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PREFACE 


For  the  last  fifteen  years,  the  author  has  been  fiUI- 
gently  engaged  in  collecting  materials  fi^r  the  histories 
of  Bucks  and  Montgomery  counties.  The  various  arti- 
cles that  he  has  already  TTritten,  relating  more  or  less 
to  those  counties,  and  published  either  in  books,  maga- 
zines, or  newspapers,  if  collected,  would  amount  to 
eeveral  volumes  ; but  these  have  been  but  a portion  of 
what  ho  has  still  on  hand,  besides  what  further  research 
may  secure.  Thus  however  long  he  has  been  engaged 
as  a collector,  he  still  owes  au  apology  to  his  readers  for 
the  imperfections  of  this  work.  These  arise,  chiefly, 
from  the  hasty  manner  in  which  he  was  necessitated  to 
prepare  it  for  the  press.  The  life  of  the  writer  has  not 
been  one  of  leisure;  and  the  work  as  it  now  appears,  was 
written  under  great  disadvantages  — it  can  be  said, 
amidst  many  interruptions  which  necessarily  arise  from 
one’s  business,  independent  cf  those  of  an  ofilcial  char- 
acter. It  had  been  the  intention  of  the  author  to  delay 
the  publication  of  this  work  for  several  years,  but  owing 
to  the  encouragement  ofiered  by  Dr.  £.  L.  Acker,  the 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Aor.fs'o’tn  KcgUUr,  he  was 
induced  to  prepare  it  for  that  paper,  to  be  afterwards 
issued  in  a volume.  It  was  this  uuesnectel  offer  and 
its  acceptance  that  ha.^  occasioned  its  early  appearance. 
Immediately  after  this  arrangemect,  in  the  last  two 
weeks  of  .tugust,  lScS,fhe  writer  set  out  on  a pedestrian 
tour  of  the  entire  SchuylkillTailey,  as  embraced  within 
the  limits  of  Montgomery  county,  and  vi.sited,  person- 
ally, every  township, borough,  village,  and  other  objects 
of  interest  herein  described.  The  distance  traveled  for 
this  purpose  was  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles, 
and  to  he  more  accurate,  all  the  notes  taken  were  made 
on  the  spot.  Just  previous  to  setting  out,  all  the  re- 
quisite preparations  were  m.ade  to  add  to  the  success  of 
this  undertaking,  in  regard  to  procuring  the  informa- 
tion that  was  still  wanting  and  unsupplied  in  our  ma- 
terials; for  this  pur;>ose  msps  cf  all  the  townships  and 
boroughs  were  taken  alo.ng  to  assist  in  cur  visits,  besides 


\ numerous  queries  made  up  from  our  collections  on  whic 
; additional.  Information  was  desirable.  In  procuring  the 
> matter  embodied  in  this  work  we  were  quite  succe.ssfal, 
even  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  There 
was  no  necessity  with  us  to  he  diffuse,  that  too  common 
fault  of  authors  ; on  the  contrary,  wo  have  tried  to  con- 
dense our  matter  as  much  as  was  practicable  with  the 
general  plan  of  the  work.  For  its  size,  we  are  per- 
suaded few  works  on  American  history  cont.aiu  mere 
information  derived  from  unpuhli.shed  sources.  It  w.as 
S this  motive  that  prompted  us  in  the  undertaking— 
^ namely,  cf  contributing  something  additional  to  our 
I’  country’s  annals — even  if  it  should  be  a mite  cf  local 
) history.  Thereadermust bear  in  mind,  however  imper- 
I feet  thi.^  wor’a:  maybe  in  its  present  edition,  that  tha 
^ result  has  not  heon  achieved  without  great  personal 
V labor  asd  expense  ; and  had  no  higher  motives  than 
5 those  to  he  derived  from  mere  pecuniary  profit  actuated 
, the  .author,  the  work  would  never  have  been  ueder- 
j taken;  though  if  this  had  heeu  the  re.ality,  no  doubt, 
^ the  ii'M  V.  ould  have  been  occupied  long  ago  by  the 
reapers  for  the  harvest  it  would  bring.  But,  in  our 
opinion,  money  cannot  wholly  make  up  the  many  hours 
\ spent  in  the  solitude  of  the  cicset  In  concentrated  study, 
away  frem  society  and  the  beautiful  face  of  nature,  hut 
not  absent  from  the  midnight  lamp,  in  digesting  a mas.s 
of  often  crude  and  conflicting  materials. 

Partly  in  iUustrationof  the  foregoing  assercion.s,  we 
will  give  our  readers  a few  extracts  from  the  writings 
of  distinguished  literary  persons.  Mr.  Griswold,  in  his 
) Prose  Writers  cf  America,  remarks  that“Thero  are  few 
I if  any  kinds  of  composition  requiring  a higher  order  of 
5 genius  or  more  profound  acquiremeats  than  History; 
j and  it  might  he  supposed,  therofere,  that  it  would  be 
j amongst  the  last  of  the  fields  in  which  the  authors  of  a 
j new  nation  would  he  successful.”  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Hale, 
j in  her  biography  of  Agnes  Strickland,  quite  pbilosophi- 
? cally  remaiks;  “We  know  nothing  among  the  aims  op 
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PREFACE, 


literature  more  difHcult  than  to  write  history  well : ^ 
learnin:;  conscientiourness,  the  patient  spirit  of  researeli,  ) 
time  and  opportunities  for  fu.h  research,  unflajeinj  < 
industry,  penetration  into  char.acter,  a philosophic 
power  of  ebserT.rtiou  anl  rejection,  are  .some  ot  the  ; 
requisites  for  an  historian.”  Of  late  ye.irs  there  has  < 
been  .an  inercasins  taste  for  loc.al  literature,  aided,  as  it  ^ 
has  beeu,  by  a more  gener.al  dIfTusiou  of  knowledge  s 
amongst  the  people  by  ourcommon  school  system.  This  1; 
■we  can  say  is  known  to  us  from  experience.  On  this  ^ 
matter,  S.G.  Goodrich,  in  his”  Kecollections,”  published  < 
in  1S57,  remarks;  “ The  last  ten  years  have  been  noted  < 
for  the  production  of  Ioc.al,  state,  town,  and  city  his-  , 
tories.  Many  of  these  are  of  great  interest,  going  back  ( 
to  the  lights  and  shadows  of  colonial  periods.  Hero  are  > 
the  future  resources  of  historic  poetry  and  romance,  of  s 
painting  and  sculptui-u.”  l-'rom  this  it  will  be  seen  that  t 
this  kind  of  composition  will  h.iwe  .a  tendency  to  Ataer-  \ 
icanize,  not  only  our  literature,  hut  our  arts.  This  is  t 
whatisw.anfing  iu  us — mere  n.aticnaiity  incur  thoughts  \ 
and  feelings — the  future  basis  of  ori.„in.;iity.  \ 

Of  course,  the  principal  object  of  this  work  has  been  j 
to  collect  together  and  preserve  much  valu.".ble  and  in-  j 
teresting  matter  relating  to  our  history  which  other-  ' 
wise  might  have  been  lost.  In  its  compilation,  caro  i 
has  been  taken  to  giro  whatever  hiftrmation  could  ho  s 
derived  from  authentic  documents  the  preference;  tho  \ 
authorities  are  giv.n  fur  (hat  v.'hxch  has  been  obtained  ^ 
through  traditionary  sources.  Iirall  inthinces, attention  i 
has  been  given  to  d.rtes,  which  pos.sess .;  particular  impor-  ; 
tauceand  may  well  be  calbedthe  mile-.stones  of  time:  with-  i 
out  them,  it  would  bo  dllScult  to  show  wh.at  progress  is  j 
made.  It  will  be  extremely  dimcult,  where  information 
h.as  been  derived  from  a thou.sanl  sources,  to  ho  en- 
tirely correct,  but  we  have  followed  that  which  we  be- 
lieved to  be  the  most  reliable.  Independent  of  enr 
own  coUections  and  re.«earches  made  in  the  records  of 
Philadelphia,  Eucks,  and  Montgomery  counties,  and  in 
tho  PhiUdelpIii.i,  Pennsylvania  ITistorieal  Society  and 
II;ithorough  librarits,  vre  cru  indebted  f .r  sonio  informa- 
tion, and  which  merit  an  ackno'wlejgement,  to  Lo.s.singks 
Field  hook  of  the  P-evoIution,  I'enis's  Original  S,;ttle- 
mentson  the  Delaw.iru,  tho  Journal  of  the  Kov.  lltnry 
M.  JIuhleuherg,  tho  llev.  J.  \V.  hichard's  Centennial 
Sermon  at  the  Trappe,  Ptev.  J.  C.  Cla> 's  .Vnual.s  of  the 
Swedes,  Hazard’s  Annals  of  Penn.sylvania,  Gordon'.s 
Gazateer,  and  D.iy's  Historical  CoUections.  IVe  are  also 
Indebted  for  favors  to  Dr.  G.  W.  Holstein,  of  Dridgeport. 
Abel  Eambo,  A.  M.,  of  Tiai.pe,  flor.  Edmund  L,.'af.  of 
Douglasville,  and  Dr.  E.  L.  Acker,  of  Norristown.  To 
Henry  IVoodman,  formerly  of  Upper  Merion,  we  arc 
quite  grateful  for  a loan  of  his  manjscript  History  of 
Valley  forge. 


It  may  be  ncce.s.sary  to  state  why  this  work  was  not 
made  a complete  history  of  Montgomery  County,  in- 
stead of  that  part  of  it  lying  in  '|the  Schiivikill  valley. 
There  .are  several  reasons  for  this  present  design.  To 
have  prepared  a woik  on  the  same  .scale  on  the  entire 
county,  would  have  made  it  entirely  too  large  and  ex- 
pensive to  have  met  with  any  degree  of  success  as  .a 
local  work.  In  the  present  undertaking  are  contained 
ten  townships  and  four  boroughs,  which,  in  ISIO,  con- 
tained 12,252  iuhabitantr,  and  ■»?bich  now  must  be  near 
50,000:  ■which  .alone  is  three  times  gre.ater  than  the 
entire  population  of  the  county  at  the  time  of  its  forma- 
tion in  175-i.  The  aforesaid  fourteen  townships  and 
boroughs  in  1350  contained  8,S;3S  t.axahles.  There  are 
in  the  entire  county,  thirty  townships  and  four  bo- 
roughs, lo.aving  therefore  undescribed  in  this  work 
twenty  townships,  which,  ■were  they  to  receive  the  same 
space,  wonld  make  a volume  cf  nearly  twice  the  pre- 
sent size.  However,  it  may  he^xvell  enough  to  state  that 
the  author  con.,empIatos,  at  a future  time,  to  write  a 
history  of  the  county-,  •when  he  expects  to  be  better 
p:  epared  th.an  he  now  othcrwi.se  could  he,  both  as  rcg.ards 
time  and  materl.als. 

ITithin  tho  limits  of  Montgomery-  County,  the  Schuyl- 
kill v.;lley  i.s  rich  in  hi.storical  associations.  Here  have 
lived,  at  various  times,  the  Indians,  Swedes,  Dutch, 
VTeljh,  English  and  Germ.acs.  In  the  lapse  of  two  cen- 
turus  tho  Indians  have  passed  away,  and  the  nu-merous 
descendants  of  the  others  remain.  The  struggles  of  the 
navigators  and  .-boremen,  the  Revolutionary  events  of 
IVhitcniarsh  and  Valley  forge,  the  pliilosophic.al  obser- 
vations cf  David  Eittenhouse,  and  Ihe  great  and  mag- 
nificent undertaking  cf  John  James  Audubon,  cn 
Amerionu  birds,  are  not  without  interest.  In  these 
limit.,,  too,  was  born  a 5hijor-General  of  the  American 
Revolution,  a Speaker  of  the  first  Cougress  of  1759.  and 
two  Governors  of  Pennsyivauia.  VFe  cannot  pass  'op  oi 
I down  the  valley  cf  the  Schuylkill,  without  feeling 
j emotions  for  the  great  events  that  have  transpired  there 
^ in  tho  p.ist,  and  the  present  astonishes  us  for  the  enter- 
prise  it  exhibits  ou  every  baud,  and  the  future  pu'zzles 
't  us  to  judge  what  will  happen  in  the  next  two  centuries. 
> It  will  be  oh.servod  in  this  work  that,  though  eve.-y 
article  is  complet.o  in  itself,  there  is  a connection  iu  the 
^ m.inner  they  are  id.iced,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
f each  being  iairoductoiy  to  tho  other.  A.s  the  plan  i.s 
^ oar  own,  it  pcrplfcxed  us  at  first  ■irhat  to  do  with  the 
S various  biogr,;ph:-s  now  pl.iced  in  the  appendix. 
S -Vt  first  wo  had  concluded  to  place  them  in  the  to^wn- 
? .-:hip3  or  bo;-or.^h3  wh  -re  they  originally  belonged,  but 
( ou  cansidoration,  from  their  length  and  want  of  ccu- 
uoctidu  with  tho  other  Ioc:il  matter,  this  arr.ingetnent 
wfi  thought  best,  .bt  the  present  termination  cf  our 
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labors,  it  ^ras  not  without  feelings  cf  piide  that  we  le 
fleet  that  this  was  the  result  of  an  unoccupied  held, 
which  vre  were  the  first  to  enter,  explore,  andta’xe  pos- 
session. In  all  our  rambles  along  this  'oeantirul  and 
interesting  Talley,  to  all  our  numerous  inquiries,  which 
brought  us  so  often  in  contact  with  strangers,  W’6  vrere 
always  treated  hindly,  and  on  stating  our  object,  it 
often  appeared  to  create  some  interest  in  the  undertak- 
ing. At  different  times  an  amount  of  intelligence  was 
received  from  mechanics  and  laborers  that  quito  sur- 
prised us,  from  the  senut  oppcrtuniiies  the  nature  of 
those  occupations  afford.  This,  with  us,  is  a source  of 
pride,  and  shows  the  elevating  tendencies  of  cur  insti- 
tutiODS  and  the  interest  the  masses  are  taking  in  sub- 
jects connected  with  iit:ratuie  uud  scleuco.  No  doubt 
many  important  facts  will  be  feund  wanting  which  will 
be  supplied.  The  houses  and  shops  of  the  villages  we 
entered  were  counted.  This,  new,  may  seem  of  little 


v-^ 


i moment,  but  In  our  estimation  will  bo  horeaftri-  me  (j 
\ the  important  features  ot  the  book.  Thirty,  fixty,  or  a 
> hundred  years  from  this,  may  show  thus  better  the  pro- 
^ gress  they  may  make. 

^ Could  a book  now'be  found  giving,  for  a certain  year, 
I the  number  of  houses  and  shops  in  ever}-  villago  of 
j I’onn.sylvania,  sr.y  a hund.’-ed  years  ago.  it  avoubl  prove 
\ quite  a desideratum  and  -would  furni.sh  io formation 
\ which  could  n-jt  otherwise  be  obtained.  Th.at  a ivork  of 
^ this  kind  is  wanted,  whatever  encouragement,  this  may 
5 meet  with,  can  be  proven  by  repeated  paragraphs  which 
j have  at  dilTerent  times  appeared-in  our  local  newspapers, 


inviting  to  such  an  undertaking.  In  closing  our  labors, 
wo  are  led  sincerely  to  believe  that  we  were  eng.-iged  in 
a laudable  work,  and  that  many  a one,  as  hs  arises  from 
Us  perus.'il,  will  feel  himself  (so  ws  hope)  a better  and  a 
■wiser  man.  TV.  J.  E. 

■VVlLLOW  Gr.ovs,  JiiZy,  1869. 
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HISTORY  OF  IViONTGOMERY  COUNTY 


WITHIN  THE  SCHUYLKILL  VALLEY. 


I,  5 though  tho  country  is  most  agreeably  diversi- 

I fiod  b}’  undulating  hills  and  valleys,  interspersed 
THE  SCHUYLKILL  with  towns,  villages,  and  various  manufactur- 

\ ing  establishments,  all  beautifully  situaieci  by 
The  river  Schuylkill  has  its  origin  from  two  its  banks,  or  nestled  near  by  in  some  lateral 
email  streams  which  rise  in  the  Broad  Mouu-  \ valley.  Though  not  cn  a grand  scale,  yet  few 
tain,  in  Rush  township,  Schuylkill  county.  ^ valleys  in  any  country,  for  the  same  distance, 
Following  its  meanderings  to  where  it  empties  ) can  boast  of  more  lovely  and  varied  pictnr- 
into  tho  Delaware,  which  is  five  miles  below  I esque  scenery.  Sometimes  meandering  through 
Philadelphia,  its  total  length  is  about  one  hun-  ■!  broad  cultivated  fields  and  fertile  plains,  on 
dred  and  twenty-five  miles,  and  its  general  ' which  are  studded,  like  gems  in  a casket,  sub- 
course is  south-easterly.  Its  principal  tribu-  ;■  sLantial  stone  houses  and  barns.  Mext,  on 
taries,  in  Schuylkill  county,  are  the  Little  | some  eminence,  may  be  seen  an  elegant  country 
Schuylkill,  Bear,  and  Tumbling  creeks;  in  Berks seat:  then  it  sweeps  past  bits  of  woocllat.d, 
county.  Maiden  and  Tulpehockeu  creeks;  ini  tufting  the  hill-slopes,  cr  coutracted  by  a bolder 
Montgomery  county,  Manat.awny  and  Perkio-  | bluff  of  rocks;  then,  again,  follow  in  succes- 
mlng  creeks;  in  Chester  county.  Pigeon  and  ; sion,  the  park-iike  islands,  so  gently  reposing 
French  creeks  ; and  in  Philadelphia,  the  '.Vis-  i in  its  bosom,  and  the  long  stretches  of  green 
eabickon  creek.  Following  its  courses,  the  > mca.Iow.  Here  is  to  be  found  the  u!i!e  et 
Schuylkill  laves  the  shores  of  Montgomery  \ dales  of  the  ancients  to  a greater  degree  than, 
county  for  about  forty  miles.  < perhaps,  in  any  other  section  of  equal  csic-nl 

On  it  in  this  distance  are  located  ten  townships  ) in  our  wide-spread  republic.  To  one  that  has 
and  four  boroughs,  of  whose  history  it  is  our  never  before  traversed  this  part  of  the  valley, 
intention  to  treat,  viz:  Pottsgrove,  Limerick,  [;  and  however  much  the  hand  of  improvement 
Upper  Providence,  Lower  Providence,  Norri-  ■’  inay  alter  it,  it  will  still  present  those  evc.r 
ton,  Plymouth,  Whitemarsh,  Springfield,  Upper  ^ varying  succession  of  scenes  which  ch.avm  the 
Morion  and  Lower  Merion  townships;  and  landscape  and  are  the  admiration  of  every 
Pottstown,  Norristown,  Bridgeport  and  Con-  traveler. 

ehobocken  boroughs.  Within  these  limits  it  is  In  the  year  IC09,  Captain  Henry  Hudson, 
spanned  by  no  less  than  eleven  noble  bridges  ; an  Englishman  in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  East 
railroads  pass  on  its  eastern  and  western  mar-  ' India  Company,  it  is  believed,  touched  at  tho 
gins,  while  itself  is  made  navigable  for  boats  “i  mouth  of  what  is  now  known  as  Delaware  Bay  ; 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons.  These  grand  ■ but  finding  shoal  water,  and  fearful  of  ground- 
improvements,  wonderful  to  relate,  have  been  !;  ing,  he  retired,  and  in  a few  days  after  cn.ere.1 
effected  in  less  than  half  a century.  They  : the  harbor  of  New  York,  and  sailed  up  ilie 
show  tho  energy,  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  J river  to  which  his  name  has  been  given.  la 
our  countrymen  in  these  latter  days,  for  two  ^ the  summer  of  IGIO,  it  is  said.  Lord  Delaware, 
hundred  and  forty-two  years  have  passed  away  I whilo  on  his  voyage  to  Virginia,  as  goveracr, 
since  its  first  discovery  by  tho  European.  | entered  the  bay  which  now  bears  his  name,  r-s 
What  a subject  is  here  offered  for  reflection  ! ; well  as  tho  large  river  that  empties  into  it  la 

Within  these  limits  there  are  no  mountaius,  1 1G12  the  Dutch  commenced  settlements  at  Fcri 
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Orango,  now  Albany,  and  at  ^Manhattan  Island, 
the  present  site  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
Captain  Hendrickson,  a Dutolinaan,  having 
built  a yacht  at  Manhattan,  called  the  “On- 
rust,”  which  in  English  means  lu'slles.?,  of  only 
sixteen  tons  burthen,  set  out  on  a vo3m.ge  of 
discovery  in  1016.  From  a lu.in  which  he 
made  of  this  expedition,  it  would  appear  as  if 
ho  had  sailed  along  the  coast  from  Nov:a  Scotia 
to  the  Capes  of  Virginia.  Vr'Lilc  on  this  trip, 
he  entered  Delaware  B.ay,  and  ascended  its 
river  as  far  as  the  Schuylkill,  wi.ioh  he  entered 
a short  distance,  and  in  consequence,  is,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  the  honor  of  -being  its  di.-co- 
verer.  In  lG-33  orders  were  given  to  Arent 
CorssoD,  the  commissary  of  Fort  Nassau,  bj- 
authority  of  Governor  Van  Twiiler,  of  2[an- 
battan,  to  purchase  a tract  of  land  on  the 
Schuylkill,  on  which  to  erect  a fort.  In  1648, 
Corsson  concluded  a purchase  from  several  In- 
dian chiefs  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Vi'est  India 
Company,  which  was  placed  on  record  in  their 
office.  Soon  after  a fort  was  erected,  which 
was  called  “ Ceversredc,”  and  was  said  to  boa 
place  remarkably  well  situated,  and  was  named 
thus  on  account  of  the  beaver  trade,  which 
was  carried  on  there  extensively  with  the  In- 
dians. This  fort,  it  is  believed,  stood  at  or 
near  the  present  Gray’s  Ferry,  at  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  city  of  Philade!phi.a.  This 
trade  or  traffic  in  beaver  skins,  it  appear.s,  in- 
creased so  by  1C56  that  the  documents  cf  the 
company  speak  of  it  as  the  “ great  beaver 
trade  of  the  Schuylkill.” 

The  origin  of  any  name  that  has,  for  a long 
time,  been  applied  to  any  object,  which  in  itself 
is  permanent  and  likely'  to  remain  so,  i.s  ever 
interesting,  esceciallj’  when  of  a local  nature, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  its  vicinity.  In  conse- 
quence, before  we  proceed  fu- th^  r in  tills  un- 
dertaking, we  shall  ventuie  on  an  cxphi nation, 
if  not  rather  an  investigation,  of  (he  name  of 
SchuylXiil,  as  weii  as  of  several  o'.hers  wliich 
have  been  applied  to  it.  The  Indir.n.s,  it  an" 
pears,  had  several  names  for  this  stream.  One 
was  “ Nittabockuak,”  which  we  know  was  ap- 
plied in  lGo5,  if  not  earlier.  In  the  deeds  of 
purchase  from  the  Indi.ans  to  Vf'iiliam  rcun,  in 
1633  and  IGSd,  it  is  called  “dt-iuaiunk.”  John 
Heckc welder,  the  mission  ir\%  s lys  it  was  culled 
by  the  natives  “ Ganschowchaiine,”  w hich 
fiignitlod,  in  their  language,  a stream  whose 
falls  and  ripples  make  a noise,  hir.  Ilccke- 
Weldor’s  statement  is  doubted,  for  the  reason 


that  no  authority  h.is  yet  been  found  to  cor- 
roborate that  the  Indians  had  ever  called  it  \iy 
this  name.  The  Sivedes,  as  may  bo  sec-n  cn 
Peter  Lindstrem’s  map  of  “New  Sv/eden,” 
made  in  lO-j  j,  also  called  it  the  “ Linde  Kilon,” 
or  Linden  siream,  from  the  large  trees  of  this 
kind  that  grew  on  its  bunks.  Its  pi esent  nan.o 
of  .‘jithu^dkill  wa.s  giv.'n  it  Iq.'  flin  Dutch.,  very 
probably  l-.y  Ciptiia  ITendriokson,  in  161!;;  if 
not,  it  boi'O  tl.ii  u imo  at  least  seventceo  v'e.ais 
later,  lly  moans  of  a rtire  woik,  entidt-d 
“ Woordenbock  Dor  Ncderduiticbe  in  Fransehe 
Taalen,  by  Fiutnooia  ILilma,”  ^^ublished  at 
A'licterdam,  in  17110,  we  are  ennbleil  to  give 
some  light  as  to  the  origin  of  the  Dutch  name 
of  this  stream.  Schuil,  nr  Scliuilen,  in  the 
Dutch,  signifies  conerrJed,  or  hl'idca,  that  is,  'oy 
land  or  ctlicrwiso.  Nil,  signifies  a chanr,c\ 
strear.i,  or  riccr.  Therefore,  the  mecning  of 
Schuil- Kil,  or  Schuilen-Kil,(the  waj’  it  is  spelled 
in  the  Dutch,  and  as  it  should  be  now  written,) 
is,  Hidden  river,  or  Concealed  stream.  This 
nomo  was  given  it  by  its  discoverers,  from  the 
fact  of  it.s  month  being  so  concealed  by  several 
low  islands  that  the  river  can  not  be  found  till 
actually  entered  ; to  the  truth  of  which  I can 
vouch  from  personal  observation,  while  n.-cend- 
iug  both  the  Delaware  and  entering  the  Schnyl- 
kill. 

The  Schuylkill,  though  unknown  to  the 
generality  cf  our  citizens,  was,  a century  and 
a quarter  ago,  the  scene  of  a violent  struggle 
between  Iho-c  who  resided  on  its  shores  in  this 
county  and  those  who  navigated  its  waters  in 
canoes  froin  the  upper  country,  now  better 
known  as  Berks,  while  on  their  voyaages  with 
produce  to  the  I’hiladciphia  markets.  This 
was  a contest  that  lasted  many  year.=i,  and  in 
which  bctli  p.irties  w-aimly  contended  for  their 
re.'pective  intere.sts,  which  here  came  in  coa- 
tlict.  V.'ith  what  novelty,  at  the  present  Jay, 
must  we  view  such  a struggle,  when  v.c  refl.ct 
on  the  m my  and  mlgiify  changes  that  man  and 
time  have  wrought  on  this  river.  Vvheawe 
behold  its  canals  with  Ihoir  deeply  laden  boats, 
its  lailrcads  with  their  long,  Jjrh  trains,  the 
many  ihriving  towns  and  viiUges  that  adorn 
its  banh.s,  and  the  many  busy  mauuiajtorit:, 
and  quiet,  pleas.iut  villa  residences — '.vh  .t  a ;a!e 
is  told  of  prjgrcssl  To  the  period  to  which 
we  refer,  h.imlets  and  viiiagos  were  uc known  ; 
even  the  .-pot  where  is  i.ow  our  populous  coun- 
ty seat,  was  then  unmarked  by  a single  house. 
The  hills  and  the  valleys  were  coveieJ  with  their 
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tn--ijestic  aucicnt  forests  to  the  very  shores,  S drive  and  frighten  the  fish  into  them,  to  their 
with  the  exception  of  hero  and  there,  where  < great  diminution — that  they  carried  stones  into 
occasionally  the  hardy  settlers  had  effected  \ the  river  to  hold  the  stakes  and  wears,  which 
clearings  and  erected  rude  log  dwellings.  The  not  only  obstructed  but  rendered  navigation 
contrast  is  enough  to  make  one  smile,  espcci-  t difficult  and  dangerous.  They  were  also 
ally  now,  when  we  reflect  that  the  dispute  ^ charged  on  these  occasions,  while  chasing  fish, 
which  wc  intend  to  spe.ak  of,  simply  originated  \ of  bringing  the  young  people  together,  who 
from  the  obstructions  placed  in  the  channels  of  > would  become  riotous  and  quarrelsome,  “which 
the  Schuylkill,  by  the  shoremen,  for  the  pur-  ^ was  a reproach  to  good  order,  peace  and  tran- 
posc  of  assisting  th.cm  to  catch  fish,  and  which  ^ quility.'’  A number  of  depositions  were  taken 
considerably  impeded,  if  it  did  not  really  ren-  ^ in  March,  1732,  by  George  Eoone,  a justice  of 
der  the  navigation  thereof  dangerous.  ^ tbo  peace,  residing  in  tlio  township  of  Oley,  in 

It  apjicars,  that  as  early  as  1GS3,  whe-n  T.'il-  ^ the  present  Berks  county,  which  then  belonged 
liam  Penn  and  his  colonists  had  not  been  a 1 to  Philadelphia,  as  did  likewise  the  intervening 
year  in  this  country,  that  an  act  had  been  j territory  now  comprised  in  Montgomery, 
passed  against  the  erecting  of  racks,  wears,  or  | These,  Mr.  Boone,  who  7;:\s  equally  interested 
dams,  in  any  navigable  waters,  which  might  ^ with  his  neighbors,  tran-smitted  to  theGovernor 
otlierv/ise  hinder  the  free  intercourse  thereon,  | and  Iiegishuure,  and  the  result  was,  the  strin- 
anJ  also  tend  greatly  to  diminish  the  brood  of  ^ gent  cn.actment  of  1734,  to  v/hich  reference  has 
fish.  Through  the  influence  of  Governor  Penn,  | been  made.  To  these  depositions  we  are  in- 
another  act  was  passed,  in  the  year  1700,  with  ' dented  for  tha  following  adventures  encoun- 
the  intent  of  more  effectually  securing  this  ob-  | terej  by  the  navigators  of  Amity  and  Oley 
ject.  After  this,  from  what  we  have  been  en-  ; townships,  while  on  their  canoe  voyages  to 
abled  to  ascertain,  the  matter  remained  quiet  ' Philadelphia,  in  1731  and  1732. 
for  a number  of  years,  or  rrith  but  little  agita-  i Marcus  Ilaliiigs  states,  that  as  he  was  going 
tion,  'till  in  M.iy,  1724,  when  the  Governor’s  ( down  the  Schuylkill  v?ith  a canoe,  loaded  with 
Council  introduced  “A  bill,  entitled  an  act  s wheat,  which,  by  striking  against  .a  fish-darn 


for  demoli.shing  and  removing  fis 


dams,  5 took  in  a great  deal  of  water,  whic’u  d.amagcd 


wears,  and  kedles,  set  across  the  river  Sohuyl-  \ the  wheat  considerably,  and  came  near  being 
kill,  was  read  and  ordered  to  bo  returned  with  ] totally  lost.  lie  also  further  says,  that  on 
nmendmeuts.”  It  next  appears,  that  the  Couu-  ; atiotiier  occa.sion,  his  canoe  got  in  a similar 
cil,  on  the  l-oth  of  rVugust,  1730,  passed  a law,  ? predicament,  and  would  have  lost  his  whole 
entitled  “An  act  to  prevent  the  erecting  of 
wears,  dams,  &c.,  within  the  river  Schuylkill.” 

Y'et,  even  this  was  found  to  be  not  altogether 
sufficient.  It  was,  by  an  act  passed  in  1734, 
fuithcr  strengthened  and  rendered  more  cfToct- 
ual.  Tha  shoremen  made  a strong  effort,  in 
the  years  1735  and  1736,  to  get  an  amendment, 
or  rather  a repeal,  so  as  to  get  permission  to 


load  of  wheat,  if  he  had  not  leaped  into  the 
river,  and  with  ranch  labor,  succeeded  in  pre- 
venting his  canoe  from  swlngiog  around,  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  capsized  by  tho 
current.  In  so  doing,  he  “ suffered  very  much 
in  his  body  by  reason  of  ye  water  and  cold.” 
Again,  on  another  occasion,  he  got  fast  on  ono 
of  the  rack-dams,  and  only  by  great  hazard 


erect  wears  in  the  mouths  of  .April  and  May  j escaped  with  ills  life  and  freight.  In  the  month 
of  every  year,  whicli  was  warmly  opposed  by  ^ of  B-  i.ruary.  wbile  it  was  extremely  cold,  Jenas 
the  navigators,  or  those  living  on  the  upper  j Jones  relates  that  he  got  “fast  on  a fish-uam, 
parts  of  the  Schuylkill.  The  Governor,  S and  to  save  his  load  of  wheat  was  obliged  to 
Patrick  Gordon,  being  also  opposed  to.any  per-  s leap  into  ye  river  to  ye  middle  of  his  body,  and 
mission  of  the  kind  being  given,  the  shoremen  ^ v-iith  all  his  labour  and  skill  coulil  not  get  off 
at  length  yielded,  so  far  as  to  look  for  any  rc-  ^ in  less  than  half  an  hour ; afterwards  proceed- 
Jicss  for  their  grievances  from  t'uc  lcgi.slature.  ^ lug  on  his  journey  with  ye  said  clothes,  they 
It  became  a matter  of  complaint  against  the  J wore  frozen  stifi'  on  his  back,  by  means  whereof 
shoremen,  that  fur '=c-voral  ndlcs  above  the  racks  f ho  underwent  a great  deal  of  misery.”  The 
and  wears,  they  were  in  the  pr.ictice  to  com-  ^ next  sutferer  we  .shall  mention  was  Jacob  War- 
taencu  with  liieir  horses  in  tho  river  and  strike  iron,  who  relates  that  his  canoe,  loaded  with 
the  water  as  they  came 'lowtr.vard.s  witli  stakes  ^ wheat,  got  fast  on  a dam,  when  he  and  hl.3 
and  loug  brushes  as  they  prcceodud,  so  ns  to  * p artner  were  furcod  into  tho  river,  and  whi'-O 
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ons,  with  all  his  power,  was  obligoJ  to  hold  the  | 
canoe,  tho  other  had  to  open  a passage,  with  ( 
great  difficulty,  to  get  through.  Isaac  Smally  J 
affirms,  that  ia  going  dov,u  the  river,  with  one  ? 
hundred  and  forty  bushels  of  wheat,  ho  got  fast  i 
on  a rack-clam,  "and,  in  order  to  save  ye  load  < 
from  being  all  lost,  he  was,  much  against  his  \ 
mind,  obliged  to  leap  into  ye  river,  the  water  1 
being  to  his  chin,  frequently  dashed  into  his  s 
mouth,  where  between  whiles  Le  breathed,  and  ^ 
he  and  his  partner  held  yo  canoe  with  great  S 
labour,  while  a young  man  there  present,  ran  t 
above  a mile  to  call  help  to  get  off.”  Jonas  | 
Yocum  and  Ilichard  Duuklin  say  that  they  got  $ 
fast  on  a fish-dam  with  their  canoe,  on  board  i 
of  which  was  Itunkliu’s  wife  and  child,  besides  ) 
sixty  bushels  of  wheat,  and  that  for  more  than  j 
an  hour  were  in  imminent  danger  of  being  J 
overset  and  drowned.  Carnaby  llhoades  re-  ! 
lates,  that  he  got  fast  with  his  canoe  on  a fish-  j 
dam  for  several  hours  in  the  winter  season,  ! 
when,  being  without  any  assistance,  he  had  to  J 
suffer  considerably  from  the  severity  of  the  \ 
cold,  besides  being  in  great  danger  of  losing  J 
both  his  life  and  load.  The  sufferings  of  the  | 
complainants  might  be  much  extended,  but  \ 
shall  let  it  suffice  to  say,  without  going  into  ' 
details,  that  among  them  can  also  be  mentioned  | 
Walter  Campbell,  George  Boone,  John  Boone,  \ 
and  several  others,  who  - had  been  at  divers  < 
times  fast  with  their  canoes  on  the  fish  and  , 
rack-dams  in  the  Schuylkill,  and  to  preserve  ^ 
their  loads  had  been  forced  at  different  times  | 
to  leap  into  the  river  at  tho  peril  of  their  lives  S 
to  save  their  property.  | 

The  freight  carried  in  some  of  their  canoes,  J 
shows  to  what  a prodigious  size  the  limber  had  ^ 
attained  at  the  arrival  of  tho  early  settlers  ; — 1 
for  it  should  be  recollected  that  they  were  al-  ; 
ways  hewn  from  out  a single  trunk.  VuHlam  j 
Penn,  in  a letter  from  Philadelphia,  dated  the  !; 


80th  of  5th  month,  1CS3,  to  Henry  Saveli,  in 


England,  mentions  of  his  having  seen  a canoe,  ^ 
made  from  a poplar  tree,  that  carried  four  tons  ^ 
of  bricks.  Isaac  Smally's  canoe,  as  has  teen  ^ 
stated,  carried  one  hundred  and  forty  bushels  ] 
of  wheat,  which  is  a still  heavier  _load,  and  I 
consequently  must  h.ave  been  larger.  Oar  in-  > 
formation,  so  far,  has  been  to  favor  the  cause  I 
of  the  navigators,  but  the  shoremen  no  doubt  ^ 
believed  that  they  had  just  reasons  to  complain,  ; 


inst 


from  tho  stringent  eiiaeinuaia  passc' 
them.  Their  dams  aal  wears  were  fyr’.r.'  d at  a \ 
conjidorablo  expense  and  labor,  for  the  solo  pur-  f 


pose  of  supplying  fish  to  their  families.  They 
were  always  placed  convenient  to  their  resi- 
dences, and  by  their  own  lands.  Generally  tho 
most  advantageous  places  for  them  were,  where 
they  were  the  most  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  navigation,  such  as  below  the  mouths  of 
creeks,  and  where  islands  and  shallows  reinjered 
them  of  easy  construction.  The  navigators, 
too,  on  many  occasions,  did  much  injury  by 
breaking  through  their  dams,  and  maliciously 
destroying  them,  with  the  racks,  wears,  and 
baskets.  Nay,  the  shoremen  charged  them 
with  stealing,  at  divers  times,  the  proceeds  of 
their  honest  labor — the  fish.  Thus,  between 
1731  and  1740,  there  was  an  intense  excite- 
ment produced  by  these  conflicting  interests, 
along  the  peaceful  valley  of  the  Schuylkill, 
Many  deeds  of  heroism  were  achieved  on  both 
sides,  and  prodigies  of  valor  performed,  which 
no  chronicler  has  thought  proper  to  transmit 
to  posterity.  The  result,  however,  was,  that 
at  length  it  terminated  in  open  war  between 
the  parties.  Fleets  of  canoes  w ould  put  off  oc 
the  voyage  together,  for  the  purpo.se  of  mutual 
protection  to  themselves  and'  the  mutual  de- 
struction of  all  fish-dams,  wears,  and  baskets. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  shoremen  would  con- 
gregate in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  for 
the  protection  of  tficir  property  thus  assailed, 
and  should  any  unlucky  wights  get  fast  with 
their  canoes,  or  venture  too  near  the  shore, 
they  would  bring  their  artillery  to  bear  on 
them  in  a shower  of— stones.  The  navigators 
being  generally  the  greatest  sufferers,  at  length 
concluded  to  call  on  the  magistrates  for  assist- 
ance, when  IVilliam  Richards,  the  constable  of 
Amity  township,  received  a warrant  from 
George  Boone,  Fsq.,  “one  of  Ills  Majesty’s 
Justices  of  the  Peace”  for  Philadelphia  county, 
to  remove  the  said  obstructions  as  the  true 
authors  of  the  mischief.  4Vhat  Mr.  Richards 
accomplished  in  tho  undertaking,  we  shall 
leave  him  state  in  his  own  words,  given  on  oath 
before  Ralph  Ashoton,  E^q.,  and  corroborated 
by  Benjamin  Milliard,  who  was  one  of  his  as- 
sistants on  this  msmorabie  att'air,  which  hap- 
pened the  20th  of  April,  1738. 

Having  “received  a warrant,  requiring  him, 
this  deponent,  to  take  to  his  assistance  such 
persons  as  this  deponent  should  think  proper, 
and  go  down  the  river  Schuylkill,  and  remove 
a'l  such  obstructions  as  should  bo  found  iu  the 
sail  river. — in  obedience  to  which  warrant  this 
deponent  took  several  persons,  inhr.bit.ants  of 
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tlio  SftlJ  county,  ns  his  assistants,  and  togothor  ) meddle  with  their  racks.  Upon  which  tho  said 
with  one  Ilobevt  Smith,  constable  of  the  town-  > men  abused  and  cursed  this  deponent  in  a very 
ship  of  Only,  (Oley,)  who  had  received  a war-  J gross  manner,  telling  the  said  deponent  and  his 
rant  to  tho  same  purpose,  went  down  the  said  | company,  that  they  should  not  pass  them — 
river,  in  three  canoes,  to  liiingo  creek,  where  ; that  one  of  the  said  men  called  out  aloud,  and 
they  found  a large  number  of  racks  and  ob-  ^ offered  five  pounds  for  Timothy  Miller’s  head, 
ttructions  in  the  said  river,  and  saw  four  men  the  said  Timothy  being  one  cf  the  deponent's 
upon  an  island  near  the  said  racks — that  this  assistants  ; and  afterwards  the  said  men  pur- 
deponent  and  company  removed  the  said  racks  J sued  this  deponent  and  company,  who,  for  fear 
without  receiving  any  opposition.  From  thence  ■' of  being  murthered,  made  the  best  of  their 
they  proceeded  down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  ^ way,  with  their  canoes,  to  the  mouth  of  I’ar- 
I'ickcriug’s  creek,  near  which  they  found  sev-  ) kyooman  Creek,  and  then  went  ashore,  and 
cral  racks  which  rcacht  across  the  said  river  | left  their  canoes  there  with  several  cloathes, 
to  an  island,  which  racks  this  deponent  and  ; which  canoes  are  since  split  (as  reported)  ia 
company  also  removed — that  immediately  after  1 pieces,  and  several  of  tho  cloathes  turned 
the  said  racks  were  removed,  about  the  num-  / adrift.” 
b«r  of  two  hundred  men  came  down  on  both 
sides  of  the  said  river,  and  were  very  rude  and 
abusive,  and  threatened  this  deponent  and  his 


This  afl'air  having  reached  the  heads  of  the 
government,  whereupon  the  lion.  James  Logan, 
President  of  the  Council,  issued  a proclamation 
company — that  the  said  deponent,  expecting,  ' and  a warrant,  the  2.jth  of  April,  1738,  for  tho 
from  tho  ill-language  and  threats  given,  that  j arrest  of  the  “ rioters,”  who  are  “ to  bo  pro- 


some  mischief,  or  a quarrel  would  ensue,  he  took 


ceeded  against  according  to  law,  and  that  they. 


his  staff  in  his  hand  and  his  warrant,  and  com-  j the  said  Justices,  exert  the  powers  wherewith 
iiiandcd  the  said  men,  in  the  King’s  Kamo,  to  ) they  are  invested,  for  the  preservation  of  Ills 


keep  the  peace,  and  told  them  that  he  came 
there  in  a peaceable  manner,  and  acoerding  to 
law,  to  move  the  racks  and  obstructions  in  the 
river,  upon  which  some  of  the  said  men  damned 
the  laws  and  the  law-makers,  and  cursed  this 


Majesty’s  Peace  and  the  good  order  of  govern- 
ment in  those  parts  where  the  late  tumult  arose, 
or  others  may  be  likely  to  arise.  Ami  the 
sheriffs  of  the  said  counties  of  Philadelphia 
and  Chester,  respectively,  are  hereby  enjoined 


deponent  and  his  assistants — that  one  James  ) and  required,  with  a sufficient  assistance,  if 
Starr  knockt  this  deponent  down  in  the  river  ) need  be,  to  cause  the  warrants  to  be  duly  exe- 
with  a large  club  or  stake;  after  which  several  \ cuted.”  This  is  the  last  official  act  we  have 
of  the  said  men  attackt  this  deponent  and  said  J been  enabled  to  find  on  the  subject,  from  whence 
company  with  large  clubs,  and  knockt  down  ) we  conclude  that  the  shoremen,  after  contend- 
the  said  Eobert  Smith,  the  constable,  as  also  !;  ing  for  half  a century,  at  length  gave  way  be- 
eeveral  of  this  deponent’s  assistants — -that  one  ; fore  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and  the  naviga- 
John  W ainwrlght,  in  company  with  this  depo-  ) tors,  the  fish,  and  the  waters  of  the  Schuylkill, 
nent,  wa.s  struck  down  with  a pole  or  staff,  and  ^ were  permitted  to  pass  on  uninterrupted,  till  a 
lay  as  dead,  with  his  body  on  the  shore  ) recent  time.  Mingo,  Pickering,  and  Perkiomeu 
and  his  feet  in  the  river.  That  this  deponent  ■ Cree’us  still  retain  their  time-honored  names — 
and  company,  finding  that  they  were  not  able  ; the  same  islaud.a  and  channels  are  there,  but 
to  make  resistance,  were  obliged  to  make  tho  | the  people  are  changed.  The  inhabitants  of 
best  of  their  way  in  order  to  save  their  lives  ; '•  Limerick,  and  Upper  and  Lower  Providence 
after  which,  this  deponent,  together  with  tho  1 townships,  are  reckoned  now  among  our  most 
constable  of  Only,  and  some  oi  their  company,  ) peaceable  citizens.  The  contest  between  the 
proceeded  down  the  river,  in  order  to  go  to  ( navigators  and  shoremen  is  long,  long  past — 
1 hiladelphia,  to  make  complaint  of  the  ill  | I niight  have  said,  long,  long  forgotten;  but 
u“age  they  had  received — that  as  they  came  ^ the  wand  of  the  antiquary  is  mighty — out  of 
neai  1 arkyoomaa  fPerkiomen)  Creek,  they  ; old  musty  tomes  it  may  re-create  a world  to 
found  another  set  ot  racks,  which  were  guarded  ' live  again  in  imagination  as  it  once  did  ia  re- 
by  a great  number  of  men.  That  this  depo- 1 ality. 

neat  and  company  requested  the  said  men  to)  That  cousIJcrablo  importance  was  attachdl 
let  them  go  down  tlio  river,  and  it  (iiey  ^ to  the  naviguion  of  the  Schu^dkill,  at  an  early 
would  suffer  them  to  pass  that  tliry  wcuM  not  '■  paioil,  has  been  already  shown  ia  the  coatest 
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insTonY  or  montoomery  county. 


between  the  naTigatore  anJ  the  BhorcmeD.  ; feirica  cstablitheci  along  the  Schuylkill  for  the 
Even  William  Penn,  in  his  proposals  for  a < transportation  of  passengers  and  freight,  there 
second  settlement  in  the  province  of  I'ennsyl-  > v/ere  ropes  stretched  across  the  same  for  the 
vania,  published  in  1690,  alludes  to  the  practi-  ^ purpose  of  drawing  the  boats.  These  were  fre- 
cahility  of  effecting  a communication  by  water  ^ quently  cut  by  some  evil-minded  persons  who 
between  a branch  of  the  Schuylkill  and  the  ^ were  either  going  up  or  down  the  stream,  in 
Susquehanna.  This,  my  readers  shonlJ  remera-  t consequence  of  which  the  ferrymen  petitioned 
ber,  was  at  a period  when  canals  were  unknown  | to  the  As.'etribly  for  protection  from  these  cut- 
even  in  Great  Britain.  However,  nothing  was  | rages,  when  an  act  was  passed  the  8th  of  Feb- 
done,  we  believe,  towards  improving  itsuaviga-  j ruary,  17GG,  making  such  offences  finable  ten 
tioa  for  a considerable  length  of  time,  though  S ponuds  each. 

the  matter  was  occasionally  agitated.  To  pro-  i Several  of  the  commissioners  mentioned  hav- 
mote  the  same,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  As-  1 iiig  died,  a new  board  was  .appointed  by  the 
sembly  the  14th  of  March,  17G1,  and  from  s Assembly,  in  1773,  to  carry  out  the  measures 
which  we  give  the  following  extract : “IVhereas,  | contained  iu  the  act  of  17C1.  For  this  pur- 
the  river  Schuylkill  is  na-igablo  for  rafts,  > pose,  David  liittenhoiise,  Anthony  Levering, 
boats,  and  other  small  craft,  in  times  of  high  5 John  Roberts,  IVilliam  Dewees,  Jr.,  David 
freshes  only,  occasioned  by  the  obstruction  of  ^ Thomas,  James  Hockley,  Thomas  Potts,  Mark 
rocks  and  bars  of  sand  and  gravel,  in  divers  ] Bird,  James  Star,  .Jacob  Kern,  and  John  Paw- 
parts  of  the  same:  And  whereas,  the  improving  ^ ling,  -Jr.,  v/ero  selected.  In  1781,  achaege  was 
the  navigation  of  the  said  river,  so  as  to  make  < made,  when  the  board  consisted  of  David  Rit- 
it  passable  at  all  times,  will  bo  very  advan-  j tenhouse,  Owen  Biddle,  Mark  Bird.  Baltzer 
tageous  to  the  poor,  gre.atly  c.''.ii.,l.jcivc  to  the  \ Gehr,  Thomas  Potts,  David  Thouias,  Patrick 
promotion  of  industry,  and  beneficial  to  t!ic  in-  J .Anderson,  .John  Mcar,  Isaac  Hughs,  Nathan 
habitants  residing  on  or  near  said  river,  by  eii-  J Levering,  George  Douglass,  .John  lloister  and 
abling  them  to  bring  the  produce  of  the  coun-  | Christian  Steer.  An  act  v?as  passed  the  29th 
try  to  the  market  of  the  city  of  i hil.adelphia,  < of  Scptcriber,  1701,  to  incorporate  a contpany 
and  thereby  increase  the  trade  and  commerce  ^ to  connect  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Susquehanna 
of  the  province  : And  whereas,  divers  of  the  1 by  a canal  and  slaokwater  navigation,  and  also 
inhabitants  of  this  province,  desirous  to  pro-  < to  improve  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Scliuyl- 
mote  the  welfare  of  the  public,  have  subscribed  { kill  from  the  lower  falls,  a few  miles  above 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  ^ Philadelphia,  to  Reading,  for  which  purpose 
and,  by  petitiou  to  the  Assembly,  have  request-  ^ the  Assembly  appropriated  £2-500,  as  an  en- 
ed  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed  by  ^ couragement  to  the  enterprise.  By  an  act  of 
law  to  take,  receive  and  collect  the  said  sub-  \ the  lOtii  of  April,  1792,  a company  was  incor-' 
ecriptions,  and  such  others  as  shall  hereafter^  porated  to  make  a.  canal  from  Norristown  to  the 
be  given  or  subscribed,  and  to  apply  and  ap- 1 river  Delaware,  at  Philadelphia,  a distance  of 
prcipri.itc  the  same  for  and  towards  the  clear-  1 seventeen  miles.  From  the  former  place  the 
ing,  scouring  and  rendering  the  sail  river  navi-  < Bchuylkill  was  to  be  temporarily  improved,  and 
gable,  as  aforesaid.”  To  carry  out  ibo  measure,  ' thus  form,  with  the  works  of  the  Schuylkill  and 
Joseph  Fox,  John  Hughs,  Samuel  Rhoades,  ^ Susquehanna  company,  an  uninterrupt-el  water 
John  Potts,  Vi'illiam  Palmer,  David  Davis,  Mor-  ^ communication  with  the  interior  of  the  State, 
decai  Moore,  Henry  Pawling,  James  Coultas,  t and  which,  it  was  expected,  would  be  eventu- 
Jonathan  Coates,  .Joseph  M:ilard,  Vt  illiam  Bird,  j ally  exfeniled  to  connect  with  the  waters  of  the 
Francis  Parvln,  Benjamin  Liglufoot,  ami  Isaac  ( Ohio  and  Lake  Erie. 

Lovan,  were  appointed  commifsloncrs.  This  1;  One  of  the  objects,  also,  in  constructing  the 
act  had  also  for  its  object  the  preservation  of  1 canal  from  Norristown  was,  by  this  means  to 
fish,  especially  the  siiad.  herring  and  rockfish,  furnish  PhU.tdclphia  with  water.  The  uuder- 
Vi'hich  ascended 'this  stream  annually,  in  great  | tnkirig  was  commenced  by  the  two  companies, 
shoals,  from  the  sea.  For  this  purpose,  the  and  at  the  close  of  1794  they  had  expended 
commissioners  were  empowered  not  only  tojifUO.OOO,  and  j'.ad  nearly  completed  fiUeen 
destroy  but  to  prevent  the  cr-'otiou  of  all  wears,  > miles  of  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  two 
racks,  fish-dams  and  b.askets  wi'iilu  the  s.a-ne.  works.  Some  of  the  principal  stockholders 
A.t  this  time,  it  also  appears  that  at  the  several  ' liaviug  become  involved  at  the  time  iu  commer- 
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clftl  JifTicullies,  the  consequence  •was,  the  two  Falrmount,  Philadelphia,  and  extending  to  Mill 
companies  were  compelled  to  suspend  opera-  | creek,  at  Port  Carbon,  in  Schuylkill  county, 
tions.  As  an  additional  inducement  to  revive  ' It  consists  of  a series  of  canals,  sixty-tbree 
the  companies,  the  State  passed  an  act  the  17th  | miles  in  length,  and  slackwater-pools  for  forty- 
cf  .tpril,  1773,  to  e.mpower  them  to  raise,  ny  ^ seven  miles,  produced  by  thiity-foirr  ua-nas, 
way  of  lottery,  the  additional  sum  of  5?d00,C00  \ which  feed  the  canals.  This  work  in  its  whole 
for  llie  purpose  of  completing  their  works,  as  j length  was  made  three  and  a-half  feet  deep. 


mentioned  in  the  acts  of  incorporation.  Cut  < 
naught  availed,  though  this  o't'er  induced  seve-  j 
nil  abortive  attempts,  which  only  tended  to  ^ 
continue  in  these  companies  a languishing  ex-  i 
istcnce.  llclow  Morristown,  beginning  at  the  \ 
Swedes’  Ford  bridge  by  the  banks  of  the 
Schuylkill,  may  be  seen  the  excavation  made 
for  this  canal  for  some  distance  down  the  river. 

It  remair.s  there  a monument  of  an  undertak- 
ing commenced  in  1792,  but  never  finished. 


with  a width  of  no  less  than  thiity-six  feet  at 
the  top.  There  are  one  liundred  ami  nine  locks 
of  six  hundred  and  twenty  feet  ascent,  each 
eighty  feet  long  and  seventeen  broad,  and  one 
tunnel  three  buadrej  and  eighty-five  feet  in 
length — the  first,  it  is  said,  attempted  in  the 
United  States.  The  whole  cost  of  the  line  was 
$2,9G6,1£0.  It  was  commenced  immediately 
after  its  incorporation,  and  finished  in  1S20. 
i In  1818,  it  was  sufficiently'  completed  to  allow 


In  the  year  1811,  the  two  companies  were  J the  descent  of  a few  boats,  on  which  tolls  ■were 
united  as  the  Union  Canal  Company,  and  in  ! collected  to  the  amouuc  of  §230,  which  coni- 
1819  an.l  1821  the  State  granted  further  aid  | prised  the  total  of  its  first  year's  receipts, 
by  a guarantee  of  interest  and  a monopoly  of  i Chietly  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  of 
the  lottery  privilege.  In  consequence  of  this  i the  coal  trade,  it  was  determined  to  enlarge  the 


legislative  encouragement,  there  were  addition- 
al sulweriptions  obtained  to  the  stock  of  the 
company  to  resume  operations  in  1821.  The 


capacity  of  the  canal  for  a greater  amount  of 
business,  wiiich  was  accordingly  done  in  18-10. 
Hitherto  it  hml  only  admitted  the  passage  of 


line  was  re-located,  the  dimensions  of  the  canal  1 boats  of  sixty. six  tons,  but,  by  the  enlargement, 
changed,  and  the  whole  work  finiohed  in  about  ? boats  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  ton.s  are 
six  years  from  this  period — after  thirty-seven  i enabled  to  pass  through  its  whole  length  of  ono 
years  had  elapsed  from  the  c 'mmencement  of  ^ hundred  and  ten  miles,  being  one  of  the  grand- 
the  work,  and  sixty-five  from  the  date  of  the  ^ est  works  of  the  kind  in  the  Union.  A great 
first  survey  by  David  Eitteahouse  and  Ptev.  < improvement  was  made.  The  locks  were  reduced 
dVilliam  Smith.  ? in  number  from  one  LunureJ  and  nine  to  seven- 

Thls  canal  is  eighty  miles  in  length,  extend-  ^ ty-oue,  and  enlarged  to  one  hundred  and  ten 
ing  from  the  Schuylkill  four  miles  below  Read-  ^ by  eighteen  feet ; the  'width  of  its  canals  to  not 
ing,  where  it  connects  with  tils  works  of  the  ^ less  than  sixty  feet,  with  a depth  of  at  least 
Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  ; thence  up  the  < five  and  a-half  feet.  To  guard  against  the 


Tulpchocken  creek  to  the  Swatara,  and  thence 
down  the  same  to  Middletown,  on  the  Su.-'o.ue- 
Lanna — thus  connecting  the  two  rivers — which 
i iea  IVilliam  Penn  conceived  in  IGOO,  but  which 


danger  of  a dtficiency  of  water,  to  which  the 
navigation  is  exposed  in  dry  seasons,  the  com- 
pany has  erected  several  large  clinis  upon  tri- 
butary streams  at  the  head  of  navigaticn.  from 


require  J an  interval  of  one  liuuJred  and  tliirty-  s which  to  draw  supplies  in  cases  of  deficiency, 
seven  years  to  be  put  into  practical  operation.  ' Tne  dam  at  Silver  creek  covers  nearly  sixty 
The  whole  cost  of  this  wor’ic  was  about  - acres,  and  is  estimated  to  hold  sufficient  water 
52,009,01)0.  I of  itself  to  float  about  120,000  tons  of  coal, 

The  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  vvas  in-  ‘t  annually,  to  rn.irket.  As  may  be  expected,  the 
corporated  under  the  act  of  the  8th  of  March,  J business  of  this  great  work  lias  increased  wou- 
lSl,.i,  by  which  they  were  required  to  commence  J dcrfully.  In  1823,  this  line  brought  ab.aut 
operation.s  at  each  end  of  the  route  slmultanc-  ! oijOO  ton.s  of  coal  to  market;  in  1827,  31,300 
ously  ; their  labor :,  in  consequence,  were  i-'  ii- \ tons  ; and  in  1837,  it  was  1,273, 088  tons — 


dcred  ne.arly  usel'.\=s  until  the  whole  line  would  > showing  that  forty  tons  h.ad  now  gone  over  the 
be  completed.  This  certainly  was  an  ingenious  I works  when,  thirty  years  previously,  but  one 
plan  in  the  Assembly  to  ensure  the  completion  J bad  ?one.  It  is  stated,  on  reliable  authority, 
ot  the  undertaking.  Thhs  work  is  about  one  j tir.u  the  coal  consumed  by  the  various  fiirn  ices. 
hundred  and  ten  miles  in  length,  beginning  at  ! forges  and  manufaetciries,  in  t'ae  Valley  of  the 
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Schuylkill,  amounts  now  to  450,000  tons  nn-j 
nnolly.  Thus  we  see  how  greatly  important 
this  trade  has  become,  and  in  which  we  are  all  \ 
more  or  less  interested.  AVehave  said  that  the  | 
Schuylkill  llows  by  Montgomery  county  about  \ 
forty  miles,  in  which  distance  the  navigation  | 
company  has  erected  six  dams  across  it,  which, 
at  Norristown  and  Conshehocken,  afford  vatu-  ' 
able  water-power.  We  wish  to  be  prophetic  ) 
when  we  say  that  we  really  believe  the  day  is  s 
not  far  distant  when  this  line  will  be  further  ^ 
enlarged  and  that  vessels  of  two  hundred  and  > 
fifty  tons  will  ascend,  by  steam  or  otherwise,  ^ 
as  far  as  Port  Kennedy,  where  they  will  load  ; 
and  then  return  ta  the  ocean  to  discharge  their 
freight  at  the  cities  of  our^  sea-board.  Young  j 
reader,  you  may  live  to  see  it  I | 

s 

i 
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THE  INDIANS.  i 

J 

The  aborigines  found  by  the  early  European  i 
adventurers  inhabiting  this  part  of  Pennsylva-  ,j 
nia,  called  themselves  the  Lami  Lenape,  or  the  I 
original  people.  They  also  assumed  unto  them-  ( 
selves  the  name  of  VToapanaeUld,  or  the  pcople  l 
from,  the  east.  These  names,  it  would  appear, 
they  adopted  from  a belief  of  being  superior 
in  all  respects  to  any  of  the  adjacent  tribes,  ■: 
The  territory  they  lived  on  lay  between  the  , 
Hudson  and  the  Susquehanna  rivers,  and  con-  ^ 
sequently  inhabited  both  sides  of  the  Uelaware  , 
and  Schuylkill.  It  was  from  this  circumstance  ) 
that  they  early  received  from  the  whites  the  ! 
name  of  Delawares.  Under  this  general  name  ; 
they  comprehended  a number  of  distinct  tribes,  ( 
but  speaking  dialects  of  a common  language,  < 
and  uniting  around  the  same  great  council  | 
fire.  Mr.  .Jefferson,  in  his  Notes  on  Virginia,  1 
says,  that  the  Lenni  Lenape  were  a taller  ; 
people  generally  than  the  Europeans.  O'd-  \ 
mixou,  who  visited  Pennsylvania,  in  170?,  ! 
speaks  of  the  Indians  as  being  generally  tall,  J 
straight,  and  exceedingly  well  proportioned,  s 
and  that  they  were  in  the  common  practice  of  ^ 
anointing  themselves  with  clarifiS'l  bear’s  fat.  ^ 
He  s.ays  he  .saw  somo  as  handsome  faces  among  J 
them,  of  both  sexes,  as  any  iu  EOgUnd,  and  '• 


that  many  had  fino  Homan  features.  Ho  al3« 
mentions  that  they  were  very  civil  and  friendly 
to  the  English,  and  that  he  had  not  heard  of 
an  instance  where  they  had  done  an  injury  to 
any  of  the  whites.  IMons  Kambo,  who  was 
boro  near  the  Schuylkill,  in  1P.D3,  and  settled 
iu  Upper  Merion  in  1712,  often  related  in  his 
latter  days,  the  great  kindness  shown  by  the 
Indians  to  the  whites  of  his  neighborhood.  In 
a letter  sent  to  Gottenburg,  in  1692,  by  somo 
of  the  Swedes  here,  they  make  mention  that 
the  Indians  had  not  molested  them  for  many 
years.  William  Penn,  shortly  after  his  first 
arrival  in  Pennsylvania,  sent  a letter  to  Eng- 
land, iu  which,  among  other  matters,  he  gives 
the  following  intere.sting  character  of  the 
Indians:  “In  liberality  they  excel:  nothing 
is  too  good  for  their  friend  ; give  them  a fine 
gun,  coat,  or  other  thing,  it  may  pass  twenty 
hands  before  it  sticks  ; light  of  heart,  strong 
affections,  hut  soon  spent.  The  most  merry 
creatures  that  live,  feast  and  dance  perpetu- 
ally ; they  never  have  much,  nor  want  much. 
Somo  kings  have  sold,  others  presented  d'.o 
with  several  parcels  of  land.  The  pay,  or  pre- 
sents I made  them,  were  not  hoarded  by  tho 
particular  owners  ; but  the  neighboring  kings 
and  their  clans  being  present  when  the  goods 
were  brought  out,  the  partie,s  chiefly  concerned 
consulted  what  and  to  whom  they  .should  give 
them.  To  every  king  then,  by  the  hands  of  a 
per.son  for  that  work  appointed,  is  a propor- 
tion scut,  so  sorted  and  folded,  and  with  that 
gravity  that  is  admirable.  They  care  for  little, 
because  they  want  but  little;  and  the  reason 
is,  a little  contents  them.  In  this  they  are 
sutliciently  revenged  on  us ; if  they  are  igno- 
rant of  our  pleasures,  they  are  also  free  from 
our  pains.  W'e  sweat  and  toil  to  live  ; their 
pleas’.ire  feeds  them;  I mean  their  hunring, 
tishing,  and  fowling;  and  this  table  is  spread 
everywhere.’’ 

The  Rev.  .John  Canipanius,  Swedish  chap- 
lain cf  Governor  Print?;,  and  who  resided  on 
Tinicum  Island,  near  the  mouth  cf  the  Schuyl- 
kill, from  1612  to  1G4S,  gives  us,  in  hi.s  “ Nya 
Swerige,”  an  excellent  account  of  the  Indians, 
and  which  contains  information  we  have  been 
unable  to  find  in  any  otlier  work.  What  adds 
to  the  interest  of  his  description  is,  that  lio 
wrote  it  from  his  own  actual  observations,  and 
lliat,  too,  at  a period  dating  back  nearly  to  the 
first  lamlin  r of  tlie  Europeans  iu  this  part  of 
the  country.  His  arrival  here  was  forty  ycar.s 
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previous  to  the  first  lanJlng  of  Penn  ; jes,  ! of  bread  made  of  Indian  corn  and  tobacco 
even  two  3-oars  before  he  was  born.  On  ac-  juice,  to  allay  their  hunger  and  quench  their 
count  of  tlie  rarity  of  Mr.  Campanius’  work,  ; thirst,  in  case  they  have  nothing  else  at  hand, 
and  its  appropriateness  at  this  place,  is  our  s The  drink,  before  the  Christians  came  into  this 
apology  for  the  following  extract; — J country,  was  nothing  but  water;  but  now  they 

“Their  way  of  living  was  very  simple,  s are  very  fond  of  strong  liquors.  Both  men 
lYlth  arrows,  pointed  with  sharp  stones,  they  J and  women  smoke  tobacco,  which  grows  in 
killed  tho  deer  and  other  creatures.  They  : their  country  in  great  abuudance.  They  have, 
made  axes  from  stones,  which  they  fastened  to  > besides  corn,  beans,  and  pumpkins,  a sort  of 
s stick,  to  kill  the  trees  where  they  intended  ; original  dogs  with  short  pointed  ears.” 
lo  plant.  The3- cultivated  the  ground  with  a}  “The  American  Indians  had  no  towns  or 
sort  of  hoe,  made  from  the  shonlder-bl.ide  of  a ^ fixed  places  of  habitation.  ■ They  mostly  wan- 
deer,  or  a tortoise  shell,  sharpened  with  stones,  dored  about  from  one  place  to  another;  and 
and  fastened  to  a slick.  They  made  pots  of  , generally  went  to  those  places  where  they 
clay,  mixed  with  powdered  muscle  shells  burnt  1 could  find  the  most  likely  means  of  support, 
in  fire,  to  prepare  their  food  in.  By  friction,  5 lu  spring  and  summer  they  preferred  the  banks 
they  made  fire  from  two  pieces  of  hard  wood.  5 of  rivers,  where  they  found  plenty  of  fish  ; 
The  trees  they  burnt  down  and  cut  into  pieces  ;;  but  in  winter,  they  went  up  into  the  country, 
for  firewood.  On  journeys  they  carried  fire  a \ where  they  found  abundance  of  venison, 
great  ways  iu  spunk,  or  sponges  found  growing  1 When  they  travel,  they  carry  their  game  with 
on  the  trees.  They  burnt  down  great  trees,  ^ them  wherever  they  go,  and  fix  it  on  poles, 
and  shaped  them  into  canoes  by  fire,  and  the  \ under  which  they  dwell.  When  they  want  fire 
help  of  sharp  stones.  Men  and  women  were  i they  strike  it  out  of  a piece  of  dry  wood,  of 
dressed  in  skins;  the  women  made  themselves  ''  which  they  find  plenty  ; and,  in  that  manner, 
under  garments  of  wild  hemp,  of  which  also  they  are  never  at  a loss  for  firs  to  warm  tliem- 
they  made  twine  to  knit  the  feathers  of  turkeys,  J selves,  or  to  cook  their  meat.  Their  principal 
eagles,  &c.,  into  blankets.  The  earth,  the  i articles  of  furniture  are  a kettle,  in  which  they 
woods,  and  the  rivers  were  the  provision  stores  ; boil  their  meat,  and  some  dishes  or  plates  of 
of  tho  Indians;  for  they  eat  all  kinds  of  wild  \ bark  and  cedar  wood,  out  of  which  they  eat; 
animals  aud  productions  of  the  earth,  fowls,  ^ for  drinking  they  use  commonly  the  shell  cf  the 
birds,  fishes,  and  fruits,  which  they  find  within  s calabash.” 

their  reach.  They  shoot  deer,  fowls,  and  birds  1 “ When  a Christian  goes  to  visit  them  in  their 

with  the  ho w and  arrow  ; they  take  the  fislies  iu  [ dwellings,  they  immediately  spread  on  the 
the  same  manner  ; when  the  waters  are  high,  the  \ ground  pieces  of  cloth,  and  fine  mats  or  skins; 
fish  run  up  the  creeks  and  return  at  ebb  tide  ; ? then  they  produce  the  best  they  have,  as  bread, 
so  that  the  Indians  can  easily  shoot  them  at  ^ deer,  elk,  or  bear's  meat,  fresh  fish  and  bear's 
low  water,  and  drag  them  ashore.”  ^ fat,  to  serve  in  lieu  of  butter,  which  they  gen- 

“ They  cat,  generally,  but  twice  a day,  morn-  > erally  broil  upon  the  coals.  These  attentions 
ing  and  afternoon  ; the  earth  serves  them  for  s must  not  be  despised,  but  must  be  received 
tables  and  chairs.  They  sometimes  broil  their  •’  with  thankfulness,  otherwise  their  friendship 
meat  and  their  fish;  other  times,  dr3’  them  in  ; will  turn  to  hatred.  When  an  Indian  vi.sits 
the  snn,  or  in  tho  smoke,  and  thus  eat  them.  1 his  friend,  a Christian,  he  must  alw.a3-s  uncover 
They  miake  bread  out  of  the  m.'iize  or  Indian  > his  table  fit  the  lower  end,  for  the  Indian  will 
corn,  which  they  prepare  in  a manner  peculiar  •;  have  his  liberty;  and  he  will  immediately 
to  llicmselves  : they  crush  the  grain  between  > jump  upon  the  table,  and  sit  on  it  with  his  legs 
two  great  stones,  or  on  a largo  piece  of  wood ; crossed,  for  they  are  not  accustomed  to  sit 
they  moisten  it  with  water,  and  make  it  into  ^ upon  chairs  ; he  then  asks  for  whatever  he 
Bmoll  cakes,  which  they  wrap  up  in  corn-leaves,  \ vro-ald  like  to  eat  of.  AVhen  the  Swedes  firsi 
and  thus  bake  them  iu  the  ashes.  In  this  < arrived,  the  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  eating 
manner  they  make  their  bread.  The  Swedes  J the  flesh  of  their  enemies.  Once  on  an  occa- 
inado  use  of  it  when  they  first  came.  They  | sion  they  invited  a Swede  to  go  wit'n  to 

can  fast,  when  nece.ssity  compels  them,  for';  their  h.ibitation  in  the  woods,  where  ibey 
many  'lays.  'When  tr!\ol;ng,  or  jv'iug  iu  wait  / treated  him  with  the  best  the  house  aiier'ie’.l. 
for  their  tuemioe,  they  take  with  them  a kind  j Their  entertainment  was  sumptuous;  thc.'-s 
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TTftS  trolled,  boiled,  and  even  hasted  meat,  all  ! 
of  which  the  Swede  partook  with  them,  but  it  \ 
seems  it  did  not  well  agree  with  h.im.  The  | 
Indians,  however,  did  not  let  him  know  what  \ 
he  had  been  eating  ; but  it  was  told  him  some  ? 
time  after  by  some  other  Indians,  who  let  him  s 
know  that  he  had  fed  on  the  fiesh  of  an  Indian  | 
of  a neighboring  tribe,  with  whom  they  were  > 
at  war.”  | 

If  we  compare  the  American  Indians  with  f 
the  natives  of  Europe,  cr  Asia,  we  shall  find  \ 
that  the  superiority  displayed  bj'  the  latter  ^ 
in  conducting  the  operationo  of  agriculture,  j 
depended  chiefly  on  two  circumstances,  the  use  1 
of  tame  auimals  and  the  possession  of  iron  and  J 
other  hard  metals.  Bur  the  aborigines  of  ^ 
America  had  not  reduced  animals  to  subjuga-  < 
tion  ; and  they  were  completely  ignorant  of  tho  | 
harder  and  more  useful  metals.  Gold,  with  the  t 
exception  of  a little  silver  and  copper,  was  the  f 
only  metal  known  in  .America  before  the  disco-  ^ 
very  ; and  the  use  Of  this  was  chiefly  confined  to  \ 
ornament.  The  principal  tool  in  tho  posses-  ) 
sion  of  the  natives  were  hatchets  of  stone  ; \ 
and  with  these  the  labor  of  a year  was  re-  ? 
quisite  to  cut  down  a tree  and  hollow  it  into  a ^ 
canoe.  In  agriculture  their  progress  was  ^ 
equally  slow.  The  trees  with  which  the  forests  j 
were  crowded,  were  of  the  hardest  wood,  and  | 
the  shrubs  so  thickly  interwoven,  that  the 
efforts  of  a whole  tribe  were  scarcely  sufficient  i 
to  clear  a small  piece  of  ground,  and  adapt  it  | 
to  the  purposes  of  cultivation.  The  fertility  1 
of  the  soil,  rather  than  tlie  industry  of  the  ^ 
people,  secured  to  them  an  increase  equal  to  1 
their  wants.  Necessity,  chiefly,  compelled  ;! 
them,  for  subsistence,  to  depend  on  hunting  and  f 
fishing.  ^ 

The  language  of  the  Indians  has  been  to  us  J 
an  interesting  subject  of  study,  we  mean  by  i; 
this  more  particularly  their  numerous  .=peochcs  ^ 
which  have  been  handed  down  to  us  in  the  , 
Colonial  Records  and  Archives  of  I’ennsylvauia.  J 
^Ye  know  it  is  customary  to  laud  tho  languages  '>■ 
of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome;  but  it  is  douijt-  | 
ful  with  us  but  what  there  are  finer  pas.sagcs 
to  be  found  in  some  of  the  speeches  made  by  i 
the  unlettered  savages  that  roamed  our  forests,  ! 
not  two  centuries  ago,  than  can  be  found  in  j 
many  of  the  more  celebrated  worthies  of  the  ! 
nations  referred  to.  There  are  in  those  In'.iian  , 
speeches  some  of  the  mosi.  spIcudiJ  poetic.:!' 
images  that  the  mind  of  man  li.as  ever  con-  J 
reived;  such  C'prossious,  wc  might  say,  of; 


natural  beauty  that  we  could  almost  doubt  any 
language  could  furnish,  much  less  that  of  our 
American  Indians.  It  is  confidently  believed, 
though  now  so  litllo  known,  that  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  these  speeches  will  become 
a part  of  the  study  of  every  lover  of  elegant 
literature.  YVillir.m'  Penn,  in  his  “Preseut 
titatc  of  America,”  printed  in  London,  in  1GS7, 
at  page  G9,  says:  “Their  language  is  lofty, 
yet  narrow,  but  like  tbe  Hebrew;  in  significa- 
tion full ; like  short  liand  in  writing,  one  word 
serveth  in  the  plr.ee  cf  three,  and  the  rest  are 
supplied  by  the  understanding  of  the  hearer; 
imperfect  in  tlieir  tenses,  wanting  in  their 
moods,  participle.^,  adverbs  and  conjunctions : 

I have  made  it  my  business  to  understand  it, 
that  I might  not  want  an  interpreter  on  any  oc- 
ca.sion  ; and  I must  say,  I know  not  a language 
spoken  in  Europe  that  has  words  of  more 
sweetness  or  greatness  in  accent  and  emphasis 
than  theirs;  for  instance,  Octorocken,  Rancn- 
cas,  Oricten,  Schakamaxoa,  Poquesin,  all 
which  are  names  of  places,  and  have  grandeur 
in  them  of  words  of  sweetness.  Anna  is 
mother  ; Immus,  brother  ; Netap,  friend  ; Ui- 
qne  oret,  very  good;  Poru,  bread;  Jletse,  eat; 
Matlo,  no  ; Nat'a,  have  ; Payo,  to  come.  If 
one  ask  them  of  any  thing  they  have  not,  they 
will  answer,  malla  ne  hotta,  which,  translated, 
is,  not  I have,  instead  of  I have  not."  The 
name  they  .applied  to  tbe  Swedes  was,  Akoores, 
.and  to  the  Dutch  and  English,  Senaares.  The 
Rev.  .John  Campanius,  of  whom  we  have  alluded, 
represents  the  Indians  as  having  been  frequent 
visitors  at  his  house,  and  that,  in  his  conversa- 
tion with  them,  generally  succeeded  in  making 
them  understand  the  leading  truths  and  doc- 
trines cf  the  gospel.  He  was  so  much  encour- 
aged, that  he  learned  their  language,  and 
translated  the  Lutheran  catechism  into  it.  and 
which  was  published  at  Stockholm  in  lOOG. 
[u  our  next  article  on  the  Swedes,  extracts 
from  it  will  be  given,  both  in  the  Indiau  and 
Swedish.  In  this  work  he  calls  the  Indian 
Language  the  “ American  Yirgiuiske  spraket.” 
It  i.s  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  of  those 
beautiful,  sonorous-sounding  Indian  names 
have  been  retained,  for  no  language  has  given 
any  more  agreeable  to  the  ear.  They  even 
won  tbe  admiration  of  Charles  Dickens,  who 
could  find  so  little  in  America  to  prai.-e.  As 
fur  as  our  investigations  have  been  made,  the 
following  constitute  all  the  Indian  names  wo 
were  enabled  to  ascertain,  as  now  existing  in 
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this  coui'ty;  y,  l*Likiouicn,  Aviisa.- 

I.ifkon,  l>ei'.nyp:'.ck,  Skiprack,  ^Ja^•atoga,  T.ico- 
\\Y,  1 j'.vniuOLciti,  MiagtJ,  Maskilmtio,  Go^bt- 
ii  anil  Maeovy'  creek';,  anti  l.Ie- 

■(ivK-'.aii  nu'i  Conshehock'.'n  hilL-'.  These  uatne-;, 
ii  liOpf'i,  luav  pvuvo  as  last’ng  as  the  sneanis 
i'.i-  I hilG  to  vrhicli  they  v.-ere  oi-iginaliy  applifl, 
{■'T  it  blio'.TiiI  be  remembered  lliot  they  aro  notv 
uhuost  the  only  mciiieutos  or  a departed  raoo. 
What  a Strangs  fatality  i Vi'liilc  the  once  lords 
of  creation  hero  have  forever  disiijipeared,  they 
have  left  those  names  behind  to  linger  by  our 
va’l'-ys  and  our  Liil-tops.  An  allusion  lias  been 
ina  !e  to  Indian  spccciies.  Vfe  Irave  concluded, 
partly  in  corroboration  of  our  remarks,  to  give 
:i  short  extract  of  one  delivered  at  the  court 
house  at  Lancaster,  in  Ihls  Pltate,  .Tune  SOtli, 
1711,  by  G ichradodotv,  a chief,  in  reply  to  the 
commissioners  of  b'irginia,  concertung  some 
land--.  It  is  t.akcn  from  Golden’s  History  cf 
the  Five  Indian  Nations,  tnillished  at  London, 
in  1 7 id,  pages  80-7  of  vol.  ii.  Vi  hat  rcnder.s 
this  effort  tire  more  extraordinary  is  that  the 
name  of  the  spe.aker  is  only  found  in  connec- 
tion with  this  speech,  otherwiGS,  like  nearly  nil 
the  others,  it  would  have  passed  into  oblivion. 
It  was  translated  at  the  time  into  English 
by  Conrad  Weiser,  who  was  the  interpreter. 
Where  an  uncultivated  mind  can  give  expres- 
sion to  such  striking,  original  and  concise  ideas, 
what  might  it  have  been  made  if  properly  ed- 
ucated by  the  best  schools  of  this  day  ? 

“ The  world  at  first  was  made  on  the  other 
fiido  of  the  Great  'Water,  different  from  what  it 
is  on  tills  side,  as  may  be  known  from  the  dif- 
ferent colors  of  our  skin,  and  of  cur  flesh,  and 
that  which  you  call  justice  may  not  be  so 
amongst  us;  you  have  your  laws  and  ou.stoms,. 
and  so  have  we.  The  Great  King  might  semi 
you  over  to  conquer  the  Indians,  but  it  looks 
to  us  thar  God  did  not  approve  of  it ; if  ho  Imd, 
ho  would  not  have  placed  the  sea  where  it  is, 
as  the  limits  between  as.  Vou  know  very  well, 
when  the  white  people  came  first  here  they 
were  poor;  but  now  they  have  got  our  lands, 
and  are  by  them  become  rich,  and  wo  are  now 
poor;  what  little  we  have  Irid  for  the  land  gous 
soon  away,  bu(  dte  lund  lasts  furever.’’ 

There  are  numbers  of  persons  tolerably  fa- 
iiiihar  with  Indian  In.story,  yet  if  they  were 
a-kei]  to  exfdain  fully  want  was  meant  by 
v.anipuni  and  tiir  !■  ilumct,  would  be  unable  to 
give  a satisfactory  auswcr.  These  are  so  otteu 
mentioned  in  our  colonial  rccord.s  end  areliivc? 


fiS  to  merit  some  Jssci  ipticn.  IVampum  pas.sed 
as  current  money  between  the  early  wbit-is  and 
Indians.  There  wore  two  kinds  of  it,  thu 
white  and  purpl-o.  They  were  both  worked 
into  the  fti'iu  of  beads,  generally  each  about 
iialf  an  inch  long,  and  out-eighth  broad,  with 
a hole  driilt'd  through  iLem  s:o  as  to  bo  strung 
oa  Lather  or  hempen  strings,  Tha  whits  was 
m-i'le  out  of  the  great  ecnch  or  sea-Eheil,  and. 
the  purple  out  of  the  iutide  of  the  uinscle 
shell.  These  bea'ls,  as  we  shall  call  them, 
alter  being  strung,  were  next  wo7.'‘’i  by'  the  lu- 
Jlan  v.'otiien  itito  belts,  sometimes  broud  u than 
a person’s  hand,  and  about  two  feet  long.  It 
was  these  that  wore  given  .and  received  at  their 
various  trcatie.s  as  seals  of  friendship  ; iu  mat- 
ters of  less  impoi  tauce,  only  a single  string  was 
given.  T ivo  pieces  of  white  wampun:  were  con- 
sidered to  equ.al  iu  value  one  of  the  purple. 
The  calumet  was  a large  smoking  pipe,  m ide 
Cut  of  £oui3  soft  stone,  commouly  of  a liark 
re'l  color,  v;ell  polished,  and  shaped  some- 
what in  ihi3  form  ol  a hatchet,  and  ornamented 
with  large  feathers  of  several  colors.  It  was 
used  in  all  their  treaties  with  the  whites,  and 
it  was  considered  by  them  as  a flag  of  truce 
between  ccntcuding  parties,  which  it  wouM  bo 
a high  crime  to  violate.  In  fact,  the  calumet 
by  them  was  considered  as  sacred  and  as  se- 
rious an  obligation  as  an  oath  among  tho 
Christians,  The  late  Idatthias  Holstein  found 
on  his  farm,  near  Norristown,  while  ploughing, 
a nurii’oo?  of  years  ago,  an  Indian  head,  inge- 
niously carved  in  stone.  Axes  and  arrow-heads 
are  still  occasionally  found  along  the  erAiro 
valley  of  tha  Schuylkill,  which,  in  a reflecting 
mini,  will  awaken  an  interest  in  the  people  to 
wiiom  they  once  belonged. 

The  early  Listory  of  Pennsy’lvania  is  not  one 
of  b!ood=ued,  like  that  cf  New  England.  One 
great  reason  of  this  is  the  fair  and  honorable 
purchases  made  here  fur  the  lauds  of  the  In- 
dians. From  the  earliest  period,  both  the 
.Swedes  and  the  English  recognized  in  the  na- 
tives a right  to  the  soil.  We  have  looked  in 
vain  to  find  an  instance  of  even  a single  murder 
or  outrage  having  been  committed  between  the 
Indians  and  the  whites  within  the  present 
i'li'.iti  of  Montgomery  county’.  At  the  time  of 
t.ic  first  settlement  of  the  Swedes  along  the 
i^.-laware  iu  1GC8,  they  purchased  the  lands 
lYoui  the  natives.  W'  learn  from  Campanius, 
t.-t  during  the  administration  of  .John  Ciau- 
ilius  Flsingb,  the  succsssor  of  OoTerncr  I’riiifz, 
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that  on  the  17lh  of  June,  1654,  there  was  held  j 
on  Tinicum  Island,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Schujlkill,  a great  treaty,  at  -which  were  pre-  •. 
Bent  ten  neighboring  chiefs,  besides  many  In-  ; 
dians.  The  right  of  the  Queen  of  Sweden  was  \ 
admitted  to  all  the  lands  which  they  had  sold,  ; 
and  the  old  league  of  friendship  was  duly  eon-  5 
firmed.  Naoman,  a firm  friend  of  the  Swedes,  1 
■was  the  principal  speaker  on  this  occasion,  i 
The  covenants  then  entered  into,  it  is  perhaps  s 
needless  to  add,  were  never  violated.  After  > 
the  business  of  the  treaty  had  been  concluded,  ^ 
two  great  kettles  of  aappan,  as  the  Swedes  called  ! 
mush  made  of  Indian  corn,  were  produced.  At  ^ 
one  the  chiefs  sat,  and  around  the  other,  the 
common  Indians,  all  seated  on  the  Boor.  Cam-  ' 
panius  says  they  “ fed  heartily  and  were  satis- 
fied.” 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  IViHiara 
Penn,  he  at  once  entered  upon  treaties  with 
the  Indian  chiefs  for  the  purchase  of  lands. 
By  the  royal  charter  granted  him  no  other  had 
the  right,  and  he  therefore  stipulated  with  the 
purchasers  under  him  to  extinguish  the  right  j 
of  the  Indian.s  to  the  same.  Ilis  religious 
principles  would  not  permit  him  to  wre.st  tlie 
Boil  from  those  to  whom  Nature  had  given  it,  J 
and  therefore  under  the  shade  of  *he  lofty 
trees  of  the  forest  did  he  make  his  treaties, 
and  which  were  duly  sanctified  by  smoking  in-  ; 
cense  from  the  calumet  of  peace.  In  these 
early  purchases  the  boundaries  are  often  vague 
and  undefined,  and  the  stations  cannot  always 
bo  precisely  ascertained  at  the  present  day. 
The  earliest  purchase  by  Penn,  of  any  part  of 
what  now  constitutes  Ulontgomery  county,  was 
made  the  25th  of  June,  1633,  of  Wingebonc, 
for  all  his  right  to  lands  lying  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Schuylkill,  beginning  at  the  lower  falls 
of  the  same,  and  so  on  up,  and  backwards  of 
said  stream  as  far  as  ids  right  goes.  The  next 
purchase  was  made  the  14th  of  July,  of  the 
same  year,  from  Seoane  and  Idquoquehan  and 
Others,  for  all  the  land  lying  between  theMau- 
ayunk  or  Schuylkill  Biver  and  Macopanackhan 
or  Chester  River,  and  up  as  far  as  the  Conshe- 
hocken  Hill,  which  is  opposite  the  present  bo- 
rough of  that  name.  Ou  the  same  day,  another 
purchase  was  made  of  Nenesfaickan,  Malebore, 
Neshanocke  and  Oscreneon,  for  the  lands  Ijing 
between  the  Schuylkill  and  Pennepack  streams, 
and  extending  as  far  north-west  as  Conshe- 
hocken,  but  now  better  known  as  Edge  Hi!!. 


On  the  Gdof  June,  1684,  all  the  right  of  5Iaugh- 
hongsinii  to  the  land  along  the  Peikiomen 
Creek,  was  duly  sold  and  conveyed.  Ou  the 
7lh  of  the  same  month  and  year,  Mettamicent 
relinquished  all  his  right  to  lands  on  both  sides 
of  the  Pennepack.  July  30th,  1685,  Shak- 
hopp.a,  Secane,  Malebore  and  Tangovas  con- 
veyed all  their  right  to  lands  situated  between 
Che.ster  and  Pennepack  Creeks,  and  e.xtending 
up  into  the  country,  in  a north-west  direction 
from  the  sources  of  those  streams,  two  full 
days’  journey.  This  almost  takes  in  the  whole 
of  the  county,  excepting  only  that  portion 
lying  east  of  the  Penny  pack  Creek.  July  5tii, 
1697,  another  purchase  was  made  from  Tam- 
auy,  IVeheelanJ,  'Wehequeekhon,  Yuqueckbon 
and  Quenamockquid,  for  all  their  right  to  lands 
; lying  between  the  Pennepack  and  Neshaminy 
I creeks,  and  e.xtcnding  in  a north-west  direction 
! from  the  Delaware  as  far  as  a horse  could 
; travel  iu  two  days.  Thus  was  finally  extin- 
guished by  purchase  all  the  right  and  title  of 
the  Indians  to  any  portion  of  the  soil  now 
embraced  within  the  limits  of  Montgomery 
County. 

An  Indian  council  was  held  by  previous  ap- 
poiutmetit,  at  the  house  of  Edward  Farmer, 
where  is  uow  the  village  of  IVhitemarsh,  ou 
; the  19th  of  Jlay,  1712.  The  Governor,  Charles 
I Gookin,  was  present,  with  the  Sheriff,  John 
1 Budd,  Coroner  Richard  Walker,  and  others. 

I A delegation  of  eleven  Delaware  Indians  was 
; present,  Sassunan  being  the  principal  chief, 

; accompanied  by  Ealoohelan  and  ScboUchy, 
i the  latter  being  speaker.  Edward  Farmer,  who 
! was  quite  familiar  with  the  Indian  language, 

I performed  the  duties  of  interpretor.  Scolit- 
1 chy,  iu  his  address  to  the  Governor,  mentioned, 
j that  as  the  Delawares  had  been  made  tributary 
j to  the  Mingoes,  or  Five  nations,  many  years  ago, 
i they  had  thought  proper  to  call  on  him  pre- 
^ vious  to  tlicir  seeing  those  tribes,  and  that  they 
had  brought  their  tribute  along,  which  was 
. July  presented  to  the  Governor,  and  consisted 
I of  thirty-two  belts  of  wampum,  of  various 
J figures,  and  a long  Indian  pipe  called  the  calu- 
met, made  of  stone,  the  shaft  of  -nhich  was 
5 adorned  with  feathers  resembling  wings,  besides 
s other  ornaments.  Their  business  was  amica- 
I bly  adjusted  to  the  entire  satisfaction  cf  ail 
) parties.  On  this  occasion  the  Governor  and 
I bis  friends,  thirteen  in  number,  camn  from 
Philadelphia  on  horseback, 
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I'lIE  SWEDES. 


gomery  county,  arrived  in  thesa  vessels  TLa 
Sv/cdes  zealously  endeavored  to  cultivate  pence 
with  the  Indians  and  Dutch,  who  had  settled 
and  taken  possession  of  the  country  on  the 
j opposite  side  of  the  river.  Minuet,  after  three 
5 years’  administration,  died,  and  Peter  Ilollen- 
^ dare,  his  successor,  after  ruling  a year  and  a 
I'he  credit  is  due  to  the  Swedes  of  having  ' half,  returned  home.  Inamediately  on  this 
made  the  first  permanent  settlements  in  Penn-  < event  John  Priniz  was  appointed  Governor,  and 
5ylviuia.  The  Dutch  founded  Fort  Orange  and  > the  Rev.  John  Campanius  chaplain  of  the  col- 
New  Amsterdam,  on  the  Hudson  River,  in  ^ ony.  They  sailed  from  Stockholm  August 
lfi'2.  These  settlements  proved  so  successful  ? IGih,  1642,  in  the  ship  Fame,  accompanied  by 
that  it  was  not  long  beforo  they  arrested  the  S two  other  vessels  of  war,  the  Swan  and  the 
attention  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  the  illustrious  | Charitas,  and  proceeded  up  the  Delaware  to  the 
tuonarch  of  Sweden.  William  Usselinx,  a Ilol-  J low  alluvial  island  called  by  the  natives  Tini- 
landcr  by  birth,  but  now  a distinguished  nricr-  | cum  or  Tinnekonk,  situated  below,  but  near 
chant  of  Stockholm,  couceived  the  idea,  iu  | the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill.  This  spot  Gov- 
1621,  of  starting  a company  somewhat  similar  | ernor  Priutz  selected  both  for  a colony  and  his 
to  the  Dutch,  for  trading  and  colonizing  pur-  < future  residence,  and  in  consequence  landed 
poses,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Delaware  River.  | here  in  February,  1643.  A strong  fort  was 
■Vll  the  necessary  stock  was  subscribed,  and  ] immediately  erected  of  large  green  hemlock 
every  thin-g  arranged  for  the  successful  prose-  | logs,  aud  a handsome  palace  for  the  Governor, 


cution  of  the  matter,  when  a German  war 
broke  out,  which  checked  the  enterprise,  and 
resulted  in  the  death  of  the  monarch,  at  the 
battle  of  Lutzen,  in  November,  1G32.  How- 
ever, the  project  was  not  allowed  to  slumber, 
and  during  the  minority  of  Queen  Christina, 


called  Printz  Hall,  which  was  surrounded  with 
a fine  orchard  and  pleasure  grounds.  Near  by, 
on  the  same  island,  were  also  erected  a num- 
ber of  houses  and  plantations  for  the  most  re- 
spectable colonists.  The  whole  was  called  New 
Gottenburg,  and  enjoyed  the  dignity  for  twelve 


her  excellent  prime  minister,  Oxenstieru,  re-  \ years  of  being  tbo  metropolis  and  capital  of 


vived  it  on  a somewhat  smaller  scale.  Two 
vessels,  the  “Key  of  Calmar’’  and  the  “Bird 
Grip,”  were  despatched  from  Gottenburg  to  the 
Delaware,  in  the  fall  of  1607,  with  colonists, 
provisions,  ammunition  and  merchandise  for 
traffic.  Peter  Minuet,  who  had  formerly  been 
Governor  of  New  .Vinsterdam,  but  had  become 
dissatisfied  with  the  company,  oft'erod  his  ser- 
vices to  the  Swedes,  and  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  expedition.  They  arrived 


New  Sweden.  Queen  Christina,  this  same 
year,  on  hearing  of  Governor  Printz's  valuable 
services  and  success  in  founding  the  colony, 
granted  him  the  island  and  town  thereon  as  a 
possession  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  and  his  heirs 
forever.  In  her  instructions  to  the  Governor, 
among  other  matters  sue  strictly  enjoined  him 
to  administer  justice  according  to  Swedish 
laws;  to  preserve,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
rnanuers  and  customs  of  Sweden;  to  promote 


^ . , 

salcdy  at  Capo  lleulcpen,  near  which  place  } diligently  all  prufltablo  branches  of  industry, 
they  first  landed.  A clergyman,  the  Rev.  ^ such  as  the  culture  of  grain,  of  tobacco,  of  the 
Rcorius  Turkillus,  accompanied  them  as  chap-  ? vine,  and  the  mulberry  for  silk,  the  raising  of 
lain.  They  made  a purchase  from  the  natives,  ^ cattle,  to  search  for  precious  metals,  diligently 
iu  1638,  of  the  lands  on  the  west  side  of  the  \ to  cultivate  a traffic  with  the  Indians,  and  es- 
bay,  from  Cape  llenlopen  to  Sauthicon,  or  the  ■ peclally  to  be  careful  to  undersell  the  Rng’ish 
tails  of  the  Delaware,  which  they  called  “ New  > aud  the  Dutch.  With  the  Indians  he  was  to 
.'<weden.”  They  next  proceeded  up  the  river  s confirm  the  former  purchases  of  lauds  and 
ari  l built  a town  and  fort,  on  the  north  side  of  \ treaties  cf  peace  ; and  as  far  as  practicable  to 
.Minciuiias,  or  Muigo  Creek,  three  miles  from  its  J win  them  over  to  embrace  Christianity,  and 
mcmtli,  which  they  called  Christina,  in  honor  of adopt  tho  manners  and  customs  of  civilized 
tboit  sovereign,  which  name  wasalso  given  to  the  i life.  Under  these  wholesome  instructions  tha 
stream.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  ancestors  of  ; Swedish  colony  abundantly  prospered, 
the  U tmbo.s,  the  HcDtein'j,  tl-.e  Yocums,  and  the  ^ The  early  Swedes  undoubtedly  were  a moral 
Matduus  and  others,  uow  so  numerous  iu  Mont-  ' and  religious  people,  auJ  uuder  the  most  ad- 
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verso  circiirnstanccs  never  lost  sight  of  tlic-ir  f eminent  transferred  tliere.  On  tlie  5th  of 
faith.  As  soon  as  oppovtunilies  permitied  a { Ucceiul'cr  of  this  year,  (ii;55),  a great  the 
commodious  church  of  veoed  was  huilt,  which  < broke  cut  in  New  Gottenburg,  which  con.=umed 
was  consecrated  by  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Campanias,  } the  fort  and  the  town.  Whether  this  disaster 
on  the  4th  cf  September,  IGl!},  and  was  the  \ w.as  brought  about  by  the  Dutch,  while  taking 
first  house  of  worship  erected  in  Dennsylvania.  ) or  holding  possession  of  the  place,  we  are  una- 
A burying  ground  was  laid  cut  adjacent,  and  j b!e  to  tel!,  but  the  circnrnstance  was  sufficient 
the  first  corpse  interred  was  that  of  Catharine,  | to  bring  on  a decline  from  which  it  never  rc- 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  Jl  inscn,  ou  the  fol-  | covered,  and  its  existen.ec  is  only  no w a matter 
lowing  28th  of  October.  This  church  has  long  i of  history.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  prin- 
since  been  destroyed,  and  in  consequence  of  ^ cipal  object  of  the  Dutch  and  Swedes  in  their 
the  scarcity  ot  stone  on  tbs  island  and  its  vi-  | settienients  along  the  Delaware  front  1C23  to 
cinity,  bricks  wore  used  in  its  foundation,  J iCG5,  was  the  prosecution  of  the  fur  trade, 
one  of  wkicli  may  now  bo  seen  in  the  codec-  \ with  the  Minqua  Indians.  The  documents  of 
tions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  j the  Holland  Company  in  1056,  speak  cf  tbo 
It  is  made  of  clay,  slightly  burnt,  and  of  a J great  beaver  trade  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  along 
light  amber  color,  its  dimensions  arc  sis.  and  a t which  for  the  more  successful  operations  of 
half  by  three  inches,  being  smaller  than  bricks  ^ this  traffic  they  erected  several  forts.  Cut 
made  at  the  present  day.  In  consequence,  it  \ the  Dutch  were  more  actuated  by  selfish  con- 
appears,  of  a too  rigid  cxcrci-e  of  authority,  sidcrations — a mere  love  of  gain — while  tho 
Governor  Drintz  became  quite  unpopular  among  > .Swedes,  by  cultivating  the  soil  to  some  extent, 
the  colonists,  and  after  a residence  of  ten  years  t gave  permanency  and  snceess  to  the  colony, 
returned  in  1652,  leavuig  his  son-ia-iiw,  I'r.p- ^ Ilovtcver  much  the  kind-hearted  Swedes  li.ad 
pegoia,  in  temporary  charge  of  the  colony.  < boc-n  wronged  by  their  masters,  retaliatory 
The  Svredes  about  this  time  also  formed  a set-  -^justice  was  approaching  to  teach  them  that  the 
tlement  a few  miles  below  Neve  Gottenburg,  ou  i way  of  the  transgressor  is  hard.  The  English, 
the  Delaware,  which  they  called  Upland,  which  ^ in  Kail,  conquered  the  whole  country  of  New 
coctinued  to  bear  this  name  till  the  arrival  of  i;  Netherlands,  and  Sir  Cobert  Carr  became  dep- 
Penn,  in  1GS2,  when  it  was  caliod  Chester.  | uty  governor  here,  under  Diehard  Nichols,  of 
They  also  had  two  settlements  and  forts  on  the  j Now  Vork.  At  the  lower  end  cf  the  present 
Schuylkill,  a short  distunse  above  its  mouth,  ( city  of  Philadelphia  the  Swedes  had  a small 
which  they  called  Gtipsholia  and  New  Wasa.  | setllemcut,  which  was  called  V/icaco,  where  a 
In  1654,  Peter  Lindstrora,  the  royal  Swedish  > a block  house,  in  1CG9,  was  built  for  the  purpo- 
engineer,  made  a map  of  New  Sweden,  wbicli  | ses  of  defence,  armed  with  “loop-holes,’' 
included  the  bay  and  river  Delaware,  with  the  > wliicti  in  1677  was  converted  into  a house  of 
adjacent  country  ou  the  west  side,  up  as  far  as  t worship.  The  spot  is  still  tised  for  this  pur- 
the  falls  at  Trenton.  It  has  al-o  the  Soluiyl-  ’ pose  to  the  present  day,  being  the  site  of  the 
kill  marked  as  far  up  as  to  contain  a part  of  the  ^ .Swc'lcs  Cliurcb,  the  llev.  Jacob  Fabricius 
territory  now  comprised  in  Montgomery  ccun-  j being  the  first  pastor.  Three  Swedes  of  the 
t}'.  Thougli  tills  map  is  not  a correct  one,  yet n.tme  of 
there  is  cncugb  delineated  to  show  that  the  ' tiio  city 
Swedes  at  this  time  were  tolerably  iaraii:ar  rciin,siiort!yafierhisr.rrival,forasmallcon- 
witb.  the  country.  A few  English  families  f.oin  5sider.itiuii.  Upland,  the  English,  ia  1G7.3, 
Maryland  settled  upon  the  SohuyikiU  as  early 
a.s  1642.  Thc-y  were,  however,  soou  after 
driven  away  by  the  Ilollauders.  Thu  Dutch 


Swanson  owned  the  land  on  which 
Et.itids,  whicii  they  relinquished  to 


West  India  Company  h.aving  for  some  time  h.ad 
possession  of  the  opposite  siiores  of  the  Dc.a- 
warc,  now  New  Jersey,  began  to  covet  the 
western  side  also,  at  length  ia  1C  11,  laid  claim 
to  this  territory'  uulor  a grant  from  the  gov- 
erumeut  of  lloliaiid,  and  the  year  aider  war 
eubdued  by  .Stuyvesaut,  th.j  Dute'.i  G iverncr  of 


ma  io  tho  chief  place  of  a judicial  district, 
I' tom  tho  “ Ccuvt  llccurds”  of  tliis  place  wc 
iearn  that  iu  D;,  i , Lier  Guh'itan,  Pell  Laerson, 
and  Peter  Krlckson  took  up  three  hundred 
a.TCt  near  tho  “ Falls  of  Schuylkill.”  Having 
[ rocei'Jc'!  so  far  in  chronological  order,  wo  will 
l.iL  back  to  say  that  a ship,  called  the  Msron- 
I'i;’.-',  arrivcl  from  ."divedeu,  in  IGo'',  filled  with 
euiigr.ints.  .As  the  Dutch  had  the  year  pre- 
v:  'US  lukcu  p .v.so.-sioa  cf  the  country,  tney 


Nevt  Amsterdam,  now  New  York,  and  the  gov-  5 tried  to  prevent  her  from  ascending  the  river. 
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l.ul  the  ItiJian?,  ever  the  true  friends  of  the  \ 
interposed  their  authority,  when  the  ^ 
^hll)  was  permitted  to  pass  on  and  discharge  \ 
her  passengers  and  freight.  J 

The  Itcv.  John  Cantpanius,  of  whom  we  have  | 
several  times  spoken,  deserves  at  our  hands  a ! 
f srtlior  notice.  lie  was  bora  in  the  village  of 
P'rust  il'.tlt,  Sweden,  in  the  year  IGOO.  His  )’ 
works  show  that  while  young  bo  must  have  | 
received  a good  education,  and  that  at  no  po-  / 
riod  of  lii.s  tong  life  had  been  an  idle  student.  < 
It.aibtlo.ss  owing  to  his  abilities'  e received  the  \ 
nppoinfmeiit  of  preceptor  of  the  Orphans’ 
l!..use  at  trtoekholin.  This  pest  he  held  till  he  j 
neeived  the  appointnient  of  Chapl.ain,  under  j 
tiovernor  rrii:tz,  of  the  colony’-  about,  to  be  ( 
esfalilislied  in  New  Sweden.  lie  sailed  with  I 
the  evpe.lition  in  August  and  arrived  at  t 

Tinicuin  Island,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Sc'iuyl-  ' 
kill,  in  Ki-bruary  of  the  next  year.  A church 
was  erected  here  in  iC-b'),  having  no  doubt  pre-  s 
viously  held  wcr.'hip  in  Governor  I’riutz's  [ 
mansion.  .-V  desire  to  bo  spiritually  use-  | 
fill  to  the  Indian?,  induced  him  to  study  their  ' 
laugu'ige,  which  Le  acquired  at  length  with  ' 
tolerable  proficiency.  During  his  residence  1 
here  he  htid  tiie  foundation  of  his  two  princi-  ^ 
pal  works:  Luther’s  Catechism  in  the  Swedish  5 
and  Indian  linguage?,  with  a vocabulary,  and  I; 
the  Uc.scriplicn  of  ^'ew  Swei’ien.  It  is  much  I 
regretted  that  he  never  finished  these  works  j 
Jiim.scif.  lie  returned,  -with  his  family,  from  J 
Elfsborg,  in  the  ship  Swan,  on  the  ICth  of  I 
clay,  IGbS,  and  landed  at  Stockholm,  July  3d,  ■; 
in.aking  the  voyage  in  sixty-three  days,  wldcli  ;> 
WU3  Cuiisidered  a remarkably  short  passage.  ; 
Soon  after  liis  ariival  he  -wa?  made  fir.st  preach-  ■ 
er  cf  the  .-\dmiralty,  and  afterward?  pastor  of  . 
Vpi  lud,  where  we  believe  he  C'Htirmcd  to  pre-  : 
si.lo  till  Li-,  death.  He  died  tbs  ITt.h  of  Sep-  ; 
teniher,  IGbu,  at  the  tidvancc  1 ago  of  eighty-  ' 
three  year?,  uiul  was  interrej  lo  tiie  Church  of  i 
Fro?t  Unit,  where  a monument  is  erected  to 
hi.?  nictnory.  There  is  coinmotdy  attached  to  { 
l-M  name  Iho  word  llohn,  which  has  led  s'-'Veval  j 
t,j  [ re-nme  it  to  be  his  surname,  but  in  fact  was  \ 
lati  a led  t , ii;ip’y  th'it  he  wa.s  from  eituckholni, 
>'it:  1 alb':  s liidt.g  cu.stomury  in  tho.se  day.?. 
H.-  ^ .n,  it,  ri[  i.e.ii'.,,  w.i  i in  tiiis  c untry  ’,\iili  , 
hit.'i,  an.l  Irom  the  ; a;.er.s  cf  the  forvai'V  and  - 
the  r, of  the  latter,  with  perl.ar.?  sonic 
otlicr  traditionary  matter,  .i xrn,  T.honias 
' i.'ip.iuiu?,  wlio  waa  r.'V.'V  in  Aui'-rifi,  pi  ’-  ’ 

' tred  an  1 pub’.Dhc  l the  aforesaid  Wori:?. 


These  labors  of  Campanius  possess  a particu- 
lar value,  and  go  to  siijply  what  otlierwi.?o 
would  have  been  a considerable  gap  in  the 
early  history'  of  rennsyivauia.  IVhat  adds  to 
their  interest  at  this  day  is  their  remarkable 
originality  and  vigor  of  inisd  which  they  dis- 
■phiy.  Tiiere  are  a few  defects  in  them  which 
wo  iiuiit  overlook  on  account  of  the  manner 
under  which  they  were  prepared.  Tlie.se  con- 
sist, cliiefiy,  of  a few  inacciaracies  as  regards 
dates,  and  an  occasional  lingo  of  exaggera- 
tion. There  is  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  the 
■first  missionary  among  tiie  Indians  in  I’cna- 
sylvania,  if  not  within  the  limits  of  the  thir- 
teen original  colonies.  lie  began  the  transla- 
tion of  the  Catechism  in  the  Lenui  Leuape 
language,  in  IGfG,  being  fifteen  years  before 
the  puhiioation  of  the  Is’ew  Testament  of  .loha 
Elliot  into  the  Indian  language  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

The  works  of  C.-irnpanius,  as  may  well  bo 
expected,  at  this  day,  ore  extremely  mro. 
There  is  a copy  of  each  in  the  Phil.idslp’r  ■;!, 
Library,  and  a copy  of  Lis  New  Sweden  in  the 
Library  of  the  llistorica!  Society;  none  ctlier 
i.s  known  to  us,  at  least  iu  I’ennsylvania.  The 
Catechism,  which  was  printed  in  iC3d,  is  a 
sm.alq duodecimo  of  IGO  pages,  to  wldch  is  ap- 
pended. a vocabulary  of  2S  pages  of  the  Indiian, 
or,  as  he  calls  it,  Virginian  language.  The 
following  is  copded  from  its  title  page  and  is  in 
the  bivedish  : “ Lutheri  Catechismus  Of'.vcrsait 
pa  Ai.tnerican-Virgini,?ke  Spraket.  Stockholm, 
Tryct  vthi,  thet  af  Konigl-Maytt,  privileg. 
DiircimrJi  Tryckeri  af  1. 1.  Geriath,  f.  Anno. 
MDCXCVI.”  Eoliowing,  from  page  130,  is  the 
Lord’s  Frayer,  in  the  Indian  and  also  in  the 
SvveJis’n.  These  are  given  chiefly  to  s’lotv  to 
our  reader?  what  comparison  may  exist  le- 
t-ivecu  th-ose  two  la.nguages  and  the  EngiDh  or 
German. 

“ Noosbun  Kesukquot,  Qaittiana  tara-anach 
Koowesuonk.  I’eyauir.oo'itch  Kukke  tu.tsoo 
tamuonk.  Kntte  nautamoonk  ncu  uach  ohiieit 
ncanc  Kesukquut.  Nummcct  sunnga-u  asoko.- 
sukokish  ass ) tuaijnean  yeuyeu  kosu’KoJ  Kuh 
al^quontam-ij  imtean  uumat  che.seongash  Xcunc 
m.’.ichenehu  fpaeagig  uata  quonta  niounnoncg. 
.’ill  quo  sagkom  paguuaiuner.u  en  qutchiiuaon- 
gaiilf.  'Vebe  poLquo’u  V.'ussiucan  wutcu  m.a- 
cliitut.  .bluer..’’ 

“ I’i-der  war  som  ost  i Ilimblotn.  HEgat 
w.ii-'lo  tikk  Xir.iti.  Tilkcniinc  tikk  lEike. 
iShcc  tin  Uiiic,  haioul  Eimiucion,  sa  co'i  r-i 
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Jordonne.  Wai  t dsigeligrit  Bred  gif  ofz  i Dag. 
Ocb  forlat  osz  wara  skulder,  sasarn  ock  wij  for- 
l«te  them  osz  ekyidige  aro.  Och  inlcd  oiz  icke 
i Trestelsen.  Vtan  frals  csz  ifi-an  Oiido.  Ty 
tlkk  ar  Rijkct,  Machteu  och  Ilarligheteri  i 
Eweghet,  Amen.” 

The  other  NTOik  of  Campanius  was  also 
printed  at  Stockholm,  in  the  Swedish,  in  1702, 
the  title  of  which  is  “,Kort  Beskyrfunnig  om 
Provincian  Nya  StTorlge  calias  I’enusylvaiiia,” 
which  literally  translated  reads  “ Brief  De- 
scription of  the  ProYince  of  New  Sweden,  now 
Pennsylvania.”  It  contains  several  maps  of 
the  country  which  were  made  before  16-5o,  be- 
sides several  curious  copper-plate  engravings. 
TYe  shall  now  give  a few  additional  extracts 
from  this  work  which  relate  to  this  section  of 
the  country,  and  from  their  novelty  cannot  fail 
to  interest  tho  reader. 

“About  the  F:tlls  there  grow  walnut,  chest- 
nwt,  peach  and  mulberry  trees,  and  several 
sorts  of  plum  trees,  and  grape  vines  ; hemp 
and  hops  grow  in  abundance.  On  this  river 
tliere  grows  a plant,  the  fruit  of  which  is 
round,  and  is  called  Calabash.  It  is  a vine  that 
runs  along  the  ground.  The  fruit  is  shaped 
like  a pear.  Some  are  as  large  as  a great 
pumpkin,  and  others  are  as  small  as  a suutl- 
box.  The  skin  is  yellow,  smooth,  and  thin  as 
glass;  it  is  hard  and  tough  as  horn.  If  they 
chance  to  fall  on  the  ground  they  will  nut  split 
to  pieces.  Within,  they  are  full  of  seeds; 
when  these  are  taken  cut  the  fruit  serves  as  a 
vessel  for  several  uses.  If  sawed  in  two  they 
will  make  bottles,  cups  and  dishes,  and  for 
variety’s  sake  they  may  be  rimmed  with  silver. 
Some  of  them  are  so  large  that  they  will  hold 
a gallon  or  more.  There  is  also  a kind  of  lly, 
which  the  Indians  call  Cucuyo,  which  in  the 
night  gives  so  strange  a light  that  it  is  sutli- 
cient,  when  a man  is  traveling,  to  show  him 
the  way:  one  may  also  write  and  read  tlie 
smallest  print  by  the  light  which  they  give. 
When  the  Indians  go  in  the  night  a hunting, 
they  fasten  these  in  ects  to  their  hands  and 
feet,  by  wliich  they  can  see  tiieir  way  as  well 
as  in  the  day  time.  One  night  those  flies 
frightened  all  tlie  soldiers  that  were  on  guard 
at  Fort  Christina;  they  thought  tliey  were 
enomies  advancing  toward  them  with  lighted 
matches.  There  is  here,  also,  a large  and  Imr- 
riblo  serpent,  which  is  called  a rattlesnake. 
It  has  a head  like  a dog,  and  can  blto  off  a 
aiati’s  leg  as  if  cut  with  au  axe.  There  aro 


j horny  joints  in  their  tails,  which  make  a noisd 
i like  children’s  rattles,  and  when  they  sec  a man 
) they  V iiid  themselves  in  a circle,  and  sliake 

I tiieir  heads,  wliich  can  be  heard  at  the  distance 
of  a liuudrcd  yards,  so  that  one  may  put  him- 
self on  his  guard.  These  snakes  are  three 
yards  long,  end  th'ck  as  Cue  tliickest  part  of  a 
^ man’s  leg;  they  are  as  many  year.s  oM  as  they 

1 liave  rattles  in  their  tails  : tiieir  color  is  brown, 

) 

{ black  and  yellow.” 

I It  appears  that  the  calabash  is  a native  of 
\ this  country,  and  that  its  name  is  of  Indian 
; origin,  a circumstance  we  have  not  seen  men- 
' tioned  in  any  otlier  work.  It  seems  as  if  Mr. 

^ Campauius  had  no  knowledge  of  the  poisonous 
i qualities  of  tlie  rattlesnake.  The  Rev.  An- 
\ drew  Saiidel,  who  was  the  Swedish  minister  at 
' Wicaco,  from  ITU‘2  to  1719,  and  if  not  anativa 
< of  Sweden  was  at  least  educated  there,  and 
I belonged  to  what  was  called  the  “ mission.’’ 
\ The  following  is  his  account  of  the  appearance 
I of  the  locusts,  as  published  in  Clay’s  Swedish 
j Annals : — 

) “In  May,  I7l5,  n multitude  of  locusts  came 
j out  of  the  ground,  everywhere,  even  on  the 
> solid  roads.  They  were  wholly  covered  with 
< a shell,  and  it  seemed  very  wonderful  that  they 
[ could  penetrate  tho  hard  earth.  Having  come 
\ out  of  the  carih,  they  crept  out  of  the  shells, 
{ flew  away,  sat  down  on  tho  trees,  and  made  a 
} peculi.ar  noise  till  evenings.  Being  spread  over 
) the  country  in  such  numbers,  tho  noise  they 
I made  was  so  loud  that  the  cow-bells  could 
< scarcely  be  heard  in  tho  woods.  They  pierced 
j the  bark  on  the  branches  of  the  trees,  and  de- 
li posited  their  eggs  in  the  opening.  Many  ap- 
i preheii'Jeil  that  the  trees  would  wither  in  eoQ- 
^ sequence  of  this,  but  no  symptom  of  it  was  ob- 
I served  the  next  year.  Hogs  and  poultry  fed 
i on  them.  Eveu  the  Indians  did  eat  them,  es- 
> pectally  when  they  first  came,  boiling  them  a 
) little.  They  did  not  continue  long,  but  died 
j in  the  month  of  June.  The  same  year  wa.s 
')  very  fruitful.” 

1 .-Vccustunicd  as  we  now  aro  to  those  things, 
' they  seem  of  little  moment,  but  to  the  early 
( Europeans  they  justly  excited  astonishment, 
I being  so  unlike  anything  feund  in  their  own 
S country. 

i The  charter  of  Pennsylvania  was  granted  by 
i Charles  II.,  Itlarch  4th,  1G81.  V»'iiliani  Penn, 

< the  founder  of  Pennsylvania,  laniicct  at  Upland, 
i njw  called  Chester,  on  ib.a  Srh  of  Novem'oer, 
, (new  style)  Ibdfl,  from  the  ship  IS'elcomc,  c jU'.- 
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iimiuK’.l  by  Robert  Grecn.-iviray.  Kicliard  i 
TdwnsciiJ,  a passenger  in  this  vessel,  states  in  5 
Ills  ••Testimony,”  that  “At  our  arrival  we  < 
f.mul  it  a wilderness;  the  chief  inhabitants., 
Were  Indians,  and  some  Swedes,  who  received 
us  in  a fiiendly  manner,  and  though  there  was  s 
ft  great  number  of  us  the  good  hand  of  Provi- 
desice  was  seen  in  a pai  ticular  m.anner,  in  tljat  ^ 

rro'isions  were  found  for  us,  by  tlie  Swedes 
* s 

a d Inilians,  at  very  reasonable  rates.”  Penu  ^ 

proceeded  at  this  place  to  establish  bi.s  govern-  ^ 
nicnt  over  the  infant  province,  and  convened  ^ 
an  assembly  wliich  met  on  the  4th  of  Decern-  > 
her  following.  Tliis  session  only  lasted  three  j 
days  and  enacted  three  laws.  One  was  to  na- 
tiirulizc  the  .Swedes,  Dutch  and  other  foreign-  { 
ers  in  the  province.  Late  in  the  year  iOS2,  ^ 
assisted  by  Thomas  Holme,  the  Surveyor  Gen-  ^ 
oral,  Penn  laid  out  Philadelphia  on  land  pur-  1 
chased  from  three  Swedes.  The  Proprietary,  | 
It  appears,  was  delighted  with  the  kind  rccep-  ^ 
tiun  he  received  from  the  gentle-hearted  1 
Swedes.  After  his  departure  from  this  conn-  ^ 
try  he  sent  a letter  from  London,  dated  the  ^ 
IGlh  of  1st  mo.,  16S4-5,  to  Thomas  I.loyd,  ^ 
President  of  Council,  in  which  he  says,  ^ 
“Salute  me  to  the  Swedes,  Captain  Cock,  old  j 
Peter  Cock,  and  Piambo,  and  their  sons,  the  j 
Swansons,  Andrew  Binkson,  P.  Yoakum,  and  | 
the  rest  of  them.  Their  ambassador  here  ^ 
dined  with  me  the  other  day.”  Penn,  again,  1 
in  his  ‘•Present  State  of  America,”  printed  in  > 
London,  in  1087,  at  p.age  lOG  says,  “I  must  i 
needs  commend  the  Swedes’  respect  to  author-  5 
ity,  and  kind  behavior  to  the  English  ; they  do  \ 
not  degenerate  from  the  oid  friendship  between  i 
both  kingdoms.  As  they  are  people  proper  j 
and  strong  cf  body,  so  they  have  fine  children,  J 
ami  almoit  every  house  full,  rare  to  find  one  of  \ 
them  without  tiiree  or  four  boys,  and  as  many  ) 
girls;  so  me  sis,  seven,  eight  sous  : And  I must  ^ 
do  them  tliat  right,  I see  few  young  men  more  \ 
sober  and  industrious.”  ^ 

Yc  can  well  imagine  the  condition  of  any. 
pC'jple  living  for  so  many  years  as  isolateii  ns  \ 
the  Rwedes  did  from  their  mother  country,  that  ;■ 
any  occurrcnco  which  would  tlirow  ligiit  on  s 
llieir  kindred  and  friends  abroad,  would  stir  up  ^ 
within  laeir  breasts,  as  it  would  in  moat  human  J 
btiugs  similarly  situated,  the  strong  and  warm  \ 
sparks  of  allection  which  still  binds  the  race  | 
to  the  Lind  of  its  fathers.  About  the  year  IGfiO,  i 
Andrew  Printz,^a”iiephew  of  Governor  Printz,  < 
unpipectodly  visited  his  countrymen  along  the  ) 


Delaware,  and  wrs  hailed  with  delight,  nfl’eo- 
tion  ami  warm  hospitality.  He  was  from  ti.o 
“ fatherland,”  and  could  tell  them  much  about 
their  own  dear  Sweden.  Two  men,  at  least, 
were  still  living  who  had  ciMssed  the  ocean  with 
their  first  Governor:  old  Peter  Bonde  and  Pe- 
ter Uambo.  Young  Printz  returned  to  Svcdin, 
and  !it  Gotteib'jrg  met  with  John  Thelin,  the 
postmaster  of  the  place,  and  to  whom  he  re- 
lated the  circumstances  of  his  journey,  and 
particularly  of  the  di,-covery  he  had  made  of  a 
settlement  of  “old  Swedes.”  on  the  Delaware, 
who  lived  comforiably,  had  good  land,  dwelt 
together  in  liarmony,  and  used  the  old  Swedish 
way  in  every  thing.  Communication  between 
Sweden  and  Pennsylvania  at  this  time,  it  should 
be  remembered,  wan  very  rare.  John  The’in 
was  acquainted  with  a sister  of  old  Peter 
Rambo,  who  lived  in  Gottenburg,  and  through 
lieraid  sent  a letter  of  inquiry  to  the  Swedes 
along  the  Delaware,  dated  November  Tilth, 
1C92,  and  which  was  received  the  23d  of  May, 
of  the  following  year.  A reply  w.as  sent  eight 
days  after,  by  Charles  Spritiger,  of  Christina, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  they  were  in  want 
of  two  ministers  of  the  “true  Lutheran 
fftitb,”  3 books  of  sermons.  12bibles,  42  psalm 
books,  TOO  tracts,  with  200  catechisms,  and  ns 
many  primers,  and  for  which  punctual  pay- 
ment was  ofi'ered.  AVith  this  letter  wa.s  sent 
an  interesting  account  of  the  mode  of  life 
among  the  Swedes,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract:  “As  to  what  concerns  our  situa- 
tion in  this  country,  we  are  for  the  most  part 
husbandmen.  AVe  plough  and  sow  and  till  the 
ground;  and  ns  to  our  meat  and  drink,  we 
live  according  to  the  old  Swedish  cu.-tom. 
This  country  is  very  rich  and  fruitful,  and  here 
grow  all  sorts  of  grain  in  great  plenty,  so  tliat 
we  are  richly  supplied  with  meat  and  drink, 
and  we  send  out  yearly  to  our  neighbors  on 
tills  continent  ami  the  neighboring  islands, 
bread,  grain,  flour  and  oil.  AVe  have  here  ail 
sorts  of  beasts,  fowls  and  fishes.  Our  wives 
and  daughters  employ  themsedves  in  spinning 
wool  and  flax,  and  many  of  them  in  weaving; 
so  that  we  have  great  reason  to  thank  tlie  Al- 
mighty for  his  manifold  mercies  and  benefits. 
AVe  a'so  live  in  peace  and  friendship  with  one 
another,  anil  the  Indians  have  not  molested  us 
for  many  years.  Further,  since  this  country 
has  ceased  to  be  under  the  government  of 
Sweden,  we  are  bound  to  say,  for  the  sake  nf 
ivutli,  that  we  have  becu  well  and  kindly 
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trf’r.tci’,  ns  well  tiy  the  Dutch  ns  bj-  his  Mnjes- 
t\',  th.e  King  of  Enghuul.  'Ve  hnvo  ahruys  b.m! 
over  us  goou  aaJ  gracious  magistrates,  and  we 
live  with  one  another  ia  peace  and  quiet  ness.” 
The  Swedish  inhabitarits  w’ere  inueli  nratilicJ 
in  receiving,  shortly  after,  the  •ninister.s  and 
books  wliich  tltey  so  earnestly  desired,  by  order 
of  the  Swedish  g.ivcrurnent,  free  of  charge. -t' 

The  present  prpnlation  of  Swcdisli  extrac- 
tion in  Penusy Ivatiia  rnu-t  now  ho  considerable, 
lly  order  of  Governor  Sluyvesaiit,  it  was  ns- 
certaiued,  in  IGoO,  that  there  were  one  hundred 
and  thirty  Swedish  families  in  New  SiveJen. 
In  lOOd  these  had  increased  to  one  bumlred 
and  eiglity-nine  families,  numbering  upwards 
of  nine  hundred  and  thirty-nine  inhtibitants. 
Bancroft,  in  liis  liistory  of  tbs  United  States, 
estimates  them  now  as  being  one  part  in  two 
hundred  of  the  present  population.  lie  sup- 
poses that  at  the  titneof  their  surrcuiier  to  the 
Dutch,  in  lGo-5,  that  they  may  have  exceeded 
seven  hundred  souls.  So  far  we  have  rather 
generalized  the  subject,  which  was  deemed 
necessary  for  a better  ur.dei'standiiig  of  the 
subsequent  history  of  ih.e  Swedes,  as  they  pro- 
gressed up  the  Schuylkill,  founded  settlements, 
built  churches,  .and  gave  u.imes  to  p.Iacos, 
around  which  have  since  clustered  revolution- 
ary associations. 

Among  our  ancient  Swedish  famiUcs,  none 
are,  perhaps,  as  numerous,  at  this  day,  us  that 
of  Rainbo.  V.'hethcr  there  was  more  than  one 
bearing  this  name  that  came  from  Sweden  with 
Governor  Minuet,  in  1737.  we  arc  unable  posi- 
tively to  tell,  but  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  I’eter  Rambo  and  Lis  family  included  the 
whole.  It  appears  that  he  -.ras  a com-oicaous 
man  in  the  early  settloment,  from  what  iitllc 
has  been  handed  down  to  us..  In  1C57,  ho  was 
appointed  by  the  Director  General  one  of  tlio 
magistrates  of  the  colony:  he  was  also  a.  co::i- 
missary,  which  office  he  resigned  i;i  Ibdl.  On 
the  1st  of  7'Iay,  IGCS,  Colonel  Francis  Lovelace, 
of  77ow  York,  made  him  one  of  tlic  counsellors 
of  Robert  Carr,  the  deputy  governor,  lie  was 
appointed  a justice  of  the  peace,  October  3rd, 
1G7G,  with  five  others,  in  the  .luii-dietion  of 
Delaware  River  and  depemlencie^,  any  three  or 
more  to  he  a Court  of  .’Judicature  for  o:ie  year. 
As  ho  had  a sister  living  in  Goltetihui-g,  in  li'.'.'i,’, 
and  with  wlioni  he  had  a ccrroponucnc'',  the 
in.fcreuco  is  that  ho  may  i are  bvui  a native  nf 
that  plai'p.  lie  wa" -niii  l;vln,!.'i;\  b'l  •‘1.  !':id. 
with  Andrew  Boude,  w.as  perhaps  Ihci'idy  scr 


; vivor  nf  those  who  came  over' m the  first  espe- 
; dition.  lie  had  then  four  surviving  sons  ; thesu 
t were  Deter,  Gunner,  Andrew  ami  John. 

( Deter  llambo,  Jr.,  we  find  first  mentioned  in 
i Walter  Wharton’s  Duok  of  Surveys,  at  Harris- 
J burg,  freni  which  wo  learn  that  there  was  a 
; tract  of  laml  sutveycJ  to  him,  ca.lled  ‘‘  Rams- 
j dorp,”  extending  from  the  Donnepac’^  cieck, 
northeasterly,  fifty  perches  along  the  If  Aaware, 
/ and  which  contained  three  Imudred  acres.  In 
^ December,  1081,  ho  is  mentioned  in  the  Upland 

> Court  Records.  lie  was  present  at  the  landing 
'■  of  Denii  at  U[dand,  now  Chester,  November  8, 

; li'.82.  'With  Swan  Swanson  he  was  a witness 
‘ to  the  Indians  signing  the  deed  of  .Tuiy  1-lth, 
,,  IGSo,  for  lands  to  William  Penn.  In  the  list  of 
1 Swedish  inhabit.aiits,  in  1G03,  he  is  mentioned 
' as  having  six  per.-^or.s  ia  his  family.  Chartned 
i with  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  Sobiiylkiil 
I valley,  lie  removed  with  his  family  from  the 
\ vicinity  of  Upland  and  settled  in  Upper  Aleriou 
I township,  in  1712,  where  he  had  purchased  a 
■ large  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  river,  and  oa 
' wliich  he  spent  the  rcm.alnder  of  his  days. 

I Gunner  r.an.bo,  brother  of  the  aforesaid,  we 
find,  w.rs  a member  of  the  grand  jury,  at  Pbiia- 
( delphio,  the  27th  of  12th  month.  1083,  and 
I rc['resented  riiiladelphia  county  in  the  Assem- 
J bly,  in  1CS5.  In  the  list  of  1G93,  he  is  repre- 
( son  ted  as  having  six  ia  his  family.  lie  moved 
J into  Upper  Merion  about  the  time  his  brother 

> did,  and  took  up  a large  tract  above  but  adja- 
^ cunt  to  Lii,  and  fronting  on  the  river.  It  was 
j on  a poi  tiou  of  liio  land  that  the  Swedes’  Church 
i was  built. 

s jVndrew  Rainbo,  we  find,  was  appointed  by 
i the  Court  at  Upland,  March  llih,  1G8I,  one  of 
J uiiie  overseers  of  highways,  whose  jurisdiction 
i extended  frem  Marcus  Hook  to  the  Falls  of 
; Delaware.  The  portion  assigned  -to  him  was 
‘ from  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill  to  Tacony  creek. 
^ We  find  ho  was  continued  in  the  same  the  year 
^ following.  The  law,  at  this  time,  required  the 
road,!  to  be  rep.aired  before  the  last  d.ry  of  May. 
Ill  the  list  of  IGUC,  he  is  vepve.Hented  as  having 
nine  persons  in  his  family,  and  John  Rambo, 
'lx. 

Mnns  or  Alonnee  Rambo  was  the  son  of  Gun- 
ner Rambn,  ami  was  Inm  in  1603,  and  accora- 
, punied  hi.s  father  to  Upper  ADuion,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  lie  was  a 
famous  hunter,  and  his  exploit.s  still  live  in  the 
' tradlfioa:-"  of  tl.e  neighh'.rhoo,!.  AVhen  lie  first 
‘ came  iiere,  ho  n-ed  to  .say  tliat  Ih.cre  were  num- 
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bors  of  frlenJly  Iiiui  ins  about  !UiJ  amonq:ihem.  j with  bis  family.  Ilis  children,  grand- cbiUlren, 
lie  stated  that  he  had  shot  numbers  of  deer  J great-grand-children  and  great-great-grand- 
in  the  ricinity  as  late  as  the  year  1770.  Once  ' children  have  been  born  in  that  house,  and  its 
ho  shot  a panther  which  he  foutid  attempting  j walls  still  stand,  though  they  have  been  built 
to  attack  his  dog.  Another  time,  he  wounded  } upon  and  added  tc  several  times  since.  The 
a large  deer,  and  in  stepping  across  it  to  cut  , aforesaid  had  a son,  Mathias,  who  was  born  in 
its  t<>roat  with  a knife,  the  deer  node-  off  with  - 1717,  and  married  'Magiialena,  daughter  of 
him  at  full  speed;  however,  he  clung  to  its  J Marcus  Hillings,  of  Morlatton,  a Swed.i^h  set- 
back and  iu  this  po-itiou  >uecccded  in  killing  \ tlemcnt  on  the  Schuylkill,  four  miles  above  the 
the  animal.  The  Swedes’  Churc'o.  in  17G0,  was  . present  borough  of  I’ottstown.  Mrs.  Holstein, 
built  on  a portion  of  his  farm.  In  the  giave-  j wtio  survived  her  husband  many  years,  related 
yard  of  the  same  may  be  seen  a large  stone  ^ several  incidents  iu  her  early  life,  w’nich  at 
which  has  luscribiai  on  it,  ‘‘In  mrmory  of  ^ this  day  seem  quite  curious. 

Mons  llimbo,  who  ilepirted  this  life  Oc’ober  ;;  She  well  remembered,  when  quite  young, 
the  ’ilrd,  171Sl!,  ag'.d  ,'^fi  yoar-*."  In  the  li-t  of  ■'  being  carried  some  distance  on  a squaw's  back, 
settlers  of  Upper  Merion,  in  1701.  we  tiod  the  The  traveling  then  was  cliietly  performed  in 
names  of  Mounce,  G ibri  'l,  John  and  Glia?  ; o.anoss.  dUiiea  married  a ud  brought  to  S wed 's’ 
Hnnvbo,  and,  for  the  iame  year,  I’ot^'r  Rambo,  > Rord,  near  where  her  husband  resided,  she  and 
in  Rrovidence  township.  In  the  iiiiciont  tomb-  all  her  wedding  friends  comedown  the  river  in 
ftani's  of  the  .Swedes'  Church,  wo  fiii'I  the  J canoes.  In  Fi-liruary,  1717,  we  find  in  the 
ntnuM  of  Itiana.  U imtn,  wli"  died  .Ruuiary  flOth,  1 Colonial  Records  that  a cctupanyof  volunteers 
17-4  1—7,  aged  77  years:  Rotor  Itiuibo,  .June  i or  Associator.®,  as  they  were  then  called,  was 
ISUi,  lt;C7,  aged -12  years  : and  M ithias  Rambo,  | raised  in  Unp"r  Merion,  on  account  of  the 
October  10th,  1782,  aged  GO  year,*;.  In  the  list  French  and  Indian  troubles  then  raging  on  the 
of  voters  in  Upper  Merion  for  IS-jS.  we  find:  frotitiers.  Jo'an  Hughs  was  appuinted  cipiain, 
registered  six  of  the  name  of  Rambo,  and  the  v Mathias  Ilolstein,  lieutenant,  and  Frederick 
game  number  for  Upper  R evidence  1 Holstein,  ensign.  Rut  their  services,  we  be- 

Thc  earliest  we  know  of  the  name  nf  Ilolstein  < lieve,  were  never  required.  Thi.s  Mathias  Hol- 
is  in  the  list  of  Swedis'o  settlers  in  llih.3,  w iiere  j stein  died  December  10th,  17CS,  aged  71  years, 
.Mats  Holstein  is  menti*  n?il  as  hacing  a family  ; airl  is  buried  at  the  Swedes’  Church.  It  i.s 
of  four  per.sons.  There  is  a family  traudion  t s.-tid  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  ercc- 
that  he  cime  over  with  Gove'  iior  Minuet,  iu  i tion  of  this  church,  in  1700.  In  the  list  of 
lf).'17,  and  that  he  is  the  ancostor  of  all  those  ||  sett'ers.  in  1771,  we  finl  there  was  a Henry 
bearing  the  name  and  of  .Swedish  descent  to  be  ; Iljlstein  living  in  I’rovidence  township.  Sam- 
found  in  Reniisylvania.  M.-it.=,  or  raiber  Ma-  ■ tiel  Holstein,  who  w.as  a son  of  the  last  men- 
tbias,  Holstein,  sou  of  tlie  afiresaiil,  in  the  | tinned  M athias  Holstein,  owned  six  hundred 
\'carl712,  witli  R.iita,  hi,?  wib-,  movcl  up  .along  .acres  of  'and  in  Upper  illei  ion  in  the  begitiiiiiig 
the  Schuylkill  and  too’i:  up  his  ‘ibo-le  in  “ Am-  : of  the  Revolution.  It  is  said  that  he  could  on 
ruasland,”  now  called  Upper  .Merini.  Resides  this  tract,  as  late  as  17G0,  kill  deer  whenever 
I'ue  n itivo  [adi  ins,  he  found  a few  '7  i.'Dliuien  ' he  de-ii-',  .1. 

.scattered  through  the  country,  nii'l  who  h-id  ; iMajnr  M.atblas  Holstein,  a well  known  and 
preceded  him.  He  purclris;  1 > tract  contain-  ^ highly  respected  citizen  of  Xorristown  and  a 
ing  one  thousand  acres  of  laud,  w-liich  lay  di-  s'ui  of  the  above  Samuel  Ilolstein,  was  born 
rectly  opposite  where  Xorristown  now  stands,  f'etober  10th,  1772.  He  lung  kept  the  old 
I*  ha-l  a river-front  of  about  a riii'o,  anil  from  ■ .Swedes’  Ford  tavern,  standing  within  the 
I'lence  extending  back  into  the  country  some  pcfusent  limits  of  the  borough  of  Bridgeport, 
two  mile.s,  embracing  all.  the  territory  upon  It  i.s  sail  that  he  often  related  that  about  the 
wh..'h  the  botou.gh  of  Brldgoport  is  rioiv  laid  t yo-ir  1790  he  was  the  means  of  killing,  on  his 
out,  tile  .khainline  farms,  Rctr-i’  Supplee’s,  .and  ' fatiier’-;  f ii  iii,  a very  large  '.ear  by  shooting 
r.ll  t:;..  Ian  1 ii-  Mfi  p^,.,;  [{jp  [g  tj,p  i-jvi.f.  ,Swi-ii.,..’  s iiiru  on  a tree,  ■where  he  had  sought  refuge  front 
l -ird  was  ais  ) on  tbi-',  and  v.'liie’i  naiac  we  kii.aw  \ pursuit.  He  wa.s  a man  endowed  with  more 
it  boro  bc-tore  the  year  1 , 27.  In  tiie  ye-u- 1 7 1 4,  ^ tl-au  oruin  try  powers  of  observation  and  withal 
he  built  .a  .Slone  house  on  )ii-'  pbu'",  al'uut  ane  ' '-uj  'ye-i  a i-trong  retentive  memory,  and  before 
*ti  J »-i>aIf  miles  from  the  rlvi-r,  wlii  re  h.o  liy.-.I  hii  d,;;ith  few  could  be  found  in  any  nelg’ibor- 
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hood  that  were  better  stored  with  the  reminis- 
ceBces  of  the  past.  It  is  much  regretted  that 
with  bis  abilities  he  did  not  enJeivov  to  pre- 
serve his  recoUeciimis  in  writing.  tVe  Ir'vc 
been  informed,  on  the  auiboi-ity  of  otliet.“,  ilmt 
he  often  wished  that  some  would  w>  ite  .a  histoiy 
of  bia  neighborhood  or  count) . .and  th.at  he  had 
eveu  strongly  pnrsuaded  men  of  liter.ary  habits 
to  undertake  it;  but,  kind  reader,  it  was  inva- 
riably put — put — put  off!  till  the  present  wri- 
ter has  attempted  it  out  of  a mere  love  of  the 
■ hing.  ' 

It  was  on  a beautiful  afternoon  iu  the  latter 
part  ot  August,  1S58,  that  we  stood  alone  iu 
the  ancient  church-yard  below  Swedes’  Ford. 
By  our  side  stood  a tall  white  marble  muiui-  ' 
ment,  at  least  twelve  feet  high  ; on  it  was  iu- 
gcribed  that  it  was  erected  lo  the  " Memo\y  of 
Mathias  Holstein,  who  died  August  lUih, 
1849.”  As  we  stood  there,  a stranger,  and 
reflected  on  some  of  the  above  raatiei>,  strange 
ideas  came  into  our  head,  but,  however,  the 
leading  impulse  was  a strong  trust  in  the  - 
future.  On  an  adjoining  tombstone,  we  ore  . 
informed  that  Col.  George  'V.  Holstein  died 
March  10th,  1841,  aged  nearly  63  years.  In  : 
the  list  of  voters  of  Upper  ^leiion  for  ISoS.  ! 
we  find  but  two  bearing  the  name  of  Holstein. 

The  earliest  we  find  of  the  name  of  Yocum  • 
is  in  the  Upland  Court  records,  whe.e  raeiuicii 
is  made  of  Peter  Yocum  being  ou  a jur  y,  l e!J 
there  in  December,  ICSl.  He  was  appointed, 
March  14th.  1682,  over.seer  of  the  highways  for 
one  year,  from  Karkei’s  Mill  to  the  Falls  of 
Schuylkill.  Iu  the  list  of  1693,  be  isiep.re-  , 
senled  as  having  a family  of  r.iue  persons. 
About  the  year  1712,  be  settled  iu  Unpsr  Mtrion 
where  be  had  purchased  a large  tract  of  IiukI 
which  fronted  on  the  river  and  extended  some  . 
distance  back  into  the  country.  It  lay  bciweeu 
the  present  Swedes’  Ford  Church  and  the  . 
Lower  Merion  line.  In  the  list  of  setilrrs  of 
Upper  Merion  iu  1734,  we  still  find  the  name  of 
Peter  Yocum.  M'hctber  it  was  titc  saino  per.sou  or 
a son  we  are  at  present  unable  to  tell.  In  the 
Colonial  Pvecords  for  1693,  mention  is  made  of 
a Mouuco  Yocum,  who  prob.ably  was  a brother.  , 
There  was  a Swan  Yocum  living  in  1789,  in 
Towamenciu  township.  IVe  arc  informed  by  a 
stone  in  the  Swedes’  churcb-yard,  thata  Moses  ■ 
Yocum  died  IMarch  1st,  1787,  aged  67  years,  i 
A Peter  Yocum  is  liiricJ  .at  .doilatton  who  , 
died  July  13th,  1794,  ngcl  76.  fly  the  !i:.t  of 
voterr  in  Upper  Merion,  in  1878,  it  appears  as  ^ 


■'  if  the  name  was  now  extinct  there,  but  in 
Upper  Providence  the  name  is  found;  8l.vo  in 
several  of  the  ndjuiuing  townships. 

Nils  Matson  was  a u.nivc  of  Sweden,  and 
■ was  veiy  piobabiy  the  ancestor  of  John  Mat- 
son,  niPtiltcned  iu  the  list  of  1693.  The  latter 
is  repieseuted  as  having  at  that  time  a ''■mily 
' of  eleven  persons.  Cue  of  the  same  name, 
very  likely  a son,  moved  into  Upper  Merion  in 
1712,  where  he  took  up  a large  tiact  of  land, 
flouting  on  the  Schuylkill  n-nd  lying  adj  icent 
; to  the  township  of  Lower  Merion.  Iu  the 
course  of  time,  as  the  country  became  settled, 
a fo'd  was  e,-tablished  on  the  Schuylkill,  .and, 
as  it  lay  partly  ou  this  tract,  it  received  the 
name  of  Matson’s  Fold.  A biidge  is  now 
built  over  the  .'•pot,  at  Conshehocken,  and  is 
called  th e 41a f , oil’s  Foi d Bildg.  Duiingthe 
Revolution,  the  .\iocrican  armyciossed  several 
times  at  this  ford  ; it  was  then  owned  by  Peter 
Matson,  and  on  his  death  the  load  was  divided 
among  his  four  sons,  leaving  eoali  a farm. 
Isaac  .Matson  Was  one  of  those  .sons.  A Lili  in 
his  vicinity,  ou  the  Lower  Meiion  lice,  is  s.i'l 
called  41atsun’s  Hill.  Iu  the  list  of  voters  in 
Upper  -Merion  for  1858.  but  one  is  now  found 
bearing  the  name  of  Matson. 

Ill  the  list  of  Swedish  settler.s.  in  1693,  we 
find  the  name  of  Lars  Hulling,  or  Hnbncs, 
nientioned.  Piobably  he  was  the  f.'lher  of 
Marcus  lluHags,  anea-iy  seit'er  at  Movlaiton. 
ou  the  Schnylktll,  two  miles  above  the  present 
Montgomery  county  line.  IVe  know  that  the 
latter  lesiiKd  here,  ptevioas  to  1720.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a piominent  citizen,  and 
took  an  early  p.m  t in  proeiuing  the  services  of 
a i icacber,  and  in  getting  the  churcti  built  in 
1735.  Ill  the  difficulties  between  the  uavige- 
tois  and  the  shoremen,  in  1731-2,  be  figures 
With  Lis  coighbois,  Jonas  Yocum  and  Jouas 
.lones.  They  rJl  then  lived  iu  Amity  rowc‘hip, 
iu  the  prcsc'it  Berks  county,  an-d  weie  in  the 
pi  ictice  of  taking  their  wheat  .and  producs 
every  year  to  I’liiladclphia  iu  canoes.  Marcus 
H I'.ings  died  April  2d,  1757,  aged  70  years. 
Tl  eie  is  a stone  also  erected  in  the  Morlation 
chuuh-ynvd  to  the  memory  of  Peter  Hulings, 
wlio  died  the  17th  of  August,  1739,  aged  13 
ycais. 

As  Jones  is  generally  .a  name  of  IVelsh  or 
Kiigli.sh  origin,  it  is  difficult  to  trace  those 
bcai.iig  it  of  Swcilish  descent.  The  name 
origin-'ily  was  Jtmasson,  and  is  found  men- 
tioned iu  the  list  of  1693.  This  family  of 
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Jones  were  early  settlers  at  Jlorlatton.  On  the  j is  a plain  two-story  stone  building,  about 
tombstones  we.finJ  the  names  of  Peter  Jones,  ' tbirty-lwo  by  thirty-six  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
who  died  in  17-39,  aged  40  years  ; Jonas  Jones,  was  erected  in  1801.  The  grave-yard  attached 
who  died  January  dTth,  1777,  aged  77  years,  , to  it  comprises  nearly  two  acres  of  ground  and 
and  his  wife,  Mary,  who  died  September  1 1th,  , is  enclosed  by  a wbII.  The  most  common 
1779,  aged  68  years.  Near  the  church  is  i names  on  the  tombstones  are  Yocum,  Rulings, 
still  stan-ling  s.  substantial  house  with  a stone  .Jnnes.  Kerst,  Il-.rrison,  Koons,  Loit,  Debavea, 
in  its  front  wall,  containing  '•  I.  M.  I.  17IG.”  Ei';euber2',  Biower,  Lear,  Le.af,  Uonglas.  Pafan, 
which  was  owned  by  the  aforesaid  couple.  To  ^ Ingles,  Schunk,  Bunn.  Koop,  Bird,  Kerlin,  Tea, 
a list  of  settlers  residing  in  Peikiomen  town-  Renton.  Krouse,  Piutter,  Boll,  Lake,  Stanley, 
ship,  in  1734,  are  raeiilioned  the  names  of'  llobeson  and  Turner.  Tiiis  church  is  situated 
Peter  and  Mathias  Janson.  R is  our  opinion  '>  on  the  Reading  turnpike,  in  Douglassville,  a 
that  those  names  are  a’l  corruptions  from  the  ^ place  of  about  fifty  houses.  The  Pleading 
one  name  of  Jonisson.  < railroad  has  a station  here,  and  is  forty-four 

We  have  spoken  of  the  Swedes  as  being  a , miles  from  Philadelphia, 
religious  people,  and  find  that  for  some  time  ) Christ  church  is  situated  about  a mile  below 
previous  to  the  Revolution  they  had  erected  at  . the  Borough  of  Bridgeport,  in  the  village  of 
least  four  houses  of  worship  in  the  valley  of  the  < Swedesburg,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Scbnyl- 
Schuylkill.  As  we  wish  to  be  brief,  we  shall  kill  River,  in  Upper  Merion  Township.  It  is 
not  dwell  on  the  churches  they  built  at  V7icaco  i better  known  as  the  Swedes’  church,  and  w,as 
and  Kiogsessing.  St.  Gabriel’s  Church,  at  built  in  1760,  on  a portion  of  land  belonging 
Morlatton,  being  built  first,  shall  now  deserve  ’ to  Muus  Rambo.  Owing  to  a petition  from 
our  attention.  Tiiis  name  is  supposed  to  have  i I'b®  members  of  this  and  the  two  other  church- 
been  given  to  this  place  from  a church  and  clis-  , at  Wicaco  and  Kingsessing,  they  were  all 
trict  in  Sweden.  This  neighboihood  was  early  ‘ Circe,  unitedly,  incorporated  by  Lieutenant 
settled  by  several  Swedish  Lirailies,  at  least:  Governor  John  Peno,  the  2oth  of  September, 
before  1716;  among  them  can  be  mentioned  the  176-j,  as  •' Swedish  IjUtheran  Churches.”  ihis 
names  of  Huliugs,  Yocum,  Jones,  Kerlin,  An-  :■  charter,  by  a private  act  of  Assembly,  passed 
derson,  Kerst,  and  very  probably  others.  It  ^ September  lOih,  liS7,  wac  confirmed  with  stv- 
appears  that  as  early  as  1720,  Marcus  IIaling.s  \ ctal  amendments.  The  R,ev.  Charles  Inagnus 
secured  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Res-  , Wraugel  was  the  first  clergymau  that  attended 
selius  as  pastor,  who  bad  arrived  the  year  pre-  this  church.  lie  had  in  charge,  at  the  .same 
vious  from  Sweden.  How  long  he  resided  in  ' time,  the  c’nurcb  of  St.  James,  in  Kingsessing. 
tiiis  relation,  here,  is  not  certain,  but  in  conse-  • He  was  a very  popular  preacher,  and  great 
qucnce  of  the  recall  of  his  brother,  from  Wil-  ' crowds  were  io  the  practice  of  attending  his 
mington,  in  1723,  he  took  charge  of  the  church  sermons.  In  1763  he  returned  to  Sweden, 
there,  till  1731,  when  he  returned  to  Sweden.  ; where  he  was  shortly  afterwards  made  a bish- 
Wc  know  the  gr-tve-yard  was  used  here  as  a op.  The  Rev.  Slater  Clay  officiated  once  a 
place  of  interment,  by  the  tombstOMs,  at  least  ; month  here,  from  1702  till  his  death,  in  1821, 
as  early  as  1719.  'I’he  cfnircli  was  first  com-  ' when  his  son,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Clay,  became  his 
menced  in  2733  and  finished  in  1737.  The  ' successor.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Wm. 
Rev.  Gabriel  Folk  W'ls  its  first  pastor,  and  re-  : Henry  Rees,  who  resides  in  the  village.  The 
si  Jed  here  in  that  capacity  from  173-3  to  174-5.  ^ church  was  enlarged  in  1837  to  its  present  size. 
The  c.a'-Iicst  marriages  and  baptisms  recorded  Mt  is  a handsome  stone  edifice,  built  in  the 
in  the  church  books  begin  in  the  year  1733.  ^ form,  of  .a  cro.ss.  and  wl;ich  is  adorned  witli  a 
It  appears,  for  most  of  the  time,  no  regular  spire  upwards  of  fifty  feet  high,  in  which  a 
prea-'lier  was -'t  itiane^i  here.  The  Rev.  R:-nry  bell  w;ts  placed  in  1333.  Few  churches  have 
M.  M uhlonherg.  of  the  Trappe,  preached  at  a more  ticantiful  situation,  and  to  the  traveler, 
slated  times  fir  a nnrnimr  of  years,  after  1717.  from  Iho  e.ast  side  of  the  river,  forms  a pictu- 
Tite  Rev.  .Vlexatiiler  Murray,  .a  missiona.ry  resriue  object.  It  is  surrounded  by  .a  large 
Sent  from  Cnrripe  liy  the  .Society  for  the  I’ropa-  giMVcy.-ird,  enclosed  by  a wail,  in  wliicit  are 
gation  of  tlie  Go-pci.  previd-'d  here  from  1072  planle-l  maple,  popl-ir  and  cedar  trees, 
t')  17oS.  '1  lie  Il-:v.  L liiii'.nd  Le  tf.  f.irmerlr  of  great  many  are  burled  here,  and  some  of  the 

rr-Usi.jvvn,  is  the  present  p.istor.  The  cluuxii  ’ touibitoue.s  go  back  si.xleen  years  before  tho 
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erection  of  tliO  cluirch,  thus  showing  that  it  ; 
avas  used  as  a place  of  interment  some  time  i 
previously.  The  late  Mujor  Mathias  Holstein, 
of  Norristown,  related  that  about  1700  nearly  j 
ivU  who  attended  this  church  came  on  horse-  j 
back.  The  Hev.  II.  M.  Mulilenherg  speaks  of  ] 
being  visited,  at  the  Tr;'.p['0,  in  Octol>er  1703,  t 
by  the  ‘ Swedish  Missio:iar3'  Iloggi-hlatt.” 
No  doubt  he  preached  to  tliis  congrcgaiiou  and  ; 
that  of  St.  Gabriel's,  at  Morlatton.  i 

Before  we  close  this  article  there  are  yet  a ^ 
few  matters  deserving  consideration.  The  ' 
Swedish  language,  it  appears,  was  stiil  spoken  ^ 
b^'  their  deacenilauts  in  the  county  as  bite  as  the  1 

time  of  the  Revolution.  .Mathias  Holstein,  ^ 

' 

who  died  in  1768,  spoke  it  iu  his  family,  f 
Andrew  Ramho,  now  aged  about  seventy  J 
years,  and  living  iu  Swedesbuig,  informed  ^ 

us,  that  when  a voui.g  man,  he  attended  wor-  ; 

" > 
ship  in  the  Gloria  Dei  churcli  at  M'icaco,  and 

heard  the  Rev.  Dr.  Colin  preach  in  Swedish,  ■ 
but  was  uuable  to  understand  it ; he  also  says  ' 
that  his  grandfather,  Tobiu.s  Ranibo,  fpoke  the  ' 
language.  It  is  beiieveJ  th.it  no  preaching  was  ! 
ever  done  in  the  Swedish  at  Christ  Cluna'h,  ■ 
Swedesburg,  but  that  Dr.  Colin,  in  preaching  t 
there,  would  now  and  then,  from  habit,  use  si  ’ 
Swedish  word  iu  his  serniju,  which  he  would, 
however,  explain.  V.  hat  languages  have  been  • 
spoken  along  the  valley  of  the  Schuylkill  1-1111-  ; 
in  the  last  two  hundred  years'  The  Indian,  ) 
the  Swedish  and  the  Welsh,  once  so  prevalent,  , 
have  been  displaced  by  the  English  ami  the  ; 
German.  The  latter,  perhaps,  iu  another  cen-  ^ 
tury  will  follow.  Though  the  Indians,  the  1 
Swedes,  the  IVelsh,  the  English  and  the  Gcr-  ' 
mans  have  lived  here,  and  however  much  they 
differed  in  nationality,  religion,  manners  ami  | 
customs,  they  agreed  iu  one  thing,  io  liv::  j'care-  < 
ably  together.  Perhaps  no  other  country  can  1 
show,  amidst  such  a diver.sity,  a similar  par-  ; 
allel  in  ancient  or  modern  times.  Judging  by  i 
this  result  within  the  last  two  centuries,  wiio  ' 
can  say  that  man  does  not  progress  ? \ 

Mention  ha.s  been  made  that  in  1712,  .'\I:it.s  ' 
Holstein,  Peter  Rambo,  Guuna  Rambo,  Peter  ' 
Yocum  and  John  IMatson,  with  their  families, 
settled  in  “ Amu.aslaud,’,’  now  called  Upper  . 
Merion.  As  this  “ Amina.slaud”  has  pu;:.v.l  d 
some  of  our  antiquaries,  we  will  venture  an 
opinion.  In.  records  of  1678  Darby  Crook  - 
has  been  called  •‘Amcalaud”  i.’reek,  and  aNo 
the  country  lying  botw ecu  tho  S'cLuiylkiil  i.inl  I 
P.idley  Creek.  One  has  supposed  that  this  ■ 


name  is  derived  from  .\any,  the  Indian  narc3 
for  a roail  or  juith.  It  is  probable  that  Vais 
namo  is  derived.  I'lom  AuielamJ,  an  islo.nd  in 
the  Nurtli  Sea  belonging  to  Holland.  As  tha 
Coate.ses,  Huglises,  Suppleos.  Ramseys,  Stew- 
ai  ts  and  Robertses  have  intermarried,  at  an 
early  time,  -ffisli  Swedi.ih  families,  it  has  been 
supposed  tliat  some  of  those  name.s,  at  least, 
weio  of  tswedish  origin,  tut  t'uis  is  quite  a 
mi-take,  for  none  of  these  are  S weJish  names. 
From  itie  earliest  period. the  Swedes  and  their 
doscendant.s  h,-ive  shown  a predilection  to  set- 
tle along  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  and 
Schuylkill,  and  along  those  streams  they'  still 
hold  great  qimitities  of  our  most  fertile  lands. 
•Vs  a people  they  are  honest  and  industrious, 
and  h.avo  been  remarkable  for  pursuing  the 
even  tenor  of  their  -way  to  wealth  und  prosper- 
ity. Seldom,  indeed,  can  it  be  said  that  any 
one  of  them  forgot  himself  so  far  as  to  enter 
the  vortex  of  speculation.  In  consequence,  the 
late  disaslrou.s  convulsion,  though  it  wrecked 
numbers,  has  left  Hiem  unharmed. 


LOWER  MERIOX. 

The  township  of  Lower  Merion  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Upper  Merion  and  the  Schuyl- 
kill, south  by  Philadelphia,  east  by  the  Schuyl- 
kill, and  west  by  Delaware  county.  Its  great- 
est length  is  six  and  a-half  miles,  and  width 
four  miles,  containing  an  area  of  fourteen  thoa- 
satid  si.x  hundred  and  eleven  acres.  In  its 
situation  it  is  the  most  soutbera  in  the  c-Dunty, 
and  is  also  the  greatest  iu  extent  auJ  nonula- 
tion.  Jt3  surface  is  rolling,  and  the  soil  is  a 
rich  lotiin.  Extending  through  its  breadth  is 
a belt  of  serpentine,  acc.ompauied  by  steatite, 
or  scapstoue,  which  is  quarried  on  the. Schuyl- 
kill, ab'iut  a mile  above  the  mouth  of  Mill 
Creek.  In  connection  with  the  aforesaid  forma- 
tion, talc,  dolomite  and  some  other  minerals 
abound. 

Tiie  eurface  of  thi.s  township  is  agreeably 
diversified  by  a number  of  beautiful  streams. 
Thougii  none  are  large,  yet  they  furni.;b  vilu- 
able  water-power.  8o  well  is  Lo-wer  Morion 
watered  that  sc.arcely  a large  farm  can  be 
futui'i  which  does  not  coutaiu  one  or  move  ex- 
■tt-Uciit.  .spring-:  of  living  water.  Mill  •I'resik  is 
t.hc  largest  stream  and  lies  wholly  within  :1m 
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limits  of  tills  township.  It  has  its  source  nenr  ' tliousiinJ  five  hundred  anil  eighty-four.  In  the 
the  Creen  Tree  Tavern,  on  the  Gulf  Road,  aud  i spring  of  1858  licenses  were  granted  to  eiglit 
is  a viiuJiog,  rapid  stream,  about  sis  miles  in  ' public  houses,  ten  stores,  two  lumber  yards, 
Icneih.  lu  this  distance  it  receives  eight  or  ' four  coal  yards  and  three  grist  mills.  ITevlous 
nine  small  streams,  and  a line  of  steep  hills  ; to  1830  there  wore  no  po.st  offices  in  the  t..wn- 
tnark  its  course,  hut  none  are  over  one  hundred  J ship  ; novt  there  are  three,  called  General 
feet  in  perpendicular  height.  It  propels  the  f Wayne,  Lower  Merlon  aud  Cabinet.  Theturn- 
Uiiichincry  of  one  plaster,  two  grist  and  tv/o  t pike  road  leading  from  rhiladslphia  to  Lau- 
eaw  mills,  besi  les  eleven  manufactories  of  dif-  \ caster,  passes  through  the  township  a distance 
ferent  kinds.  Trout  Ruu  is  a branch  of  Mill  | of  about  four  and  a-balf  miles.  It  was  the 
Creek,  and  following  its  course  is  about  two  | first  road  of  this  kind  made  in  Renasylvania. 
miles  long.  It  has  received  its  name  from  the  ; It  was  commenced  in  1792  and  completed  two 
trout  that  abound  in  it.  What  is  curious  though  i year.s  afterwards.  It  was  eliected,  whoHy,  by 
these  fish  have  been  known  there  from  the  ear-  \ iiidiviiiual  subscription,  and  is  .sixty-two  miles 
Rest  pieriod,  none  have  ever  been  found  in  Mil!  ) 'u  length,  and  cost  four  huudred  and  sixty-five 
Creek.  lu  the  scuth  part  of  the  township  the  \ thousand  dollars,  or  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
eu.st  and  west  branches  of  Indiau  Creek  have  ; dred  dollars  per  mile.  It  was  laid  with  brekeu 

their  origin  ; also  a branch  of  Cobb’sCreek,  near  s Intones  twenty-four  feet  wide  and  eighteen 

.\thensville.  Rock  Hill  Creek  and  Frog  Hoi-  inches  deep.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad  was 
low  Ruu  are  rapid  streams,  from  cne  to  two  < built  by  the  State,  and  was  originally  made 
miles  long,  aud  empty  into  the  Schuylkill  op-  ; from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia,  on  the  Susque- 
posite  Manayunk.  - hanna  River,  a distance  of  eighty-two  miles. 

As  Lower  Merion  was  first  settled  chiefly  by  ' where  it  connected  with  the  canal  to  Pittsburg, 
the  Welsh,  so  to  this  day  their  descendants  ' It  was  nearly  one  of  the  first  in  the  country, 
constitute  the  majority'  of  its  population  ; next  and  was  opened  for  use  in  April,  IdC-l,  and 
in  order  follow  those  of  English  and  Irish  ori-  ^ cost  three  million  nine  hundred  and  eig'iiy- 
gin.  Those  of  Swedish  or  German  descent  < three  thousand  three  huudred  and  two  dollars, 
are  few.  lu  1741,  this  township  contained  ' It  was  finished,  a few  years  ago,  all  the  way  to 
one  hundred  and  one  taxables  : in  1828,  five  | I’ittsburgh,  a distance  of  three  hundred  and 
hundred  aud  twenty-two;  in  1S49,  seven  hun-  , ninety-three  miles,  at  a cost  of  six  millions 
dred  and  fourteen  ; aud  in  185G,*one  thousand  \ two  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  nine  hun- 
aud  twenty-two.  The  census  of  1810  gives  the  5 dred  and  eighty-cue  dollars.  The  State,  in 
total  population  as  one  thousand  eight  hundred  1857,  sold  its  right  to  the  Pennsylvania 
and  thirty-five  ; in  ISkO,  two  thousand  two  Road  Company,  under  whose  control  it  now  is. 
hnndred  -and  fifty-six  ; in  1830,  two  thousand  J This  road,  by  its  connections,  recently  formed, 
five  liundredaud  twenty-four ; inlS  lO,  two  thou-  1 gives  Philadelphia  the  advantages  of  a cheap- 
san  l eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven;  aud  in  er  and  more  direct  transportation  to  the  West 
18-)0,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  seven-  ■ than  any  of  the  other  Atlantic  cities.  This 
teen.  The  population  at  this  time  must  be  s railroad  passes  through  this  town.ship  about 
about  five  thousand  five  hundred,  showing  a ^ four  aud  a-half  miles,  and  crosses  not  far  e.tst 
rapid  increase  since  1840.  The  census  of  1850  ^ of  Lancaster  Pi,^e,  a branch  of  indiau  Creek, 
give  the  greatest  number  of  colored  persons  ^ ou  a large  and  substantial  stone  bridge,  twenty- 
here,  being  one  hundred  and  forty-eight,  out  ^ five  feet  above  the  water.  The  Reading  rail- 
of  seven  hundred  and  nine  in  the  remainder  of  ) road  follows  the  Schuylkill  the  entire  length  of 
the  county.  i this  township,  a distance  of  about  seven  and 

The  irapcovemeuts  of  this  township  are  very  | a-ha!f  miles.  It  extends  from  Philadelphia  to 
vaiuahle  : two  railroads  and  one  turnpike  pass  ( the  coal  region,  in  Schuylkill  county,  and  was 
through  it,  and  the  census  of  1850  gave  five  i incorporated  April  4th,  IS'Rl,  and  was  put  u;;5i-c 
huudred  an  1 c-ighty  -tKreo  liousvs  and  one  hun-  ' contract  the  I'i'llowing  year.  UnmeJiutely  le- 
dred  and  ninc-ty-rtvc  farms.  According  to  the  ; low  the  Flat  Rock  Hotel,  this  railroad  has  a 
li'icriiiial  a.n.-.e-sment  of  185G,  the  real  estate  wa.s  ' tunnel  nine  liundred  and  sixty  feet  h ng,  tiine- 
Talued  at  one  million  one  hiurJred  aiid  two  teen  feet  wiilo  and  sixteen  feet  liigii.  m .-ie 
t-mu-and  tnree  hundred  and  iifty-ono  djiiars,  i tiirough  very  hard  solid  rock,  w-v.ked  fio  :n  li.e 
aa  1 ine  horses  and  i;eat  e.iUle  at  thirty  sever.  , two  (nd.-i,  a:;d  at  the  deepest  tdace  is  L.aety- 
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five  feet  below  the  surf.ce.  It  is  neatly  J wagon’s  paper  mill,  which  usually  employs 

arched  and  runs  through  in  a straight  line,  ' about  sis  hands.  Nest  is  Wm.  Chadwick’s 

lampwick  factory  and  gr’st  mill,  which  employs 


about  the  same  number.  Nest  is  Daniel  Nip- 
pes’  manufactory,  wh'ch  was  not  in  operation  ; 
theti  IVilliam  Todd’s  factory  of  woolen  and  cot- 
ton tilling,  for  carpets,  which  employs  fifteen 
hands  ; then  Hannah  liagy’s  factory,  lor  wool- 
en yarn,  which  was  not  in  operation.  Charles 
Greaves’  Kentucky  jeau  factory  comes  nest, 
which  employs  sis  or  eight  hands;  then  Evan 
Jones’  manuf  etory  of  carpet  yarn,  &c  , which 
has  about  twelve  hands;  nest  Samuel  L.  llob- 


with  sufficient  width  for  two  tracks  The 
entrance  at  the  southern  end  of  the  tunnel  is 
built  of  handsome  cut  stone,  where  tlie  fallow- 
ing inscription  was  copied,  “ Philadelphia  and 
Heading  Railroad,  opened  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Reading  the  0th  day  of  Dec.  1830. 

President,  Elihii  Channcey.  Managers,  Cole- 
man Fisher,  Wm.  II.  Keating,  M.  S.  Richards, 

John  A.  Brown,  Wm.  F.  Em'in,  Chas.  P.  Fos  ; 

Engineers,  M.  and  W.  Robinson.’’  It  is  com- 
monly called  the  Mauayunk  tunnel,  in  conse-  , 
quence  of  being  about  half  a mile  above  that  s e.son's  sow  mill  and  manufactory  of  carpet 
place.  5 filling,  &c.,  which  has  twelve  hands;  then 

The  manufactures  of  Lower  Merlon  are  con-  ^ comes  Samuel  Crofi’.s  brass  rolling  mill  and 
Eiderable.  It  contains  two  saw  mills,  two  roll-  ' chandelier  and  lamp  chain  manufactory  ; nest 
ing  mills,  one  forge,  two  paper  mills,  one  dye  i is  Francis  Sheetz’s  paper  mill,  which  has  usu- 
mill,  one  machine  establishment  and  ten  cotton  >,  ally  employed  about  five  or  sis  hands;  then 
and  woolen  factories.  The  census  of  1840  gave  \ Charles  llninphrey’s  woolen  f.ictory  and  ma- 
but  three  cotton  factories.  The  manufacture  1 chine  shop,  for  the  manufacture  of  agricultural 
of  paper  has,  however,  decreased;  about  forty  ^ implements,  where  about  twenty  bauds  are 
years  ago  there  were  some  seven  or  eight  en-  ^ employed.  .The  last  and  the  farthest  up  tne 
gaged  in  this  basines.s,  on  Jlill  Creek  alone,  stream  is  Levi  Jlorris’  grist,  plaster  and  saw 
which  have,  in  consequence,  been  converted  , mill.  Near  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek  isa  small 
into  other  manufacturing  branches.  To  enter  stream  which  empties  into  it,  on  which  .Tames 
more  fully  into  the  details  of  the  various  man-  Dison  bus  a draper  factory,  which  employs  five 
ufacturing  establishments  cf  this  township,  we  f or  six  hands.  These  constitute  the  principal, 
shall  begin  with  the  Fencoyd  Iron  Work.s,  situ-  i if  not  all  the  manufacturing  establis'nmeius  in 
ated  on  the  Schuylkill,  near  the  Fliil  idelphia  j the  township,  and  the  greater  portion  of  them 
line.  These  belong  to  .b.  and  P.  Roberts,  and  ; are  propelled  by  water  power, 
comprise  a rolling  mill  and  forge,  which  went  > There  is  considerable  interest  taken  in  edu- 
into  operation  in  1852,  and  employ  generally  ‘ cation,  and  there  are  some  very  good  two  story 
about  thirty-six  han'ls.  Nearly  oppo.site  Man-  , school  houses  in  the  township.  For  the  school 
ayuuk,  on  Frog  Hollow  Ran,  and  about  half  a ^ year  ending  with  June  1st,  1857,  we  learn 
mile  from  its  mouth,  is  a cotton  factory  for  there  was  six  schools  which  were  taught  by 
yarn  anil  bo'cbiu,  which  formerly  belonged  to  , five  male  and  three  female  teachers  The  pay 


Isaac  Wetherill.  .It  the  mouth  of  this  stream 
is  Grirarod’s  grist  mill.  Between  the  west  end 
of  Manayunk  bridge  and  the  Reading  Railroad 
is  the  extensive  logwood  factory  belonging  to 
Samuel  Grant,  jr.  K Co.,  called  the  ■‘.Vshiaud 


of  the  former  was  forty-two,  and  the  latter 
twenty-two  dollars  per  month.  These  schools 
were  open  ton  months,  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  scliolars  attended,  and  thiee  thou.sand  sev- 
en hundred  dollars  was  levied  as  tax  to  pay  the 


Dye  Mills,”  who  employ  twenty-three  hands.  ^ expenses  of  the  same.  Efforts  are  about  being 
At  West  Conshchockon  is  the  Merlon  Furnace,  a made  to  establish  a library  at  .Uhensville. 
large  establishment  belonging  to  Colwell  7c  Co.,  ^ . Athanaville  is  situated  on  the  Lancaster 
and  under  the  superintendence  of  J.  B.  Moor-  ' turnpike,  seven  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and 
head,  where  thirty  hands  are  employed.  Here  ' l3  the  largest  vill-ige  in  the  township.  It  con- 
was,  ahso,  the  print  and  bleaching  works  of  P.  ■ tains  twenty-eight  house.i^,  three  stores  and  one 
W.  Bliss,  which  have  been  'onrned  down.  ^ holel.  C.iliinet  po.st  office  is  at  thi.s  plac-. 
There  is  another  block  printing  work.s  which  < I'h<?  O ld  teilows  hold  their  meetiiigs  in  a i .V'.' 
was  not  in  operation  when  the  author  wins  here,  story  hall,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  a 
Beginning  at  the  month  of  Mill  Creek  and  library  now  about  star  ting.  The  rtld  Red  Linn 
going  up  thhs  stream,  the  first  mannl’acturing  , tavern  was  at  this  pl.-iro,  which  w v.s  torn  down, 
e-tahli.ihment  we  come  acros.s  is  Jo.seph  Siill-  and  the  present  fine  three  story  hotel  erected 
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In  Tfhich  is  kept  by  H.  Litzenberg.  ^ tion ; two  rnilroads  and  n canal  pass  by  it, 

I'ublic  houses  in  Ibis  vicinity,  it  appears,  are  ^ and  a bridge  connects  it  with  the  opposite  side 
not  numerous,  the  Eagle  hotel  being  the  first  of  the  Schuylkill.  This  place,  it  is  said,  owes 
on  the  pike  west  of  this,  and  is  sis  and  a half  much  of  its  prosperity  to  the  enterprise  of 
miles  off,  and  the  first  below  is  at  11  estonville,  Willi.am  Davis,  who  owned  most  of  the  land  on 
four  and  a half  miles  off.  Several  of  the  , which  it  is  built.  Formerly,  here  was  Matson’s 
bou'Cg  here  have  been  built  within  the  few  Ford,  which  mime  it  bore  some  time  previcous 
j.iist  years.  A short  di,=rance  below  the  village,  to  the  Revolution,  being  so  called  after  the  de- 
near  the  pike,  is  the  handsome  residence  of  the  , scendanis  of  an  early  settler  and  landholder. 
Hon.  Owen  .Tones,  late  member  of  Congress,  < The  bridge  here  was  incorporated  in  1832,  ns 
from  the  fifth  district,  comprising  Montgomery  ■ the  “Matson’s  Ford  Bridge, ’’  and  is  still  called 
County  and  the  coniiguous  portion  of  Fhila-  by  this  name.  By  means  of  this  bridge  the 
Idphia.  Ilumphrcysville  is  near  the  Delaware  Reading  railroad  has  a connection  with  the 
c ninty  line,  on  the  L'lncasier  pike,  n*tne  miles  Norristown  railroad,  on  the  opposite  side, 
Icom  lTiiladelpl)ia,  has  twenty-one  bouses,  a Nearly  half  a mile  below  this  village  a steep, 
two  story  public  sciioolhoure  and  several  hand-  1 conical  hilt  rises  from  the  Schuylki'l,  probably 
some  private  resiliences.  One  mile  below,  on  to  an  elev.i'lon  of  two  handled  and  fi'ty  feet, 
the  pike,  and  eight  from  the  city,  is  the  Epis-  nnd  is  believed  to  be  the  highest  eminence  in 

copal  church,  where  there  arc  fifteen  bouses,  ' the  township.  It  is  a continuation  of  Edge, 

fii'vcr.al  of  which  a--e  elegant  ^iiactiires.  The  H'''-  which  crosses  the  river  below  Spring 

church  stands  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  ro.ad,  i ‘'if'  itutl  then  runs  up  the  west  side  of  the 

and  is  a low  one  story  stone-pointed  building  , Schuylkill  about  a mile,  and  at  West  Cor  she- 
with  a steep  roof  and  a tower  forty  feet  high.  ' hocken  turns  to  the  west  and  is  then  better 
The  whole  have  been  bu'lt  within  the  last  twelve  known  as  the  Gulf  Hill,  'lliisistbe  same  hi’’ 
years.  A few  yards  to  the  souih-west  is  a two  mentioned  in  the  deeds  of  1683  and  IGSo, 
story  hall,  in  Delaware  County.  Immediately  which  the  Indians  called  Consbebocken. 
below  this  place  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  Meiion  Square  is  sduated  near’y  in  the 
crosses  the  pike.  The  houses  along  the  Lan-  s centre  of  the  township,  at  the  intersection  of 
caster  turnpike,  in  this  township,  are  pretty  - a cross  roads,  and  contains  Iweiify-six  dwel- 
mimerous.  and  among  them  are  many  elegant  ' lings,  two  stores,  a tavern,  scliool-house,  Meth- 
residi'oces,  with  shady  lawns  and  flower  plats,  odi.st  church.  Odd  Fellows'  hall,  and  a wl  er'- 
often  displaying  consider.ahle  taste.  These  a>-e  wright  and  blacksmith  shop.  Lower  Me’-ion 
often  the  country  seats  of  retired  Pbiladelnliiaus  ' post  office  is  located  here.  G.ibriel  Thomas,  in 
or  those  who  are  still  engaged  in  business  in  the  1 his  account  of  Pennsylvania  in  1696,  speaks  of 
city,  and  yet,  with  their  fimiiies,  prefer  to  live  ' the  village  of  MerioHeth.  which,  in  aB  probe- 
hci e to  the  noise  and  bustle  of  the  town.  In  bility,  was  this  place.  AV'e  know,  from  ils  posi- 
consequmce  many  new  hnu=es  '.lave  lieeii  biiiU  fion,  that  it  i.s  this  village  which  Lewis  Evan«, 
within  the  past  five  years,  and  if  brought  ' iu  his  map  of  1719,  calls  “iMeilon.”  It  is 
together  wouhl  be  enough  to  Diake  a-n  ordiua-  j therefore  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  in  Ibe 
ry  sized  borough.  \ county.  Green  Tree  is  the  name  of  an  inn 

'Vest  (.'’onshehocken  ia  situated  in  the  north-  ' kept  liy  E.  Ramsey,  cn  the  Gulf  road,  one  and 
e-n  p.art  uf  the  township,  on  the  line  of  Upper  a-half  miles  south  of  the  Gulf  Mills,  and  twelve 
Merlon,  and  inirnediately  opposite  the  borou2b  miles  from  Philidelpbi.a.  It  is  at  theintei-ec- 
of  t’snshehocken.  The  Reading  railroad  has  tion  of  a cross  roads,  and  there  is  a dwelling, 
a station  here,  which  is  thirteen  miles  from  i wheel  wi ight  and  blacksmith  shop  here.  Intb's 
Ptii'advlfdiia.  This  village  has  grown  up  vici'iityoie  sevei.il  elegant  country  seats  and 
Within  the  last  twelve  ye.ars,  and  contains  in  all  farm  houses,  the  laud  being  rolling,  fertile  and 
about  twenty-three  houses,  one  store  and  a , we"  cultivated.  Nt.ir  this  lived  Oha'les 
bl.'U'ksu’ith  shop.  The  “ Merion  Furnace,”  an  Thompson,  secretary  of  Congress  from  1774  to 
oxtcniivo  establishment,  employing  thirty  \ 1789.  and  who  died  in  1824.  His  seat,  coded 
hands  a block  printing  establishment,  not  now  ^ Il.airi ngton,  is  new  owned  by  Levi  IMorris.  A 
in  operation,  and  a i;rist  m’’I,  f 'rmnrly  a biographical  sketch  of  M^.  Thompson  is  given 
‘■'eacdiing  works,  are  ai,-o  hero.  This  place  in  the  appendix  of  tlli.s  work, 
r jatc.ises  great  advantages  as  a husiucss  loca-  ' General  IVayue  is  the  name  of  a small  v”- 
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lage  anil  post  oflElce  near  the  lower  part  of  the  ^ 1830.  The  mouth  of  Mill  Creek  is  an  intcr- 
townsbip.  It  contains  a Friends’  meeting  J esting  pUoe  to  Tisitors.  This  stream  is  here 
house,  an  inn,  smith  shop,  and  four  or  five)  crossed  by  two  bridges.  The  road  passes  over 
dwellings.  There  is  a plank  road  of  two  tracks  t it  on  a frame-covered  bridge,  sixty-three  feet 
from  here  to  West  I'liiladelphia,  five  miles  in  long,  and  above  and  almost  adjoining,  the 
length,  made  in  185-j,  but  which  is  now  nearly  | Reading  railroad  crosses  it  by  a tressel  bridge, 
worn  out,  and  preparations,  we  uudei-stand,  j twenty  feet  above  the  water.  Near  by  is  a 
are  about  being  made  to  get  it  plkcJ.  As  I he  J beautiful  small  island  in  too  Schuylkill,  con- 
electiocs  for  the  township  are  bold  here,  a few  !,  taining  about  a quarter  of  an  acre,  covered 
words  in  their  connection  with  the  past  may  ' witli  buttonwood  and  willow  trees,  and  is  quite 
not  be  amiss.  The  voters,  not  only  of  Lower  ^ a fc.ature  in  the  scenery.  From  here  up,  and 
rderion,  but  of  the  whole  county,  before  the 
revolution,  gave  their  voles  at  the  inn  opposite 
the  State  House,  in  Chestnut  street,  Fhiladel- 
phia.  In  1778  the  elections  for  this  vicinity 
Were  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  public  heuse  of  \ About  half  a mile  above  this  there  is  a batteau 
Jacob  Coleman,  in  Germantown,  where  they  ; ferry  across  the  Schuylkill,  wiiich  lands  passen- 
were  continued,  till  by  an  act  of  September  ) gers  at  the  Soapstone  station  of  the  Norristown 
17th,  17o.3,  they  were  transferred  to  the  Court  t railroad. 

House,  in  Norristown,  when  by  the  act  of)  Flat  Rock  is  the  name  now  generally  given  to 
March  31st,  1806.  this  township  became  a sop-  s a hotel  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  .'rchuyl- 
arate  district,  and  the  elections  were  ordered  kill,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Reading  Railroad 


by  the  side  of  the  creek  for  a quarter  of  a 
mile,  to  the  paper  mill,  is  a good,  level  road, 
which  is  beautifully  shaded,  and  with  the  sur- 
rounding scenery  makes  a very  attractive  walk. 


to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Titus  Yerkes.  The 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  this  village  is  highly 
productive  and  well  cultivated. 

Opposite  Manayuuk  there  is  a village  which 
we  believe  stands  in  need  of  a name.  Here 
are  twelve  dwellings,  an  inn,  smith  shop,  log- 
wood factory,  gristmill  and  coal  yard.  Two 
bridges  here  span  the  Schuylkill.  The  lower 


tunnel.  It  is  a well  conducted  house,  kept  by 
William  Williams,  and  has  a beautiful  and  ro- 
mantic location,  and,  from  its  retired  position 
and  surrounding  attractions,  could  not.  help  but 
prove  a delightful  place  forcity  boarders.  The 
name  is  derived  from  a huge  bed  of  rocks  ex- 
tending here  across  the  river.  Righter's  Ferry 
wa.s  established,  at  this  place,  by  an  .act  of  .Is- 


one  was  built  by  the  canal  company  for  the  s sembly,  in  .January,  174]..  A bridge  was  built 
crossing  of  boat  horses  from  one  side  of  'he  \ here  in  1810,  which  was  the  first  that  sp.anced 
river  to  the  other,  as  from  here  down  the  canal  ^ the  Scluiylkill,  within  the  limits  of  Montgomery 
is  on  the  Lower  Mtrion  side.  This  bridge  is  > county.  8omo  years  afterwards,  while  several 
free  to  foot  passengers,  and  it  is  tbu.s  far  tliat  teams  were  crossing  with  marble,  itbroke  down, 
steamboats  ascend  the  Schuyikill.  The  upper  \ but  was  rebuilt.  In  consequence  of  a great 
JIanayunk  bridge  was  built  in  1833,  and  it  is  ( freshet  on  the  night  of  Sentember  2nd,  1830, 
at  its  west  end  where  Rock  Hill  Creek  empties  ; the  Oonsliehockeu  Bridge,  four  miles  above, 
into  the  river.  The  hills  along  the  Scliuylkill,  , was  washed  away,  and  it  came  down  with  such 
in  this  vicinity,  rise  to  the  height  of  from  fifty  i force  as  to  sweep  this  bridge  entirely  away,  and 
to  one  hundreil  feet,  and  are  generally  rocky,  ; which  has  not  since  been  rebuilt.  Wh.atatthis 
and  covered  with  young  timber.  The  stones  \ time  heightened  the  catastrophe  was  that  the 
consist  chietly  of  serpentine,  interspersed  with  i (.'on<hchocken  Bridge  was  firmly  held  together 
mica.  The  rocks,  generally,  are  very  hard  and  ^ by  the  railroad  crossing  it.  On  this  occasion, 
of  a dark  blue  color,  and  approximate  to  the  j.  it  took  away  one-half  of  the  Manayunk  bridge, 
trap.  From  the  advantages  of  this  place  in  a j which  lias  since  been  repaired.  From  ths 
business  point  of  view,  there  is  no  doubt  it  > masso.s  of  rock  in  the  contracted  bed  of  the 
will  before  long  rise  into  importance  and  att.ain  ) river  for  half  a mile  below  this,  it  is  trulv  won- 


to  the  dignity  of  a n.amc. 


ilerlul  how  persons  with  canoes  could  venturi 


Croft’s  .Mill,  on  Mill  Creek,  contains  a store,  j to  pass  through  in  safety,  as  we  know  they  did, 
six  or  seven  dwellings  and  three  factories.  \ aiul  which  lias  been  mentioned  in  our  article 
Chadwick's  factory  and  grist  mill  has  n store  on  tlie  .Schuylkill.  Just  beiow  this  is  a small 
and  seven  houses.  Here  are  several  fine  spring-  island,  covered  with  numerous  willows,  wh'ch 
of  water.  The  Irunpwick  factory  was  built  in  i.s  mm.-h  the  resort  of  game,  and,  in  cense- 


Lower  iiKRiox. 


qutjiice,  h.is  received  the  uamsof  Duck  Isiur.J 
Fr^m  the  western  iihutmeiit  of  the  bridpe, 
which  still  rcmitins  by  the  rnmlsiiJe,  a splen.liil 
view  is  obtained  in  a not  th-west  direction  of  the 
fulls  I'f  the  I'i-.t  r.iiok  dual  and  the  Sohu}  Ikiii, 
for  tlie  distance  of  three  miles. 

A mile  and  a-hu'.f  above  tiie  Fla‘  Rock  hotel, 
on  tiie  tschuylkill,  is  the  lumberyard  of  William 
Sujith,  wher-'  >ire  four  houses.  This  is  nearly 
opposite  to  the  Siapstmie  quarries  of  the  late 
John  Froedley.  Fruui  here  down  to  the  Fhila- 
delphia  line,  in  this  to'viiiiiip,  there  i.s  a Hue  of 
wooded  hiil.s  ao.’a;.>:  the  !k;H.  v.  iii'e  from 

here  U[i.  a mile  or  more,  the  land  is  niOre  i>  ve 
and  cultivated.  Below  thi.s,  win'tt  we  were  hen 
in  .tugii.'t  la.st,  we  ob.-erved  a in  w bioncli  ' 
industry  being  vigoi uusly  pro.secute.J.  nanuiv 
that  of  giith.erioe  ebler  and  blackbrines  along 
tho  highway  and  raliroad  hy'  vvagtin  load 
There  is  a large  three-story  .srjue  hotel  by  the 
ro.adsule,  oj'posite  rfpring  Mill,  it  is  in  rather 
a retired  place — tiu  other  house  being  near.  A 
few  yards  below  tiiis  hotel  a beautiful  crystal 
etreani  of  water,  which  h.as  ro  name  and  is 
very  rapid,  empties  iuto  the  Schuylkill. 

Amoiig  the  ancient  houses  of  worship  still 
standing  iu  Pennsylvania,  the  Friends’  Meeting 
House  of  Lower  Meriuu  is  tho  oldest.  It  is 
situated  in  th.e  village  of  General  Wayne,  at 
the  head  or  the  est  Philadelphia  I’lank-lload, 
five  miles  from  the  city.  It  was  built  in  1C95, 
and  iu  its  ground  plan  is  in  the  form  cf  a T 
It  IS  a suhstanii-il  stone  c lluco  of  one  story,  or 
about  fourteen  feet  to  the  roof,  with  walls  over 
two  feel  in  tliickiiess.  I's  greatest  ieugth  is 
about  thirty-six  feet,  ami  the  end  facing  south- 
west is  twenty  by  I'.venty-fuur  feet.  Origintilly 
it  was  stone-pointed,  but  in  repairing  it,  in 
ISdO,  it  was  phi'tered  ovei-ia  iiriitation  of  large 
cut  stone.  It  is  surrouinloi  hy  several  largo. 
Venerable  - looltii.g  buttonwood  trees.  The 
gr  ive-yaid,  we  regtet  to  say,  looks  neglected, 
■an],  with  all  its  anriquity,  no  old  inseriptioiis 
abound  to  arrest  the  attentiou  of  the  antiquary, 
lliere  arc  cow  about,  .a  dozeu  h.iW  stuncs,  of 
recent  origin,  that  . el!  us  the  mnneiof  as  many 
rep-i.-iing  beneath  the  sod,  but  beyr,!'..!  this,  of 
those  l)Uiii'J  li-ni  we  kitow  not.  Previous  to 
the  ei  .*ct;un  ot  this  nieeting-hcuse. its  members, 
with  ■ mse  rp  iding  in  the  adj  icmit  towuM.ips 
o' ila ■■  evtii-d  a nd  t'ln.'i',  hel.i  ni  i v.ito  meeliugs 

as  (ally  a=  lOoJ  These  wrro  all  Welsh 
n .1  . 1 

a.  , ■■  !,-ts 

In.)  second  bvase  of  wors’uln  built  in  this 


^ township  was  by  a cumber  of  German  Luther- 
/ an*,  iu  17G2.  This  chuic'u  is  situated  at  the 
\ intersection  of  cross-roads,  half  a lui’e  scuth- 
^ east  of  Atheusville,  near  the  Delaware  county 
^ lina.  U was  rebuilt  in  ISOO,  and  further  eu- 
^ larged  iu  lSo3  It  is  a handsome  one-story 
) “t  jue  edifice,  surrounded  by  shade  trees.  Ad- 
jjiiinmg  is  a very  fine  graveyard,  coinnri.?iug 
^ about  one  and  a-half  acres,  laid  out  in  walks 
^ and  planted  with  trees  and  shrubbery.  T'her* 

{ are  many  buried  he'-e.  The  most  commou 
gimmes  on  the  tomb.stone.'i  are’West,  Lniiihoff 
^ Kiio.x,  Knglvr,  .Marten,  l.tn’by,  Cn'fle.-b,  Sheaif 
^ Pechen  Miller,  Goodi'ian,  Lilz-.-nbiig,  tfmitb 
^ M’agner,  Fiss,  zinper.  Little,  Latch.  Eprigbt 
< Fiiaple,  Poget,  Ilumrll,  bibly.  Zell,  Navlo 
) u.dliimti,  d.loyer,  Krickbaum.  Knoll,  H uu 
■Trtxler  -end  Ott.  The  present  pustor  is  chi 
? Rev.  Timothy  Tilghiiiau  Titus,  who  resides  In 
'/  the  [lai.sonage  a-.ljoining. 

j The  Bat'tlits  have  a eliurch  at  the  inter.sso- 
; tioi:  of  the  Roberts  and  Gulf  roads,  clevou 
I iiiile.s  from  Pniladelphi;'..  It  is  a large  two- 
' i.'tory  stone  editi  ‘e,  siumted  on  an  elevated  site, 

^ aud  is  surrnumlod  hy  sev.-ral  luicieiit  torest 
I trees.  It  was  hiiiit  in  1809.  The  grave-yard 
) is  laid  out  iu  gravelled  walks,  planted  with 
1 .sbriihliory,  ai.d  is  n-ratly  kept.  The  inrjst 
couiinon  names  on  the  tomb'-tones  are  Taylor, 

^ Johnson,  Curwen,  Morris,  Smith  Williamsou, 
( G'lskill,  Rigbter,  Matheys,  Elliot,  Owens, 
1 Lewis  and  Sheaif  The  Gaskiil  family  has  a 
number  of  fine  tombs  here  ; they  are  related  to 

> tlie  Penns.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Mr. 
' Anderson.  Before  the  erection  of  this  church, 
' the  coiigregatiiin  worship[ied  in  a small  build- 
i ing  near  by,  which  had  been  originally  a 
I school-house,  but  it  has  some  time  since  beou 
^ demolished.  The  first  clergyman  of  this  con- 
J gregatio;i  was  the  Rev.  Horatio  Jones,  who 
\ orticiated  for  nearly  half  a century,  or  till  near 
/ his  death,  iu  1853. 

!;  Having  given,  at  length,  .a  description  of 
I Lower  Merion,  with  ,a  few  particub.is  of  tlia 
, past,  we  propose  now  to  enter  more  fully  on  its 

> early  history.  Ds  annie  is  derived  from  Meri- 
■,  oueth,  or  Merionethaidrs,  a maritime  countv 
'<  in  North  'Vales.  .Vs  the  early  settlers  hero 
N Were  uf'r.rly  all  \Vel.-,h,  and  among  them  it  is 
C known  that  .John  Thoin.-w,  Robert  Owen.  Tho- 
' mas  Owen  and  R.'wlatid  Ellis  came  from  M.'-rl- 
! oncth,  will  account  why  it  was  so  called. 
I What  i.'  now  Lower  urd  Upper  Merion  town- 
' ships,  Gabriel  Themas,  in  his  account  of  Penn- 
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Bjlvania,  in  1G93,  calls  Merioneth,  atvl  in  the 
Colonial  Records  of  17:13,  is  still  called  Morion, 
■which  we  know,  however,  was  divided  and 
inown  by  their  present  names  before  1734, 

But  a short  time  before  the  arrival  of  I’enn, 
a number  of  Welsh,  who  proposed  settliut;  in 
Pennsylvania,  purchased  of  IViu.  I’cnnin,  Eng 
land,  a tract  of  forty  thousand  acres  of  laud, 
which  subsequently  wat  locate!  in  Merion,lIav- 
erford,  Goshen,  and  several  of  the  adjoining 
townships.  liownauch  of  this  tract  lay  in  this 
township  is  unknown  to  us,  but  no  doubt  it  cov- 
ered more  than  half  its  present  area.  Thonuis 
Holme,  the  surveyor-general,  begun  a map  of 
original  surveys,  with  the  names  of  the  first  pur 
chasers,  in  1682,  and  as  portions  of  it  were  sold 
kept  filling  it  up  to  about  the  year  1695.  From 
this  map  it  is  ascertained  that  the  follow  ing  per- 
Bona  purchased  nearly  all  the  lands  in  Lo'wer 
Merion  : John  Flolland,  Christopher  I’eunock. 
AVilliam  Wood,  William  bhariow,  Uauiel  Idein- 
dith,  John  Pioberts,  John  Ilu.mi  lu'eys  and 
Others,  Thomas  Ellis  and  otliers,  and  Edward 
Jones  with  seventeen  others  in  company. 
About  1683-4  several  had  already  settled  on 
their  purchases  and  the  number  was  yearly 
augmenting.  J.  Oidmisou,  who  was  here  in 
1708,  in  speaking  of  this  tract  and  the  Welsh, 
says  that  it  then  was  “ very  pnpukns,  and  the 
people  are  very  industrious;  by  which  means 
this  country  is  better  cleared  than  any  other 
part  of  the  county.  The  iDoabitauts  have 
many  fine  plantations  of  coro,  and  breed  abun- 
dance of  cattle,  inasmuch  that  tliey  are  looked 
Bpon  to  be  as  thriving  and  w’oalthy  as  any  in 
the  province — and  this  must  always  be  said  of 
the  Welsh,  that  wherever  they  come,  ’tis  not 
their  fault  if  they  do  not  live,  and  live  well, 
too;  for  they  seldom  spare  for  labor,  ■'vhi'.'h 
seldom  fails  of  success.”  We  have  luadouK  ij- 
*-'oQ  of  the  Friends  having  lield  meetings  fur 
■worship,  as  ea'rly  as  1083,  and  th;atlie  preocnt 
meeting-house  was  built  in  1G05.  Application 
Was  made  to  the  Council,  in  1706,  fur  a road 
from  this  meeliug-hou.se  to  iliu  Echnylkill, 
where  a ferry  vras  to  be  established. 

Among  the  earliest  sealers  here  was  Ecnj.i- 
min  Humphrey,  ■who  carue  over  iu  ld'^3.  11  ■ 

was  a useful  man  iu  the  colony,  and  ’.hrou  ji 
his  hospitality  eujjyei]  a v.idc-spvcad  icpn-^i,- 
tion.  lie  died  the  4th  of  77ovcnihor,  17  7, 
aged  76  years.  David  numplirey  w.b  cnm!.',i- - 
stoned  a justice  of  the  ccunty  courts,  N;  v un- 
her  -2d,  1738.  Tiieec  are  persauis  ef  this  name 


i still  residing  in  the  township,  and  it  is  from 
; members  of  this  f.-tmily  that  Humphreysvillgre- 
; cciv.od  its  name.  The  Roberts  family  is  ancthrr 
1 of  early  origin.  Hugh  Roberts  c.arae  from 
) Wales  ill  lliSl,  anil  traveled  here  in  the  wc:k 
of  the  ministry  iu  ?darylund,  Long  Island  and 
New  England,  where  it  is  said  “his  seiriees 
^ were  cllTctual  to  tiie  people.”  He  died  iu  1702, 
and  was  buried  at  the  'doriou  meeting  he  use. 

^ Robert  Jones  purchased  of  E'enn,  in  Lngbind,- 
' in  1682,  five  hundred  acres'  of  land,  which  was 
, afU'f.T.'U'iLs  located  in  this  township.  He  tvas 

> also  an  early  settler,  and  was  excetdingly  pop- 
{ u'ar  among  his  neighbors.  In  June,  171-3,  he 
i was  appoi.'ited  one  of  the  justices  of  the  coun- 
, ty  courts,  which  oliicc  he  continued  to  hold  for 
t many  years.  Edward  Jones  was  anolher  early 
I settle:-,  “given  to  Lnrpii'ailty-  and  geLcralij,' 

J bclovcil  by  his  acquaintances.”  He  died  in 
j Eebrunry,  1737,  aged  82  years.  Joi;athan 
;,,Jonc3  cam-3  hero  with  Ids  parents  whtr.  only' 

1 three  years  old,  ami  continued  a resr.i-ent  tii! 

June  30ili,  1779,  when  he  died,  at  the  '■■i'.  u.crd 
age  of  91  years.  .V  ccmjjary  of  N ssoc;;. tora 

> was  formed  iu  iV:,;uary,  1717,  of  which  E l- 
^ ward  Jones  was  chosen  captain,  .and  Gr.lli  h 

(irlUith,  first  lieutenant.  Edward  E'-iwards 
purchared  of  Penn  in  Enghind,  two  bundled 
, and  fifty  acres,  which  was  afttrwaius  Ivcated 
' hero  and  v.liieh  he  seltie'l 'upon.  Robert  0 wen 
j arrived  'from  Wale-3  in  1790.  He  was  s uiitiis- 
tcr  .among  Friends,  and  traveled  much  C’j  tins 
. account,  both  in  hi'S  n uive  country  an  l .Vnier- 
^ iea  He  died  iu  July,  17'c7,  and  was  interred 
( at  . Merion  meeting  house.  Deij.miu  Erst- 


o 0 r ' 1 , 

, i\l\  C*: 

ii'l  y 

settler, 

we  learn  front  i 

i:c : 

bblng- 

tt 

f oc<-rt. 

is,  m-xrrifcd 

A::n 

Ihciii.as 

in 

I / Ll'. 

C rihi 

lii  Ja 

:wei! 

en  v>':is 

a j 

ustice 

0!  til 

enu 

,.nty 

court.-^, 

in  Api 

■u,  1741, 

a I't 

cl  wa- 

Cetili 

.'lUtil 

in  said  ullic 

1-  for  It 

nuir.bci’ 

of 

ve  a 1 . 

The 

i'cllo' 

is  a 1 

iit  of 

la  lit;  ho  I 

dera  eml 

tCloH 

,‘iiui 

!-g  in 

Lower 

Morion 

in 

17C1, 

>.v  h i c 

li  c 

•'f'i' 

hi  I i\iTa 

the  uri 

ni:' 

'.X'.n  ■ 

rcririt, 

prop 

ir-1  1 

or  T 

iiwnria 

Penn. 

It  COLf 

ain: 

: fi  r r V - 

-t'vo  n trues  ani.l  canTiut  f-ail  to  prove  inte-resting 
at  tills  day  to  their  numerous  dcs-cciKiauts, 
it  wilia.s.j  be  obsei  veil  tirit  thev  are  ■til  ”,'chh, 
•.■;!'.h  tl;i;  --:;c  ptE.'u,  pro '.■.■ibly,  of  two  or  three 
mimes  ; Joiiu,  sou  of  ii-bilhlas  Roberr.-a  IE,.^ii 
[-■■■ans,  R'Cn-it  J .iits,  Robert  E-ofaerts,  R-.bcrt 
l.fr.n,  it;ce  Eiicc,  Edwartl  Jones,  Abul  Then;  s, 
ih  ' ; '.r'liii  i.i.'.t'.iirrn,  Jon'-than  Jene-,  \ ;;i.  Ha- 
varti,  lEchard  nu_a.s,  IM.-rris  Lewa-htu,  Ecn- 
j-i.ti.u  IHmphrey,  Juhtt  iiump/tirey,  .Ji'seih 


,' !.f-r 


jl'l  .-.i 

, J.'...-. 


. -iJ  r,  .:  .i:--  Vii.OTfeDi 


•ii  ' « ,iftv^rtht>K  *(fw>  bJ 

■'■•  ?i:.v  .fivi  W'-. wr.hrf  V#  ’1 

I r ‘ n ^ 'thdi  1(^4 

i «?cJi  4>  (HU* 


.'J 


:j-  i 


) .i  <• 


Jo  'ViMitaoif./ijift' 


tt  Jarful 

■' 

V >h.  „v,'ca  iftatt  ■ 

' .*JJ^  '^v3 

; ■■•  /.'?.  hoighr 
..  .1  »!■ 

- Jij«| 

•;  ->iaj  »i(Jt 

{-  lOl}  B0«« 

•('■<•,  jtirMllVy 

wx;  >'i  .sfjfi 

■ ■ ■'  .v.t-  fiU-iil 

0 ?'  J-,  ij  ia'i  ■'’•xii*' 

■-'  " . .•■'•1:  frag‘  - 

"i  ■ 14;  ; 

t : 7 >.I.ix->C3  i l,;4 

; Vi  3-nff 

J ■••ii'i  '40401,  ■■' 

•'i ' . -x-'l*  yjitrft 
■ '>•<  :-i  CMJfl  t- 


i'' 


I , 

t I 

1 < 


>6759' 


UPPER  ilERIONU 


U -.iliara'’,  Rees  Thomas,  V/llUam  Thomas,  Peter 
Joues,  Ilumiilircy  Jones,  Jolm  Griffith,  C;itha- 
riiie  Pu;:!i,  Rees  Phillip,  Joseph  Tucker,  Janies 
John,  'ih.onias  John,  Jol-.n  L'  Griffith  Le- 
WL'llcn,  Hubert  Robertsr  L'aviJ  Jones,’  Vi'iUiam 
'niton,  PaviJ  PavisT  Joseph  P.obei  ts,  John 
Kuberts,  i)avi  .l  Price,  L-achar  Pi  ice,  David 
Price,  Jr.,  Lev.is  LIopJi  Juhn  David,  P,obert, 
Min  of  Peter  Jones,  Thomas  David,  John  Evans, 
Elounor  l.tevau,  Oiven  Jones’  pbiatation,  Evan 
Harry,  Nicholas  Rapy,  John  Roberts,  carpen- 
ter, Evan  Rees,  Samuel  Jordan,  James  Dod- 
nicad,  Edward  Edwards  and  Garret  Jone.s. 

Ituring  the  rovulntioc,  particularly  while  the 
EritLh  held  pcssessioa  of  Philadeipbia,  from 
September,  17';  7,  toJn.no,  177S,  the  inhabitants 
of  Lower  Jlerion  snlfi.red  severely  from  the 
tleprcd-.tions  of  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of 
living  so  near  the  city.  .Shortly  after  their 
der.artnre  an  ns'.e.ssor  was  appointed  to  rate 
the  damages,  wh.ich  auiountej  to  three  ihou- 
sand  two  L’midrtd  and  twelve  pounds,  or  tight 
thousand  five  hundred  a:d  si;ett’-Dve  d'dilurs 
and  tK-voii'cents  of  ivur  present  currency  I:  ap- 
pears that  though  no  stri'uing  eventa  of  inter- 
est occurred  here,  yet  lids  township  boro  its 
share  of  the  trials.  V.'e  have  ia  our  possession 
a list  of  all  persons  who  stood  attiiutoJ  for 
treiison  dnrintr  the  revolution  within  the  pre- 
sent limits  of  -iloiitgornery  county,  being 
twunty-iiine  in  number.  Among  these  there  is 


but  one  who  wr.s  a resid,sut  of  Lower 


r.iertOD, 


thus  showing  that  the  people  here  wore  gener-  \ 
ally  disposed  to  inaepeudencc.  The  person  ^ 
ailude-.l  to  was  John  Roberts,  .a  deseendact  oTs 
oae  of  its  c.vriisit  and  most  respectable  fiimi-  ^ 
lies.  Alter  iliQ  Lritic-I;  had  takt  n possession  of  \ 
Phibodelphia,  Jlr,  Roberts  no  doubt  supposed  \ 
that  the  subjugation  of  the  country  was  a cer-  > 
tairty,  and  tliereforc,  as  ,a  man  of  property,  it  \ 
would  leiior.nd  to  Ii;.s  interest  to  join  their  ^ 
caute.  The  re.sult  was  that  ho  was  induced  to  ; 
do  ads  through  tbs  power  of  those  hs  consld-  ^ 
ere.l  his  friends,  which,  cn  their  departure,  ^ 
brought  on  him  the  vengeance  of  his  country-  > 
nen.  For  l.is  condret  he  was  .arrested,  tried,  \ 
foiuid.  gr.'lty,  ami  ruh’iciy  eneculeil  in  I’hiha-  i 
delohia.  His  re.ai  erui*..?,  ia  thi-  nwiisiiip.  was 

ei,.i.!i-o  it-d,  ami  consMted  of  three  fuiKlrpil  j 

..;>d  .sevcnty-ei'.-i.t  acres  of  hiaJ.  btsidu.s  two  i 
iiiiil.s  (iia!  ff'verai  !;.  u-es.  .V  p.  ;ibin  of  s.aid  { 
(y  r,.,.',-  b.  t ..  F .aar-’  E II  .fa  '-.-'n,  > 

'•■n.  7!;,S  tb-.'.k.  A If.'.' y;  ai; ’.'.ica!  .-h.i  teh  c f i'lj  r.  R(  - 
a ts  IS  given  in  the  a’ veii  iiw  of  this  work. 


UPPEU  MERION. 

The  township  of  Upper  Merion  ia  bounded 
on  the  north-west,  north  and  north-east  by  the 
river  , Schuylkill,  and  also  on  the  north-east  by 
the  borough  of  Bridgeport,  cu  the  south-east 
by  Lower  Morion  township,  on  the  sout'u  by 
the  counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  and  on 
the  south-west  by  Chester.  Its  greatest  length 
is  eight  and  a quarter  miles,  and  its  greatest 
width  three  and  a-half.  It  will  be  observed 
that  it  lies  wholly  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Soliuylkil!,  a:id  that  its  form  must  be  very 
irregular.  It  formerly  contained  ten  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  but  by 
the  erection  of  the  borough  of  Bridgeport,  ia 
13-51,  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  wej-e  taken 
off,  leaving  its  present  area  ten  thousand  two 
huuJrcd  and  ninety-five  acres.  The  surface  is 
roliing  and  contains,  generally,  a lime-.sione 
soil. 

The  principal  elevations  in  this  township  .are 
called  Mount  Joy,  Red  lull,  Flint  Hill,  N’ortk 
Vallej’  Eill,  and  Consliehockcn  cr  Gulf  Hill. 

Alcu.nt  Joy  is  of  a conical  form,  and  is  wood- 
ed to  its  top,  and  forms  a beautiful  feature  in 
the  land-c.apo,  as  seen  from  the  old  school 
lton.33  on  the  5ht!ley  Hill — half  a mile  west  of 
Port  Kennedy — from  which  place  it  is  about 
one  and  a-Lalf  miles.  This  hill  gave  name  to 
a manor  which  belonged  to  Letitia,  daughter  of 
William  Penn,  Tradition  says  that  he  gave 
this  hill  its  name  while  on  a visit  to  the  neigh- 
borhood. It  is  the  highest  eminence  in  Upper 
Merion,  ia  the  vicinity  of  Yiilley  Forge.  In 
the  time  of  the  Revolution  it  was  strongly 
fortified,  raid  the  remains  of  entrenchments  are 
still  visible  on  its  top. 

Red  Hiil  is  r.a  eminence  something  over  a 
mile  south-west  of  Bridgeport.  It  is  a well 
unown  tradition,  handed  down  by  several  fami- 
lies, that  two  panthers  were  shot  on  it  in  the 
time  of  the  early  settlement. 

TliO  Conshehoc'uen  or  Gulf  Hill  is  a long 
t;arrow  range  tin-.t  runs  a great  way  into  Ches- 
ter c-  Litity.  It  is  .a  continuation  of  E.lge  Hiil, 
which  cresses  the  .Sciiuylltill  .at  Spring  Mill,  and 
cxrend.s  oast  and  west.  It  commence.^  in  New 
.Ltr.-i  "v,  and  crosses  the  Delaw.afe  at  Trenton. 
Wb;,t  is  str.ange,  in  Montgomery  county  no 
ir-ut;,  liuie-.stotte,  or  tn'-ri-le.  is  I'ouud  on  the 
s-'-uvU  side  of  it.  Geologically  .speaking,  it 
forms  a narrow  belt  of  the  primary  rocks  with 
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gneiss  nnd  taicon  sia^e.  The  name  of  Gulf  ^ Lower  Merion  line.  It  is  n rapid  stream,  which 
Hill  has  only  been  npplitd  in  tliis  vieinit?  from  i ri-os  in  Delaware  county,  ami  .after  a cmirse  of 
the  deep,  narrow  pa.-<b(i^e  .>1' Gulf  (..’reck  throufrli  > uenrly  four  niiios.  eniptiofl  into  t!ie  Srhu’.  ikiH 
it  in  its  cour.se  to  the  Srhuylkill.  This  natural  ; about  iuilf  a mile  above  the  Cousiu  io  cken 
I curiosity  will  be  more  fu;ly  describc'l  when  we  J bri'ifeo.  it  propels  one  saw  mill,  two  erist 

1 speak  of  the  villages  of  the  township.  ^ mills,  and  four  or  five  cotton  .and  woolen  fac- 

■ The  North  Y.allcy  Hill  is  a laiiige  following  ^ tories.  Near  its  mmitli,  the  highway  arid  raU- 

the  Schuylkill,  and  commence.^  a .short  di.stance  road  cross  it  by  substaroml  stone  bridges.  The 
above  Bridgeport.  It  i?  only  of  moderate  ele-  J East  Valley  Creek,  for  tbo  ilistance  of  a mile, 

; vation,  and  is  the  highest  between  Port  Ken-  j forms  the  western  boundary  of  the  townrhip, 

nedy  and  Valley  Forge.  | and  propels,  within  it.s  limits,  a cotton  factory 

In  walking  along  the  Schuylkill  canal  from  I"  am1  a grist  mill.  These  furuish  all  the  w.ater- 
Bridgeport  to  Port  Kennedy,  we  found  the  i power,  and  are  much  the  largest  streams, 
land  chiefly  cultivated  to  the  river,  with  J There  is  a fine  spring  at  Port  Keunedy  and  ,an- 
i SQ  occasional  m.argin  of  trees,  making  it  a I other  in  the  borough  of  Bridgeport. 

shady  and  agreeablo  walk.  Probably  one  of  | The  wealth  that  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
the  most  fertile  tracts  of  land  in  Montgomery  \ Merion  derive  from  its  mines  and  quarries  is 
county  is  that  portion  of  the  township  lying  s probably  not  escceded  by  that  of  any  other 
along  the  Schuylkill,  between  Bridgeport  and  I"  township  in  the  county’.  It  contains  three 
Gulf  Creek,  and  extending  west  for  about  a mile  > l.irge  furnaces  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  — 
and  a-balf.  Vitliin  this  .space  lime  stone  and  one  at  Port  Kennedy,  ami  the  other  two  m the 
irou  ore  is  obtained  in  .abundance;  and  the  > Sciiuylkill,  a mile  below  Swedesburg.  The  ore 
stranger  views  with  regret  the  disfiguv.atioris  ^ is  dug  now  in  con.sii!erabIe  qmntitie.s  in  the  vi- 
occasioned  in  obtaining  tho.se  materials  from  <■  cinity  of  Valley  Forge,  especially  on  the  farm 
euch  beautiful  and  produrtive  fields.  Indeed,  i of  Pichard  Marten,  on  the  Gu'f  Road.  The 
in  few  neighborbood.s  has  Nature  been  so  lavish  ' most  extensive  bed  of  iron  ore  commences  near 
of  her  choicest  gifts.  The  soil  is  a loose  loam,  1 wliat  was  formerly  Henderson’s  marble  quarry, 
nearly  level  on  its  surface,  and  so  fiee  from  S an  l extends  to  the  Swede  furnaces  on  the 
stones  that  no  couatry  can  produce  probably  j Schuyikill,  a distance  of  one  and  n-half  miles, 
any  land  of  easier  cultiv.atioii  The  Swede=,  J and  is  probably  about  ball  a mile  in  width, 
in  taking  up  and  settling  this  tract,  showed  ■'  Ou  this  tract  great  quantities  of  ore  hav-_  been 
considerable  foresight  as  to  its  future  import-  J extracted  within  the  last  ten  years,  and  is  now 
ance.  ] worke.l  exclusivolv  at  three  or  four  pbiees. 

Generally  speaking,  for  its  size,  this  is  not  a < From  the  farm  of  George  Henderson,  particu- 
well  watered  township.  The  streams  do  not  ] larly,  considerable  has  been  taken.  The  iron 
rise  from  many  springs,  and  are,  therefore,  too  ; made  from  this  ore  is  said  to  be  of  excellent 
weak  to  furnish  much  valuable  water-power,  j qirility. 

Elliottbs  Run,  which  rises  from  two  branches  | In  the  manuf.aoGire  and  quality  of  its  lime, 
near  the  Chester  c.unty  line,  and  is  three  and  ^ Upper  Merion  is  conspicnou.s.  The  lime  stone 
n-half  miles  in  length,  prof>ei.s  only  a saw  mill,  J belt  crosses  the  Schuylkill  at  and  below 
near  its  mouth.  Frog  P>.un,  two  and  a half  j Swedesburg,  and  has  an  average  breadth  of  n 
miles  long,  and  ilatsuok,  a smaller  stream,  and  ; mile,  running  in  a western  direction  into 
both  emptying  into  the  .Schuylkill  below  ; Chester  county.  Its  length,  in  this  township. 
Swedesburg,  propel  no  miUs.  ^ Is  nearly  six  miles.  The  marble  prevaiN  nn  its 

Mashilmac  Creek  rises  in  Chester  county,  j s-cmtbrrn  edge,  and  on  ii.s  northern  line  the 
and,  after  a cour.se  of  about  two  'niles,  er.ip'ies  \ softer  lime.  H has  been  sati.sfactorily  ascer- 
I into  the  Schuylkill  at  the  Catfish  locks,  below  j tained  that  the  lime  ma'lo  from  its  northern 

Port  Kennedy.  For  it.s  length,  it  is  a nn  tty  j edge  is  ilm  b-'st,  Xup  qn-uris-.  of  Vv’i!l\.ir>i  R. 
strong  stream,  and,  on  account  .,f  ri.sing  from  | R.i'i.b.i,  ne  .r  .ewe.;..M‘b\7-^  ,in,;  rhesj  ni  Ri'rf 
several  large  "orieg.s,  is  not  Enable  to  be  airected  J R.  i'r,i..iy.  bav"  tM-;  r\  : while  aj-rrn.ich 

by  draught  or  coM  weather.  Near  it.s  m /Uth.  J lag  the  opp.-.sir-  ...ir..  j,  increases  in  ! .Tiiness 
It  t u 1 n .s  a merchant  ant  gn.-' t ni . 1 !.  *■  t d 1 it  i or ■ a i i . a t ■ s ; r.  w fi i ’ e in ■’ ’’ti ! e . w !i i •? h ti;er ges 

The  i irgest  and  most  ip.ipnrliuit  str.  ate.  is  > inra  fbe  s'lil  l.ar  ler  blue  m.arnb'.  Ti.is  iinio- 
Gttlf  Creek,  in  the  south-east  part,  near  the  < stone  is  placed  in  tbo  primitive  formation,  tied, 

1 

1 
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R!  may  bo  snpposed  from  the  aforesaid  re- j perpendicular  seam,  extending  down,  no  doubt, 
marks,  is  by  no  means  uniform  in  its  quality,  \ to  a great  depth.  It  is  said  the  deeper  it  is 


some  of  its  beds  yielding  huie  of  much  greater  | obtained  the  better  is  its  quality.  IVhat  was 
purity  than  others.  But  taken  collectively,  no  ■ formerly  known  as  Henderson’s  quarry  is  now 


Hmc  in  the  United  States  surpasses  it,  especi-  [ owned  and  worked  by  John  Siindernan.  It  is 
ally  for  iiiech.anical  purposes.  Mr.  Trego,  in  j situated  about  two  miles  south  of  Bridgeport, 
his  geography,  thus  speaks  of  tlie  value  an(l  \ There  is  here  an  extensive  steam  mill  for  saw- 
importance  of  this  article:  “It  is  scarcely  ) ing  marble.  Thirty-five  hands  are  generally 

possible  to  foim  an  estimate  of  the  incalculable  ^ employed  in  the  mill  and  quarry.  T.he  groat- 
advantages  derived  by  Pennsylvania  from  the  \ eat  depth  readied,  in  obtaining  the  marble,  is 
limestones  so  extensively  diffused  throughout  ■’  about  one  hundred  feet.  Immense  quantities 


the  State  They  impart  fertility  to  the  soil 
wherever  found;  they  are  used  as  a building 
etone  for  houses,  barns,  bridges,  canal  locks. 


\ have  been  taken  out  here  within  the  last  twen- 
1 ty  years.  A portion  of  the  material  used  in 
1'  the  construction  of  Girard  College  w.as  nb- 


&o.,  and  they  constitute  an  indispensable  arti-  ;■  taiued  at  this  place.  One  of  the  greatest  dif- 
clo  of  use  in  our  furnaces  for  smelting  iron  1 ficuUies  in  procuring  the  marble  is  tiie  ingress 
ores.  When  burned  into  lime  they  yield  a ne-  \ of  water.  The  depth  made  liere  could  never 
cessary  ingredient  in  the  ranrt.ir  for  stone-ma-  ^ have  been  reached  without  the  aid  of  a nurn- 
80DS,  bricklayers,  plasterers,  for  whitewashing,  1,  ber  of  pumps,  propelled  by  steam.  This  is 
and  for  several  purposes  in  the  manufactures  ^ a serious  obstacle  to  the  successful  working  of 
and  the  arts.  But  it  is  from  ihe  benefits  do-  ; marble  quarries,  and  entails  considerable  ex- 
rived  to  our  agriculture,  from  the  use  of  lime  j pease.  That  thcra  is  an  abundance  of  this 
as  a manure  for  the  soil,  that  our  State  is  des-  beautiful  material  in  this  township  there  is  no 
lined  to  be  most  enriched  by  this  important  | doubt,  and  it  is  believed  as  tho  demand  fet  it 
article  of  her  productions.  At  several  points  \ increases  this  difficulty  will  be  the  easier  sur- 
on  our  canals  and  railroads  vast  quantities  of  { mounted.  sVbout  half  a mile  from  the  King  of 
limestone  are  quarried  and  transported  to  j Prussia,  and  near  tiie  Chester  Valley  railroad, 
places  where  it  is  required  for  use,  and  from  ' is  the  quarry  formerly  worked  by  J.  Brooke, 
the  rapidly  increafdng  demand  it  is  bccom.ing  a I hut  now  in  possession  of  Derr  and  Adams. 


considerable  item  in  the  tolls  upon  our  pubiio  \ 
works.”  Oldmixon,  in  his  British  Emnire  in  ' 


There  is  here,  also,  .a  steam  saw-mill.  T.hey 
employ  about  twelve  rnen.  These  two  .are  the 
Americ.!,  published  in  170S,  saj’s  that  the  first  ; only  Marble  quarries  tliat  have  been  worked. 


limestone  dug  in  America  was  found  in  Letitia  | The  census  of  18-10  states  that  in  Upper  Merion 
Penn’s  manor  of  Mount  Joy.  This  probably  was  5 there  was  nine  men  emploj’ed  in  the  business, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Port  Kennedy,  s producing  marble  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand 
The  census  of  1840  values  the  lime  then  man-  ^ seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  A few  3'ards 
nfactured  in  this  township  at  seventy-four^  above  the  mouth  of  Gulf  Creek,  on  the  Schuyl- 
kill, Henry  Munson  owns  an  extensive  stone 
quarry.  A large  amount  of  building  stone  is 
taken  from  hero  to  Philadelphia  and  other 

we 


thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  dol- 
lars, or  about  one  third  of  that  produced  in  tho 
entire  county.  Thi.s  business  has  since  grcatl}- 

increased  through  the  additional  facilities  af-  places  by  teams,  canal  and  railroad.  IVhen 
forded  for  its  transport.ation.  It  is  said  that  ^ were  here  in  August,  1853,  the  Navigation  com- 
Port  Kennedy,  for  the  year  ending  with  June  ^ pany  were  raising  and  repairing  Plymouth 
1st,  1857,  exported  lime  (o  the  value  of  one  j dam,  which  is  near  this  quarry,  and  stones 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  The  j were  used  in  its  construction  whicli  we  are 
whole  county  is  represented  in  18-10  to  have  1;  certain  were  over  twelve  feet  in  length  and  a 
produced  lime  to  the  amouut  of  two  hundred  ^ foot  and  a half  in  thickness.  This  stone  dies- 
and  tlsirty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty- s ses  easily  and  affords  an  excellent  building 
two  dollars.  This  sum,  we  have  no  doubt,  is  > material. 

now  exceeded  in  value  bv-  Upper  Merlon  alone.  | Upper  Merion  was  first  settled  by  the  Vclsh, 
Marble  is  composed  of  chrystalized  carbon- < and  theirdescendantsatthi'dayprobablp'con- 
ate  of  lime,  and  the  two  are  always  f mud  com- stituto  a majority  of  its  p.-rul'i'icn.  T w 
bine. I,  more  or  le?.-.  together.  The  niarble  ^ year.s  afterw.u'J.s  several  Svvedleii  f.'.rnliies  t.u.k 
worked  in  this  township  runs  in  a long,  narrow,  I up  l.irge  tracts  of  the  be.st  hand,  nhirh  il.i  y 
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settlerl  npon,  and  are  cbtorlT  in  poaser.sion  cf 
their  i!esc'“ndants.  At  a Titer  rerio,!  several 
English  families  roniovod  li'^re.  IVithin  the 
past  thirty  year?  many  Iri:-h  have  settled  here, 

I through  the  encouragement  eiv'ti  tlitui  as  Ti- 

borers  in  the  lime,  tnarble  and  iron  bu-i- 
, ness.  This  township,  iu  1711,  ci'.ulaiiu-d  tifty- 

ttvo  tas.ibles;  iti  lS‘2-3,  tisroo  hundred  ni'.d  six- 
ty; ill  ISiO,  niiie  hundred  ar.'I  I 'iiirti’-five  ; and 
in  18-57,  nine  hundred  r.n-i  two,  Thec^n'iu-i  of 
1810  gives  the  total  population  at  one  thousati-1 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  ; iu  1820,  cu-3  thou- 
s.-iud  two  buudred  aul  eighty-five;  iu  ISdO, 

; one  thousand  six  hundred  au'i  eighteen  ; iu 

I 1810,  two  thou-aiid  eight  hundred  and  four; 

! ond  iu  18-50,  throe  thou  '.n  I rud  seventy-five. 

[ By  the  erection  of  Crieigepiirt  into  a boroitgh, 

I in  1851,  the  papulation  v.-r.s  joru-j  what  rt  duccd. 

f We  should  estimate  it  at  this  time  to  be  about 

i three  thousand  two  huuircd. 

; Iu  the  w-ay  of  iniprovomeuts  '!iis  township  i.-! 

j-  pretty  well  provided,  and  wliich  iiave  iia.d  .a 

I great  tendency  to  develop  further  it-  resources. 

! Besides  tbs  canal,  (he  R.tadiu  j: railroad  rnur-  its 

' eutir-e  length  on  the  .Schuyihiil,  a lii^iancQ  of  ^ stores,  and  a blaek-mitli  and  wheelwright  shop. 

1 nine  mile.s.  The  Cin-ster  Valley  railroad,  which  The  census  of  1S50  gives  it  three  hundred  and 

|-  was  fiiHshed  in  1851,  extends  through  its  entire  1>  eiahty-eight  inhabitants  This  place  has 

! width,  from  east  to  west,  about  fo’.tr  miles,  E 1 cl.i-  tiy  grown  up  within  the  last  fifteen  years, 

i cotnn'ienees  at  Bri-lgeport  .--ti  1 connects  with  the  ' .atni  owes  niu.’h  of  its  prosperity  to  the  tuanu- 

1 Pennsylvania  i-iiiro'u!  at  D'.wningtown.  Tli-ere  1 f-*c‘uring  business  carried  on  iu  its  neighhor- 

! are,  besides,  several  sho’'t  br  I uciies,  erecteii  by  1 ho.id,  TiTe  Reading  railroad  passes  through 

t private  enterprise,  loadi’.ig  from  mines  and  ' tbepl.ice.  About  half  a mile  below  this  v' liage 

1 quarries  to  t lie  Scir.’ylkill,  11 'I.''- of  which,  how-  Wil  iam  B.  R-ur.bo  carries  un  lime  buruiug 

I ever,  w?  beMeve  are  over  a mile  iu  Icr.ctb,  and  ■ quite  extensively.  He  has  sixteen  kilns  and 

will  he  h.ere-iftr'r  mentionoil.  A turnpike  ex-  | cn. ploys  fifty  hands  in  quarrying,  burning  and 

tends  from  Bri-lg-port  to  tiio  King  if  rius?;.-i,  i liauliiig  the  lime.  lie  has  a railroad  laid  from 

! three  niib-s.  and  was  finished  in  IS'8.  The  V C-o  o -larries  to  the  river,  half  a mile  in  length. 

census  of  1850  gave  six  hun-lrc  1 and  twenty-  ' M"-u  of  tlie  iiiiie  is  sent  by  tlie  canal  to  New 

four  li  -uses  aii.l  one  bundled  and  eirid  f.-irms.  ; .Torsey,  Del-iware  and  Maryland.  Ballygo- 

Aceording  to  the  ti'iciini-al  ii-ssos-i-.nout  of  1850,  1 niingo  i.s  r.  r.ninu.fiicturing  village  on  the  Gulf 

the  real  estate  of  Upper  511 -riou  was  vraluod  at  ' Ci'.->'k,  ab-iut  half  a mile  from  the  SchuylkiiL 

eevea  huti ’red  and  f a -i;iu-e  niou  .an.i  iiiric  - It  couir.ins  about  thirty  houses,  a Baptist 

hun-hed  fifteen  thill. ',rs  ; ‘lud  t'oe  h.oi  -cs  I c'lurch,  a store,  school  house  and  several  me- 
aiid  c.ttle  at  twetity-six  thou:-;n-,l  f-iur  hun-hed  ' chrnic  shops.  Before  the  Revolution,  George 

aud  four  dollars.  In  1S-5S  it  cont.oiued  tlirce  ; Engli.di  erected  a fuTiing  mill  here,  which  was 

public  houses,  r.iue  stores,  t’uree  coal  yi’-rds  aft , rtv -n'.ls  owned  by  William  (,'uuter,  who  car- 

four  grist  mills,  three  saw  milis,  tlirec  iron  : ri  - 1 it  on  for  a i;umbcr  of  years.  On  his 

furnaces, -two  marble  mills  and  soveu  nr  t-igh.t  i d ■ dh,  bis  son-in-law.  Bethel  5>Ioore,the  present 

cotton  and  wooien  f ict  tries.  It  will  b • l,y  ' i,  r,  i;i:.  . :-  v.i'm.ble  improvements  and  entc-r- 

; tbi.s  thit  tile  inhabii'ints  r-re  esi-.-r.-ivi  lv  ni-  , c!  r.'.'u'O  txt  ”.;.-iv,-ly  i-.ifo  tlie  luatmfacturc  of 

gagi'.l  iu  maruifactni'.js,  in-lep- u-.l.:ut  oi'  iTc  i v.'-mu'.a  g liiiis,  t.-ip  :C;aliy  suttir.etrs,  giving 
liie.'.'  nu-1  ui  i;V.le  bu-.i;  T'  nr-?  r-ntoili  ' 'nyn-.cr.l  ta  a c imi-,Krab!e  :i;;;uberof  har.'Ts. 

I ne.s  at  the  vil'-tges  i-f  I’oit  Ke::u'..-dy,  K;,;'r  of  ; fmo;  of  thi'  viil  is  given  after  ;1  town 

I I‘i  ussia  and  G nlf  .Mfili.  i in  IreTtn  I.  .V  sourt -distam’o  above  this  Oeorgo 


j Upper  Ttrcrlon,  for  the  school  year  ending 
^ with  .June  l.st,  1857,  had  nine  schools,  which 
1 were  open  ten  nioi'.ths,  and  employed  seven 

< male  ami  three  female  to.-tchers.  The  wages  of 
^ the  former  wa.s  thirty  dollars  and  of  the  latter 
1;  twenty-five  doll-u’s  per  month.  Five  hundred 

anil  sixty-si.v  schf.l.ars  attended  the.se  schools 
1 during  the  year.  'The  amount  levied  to  defray 
^ the  expenses  was  three  thousand  two  hundred 
1 raid  sixty-nine  dolir.rs  and  ninety-seven  cents. 
^ There  i.s,  we  believe,  but  one  library  in  the 
^ township,  which  is  at  the  King  of  Prussia,  and 
\ has  been  only  recently  started. 

\ Port  Kennmlv,  if  not  the  largest  village,  is 
'-  certainly  the  most  extensive  business  place  in 

< the  township.  From  the  amount  of  materials 
^ wchavu  relating  to  it,  and  its  importance  in 
i the  valley  of  the  Schuylkill  as  a place  of  trade, 
^ we  Imvc  concluded  to  defer  a further  account 
s til!  in  a separate  article.  Swedesburg  is  plcas- 
^ antly  situated  on  a bank  of  the  Schuylkill  ad- 
> joining  the  eastern  line  of  Bridgeport.  It 
\ contains  about  sixty  houses,  chiefiy  small  two 
5 story  frame,  a church,  school  bouse,  one  or  two 


UPPER  MEIlIoX. 


Townsend  has  an  extensive  factory,  altered  ( The  first  post  ofiico  iu  tlie  township  was  icoa- 
frorn  3 grist  mill,  which  formerly  belongi:d  to  i ted  here,  which  was  bef'i'c  ] b'27,  aid  two 
David  Drookf.  Matiunk  is  the  name  of  a ; years  after  its  name  was  changed  to  its  ia\  - nt 

villii'»e  that  has  chictly  grown  up  witliiu  the  i;  one  of  Gulf  ediils.  Gulf  Creek  is  h.  ve  c a s- -.d 

last  twelve  years,  auJ  is  siiuated  on  a small  t venerahlc  stone  bridge.  The  Gu  f Util 

stream  of  the  same  name,  near  tiie  Schuylkill,  > ihes  immediatidy  on  the  senth  sii'e  e!  the 

and  about  a mile  below  Swctleshurg.  It  can-  ' creek  quite  steep  and  hs  wooded  to  tito  f p. 

tains  nineteen  dwelling  houses,  several  cf  , About  a quarter  of  a iiiile  above  the  ••  Lira,'’ 
which  are  splendid  residences,  surrouiided  with  on  the  creek,  George  M'Farlanil  has  a large 
fine  shady  lawns  and  gardens,  and  enclosed  , titreo  story  faotevy,  for  spinning  wool  oa  te  d- 
with  iron  railing  Abr.abam  ,‘^upplee  has  ht  re  i ton  and  wcavhig  .im  t.ii.  There  are  i;cre  icur 
a manufactory  of  K-".itueky  jean,  enipioj  ing  houses.  At  Samlrme.Li's  nravhic  mil!,  r r.  v;  u-:- 
sorae  twenty-five  baud'.  The  exteusive  work.s  ' ly  meidioned,  there  are  same  six  houses.  Near 
of  the  “Sweihe  Iron  O' m;a!tiy”  are  also  here.  ^ the  intei  st  ciinn  of  the  Oulf  and  Matsci.  Jh.t.I 
and  comprise  two  large  funiaces,  a railroad  . road  there  are  f.iur  or  five  houses,  ii  grist  n.i'.'., 
leading  from  tlie  mines  to  tiie  river,  nearly  a ^ saw  UiTl  and  school  lunse.  Tlic'  t is  iicre, 
mile  iu  length,  numerous  out  baiMings,  and  'i  also,  a one  sroi'v’  stone  inectiiig  house,  telen.g- 
about  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  which  there  is  tiu  ; iiig  to  the  Christtau  Bapti-ts,  or  “ ri  tutr.'  r- 
abundauce  of  iron  ore  and  limc.stoae  of  the  ' ites,”  bci'.t  in  IcdT.  The  Matson  F'Ud  IB'si.l 
best  quality.  Tue  total  cost  to  the  company  is  ■;  pass'es  fioni  LVlawat  e c umy.  by  (ids  ; b.ce, 
said  to  be  over  two  bun  Ired  thousam.l  dolhv:'.  \ to  Co:;.' ineio  ci.c:.,  i'.nd  i.'.rin.s  the  bound.-. vy  l,-‘- 
These  works  have  n t been  iu  operafiou  for  ^ tween  Uys^*'  '-'"'-I  Lower  Mt-iion  The 
some  time.  The  firm  cf  Pott.s  &;  Jo”."s,  of  1 mill  hist  mentiotic  .1  is  about  a mile  ‘r-  m the 
Philadelphia,  are  said  to  be  the  piincii'al  i;  '■  Bird,”  .and  .U.-i mbs  in  a r*  nmutic  .Ato. ; ? ion,  ;.t 
stockholder.-'.  The  land  in  tlie  vicinity  of  h!it-  j the  west  si  .'e  of  the  Gutf  B-oi  .1,  .a: -1  to  '..c 
suuk  is  of  superior  oyuality  ami  among  the  best  ; iiu;iqmii-y  is  an  oi-js-ci  of  interest.  It  i.'  now 
iu  the  county.  King  of  Prussia  is  sit'a  .ted  owm-d  by  It  hoc. -a  Tiioma.s,  and  was  Iniiit  in 
Bear  the  centre  of  the  t-:wnship,  at  the  inter-  S 17-L7,  aaj  is  kimwa  as  tim  --O  d Gulf  .'i'.'.V’ 
section  of  the  Gulf  and  State  roads.  Tiiis  ^ Thi.s  is  pi-'-.hal.dy  the  o;de-t  null  no-tv  .■=l-j;,--i:-.g 
name  was  derived  from  an  inn  hero  m.jre  ti.au  , in  r.Ioiitaoniery  c.  ui  tv,  an  l txcci  tii.c  s..i-je 
a century  ago.  It  contains  a public  hou.se,  ' of  its  machinery,  it  is  bedieved  to  hava  tr.i  lir- 
store,  post  office,  bhicksnrith  shop,  wheelwright  gone  no  altei-atiou  sines  its  erection.  It  is 
shop  and  seven  b'OU=es.  Five  roads  centre  ^ hnilt  of  s’one  and  may  yet  with  care  stand  for 

cetit'jiies.  It  w.as,  no  doubt,  in  its  day.  c -n- 
siileved  a great  affair.  Ott  V/ni.  Scull’s  map  of 
1770,  the  “Gulf  Forge”  is  marked  as  being  :u 
in  183-5.  The  township  elections  are  hell  here,  > tins  vicinity.  An  acc'-iunt  of  the  village  of 


here,  one  of  which  was  turnpiked,  in  IbOd,  to 
Bridgeport,  a di.stauce  of  three  miles.  There 
is  a stone  bridge  here,  over  Eiiioti’s  Run,  buiit 


which,  on  the  formation  -of  tlie  county,  in  17S5,  ' 
were  held  at  the  Court  il-ruse,  iu  Norristown,  / 
but  which,  we  believe,  since  taken  trow  there,  i 
Lave  been  continued  at  this  place.  iViilun  a ' 
few  years  a library  b-:;s  been  sni-tcJ,  of  which  \ 

C.  J.  Elliott  is  librarian.  Tiie  Chester  Valiev-  i 

-1 

railroad  passes  to  the  south  ot  this  viiiage,  / 
about  a hu-adred  yards.  Th-ere  is  fertile  l-itnl  i 
in  this  vicinity.  About  a wile  soutli  of  this,  j 
at  the  head  of  Elliott’s  Piun,  .'lu-I  near  the  Cia-;-  s 
ter  county  line,  is  the  Cr'jton  fictory  and  a J 
8(vw-mlll,  bi-loaging  to  iVilliam  fl-tglies.  \ 

Bird-in- Hand  is  situate-i  on  tiie  Gulf  read,  ' 
where  it  crosses  Gulf  Creek.  It  cont.iins  seven  • 
houses,  one  store, -ind  bl  ick.'mith  and  wheC- 
wright  sh.'/p.  Hers  w.is  fot-mevly  ;vt-..v..in,  t!ic 
si-gu  uf  which  U.13  g-.vea  a name  to  the  ph'Oe.  I. 


Valley  Fot-ge  will  be  oruitted.  at  this  place  for  tv’ 
separate  articic. 

Tliero  rtmain  several  objects  of  inttrest  yet 
un, Escribed  in  this  township,  which  ate  wonl; 
a vi.sit  from  tlie  lovets  of  the  curious.  As  we 
have  spoken  of  the  name  of  Gulf  being  arpi’.ed 
to  a road,  a creek,  a hill,  .a  miil,  and  a j-.  = t 
cfiice,  it  13  pet-hap.s  time  that  we  enlightr.n-t  I 
tlie  rea.Ar  wh,-.t  tills  worJ  “ Guif’  imj  ile:;,  or 
ruber  h.-iw  it  originated  an-I  why  implied. 
IVhat  is  under.stood  to  be  theGulf  is  where  the 
Gulf  Creek  passe.s  tlirotigh  the  Gulf  Hiil,  an-.i 
for  the  piirricse  of  a pas-ag.-.'  has  cleft  it  to  ii.-i 
base.  T.'ic  s'ream  am!  the  road  i.y  its  si  i: 
wii...i  :h;i  ugi;  it  s -i.iesvli.u.  in  the  sh.apc  ^f  ar, 
yi,  au  I ;it  tU-;  narre  ,r-cst  ; .ai  t (here  is  juu. 
enougli  fur  both,  the  'WLolc  wi-Ith  not  bcAj 
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more  than  fortj  feet.  The  hi!ls  on  either  siiie 
are  pretty  steep,  and  are  covered  v.ith  rocks, 
bushes  and  trees  to  their  summits.  The  hill  on 
the  north  side  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fee-thigh,  and  on  the  west  side  not  (uiite  that 
elevation.  Near  the  old  Gulf  Mill,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  t-ntrance,  a rock  juts  out  at 
the  road  side  to  an  elevation  of  aliout  fifteen 
feet,  which  Las  slieltered  people  from  the  rain. 
As  this  hill  runs  a cousiderable  distance  we.st 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  as  the  road  through  it 
is  perfectly  level,  it  will  at  once  appear  obvious 
that  from  the  earliest  nerio-l  of  the  settlement 
above  this  passage  was  a great  advantage  in 
passing  to  and  from  the  city.  Hence  its  name 
is  mentioned  from  an  early  date.  To  be  in 
such  a place  in  the  dreary  liour  of  midnight, 
with  the  roar  of  the  troubled  waters  among 
the  rocks,  and  the  gloom  of  the  wood-covcre-1 
gorge,  is  enough  to  arouse  in  tlie  solitary  trav- 
eler feelings  of  an  unusual  kind. 

From  Bridgeport  to  Yalloy  Forge  is  sis 
miles,  aud  few  walks  in  Peircsylvania  are  more 
interesting  than  that  along  the  tow-p.ath  by 
the  river  for  this  distance.  The  towns,  vil- 
lages, manufactories  aud  scenery  on  each  side, 
at  every  turn  of  the  river,  present  something 
new  and  beautiful,  which,  were  we  to  describe 
at  length,  would  occupy  too  much  of  onr  space. 
About  a mile  above  Bridgeport,  by  the  tow- 
path,  and  not  seven  feet  irom  the  edge  of  the 
river,  stands  a noble  beach  tree,  over  eight  feet 
in  circumference  and  very  high.  It  is  still 
quite  thrifty  and  shows  no  signs  of  decay. 
Vfe  observed  quite  a number  of  initials  of 
names  cut  on  its  bark.  It  stooil  here,  no 
doubt,  some  time  before  the  white  man  sfttle.l 
in  the  vicinity,  and  is,  very  probably,  tiie 
largest  of  the  kind  in  Montgomery  county. 
If  this  tree  couM  speak  what  a history  it  might 
unfold!  A quarter  of  a mile  below  the  c.atlish 
dam,  and  three  miles  above  Bridgeport,  from 
the  tow-path,  is  presented  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  land-capes  we  remember  seeing  most 
any  where.  It  is  w-orth,  as  Thomas  .Tetferson 
has  said,  a voyage  across  the  Atlantic  to  see 
the  scenery  of  the  rotom-acat  Harper’s  Ferry  : 
then  we  say  it  is,  at  least,  worth  traveling 
from  Norristown,  on  any  fine  d ty,  to  this  s;nU, 
to  view  the  scenery  of  the  Schuylkill  Valley. 
In  standing  at  a certain  point  here  and  looking 
up  the  stream,  the  fails  ';f  the  Catfi.-li  dam  are 
seen  esten  ling  ncrots  the  .Schaylkill.  un:l 
about  three  f-.urths  of  a ruilo  beyond  is  scon, 


nestled  in  the  hills,  a portion  of  Port  Kennedy, 
with  its  bridge  ; and  still  beyond,  and  for  tha 
back  ground,  in  the  centre,  aud  as  if  springing 
from  the  river,  tiro  picturesiiue  and  fine  wood- 
ed hill-tops  of  Vallcj’  Forge,  four  miles  otf — 
the  whole  forming  such  a combioatiou  of  ob- 
jects, so  advantageously  connected,  as  are  sel- 
dom found  iu  .any  one  vlev/.  At  the  dam 
aforesaid,  are  two  locks,  placed  side  by  side, 
which  arc  called  the  Cattish  lucks.  These, 
as  well  as  the  dam,  were  built  by  the  Navi- 
gation Company. 

Upper  Merion  cent. ains  four  ch  tirches,  which, 
with  one  exception,  have  been  built  within  a 
recent  time.  The  one  to  which  we  allude  is 
Christ  Church,  at  Swedesburg.  aud  of  which 
we  have  given  a descriptiou  iu  our  article  oo 
the  Stvedcs.  It  was  originally  built  iu  17CO 
an  1 enbtrged  in  1837.  Some  of  tne  tomb- 
stones go  back  to  17-1-1—5  aud  8,  s’nowing  tha.t 
a grave  yard  was  here  some  time  before  tlie 
erection  of  a cliurch.  A great  many  are  bu- 
rled here,  and  in  looking  over  the  stones  the 
following  are  found  to  be  the  most  common 
names:  BroaJes,  Brooke,  Holstein,  Gartley, 
Supplee,  Novioch,  Custer,  Piam-sey,  Thomas, 
Amies,  Jones,  Clay.  Hughes,  Munson,  Lear- 
i.ard,  Pastorious,  Dehaven,  Pvambo,  Engle, 
Coats,  iloborts,  Famous  and  Ileuderson. — 
Though  the  form  of  worship  is  Episcopalian, 
yet  this  ohnich  is  not  attached  to  the  diocess, 
this  right  being  reserved  by  its  members.  Of 
all  the  Swedi.-ih  Lutheran  churches  iu  Penu- 
sylv.uiia,  it  i.s  said  this  is  now  the  only  one  not 
merged  in  the  Episcopal  diocess.  Its  present 
P'lstor  is  the  Rev.  William  Henry  lleos. 

In  regard  to  the.  early  history  of  Upper 
-Meriou,  we  know,  from  Thomas  Holmes’  map 
of  origuial  surveys,  commenced  in  1GS2  and 
completed  before  lGO-5,  that  the  upper  half  of 
the  township  was  included  in  Letitia  Pena’s 
manor  of  Mount  Joy,  the  middle  portion  to 
U ilham  Penn,  jr,,  au-I  the  lower  part  adjoining 
Lower  Meriori,  to  John  Pecnington  and  com- 
pany. The  remaining  portion  of  the  manor  of 
Mount  .loy  1-iv  in  the  adjoining  tiwnship  of 
Tredyll'iln,  in  Chester  county,  and  included  in 
all  seven  thousan-l  eight  hundred  acres.  The 
land  bcbinging  to  John  Pennlngton-find  com- 
pany no  do.iht  was  a part  of  the  Welsh  tract, 
wliioli  we  know  estim-ieil  through  a part  of  tlie 
town-bin,  an  1 extended  into  Chester  county, 
c '’uprisdi.:  in  rhe  whole,  forty  tbou-and 
acres,  na-i  of  which  we  have  already  made 
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mention  in  the  !i;>lory  of  Lower  Aieron.  It 
WI19  cbietly  tliroiigli  this  Inst  prent  purchnse 
that  the  origimil  seUlers  were  \Velsli,  nnd  wlio 
gnro  it  tlie  name  of  Mellon,  after  the  shire 
from  whence  they  came.  The  Swedes  came 
into  the  township  about  1712,  and  settled  on  a 
large  tract  wliioh  they  purchased  from  the 
IVelsh.  The  liaines  of  tlieso  settlers  were  Mats 
Holstein,  Gunner  Ramtio,  Peter  li  inibo,  Peter 
Yocura  and  Jol'.n  Matson,  who  each  took  up 
from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousati  ] acres  of 
laud,  which  lay  from  the  present  borough  of 
Bridgeport  down  to  the  Lower  Merion  line,  and 
back  about  two  miles  from  the  river.  This 
tract,  for  fertility,  is  almost  unequalled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  still  chiefiy  in  the  hands 
of  their  descendants  .and  comprises  nearlj’  one 
third  of  the  present  area  of  the  townsiiip.  On 
this  tract  the  names  of  Swedes’  Ford,  Swedes’ 
Church,  Swedesbiirg,  Swedehaml  and  Matson’s 
Ford  sufficiently  indicate  the  presence  of  these 
settlers.  As  a [iretiy  full  account  of  the 
Swedes  has  alree.dy  been  given,  further  uifor- 
luation  is  deemed  unneoe'SHry.  A road  was 
laid  out  from  WhitelanJ,  in  Chester  county,  in 
172d.  to  the  Swedes'  Ford  by  way  of  the  present 
King  of  Prussia,  thus  s!i  jwing  that  the  travel 
nt  this  early  period  must  have  been  considera- 
ble in  this  direction.  The  foUnwinr  is  .a  list 
of  settlers  living  in  Ppper  .Morion  in  17dl, 
being  thirty-two  in  number,  copied  from  the 
list  prepared  for  Tliomas  Penti.  It  will  be 
observed  that  about  one  half  are  Welsh  ; Ma- 
thias Holstein,  Hugh  Hughs,  Morris  Edwards, 
Owen  Thomas,  Giittiui  Phiilip.s,  John  .Moor, 
Owen  Jones,  ihoiii.is  .1  mikin,  .1  i.hn  Da-  id,  Al- 
exander Henderson,  .Mounce  Uamhti,  .lolin 
Rambo,  Gabriel  Piambo,  Elias  Hambo,  Peter 
Yocum,  Andrew  Supplee,  Ilngli  IVilliams,  Len- 
jamin  Davis,  .John  .Sturges,  ,..ic  Rees,  itich- 
ard  Bevan,  Divid  Janies,  William  Rees,  Ed- 
ward Puob"rts,  Mathew  Boberts,  Wm.  George, 
Thomas  R,ees,  Harry  Griffith,  Hannah  Jones, 
Griffith  Rees,  David  Lewis  and  John  Keen. 

Hugh  Hughs,  we  know,  settled  here  some 
lime  before  172J.  K iwarii  IDiheits  w.as  com- 
missioned one  of  tin-  justices  rf  the  Philadel- 
phia County  Courts  in  17’Ji).  an  l was  continued 
in  the  same,  in  li41.  Rich  ird  Bevan.  in  the 
aforesaid  list,  n.ivertlse.s  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Gar.ette,  of  July  24th,  17ol,  that  he  has  fur 
sale,  “near  the  Gulf  Mill,  a likily  noprc-iuan, 
about  thirty  years  of  ige,  tit  for  town  or  e.oun- 
tvy  l.'isiiiess.  Ai?o  a ncgru-g'.rl,  about  fifteen 


ye.'irs  of  .age.”  No  dcubt,  before  the  Revolu* 
tion,  there  was  a considerable  number  of  slaves 
in  the  country.  Even  the  census  of  1700,  it 
should  be  remetiibered,  gives  to  Montgomery 
county  one  hundred  and  fourteen  slaves,  whicn, 
in  IS.jO,  h id  decreased  to  one  solitary  slave. 

The  Revolutionary  history  of  this  township 
is  not  without  interest,  for  nearly  all  the  lead- 
ing events  connected  with  the  encampment  at 
Malley  Forge  happened  within  its  limits.  This 
will  be  hereafter  given  in  a separa'e  article. 
But  a few  days  after  the  defeat  of  Washington 
at  Bran.lywine,  he  retired  to  Germantown, 
where  he  allowed  liis  army  one  day  for  rest  and 
refreshment ; he  then  re-crossed  the  Schuyl- 
kill, September  loth,  1777,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  enemy  battle  upon  the  field  of  his 
late  defeat,  if  his  camp  yet  remained  Ihere. 
Monseur  Der  Cou dray,  a French  officer,  who 
had  been  conimissioned  a Major  General  on  the 
11th  of  .Vngust,  set  otf  with  a party  of  French 
gentlemen  to  overtake  Washington.  As  he  rode 
a young  and  spirited  ii-.are.  which  was  placed 
in  a tl  it-boLtomed  boat  for  the  p-urpose  of  being 
transported  across  the  river,  scarcely  had 
they  started,  when  she  backed  to  the  extreme 
end  of  the  boat  and  then  into  the  river,  with 
her  rider  on  her  back,  and  during  the  struggle 
b'.th  were  drewne'L  Congress,  on  hear  ng  of  this 
occurrence  the  ne.xl  day,  ordered  his  corpse  to 
be  interred  at  the  e.xpense  of  the  Unitcil  State.s, 
and  with  the  honors  of  war.  IIis  death  hap- 
pened in  the  vicinity  of  Matson’s  Ford,  on  the 
Uilh  of  September.  In  November  following, 
Lieutenant  (I’ulone!  Lacey  marched  with  a force 
cf  some  three  or  lour  hundred  men  under  his 
command  from  the  eucanipm'-nt  of  the  .imeri- 
cm  army  at  Whitemarsh,  to  join  General  Pot- 
ter’s brigade  on  the  west  side  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill. A position  was  taken  by  the  united  forces 
near  the  Gulf  .Mills  on  the  main  road  leading 
to  Philadelphia.  The  British  having  received 
information  of  this  left  the  city  about  midnight, 
and  arrived  liere  early  in  the  morning,  when  ft 
.severe  attack  was  made.  At  the  first  fire  two 
of  Potter's  rtgiments  fled,  but  a portion  under 
Lacey  stood  tlieir  gmuml  until  they  were  com- 
pletely outnumbere  i,  wlien  they  fell  hack  to  the 
brow  (if  the  hill  where  General  Potter  had  sta- 
tioned his  sem-ml  line.  Here  another  struggle 
ensued,  when  the  .Vmericans  again  fell  b.ick 
and  began  to  retreat.  General  Potter  an J Col- 
. o'ii',1  Lacey  used  every  eti'.irt  to  rally  them,  hut 
iu  vai.i.  rfeou  a general  consteruaiioii  rt'C* 
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vaiicJ,  which  rcsuUcil  in  a ronte.  b’o  rnfcd  ! 
was  the  retreat  that  the  British  were  soun  all  ; 
left  behind  hat  two  dragoons,  who  followed  at 
full  speed.  After  a chase  of  some  distance,  , 
the  Americans  were  sati'lioil  that  the  British  : 
army  was  no  longer  in  pursuit,  and  probably 
thinking  it  too  great  disgrace  for  several  regi-  : 
ments  to  be  fleeing  before  two  single  horsemen,  ^ 
Colonel  Lacey  ordered  the  :neu  to  turn  around  I' 
and  fire,  which  was  i.-tetanfly  done,  anu  both  ; 
horses  and  riders  fidl  to  the  ground,  pierced  by  ] 
a hundred  balls.  Somewhat  to  the  credit  of  the 
Americans  engaged  in  Ibis  afl’air,  it  has  been 
supposed  that  the  horses  of  these  dragoons  be-  ' 
came  unmanageable,  and  thus  forced  their  rl-  ‘ 
ders,  however  much  against  their  will,  to  e.xhi- 
bit  a courage  from  which,  could  the}’  have  i 
avoided  it,  they  would  have  gladly  escaped.  , 
The  loss  of  the  A'c-er;;r.ns  was  one  otDcct  ami  ' 
seveutecn  men.  General  Potter  now  Uiarslie-a 
to  Swedes’  Ford,  where,  about  the  middle  of 
December,  he  joined  the  niaiu  army  under 
Washington,  who  were  on  the  way  to  go  into 
winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge.  At  this  place 
a court-martial  was  held  by  order  of  General  ! 
Potter  to  try  such  men  as  threw  away  their  •! 
arms  and  equipments  for  the  purpose  of  faciii-  ■; 
tating  their  escap.-  iu  the  late  attack.  A num-  ^ 
ber  were  sentenced  to  be  publicly  wliipped, 
which  sentence  was  carried  into  efl'ect,  and 
produced  not  a litsie  excitement  in  the  camp-. 
Although  Upper  Merlon  lay  at  some  distance 
from  Philadelphia  yet  its  ciiizeus  suffered  con- 
siderable from  the  marauding  expeditions  of 
the  British  army.  The  assessor  appointed  to 
rate  the  damages  committed  by  t'uem  placed 
them  at  £1517. 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  Roberts  was  a native  and- 
resident  of  this  town-hip,  and  died  in  July. 
1854,  at  the  advanced  age  of  83  years;  and, 
at  his  request,  was  buried  on  a part  of  hi.s 
place  called  “ .Bed  LI. 11,”  where  he  had  appro- 
priated two  acres  of  land  for  the  poor  o?  the 
neighborhood  to  bury  their  dc-a-d  free  of  charge. 
Mr.  Robert,s  was  elected  a member  of  Congress 


BKIDGJvrortT. 

The  borough  of  Bridgeport  is  of  rccont  ori- 
gin, having  been  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
.\ssembly  passed  the  117th  of  February,  LSol. 
Its  area  is  four  Ituudred  and  sixty  acre.-.,  .and 
was  wholly  taken  from  the  town.^-hip  of  Upper 
.Merlon,  in  whirdi  it  had  been  previously  situa- 
ted. Ill  its  form  it  is  quite  irregular,  having 
soiiiewliat  tlio  shape  of  a scalene  triangle.  It 
is  liounded  on  the  north  and  north-east  by  the 
Schuylkill,  ami  on  the  south  and  west  by  Up- 
; pet  Meriun.  Few  towns  liave  a more  beauti- 
! (ill  and  advantageous  situation.  It  is  er'l'o'  -'ite 
; Xorristov.D,  and  the  land  rise.s  gradually  frui.u 
the  river.  The  borough  extends  on  the  Schuyl- 
1 kill  from  the  dam  down  to  the  out-let  lock,  .a 
I distance  of  a miie.  DeKalb  street,  whicn  was 
' laid  out  in  1830,  as  the  State  road,  e.xtecd3 
i;  across  the  bridge  from  Xorristown,  and  is 
piked.  Ford  street  extends  from  DcEalb  street 
to  the  Swedes’  Ford  bridge.  The  nearest  street 
running  parallel  with  the  river,  is  called  Front 
street;  next  is  Second,  and  so  on  to  Tenth 
street,  which  forms  the  south-westem  bounda- 
ry of  the  borough.  DeKalb  and  Front  are  the 
principal  streets  and  contain  a number  of  ele- 
gant brick  houses,  several  of  which  are  occu- 
pied by  persons  of  wealth  and  who  have  retired 
from  business.  According  to  the  census  of 
1850,  Bridgeport  contained  3vo  hundred  and 
1 seventy-two  iuhabit.ants,  and  in  1S5-*!',  two 
liuudred  and  forty-seven  laxables.  At  this 
■;  time  the  population  is  probably  about  thirteen 
I hundred. 

) That  Biidgeport  is  no  inconsiderable  busi- 
\ ness  place  is  suSiciently  proven  from  tbe  num- 
\ ber  of  stores  ami  manufactories  within  its 

> limits.  In  May,  1858,  it  contained  three  inns, 
s one  grocery,  two  merchandise,  one  drug,  one 
' shoe,  one  clothing,  one  clock,  one  variety  and 

> one  confectionary  store.  There  is  a large 
; colti'u  factO'y  belonging  to  J.ilin  Ogden,  who 


in  1811,  and  in  February,  1814,  was  chosen  a > employs  about  btty  Lands  iu  spinning  and 
member  of  the  Uniter  St.ates  Senate,  which  , weaving,  \\hite  and  Brothers  have  a.  large 
office  he  held  till  18'dl.  ;;  straw-hat  and  bonnet  factory,  and  employ 

^ nearly  one  hundred  hands.  Body  and  Jaoola 
^ have  a woolen  factiiry  for  sattinetts  ; Raysor 
^ and  Templeton,  a steam  sash  and  door  factory 
wind  planing  mill:  M.  Potts  and  Co.  carry  ou 
I the  manufacture  of  agi-icultural  impletn.’uis, 
' and  II.  !v  ■'^t.ihl  has  ati  c.-uenstve  coach  ax:! 
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Cf\rrift2;c  mnnufiictory.  Besides  tliese  there  are 
two  flour  mills,  two  lumber  yards,  two  coal 
yards  and  one  brick  yard. 

According  to  the  triennial  assessment  of 
18-50  the  real  estate  is  valued  at  one  liundred 
and  ninety-seven  tiions.and  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen  dollars,  and  the  horse.s  and  cattle 
at  two  thausaiiil  four  liundred  and  ninety-two 
dollars.  The  public  school  house  was  built  in 
1850,  and  is  a large  two  story  brick  building 
■with  ft  cupola,  on  DeEalb  street.  Bor  the 
school  year  ending  with  .June  1st,  1857,  three 
schools  were  kept  in  it,  taught  by  one  male  and 
two  female  teachers,  Mr.  Iluckins  b<  ing  (he 
principal.  These  were  open  five  months,  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-three  scholars  attend- 
ed, and  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
ilollars  were  levied  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  same.  The  B-iptist  chinch  is  tlie  only 
house  of  worship  in  Bridgeport,  and  was  built 
in  1849.  It  is  a one  story  stone  building  with 
ft  basement.  The  Rev.  C.  J.  Thompson  is  the 
present  pa.stor.  The  Methodists,  on  Sundays, 
hold  worship  in  the  basement  of  the  pisblk 
«chool-house.  A library  company  was  organ- 
ized in  May  1858,  and  near  the  close  of  the 
year  contained  two  hundre-l  and  fifty  volumes. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Holstein  being  librarian.  The  post 
office  was  established  some  time  before  1855. 
That  Bridgeport  has  rapidly  increased  within 
a recent  time  is  sufficiently  attested  by  an 
enumeration  made  in  1-532,  when  it  contiinej 
but  one  inn,  n store,  a mill  and  eight  houses. 

The  various  public  improvements  that  either 
ptiss  through  or  begin  here  contribute  much 
to  the  prosperity  an-I  husino.ss  advant  iges  of 
the  place,  .dmong  the  first  constructed  was 
the  Schuylkill  navigatiou  and  canal.  This 
great  work  is  one  hundred  ai;d  eight  miles  in 
length,  beginning  at  the  Fairmount  dam  and 
esteuding  to  Port  Carbon  above  Potr-ivdle.  It 
was  Commenced  in  i-5IG  and  finished  in  l^s2i 
for  the  passage  of  boats  of  si.xty  tuns  burden. 
To  this  place  it  was  sufficiently  completed  in 
1818  to  admit  the  descent  of  a few  boats. 
The  whole  line,  in  IS-b'.  was  enlarged,  and 
boats  of  one  hundred  and  eigliiy->is:  ti  us  now 
pass  and  repa.ss.  M'hen  the  navigation  cim;--i- 
ny  li-i-l  ma-le  tiie  dani  i-.f-re  in  l.’31b--li-,  it  v.  .a  . 
their  inteutiun  t,o  nnke  tire  canal  nii  the  e.a.st 
sole  of  the  iiv-‘r,  tl.r  -ugh  Nm  i-i-^t  r,vn. 
niii-g  ;it  or  nciirih.'  pre-.-ent  Ford  hriuee 

t-i  (h-;  l ira.  Rut  as  t'je  ).i-fip’e  of  Xn-r:  i.-Jow  a 
w-ec  almost  u.a'iuim-ius'y-  n’ipas,_.,i  i,,  ,.,uv  Mich 


measure,  they  were  induced,  through  th«  lib- 
eral otfers  of  Elisha  Evans,  the  owner  of  the 
land  on  the  Bridgeport  side,  to  locate  it  there. 
No  doubt,  at  that  early  day,  and  when  there 
was  but  two  houses  here  Mr.  Evans  foresaw 
the  advantages  that  would  arise  in  iho  future 
from  such  an  arrangement. 

Tlie  bridge  over  Schuylkill,  on  DeKalb  street, 
ia  eight  hundred  feet  long,  au-1  with  the  abut- 
ments one  thousand  and  fifty  fei  t.  It  rests  an 
three  stone  piers,  and  cost  thirty-one  thou-and 
two  hundred  dollars.  Of  this  amount  the 
county  Kub-icribed  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  state  six  thousand  dollars.  It  was  erected 
by  a joint  stock  company,  chartered  the  sixth 
of  .April,  1830.  It  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 

1829,  and  by  September  of  this  year  it  was  so 
far  completed  that  foot  passengers  could  cross 
on  it.  It  was  finished  in  1830.  For  a number 
of  years  before  iha  erection  of  this  bridge 
efforts  were  made  at  different  times  to  have 
one  elected  here,  but  always  fell  through  for 
the  want  of  sufficient  capital.  Even  the  Leg- 
isl-jture  chartered  a company  for  this  purpose 
as  early  as  1815.  The  Swedes’  Ford  bridge 
company  was  incorporated  the  30th  of  .March, 
1818.  but  llie  bridge  was  not  built  till  1851. 
The  Che.ster  Valley  railroad  crosses  it  and 
forms  a connection  with  the  I’hiladelphia  and 
Norristown  railroad.  This  bridge  is  about 
half  a mile  below  the  Norristown  bridge. 

No  sooner  was  the  bridge  built  than  efforts 
were  made  to  have  a State  road  laid  out  from 
New  Eojs!,  on  the  Delaware,  by  way  of  this 
place  and  IVest  Chester  to  the  Maryland  litw. 
To  authorize  this  the  Assembly  passed  <an  act 
at  the  same  time  the  bridge  was  chartered. 
Ill's  road  was  laid  out  the  29th  of  December, 

1830,  and  passes  through  Montgomery  county 
a di, stance  of  sixteen  miles.  The  court,  on  the 
ITtb  of  August,  1831,  directed  it  to  be  opened 
and  cleared  to  the  brcadiii  of  forty  feet.  It 
has  since  generally  gone  by  tbe  name  of  the 
State  road.  From  this  borough  to  the  King  of 
Prussia,  a -distance  of  three  miles,  this  road 
was  turnpiked  a few  years  ago. 

The  U-e.ulipg  raiiro  id  company  was  chartered 
■Vpri’  -Ith,  1833,  and  the  nox'  year  tl-.e  larger 
purti.in  of  the  road  wins  put  utuKr  contract. 
Ou  the  'Jill  uf  Decembtr,  1839,  tlie  fir.-^t  loco- 
motive au-1  train  of  curs  pissed  over  it  to 
Reading.  Ii  was  not  Opeiieii  to  i’ottsviilc  till 
•■'Illy  io  1SI2  ivlien  the  event  wiu  ceUbr'.te  i 
with  midt.iry  di-play  a nd  an  iraniPii-r  proco->si(m 
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I of  f>flventy-fivo  passenger  cars,  one  thousnud  two 
f liutuli-fd  iiiui  rii'ty-tive  I'eet  iii  length,  coi'.tniniiig  ; 
t two  Ihousiiud  one  hundiiea  ami  fifty  persons, 

^ three  bmuls  of  music,  with  one  hiinJred  timi 
f eighty  tons  of  c.otil,  part  of  which  was  hiined 
the  s.i'.nc  niorning,  i'our  hundred  and  twelve 
l"  feet  lielow  the  water  level,  in  Angu-t,  IS')?, 

' ■■ 'd'.T  ■ i.'rK’ini'  KCtU’  tie  railroad,  in  '>eKa!h 

j • ■ o 

! tiroPi,  wc  coiiiited  n train  of  ninety- five  cars 
i pissing  with  coal,  drawn  by  a single  locomo- 
I live.  The  depot  end  station  is  tt  coin inodioiis 
1 edifice,  well  calculated  for  the  business  and 
1 travel  of  tlie  place.  Near  by  the  railroad  conipa- 
I cy  haveahso  a building  and  reservoir,  to  supjdy 
I the  locomotives  with  water  while  stop.ping, 

j which  is  elevated  by  means  of  water  power 

j fnrni.shod  at  the  spring.  The  Chc.ster  'Valley 
I railroad  at  this  place  connects  both  with  the 
I Reading  and  Norristown  railroads,  and  extends 
! to  l>owningtown,  where  a connection  is  also 
liir.de  witli  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  It  is 
Iwenty-oiic  miles  long.  The  first  train  of  ears 
jmsseil  over  this  road  on  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, 18-33. 

Although  Bridgeport  is  of  recent  origin,  ns 
lias  been  already  stated,  yet  its  history  extends 
back  to  an  early  period.  Swedes’  Ford  is 
within  its  limits,  and  nroutid  which  cluster 
both  colonial  and  revolutionary  reminiscences. 
The  history  of  the  latter,  we  might  al.l,  ter- 
rniiiutes  where  the  other  begin.s.  .Vtauit  ilic 
. year  1712  Mats  Holstein,  with  his  wife  JSrila, 

I moved  into  this  neighborhood  from  the  county 

I below,  accompanied  'ey  several  other  Swedish 

t.  families.  He  purchased,  from  a Welshman, 

I one  thousand  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he 

j settled  and  built  a stone  house  in  171 1,  about 

I one  aiui  u half  miles  from  this  borough.  This 

tract  had  a front  on  the  river  of  about  a mile, 

I and  extended  back  iuto  the  country  some  two 

I miles,  iucludiug  all  the  present  tenitory  of 

I Bridgeport,  which  comprises  less  than  half 

! that.  area.  The  name  of  Swedes’  Ford  must 

I have  becu  applied  to  this  place  before  172-3. 

For  we  know  in  November  of  this  year  a[ipli- 
, calion  was  inmle  to  the  Governor  and  Council 

i to  have  a road  laid  out  from  Whiteland,  in 

Vhester  county,  to  this  ford,  which,  in  the 
spring  of  the  following  year,  was  confirmed, 
fiu  1 oidered  to  “he  with  all  convenient  speed 
opened,  cleared  and  made  gooil.”  A pjortion 
of  the  old  Swedes'  Ford  taveru,  now  owned  by 
Col.  Bush,  was  supposed,  by  the  late  .Mathias 
Holsltdn,  to  have  becu  built  before  173o.  Ho 


at  one  time  kept  it  as  a public  house,  and 
built  ail  addition  to  it.  Near  by  stood  the 
••  twin  [lines,’’  so  called  from  the  lact  of  their 
growing  from  one  hntt  and  sei-iir  iting  about 
four  feet  tnnn  the  ground  and  thence  grovHug 
in  clo.se  proximity  to  a ve'ry  great  height,  ami 
serving  us  a lanO-maik  to  the  country  around. 
These  trees  wcie  a remnant  of  the  ancient 
forest,  and  on  ihi.s  .account  were  jirescrved  from 
violence  and  regaided  with  inuresl.  One  of 
. them  was  blown  down  during  the  prevalenoe 
; of  a violent  storm  on  Easter  Sunday,  1S22. 
The  other  continued  to  lluui  ish  lit!  about  184H, 
when  it  began  to  show  symptom.s  of  decay,  and 
by  1847  had  so  far  yo'acif  aw  ay  iu  stalely  grand- 
eur, that  as  a matter  of  [uudence  it  was  cut 
down.  It  mea.vureJ  over  two  feci  in  diameter. 
Sherman  Bay,  the  distingul.-heJ  author  of  llic 
Historical  Collections  of  Feniis}  Ivania,  and 
: who  was  here  iu  18-11,  thus  speaks  of  il  : “A 

tall  and  solitary  pine,  a rc-ir.ntin l of  llie  ancient 
forest,  still  stands  ViCside  it,  (the  cd;i  Swedes’ 
l^ord  tavern,)  like  some  faithful  old  sei.iinel  ; 
some  years  sitice  it  had  a com[iauiun,  and  the 
two  formed  a beautiful  head.” 

The  btitllc  of  Br.-indywiue  was  fought  Sep>- 
temtwi  the  11th,  1 777.  At  twelve  o’clock  that 
night  IVtish.inglou  wrote  ttde.-paich  to  Coitgress 
from  .l.'hester,  in  which  he  s.-ivs  ; “This  dtiy’s 
engagement  resulted  in  our  defeat.”  Oti  the 
loth  he  foriued  his  head  rjuarters  at  Germ.au- 
town,  with  the  determination  of  having  another 
engagement  before  the  fate  of  Phihiuelpld.a 
shotild  be  decided.  From  an  origical  letter 
now  iu  our  possession,  written  in  the  city  oii 
the  llth,  by  Mrs.  3largaret  SteJinan  to  Mrs. 
Fergusou,  of  Gricine  Park,  is  taken  t’uis 
extract:  “General  Wtishington  and  all  his 

army  are  come  over  this  side  and  marched  up 
to  the  Pulls,  expecting  the  English  will  cross 
at  the  Swedes’  Ford.”  General  Armstrong, 
with  a portion  of  the  militia,  was  posted  aiona: 
tiie  Schuylkill,  to  throw  up  redoubts  at  the 
different  fords  where  the  enemy  would  be  most 
likely  to  cross,  am!  which  were  to  be  occasion- 
ally occupied,  while  IVa.shirigtou  moved  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army,  on  the  other  side, 
; to  make  aiioiher  attack.  Apprehending  that 
( it  would  be  very  likely  that  the  British  would 
; atfompt  to  cross  at  Swedes’  Ford,  Chevelier  Du 
. Portail,  a French  engineer,  constructed  a num- 
ber of  redoutits  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river, 
’ upwards  of  lialf  a mile  in  length,  with  the 
' assistance  of  .Arin'irong’s  command.  U is 
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F.niUCKl’oRT. 


fail!  tlioy  hm)  «carcfi'y  co!n[ile(ei]  tbe.'e 

■works  before  ihe  I’ritisli  their  appear-  ' 

nrictf  ut  the  place,  aiiJ  that  when  th,py  beheld 
the  del'oiice  chniiged  thetr  purpose  with  the. 
itileiitioti  of  crossing  higher  up,  which  they  ; 
Suiise.jui'Llly  did  ut  Fatbiiid  Ford,  below  Vul- 
ley  Forge.  iVhen  F'ashiiigtou  broke  up  his 
euciuiipment  at  VV  hitemarsh,  with  the  intention 
of  going  into  winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  , 
he  crossed  at  this  place,  near  the  middle  of 
F'ecemhcr,  Major  Holstein,  then  a boy,  wit- 
nessed the  passage,  and  rebited  that  it  was 
efl'ecteJ  hy  making  a bridge  of  wagons,  all  ■ 
backed  to  eacdi  other.  Ho  also  says  that  trees 
then  abounded  on  the  banks. 

From  the  I’ennsylvania  Gazette  of  17S0,  we 
learn  that  at  that  time  there  was  “ a great 


cannot  vouch.  The  first  wo  know  of  his  .ser- 
vices is  in  the  caiiacity  of  an  engineer,  along 
the  fclohnylkili,  in  c.’plember,  1777.  Uu  tlio 
follijwing  17th  of  November,  he  was  commis- 
sioned a Frigadier  General  in  the  army,  and  in 
the  beginning  of  1778  a colonel  of  engineers. 
He  was  at  the  siege  of  I'oitstown,  and  for  his 
services  there  was  commended  by  Waslungton. 
The  Hith  of  November.  1781,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  M-ijor  Genci"il.  Inconsequence 
of  lli.o  'War  coming  to  a close,  he  sailed  for 
France  the  same  month,  and  after  a brief  sf.ay 
came  tiack  again,  lleing  a man  of  wealtti, 
and  charmed  with  the  be..iuty  and  fertility  of 
I this  part  of  the  country,  while  engaged  in  the 
capacity  of  au  engineer,  imluced  him  to  pur- 
chase, after  the  peace,  the  farm  upon  which 


road  leading  from  Coryell’s  ferry  (now  New  i the  gieater  part  of  Fridgeport  has  since  been 
Hope,)  to  the  Swedes’  Ford,”  On  Keading 
Howell’s  map  of  I'cnn  lylvania,  published  in 


erected,  lie  continued  to  reside  hero  until 
about  the  yeiir  ISUO,  when  he  sailed  fur  France, 
1792,  Swedes'  Ford  is  mentioned.  More  than  (,  but  died  on  the  passage.  ADagclaud  resj'cct- 


a century  ago  there  were  three  public  bouses  in 
Upper  Merion:  one  was  at  this  place,  one  at 
the  Bit d-iu-hanj,  and  the  other  at  the  King  of 
rrussia.  These,  from  their  situation,  formed 
an  exact  equalateral  triangie,  being  each  three 
miles  distant  from  the  other.  A respectable 
lady  of  this  borough,  now  nearly  eighty,  re- 
members well,  in  her  youth,  when  this  was  a 
favorite  roun  I v,'ith  the  young  people  in  sleigh- 
ing time.  Before  we  drop  the  time-honored 
name  of  Swedes’  Ford,  it  may  be  well  in  this 
place  to  meulion  its  exact,  locality,  so  that  it 
may  be  the  more  readily'  recognized.  It  ex-  > 
tended  a few  yards  below  the  jiresent  Swedes’  ) 

Ford  tavern,  directly  across  the  Seluiyikill,  ) dwelling  houses,  a tavern  and  a large  three 
wheie  a large  and  venerable  willow  still  stands  1 story  stone  mill,  which  is  .still  staudnig  near 
to  marls  I'uc  spot,  on  the  Norristowu  side.  It  is  s the  canal,  in  DcKuib  street,  and  was  built  in 
about  one  hundred  yards  above  the  [iresent  : 182G.  It  was  through  the  liberality  of  FUsha 
Swedes’  Ford  bridge.  Except  from  some  of  ^ Evans  that  the  canal  was  made  tlirougb  the 
the  objects  just  mentioned,  it  would  otherwise  ) whole  length  of  hi.s  property.  The  erection  or 
be  difficult  to  recognize  its  locality  from  the  s the  Norri,stowu  bridge,  in  18'29,  and  the  opeu- 
great  change  made  in  the  neighborhood  by  the  j iug  of  the  State  ru'.td  the  year  alter,  began  to 


able  friend  informs  us  that  he  was  a sou-iu- 
law  of  Count  Fulaski,  the  I’olish  General.  A 
portrait  of  l>a  Borful  may  now  be  seen  in 
Indepeudetice  Hall,  I’iahideljdila,  having  for- 
lutrly  been  in  the  Peulc  collection.  Sl'ortly 
after  his  death,  the  property,  with  about  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  was  .sold  to  Elislia  E vans, 
who,  in  ISIO,  sold  off  forty  acres  to  IloLert 
Jones.  With  this  e.'tcepiiou,  lUr.  EvaiiS  re- 
tained the  balance  iis  farm  land  till  his  death, 
in  ISuO,  when  it  came  in  pos.=ession  of  his  sou, 
Cadwallader  Evans,  who  still  resides  in  tlve 
borough. 

At  this  time  Bridgeport  contained  three 


improvements  of  the  last  forty  years. 


give  the  first  iiupulse  to  improvement,  which 


As  Ciievelier  Du  I'ortail  was  a re.sident  of'  has  not  since,  been  maieriai'y  checked.  In 
this  place  a further  notice  may  not  be  amiss.  ^ 1832,  besides  a.  store,  the  ntiinber  of  bouses 
While  Hr  Fianblln  and  ISilas  Beane  were  in  ( had  increased  to  eigiit ; in  181<),  to  fifty-three, 
Paris,  they  were  instructed  by  Congress  to-,  and  in  18-19,  to  ninety-.-ix.  The  riumfior  novr 
procure  for  the  American  army  four  competent  . is  probably  over  two  liundrcd. 
engineers,  an-1  who  had  served  in  this  c:ipacily  , After  the  incoi  porntiou  of  Bri-lgeport  into  a 
in  the  F rench  armies.  They  were  accordingly  > borough,  in  tlie  winter  of  F8-31,  Perry  M. 
selected  an ) sent  to  this  oounti-y.  Among  Hunter,  L.  E.  Corson,  31.  McGlathery  ai,-l 
this  immber  was  Du  Portall,  It  is  said  tlmt  .Me.x.  II.  Supjdee  were  iqipoiided  comnii.-isic!;- 
ho  C'.»me  over  with  La  I’ay  ette.  .Is  to  tine  we  ■ ers  in  lay  one  its  leriiioiy  fn.m  the  tuwmliip 
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of  Upper  Meri-on.  The  follo\viiig  bouiularies  • 
were  then  agreed  upon:  Degiiining  at  low 

w;iter  mark  of  the  river  Schujlkill,  iu  said  ■ 
township;  thence  on  a line  dividing  latid.s  of  ^ 
C.  Evans  and  the  Scbuvlkill  Navigation  Com- 
pany,  south  twenty  degrees  and  twenty  min-  ; 
utes,  we.it  thirty-four  perciies  and  two-tentiis  '■ 
of  a perch  to  a point  in  a public  roiul  in  the  ' 
great  valley  ; thence  along  the  middle  of  said  , 
road,  south  sixty-five  degrees  and  forty  min-  ‘• 
utes,  west  one  hundred  and  sixty  five  perches 
and  five-tentlis  of  a perch  to  a point  iti  the  ; 
middle  of  a road  leading  to  Swedes’  Ford  road  ; \ 
thence  along  the  same  south  twenty-six  degrees  | 
thirty-five  minutes,  west  one  hundred  and  fifty-  | 
six  perches  to  a point  in  lauds  of  Henry  No-  1 
vioch ; theewe  north  sixty-six  degrees  east 
sevenfy-thresj  perches  to  a point  in  a line  be  ' 
tween  lands  of  John  and  Lindsay  Coates;  : 
thence  by  laudsof  Samuel  Coates  south  eighty-  t 
three  degrees,  east  one  hundred  and  forty  five  ■ 
perches  and  four-tenths  of  a perch  to  a point  ; ' 
thence  by  lauds  of  said  Sahiuel  Coates,  north  , 
sixty-throe  degrees  tiiiity  minutes,  cast  two  ,, 
hundred  and  fifty-three  porches  to  low  water  j 
mark  of  the  river  Schuylkill  aforesaid,  and  ; 
along  and  up  said  river  the  several  courses  ; 
thereof  to  the  place  of  beginning.  t 


I 

! 

PORT  KEXXEDY.  I 

( 

} 

The  village  of  Port  Kennedy  is  situated  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Schuylkill,  in  the  town-  . 
ship  of  Upper  Merion,  and  is  tweuty-otie  miles 
from  Philadelphia  and  four  from  Norristown. 
The  country,  iu  this  vicinity,  is  rolling,  and  \ 
the  soil  fertile.  It  is  noted  for  the  vast  quan- 
tities of  lime  burned  here  and  exported  to 
other  places.  Through  this  business  it  owes 
its  chief  prosperity.  Thirty  years  ago  it  was 
almost  a waste,  with  nothing  on  it  to  attract  , 
attention  hut  a be.autiful  spring  of  exo'.'llent 
water.  At  this  time  it  contaiu.s  one  hotel,  two 
vitores,  a furnace,  church,  school  house,  hlack- 
■emith  and  whcolwrigiit  shop,  and  forty- two 
■dwelling  houses.  The  census  cf  ISdO  give.s 
Port  Kennedy  four  hur.  Ire  1 and  forty-nine  in- 
hatiitants.  If  this  en'imeraiiim  was  con'i'ct, 
■we  doubt  whelltor  at  fh;  < ti'.tm  it  c Uit-ilns  that 
nopuhition.  Tiie  uuu.hor  of  houses  i^  too 


small  to  warrant  such  a conclusion.  From  the 
hill,  on  the  roaii  to  Valley  Forgo,  a short  dis- 
tance from  the  village,  there  is  a fine  prospect 
of  the  place  .and  surrounding  country,  as  well 
as  of  the  Schuylkill  fur  sevoiul  miles  down  its 
course. 

The  hotel,  which  is  the  only  one  in  the  place, 
is  a large  three  story  stone  building,  upwards 
of  forty  feel  sqv.are.  It  has  an  elevated  posi- 
tion on  the  river’s  hank,  and  the  Reading  rail- 
road has  a station  near  by.  The  furnace  here 
btlungs  to  Patterson  & Co.,  of  Piiiladeiphhi, 
and  v/as  bi;ilt  in  18o5.  It  is  ti  large  est.-iblish- 
mcnl,  and  during  the  year  1857  gave  employ- 
ment to  thirty  h.ands  and  turneil  out  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  tons  of  pig  iron  per  day.  In 
August,  18-j8,  when  we  were  here,  it  was  not 
in  operation.  It  is  called  the  iUontgoraery 
furnace,  and  is  said  to  be  constructed  iu  the 
most  substaiiiial  manner,  and  with  the  latest 
improvenu'iits  in  the  art  cf  smelting.  The 
principal  portion  of  the  ore  used  was  obtained 
in  tlie  vicinity.  A considerable  quantity  was 
procured  from  the  farm  of  Isaac  Richardson, 
one  mile  oil,  iti  the  same  towtiship — also,  from 
VViriiam  Ptoberts’  faitu  and  from  near  the 
V- Lite  Horse,  in  Chester  county,  by  means  of 
the  Chester  Valley  railroad.  Ore  was  also 
obtained  from  Lake  Champlain,  some  of  which 
yielded  seveniy-iive  per  cent.  The  Presbyte- 
rian church  was  built  iu  1SI5,  and  is  a hand- 
some stone  bullJiiig,  in  the  east  part  of  the 
vill  ige.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Hen- 
ry S Rodenbaugh,  who  resides  in  Lower  Prov- 
idence township.  The  Port  Kennedy  bridge 
c.unp'iiiy  was  incorporated  by  an  .act  of  A.s- 
soinbiy  pas.sed  March  9th,  1816.  It  is  a frame 
.;uveveU  bridge,  resting  on  three  stone  piers, 
and  is  of  .sulhcieiit  width  to  admit  two  wagons 
passing.  U was  not  completed  til!  the  close  of 
the  year  18  19. 

It  is  the  lime  bn  ino.ss  that  has  given  this 
place  it.s  piv.sent  importance,  and  probably  in 
this  respect  is  not  exceeded  by  any  other  in  the 
val'ey  of  'lie'  .Seli’iylkiil.  The  lime  nmuufac- 
uire.i  i-  of  superior  quality  and  most  of  it  is 
.sldppi’d  nir  I'V  the  G.an.il  to  New  Jersey,  Dela- 
ware and  .M.aryl.nid  ; a considerable  quantity 
is  also  sent  to  Piiil.tdeiphia  and  New  \ ork. 
When  we  were  here  in  August.  U'j8,  three 
'Cimener.s,  one  r'oeqi  and  a canal  bnnt  were 
1 'iding  at  lint  wli.tiv.s.  One  of  these,  a 
s;he)aner,  w-ii  a n-at  and  beau'ilul  cralt,  and 
j . -ynini.  tv.c  il  in  bu  m that  oin,  til  glit  Im  ve 
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produfjes  tb:d  sum  ; t!ius  showing  that  ; transf 

this  busioes3  has  greatly  increased  and  will  more 


pnsed  that  it  Iidil  been  intended  rather  as  a ' his  loss  was  lanicrileil  by  a large  ciicle  of 

pleasure  yacht  than  for  the  more  ust  ful  purpo-  friends.  He  has  four  sens  still  surviving, 

ees  of  trade.  ,\s  the  vessels,  in  order  to  reach  i .loLn  and  David  R.  Kennedy  reside  here,  aiuj 
tills  place  from  the  city,  have  to  pa.«s  under  1 are  the  principal  property  holders  of  this  vil- 
brifiges,  it  becomes  necessary  for  tiiem  toliave  i lage  ami  vicinity.  Villiarn  re.sides  in  Kent 
falling  masts,  _v,hicb  arej'aised  wliile  loading.  county,  Mary  land,  and  Alesander,  inEastl’tkc- 
According  to  the  census  cf  1810,  Upper  I land,  Chester  eoutily.  Defore  this  village  bad 

Merlon  produced  lime  to  the  amount  of  seven-  | attained  near  it.s  present  size  it  was  Called  hj>' 

ty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  nuJ  seventy-)  ihu  Ic.'-s  dignified  name  of  “Kennedy’s  IIol- 
two  dollars.  At  this  time  Port  Kennedy  alone  | low  but  time,  I he  changer  of  all  ihing",  line 

Murmed  this  uncouthness  into  Us  present 
euphonious  name. 

yet  arise  to  much  greater  importance.  The  j Not  mnny  years  ago,  in  working  in  the  lime- 

buruiug  of  lime  is  carried  on  here  the  most  stone  quarries  here,  an  extensive  cavern  was 

exteusively  by  John  Kennedy,  E^q.  lIis  ^ reached,  which  had  an  area  fully  equal  to 
kilns  are  nearest  the  village,  and  are  fourteen  many  of  our  largest  public  buildiugs.  It  con- 
in  number,  some  of  the  largest  of  which  con-  | taiued  a considerable  number  of  stalactites  of 
tain  two  thousand  five  liundreil  bushels.  The  >;  calcareous  matter,  some  of  which  extended  to 
quarry  has  been  worked  at  some  places  to  the  t|,e  floor  and  foimed  several  conical  arches, 
depth  of  forty  feet,  lie  generally  has  trom  ^ borders  of  vai legated  colors— uKo  pyra- 

sixty  to  seventy  men  in  his  employ.  Mr.  Ken-  ^ niida!  columns  of  various  sizes.  This  cavern, 
nedy  re.'^iJes  in  a large  and  handsome  mansion  , from  the  singularity  of  its  chambers,  wa.s  an 
on  an  elevated  situation,  ner»r  the  Presbyterian  j object  of  considerable  curiosity  during  the 
church.  There  is  a large  conserv;,itory  at-  ■ flriof  peiiod  it  was  open  to  visitors.  A con- 
tached,  containing  a number  of  curious  plants.  1 grit  nae  held  in  oiie  cf  its  largest  saloons,  on 

David  R.  Kennedy,  brother  of  the  aforesaid,  tpg  .jtb  .July,  ISJG,  at  wiiich  several  hundred 

carries  on  the  business  exteusively,  about  a ; persons  were  present.  Its  existence  has  now 
quarter  of  a mile  south  west  ot  the  village.  ^ bteorao  only  a matter  of  the  past,  for  it  has 
David  Z iok  has  also  several  kilns  and  carrie.s  ) been  quarried  away  these  several  years.  How 
on  the  business  to  some  extent.  Peeeve.^,  Duck  < singular  that  a cave  in  the  solid  rock  should 
& Co.,  have  recetit'y  purchased  a tract  of  laud  ■;  pe  burned  up  by  man  and  not  a particle  left 
here,  and  keep  a large  number  ot  men  engaged  ) remaining  ! No  doubt  it  lay  here  concealed  for 
in  quarrying,  haniMiip  and  boating  the  stone  s ages,  even  before  the  creation  of  man  himself, 
for  the  use  of  their  extensive  furnaces  at  Pha--  ^ ;mj  which  his  industry  has  only  lately  revealed 
nixville,  six  miles  distant.  ) and  des  royed,  for  the  more  beatScial  purposes 

As  great  houses  are  built  from  small  bricks  ? of  enrichiug  his  fields, 
so  great  fortunes  are  often  made  from  small  ) 
beginnings.  .As  an  example  we  might  mention  \ 

Alexander  Kennedy,  the  founder  of  this  place,  \ 

H'l' I after  whom  it  was  called.  He  was  a ua-  s 
live  of  Ireland  and  came  to  this  country  poor,  < 
and  was  first  etnployo'i  by  a person  of  wealth  > 


in  this  vicinity.  ’Ihrougii  his  industry  and 


VALLEY  FOEGE. 


basiness  qualifications  he  accr.mniaitd,  in  llu 
course  of  years,  a handsome  fortune.  The 
property  on  which  this  village  is  located  be- 
longed to  Mordecai  Moore,  who  died  in  1800, 
at  an  advanced  age.  It  was  then  purchased  by 


. ^ 


Dear  to  every  lover  of  freedom  must  be  this 
spot,  consecrated  as  it  has  been  by  the  devo- 
tion and  sutt'erings  of  thtit  patriot  band.  No 
where  in  the  wide  world  but  here,  during  tlicr 
Jlr.  Kennedy,  who  utoved  on  it  in  the  spring  j winter  of  1777-8,  did  liberty  dure  to  rtiise  her 
o!  180d.  He  continued  to  reside  here  till  in  1 arm  agttiust  oppression.  Truly  may  it  he  said 
(he  fall  of  1824,  when  he  died  at  the  ago  of  s that  at  tiiat  time  whatever  portion  of  mankind 
about  sixty  t;iree  years,  and  was  interred  at  \ may  have  longed  for  a blighter  era,  beie  their 
the  Great  Valley  rreshyterian  church.  If  ; hopes  must  have  been  centered.  Cold  and 
waa  a highly  re.pccied  and  uscl'ul  man,  and  j pdcrciug  us  were  the  blasts  id'  that  winter  :!) 


."I- 

i' 


81 


;S:  ^ 

Q il 
ff:: 


Ti 


<*'..t£, 

■•iVltA 


■|..l- 


» 'i‘l  J'  *i<l-tffi  ■!  ■-i  '»  ::-i:,-i  *.M 

‘';le  i.  7I  p*(l  '.'i.  .lUi” 

■I'ii'it  y^;  •viii,i  - '1  f'drt 


■nai.. 


j vll 


1 f . ,.- 


0.1 


■;J; 


■tiiiiiii  »’(  .•/'!«»</</  T/ir/! 

1 i!i  liUl'/iJ  .;M 'iH'i'.  , T'-'V  .;!  ) i.ijf;! 

iatt  :l  t v.'  •W.;.- 

V‘  ■»)'>«« -i’-fii  ,iil 
■•.rf  M''  . 

j.ni  •-■'..Ui  Bir(l  I ■»  ,■) 

.'■O^yuV  iAil-;;!  WI  ;.•■>  v» 'ui 

■•tw)  7i:  lie  a'lft,'.’-.' ‘ - .’  | 

. s-t.-.-SjU"*  til'' •'."'!<  " 

.1  _ ‘ 

1.' ; ■;.!!!''  iOi-'.  ii.ii  (bill;/  ji  > 

-.•;  j •!  .r^ui'i r ':’ 11  ;f  ,.■■  ! 

'.'  : ■ ' >'l  Vj  l J .'  >■, 

I -.i.i J-  il'ji'i'i  ■■■'  ' i'-),'- 

.i'iir;’  iiuii  ' ■ '•.jx  •,ij  ' 

H'tc'lO.T-'i.'Vi''';  JiiiVi  I'l  r-r-jLM.i;,'  ; 

,iiv  ii.  lU'T  , .i-irs-'r; '.■Ui'i.wf  'fi- f •);|i’!!Vi', 


i(  iti  i'2\t(  Ji  J*;!) 

1 foi'i  'it>l  " aa;<J 

iSpn^’  , m StE»  P.A  V.'  «■»» 

5»!.-ij  u'  ,7j  7 »Ji  i'f'--'7l  i>ii;| 

. f Ii)!.cl  : ii  i I't  IJ  J;'r ild 

.'Kiy.!/  1'7Sit:7__J»7fc  J>’:f.Vt 

T'.ijg')  tv  Siv'itj  Slit  Oi 

'll''-  '■<  ,U'i-  N-.  ■'•  »«K  'I'j  ftvrsyl/i 

, * flf'i.'.i  i .'.'iV'  ; t)'S  • 

*<»■  ■'  '•  ■'■■'i'  JA  «7i0ili.jr< 

Ixf’.  ,1  ::  r-n'.yi.'  ■' 11,  ■ I ; i:  ,.J  >-  i(<  xi.'vv  ’•i'l.'liti'ti 


Si!  .' 


1 


;i  rr  ,..-^:r.  .vt,;.' 

■I  i'J?-r  , ■!  1 . 


■Cvii;s  c,  j tid/ 

.■Xi'-li  (iJ  • ■'»  J.*n 

yJ 

e.<i)  Mj»  leafiit 


Tliili 


-afi ‘t  !(,.  7*.-rl{7(i(  V;  ei 

■ •.■'•itlr'l  lf  yyS  <iWJ  oJU 

. <•  f’-.'J  T - JT.  f!  , •f'l! 

. tii'ti.-'fi'iiiy  .’I.'  .:■■■',>  v?t'4  'i'  .-.ijijife 

i;|it  i%‘?  e ; 'V,  . ' 


;idf -‘i 

r]/ 


• 

■a.  h ,f  kilyJi 

,‘?i  n t:, 

y.? A:  ws"7<  '74»,  uif'i^ 

M .I » 

*;4<?hui'  ilf' 

,;7:tj  7 ill 

■;  lyi'.’-ii 

''ll  ti 

-JC/X'' 

;; 

f t’  .no-! S' 

.iiiO  /■' 

! ;i  . 

t f 

il  'J  ^ f 

^ 

uiii  i)i  '!o  , 

c: 

Uhd- 

r-y-A\ 

,y-Jl 

' -1:1 

'ff  vc: 

f.:.-,.  ■'yViT!'"- 

Tr>  f.jl  .: 

>'!  X.;, 

■ii: : ^ ; c 

^ 4 

't  ll't  .Jx.i'l 

i;.,T 

’'.•  V ' ■ 

^ » ) 

,r;jin  y i/HS7  j " 

1' 

Iff,  p.jr:’ 

: 

'■  .s'lior 

iS.,  I'.fik  JO 

,l 


J'lo'  D'Jvjlj’  J i'  ts’. 
.'■■'Mlitivl  a'a'.lf  '1" 


aj  yd  ty,v'  |,v,i.jin4  ^vj 
' J.«i  vL'^VIS'i 

jrjj-!  yivir,;  y;a-:.  ■‘riif  'lirirl.iii  Va'!.'-?/ 

.<u-3  ii''i  .X'vy'ij-i.e’sJt 

lit  aii(  5u)'(f,7rt»!i  j 


.itiOii'-i-r  '/aJJi/.v 


-ar 

<;K 


■lii  1 1,-01  r;v,l.'<".:T  li,  tvvo'l  yY:'V5  ’ u.'.'lJ 

If,:.:  Vo.' /'■()>' ..\,i I 

2'ti  -■•‘I  fi' 

T*'.'.  -iwieat  fe  ii 

(.,  iix  i1  - (Ijv  ■xrili'irr.  ix}';';: 


-i.t  vr?i',>fv;-rri<-Ii  ,;,  .■..-i,"  ; « 

tvyn  ,,,.d  • , 

»■  Ij'iji'itli  -,} 

.) }'3  •JM-',''.'', i*H  ji  -.1, 

'lii  >;■  + ,•■■  ■ ''..J  ,yl>»*ai;;4 
)'  « h/i>  tfa  , 

,'15  ■'!>'?  'i;)i  rii  ■ils'syy  rilai'it  riiAl' 15 Tuiianp 

"V  : •,  V'  i-.-l/i  ;..-77T0i  vit*  «*jl  V ■.  .\ 

.y.'YAi'Ji'iB.X'.v'I  '-''.(fli'-vd  0«(}'tJO 
''i(.  ' ' . }<  (1!;  fi  ry^t-.^l'/ni  j dv&J  ,.«v> 

J i;  !"••.'  ijl.K 

.'I'l'i'  iij,;  I V i£ I,'.' ~ ,'7oiy'r’»ii.'  os- 

• .a  luj  ’Its  i.UJit  «t.u  viil 

. I'h 

I . «iy^  j;iod  psx  -n'xi  -ti  cA 

iijij'tv  r.i  i.'ir  7' lift  ton'll  <>i 
d*;?''.:  ;i.'?  jiiir.:  tfif  vn-.^ift-u;  ■ ,i.-.  <A  '•:4c'. 

■lit'li- J*  <Ui  . *‘it  7,-i'A 

. -iil.  ■*«  Jj- » 7i/<»  7'i;  .0  LttB 
.1  !M«l,-,>  fllSi;  ^ if, If 'A  le  9»y 
• ,y  ,-.  <.f  r’uX'A-^K  f .I'ltia  4£(ifi  Alia 
:'.ii  sol  »hJJ  O^. 

|H  I'.l  ,C  lift  ftjlJA'iisuA'iOup  b»*Oi  (t<r 

v’  i'i-!  ,-'  *,ot.  JjiTiiit 


:nU 


u 


t '» 


'Vi  1 itc 


■ 

i 

' ,!1 


lit  c4  1«3*»o4 

. il:  ivi!-  u'.ii’  f,:4\  il  . 

• ■',■■{}  »ii -},!  rto' tsvio'j  ttiiw  ."slC 

vcjjj,  !c^n  '■>  tiii.ijtiimti  oH  .5i’*8l  in 


a.’r.',ii4  s'lvafi.oliK  Ji  .tj.Jl- 't'i' , isfidv  ,»-ViX  'io  itiS'Ma 

i nil  )i ';i  ,‘i' i -/'iissif.  ' V.-i  if '■  < li-f  .itx -v'  Miff}  i^llX  J'V; 

■ irT'f...  ' i'l\  /.I 'il',  ■I')  ‘ -■  f V/ ■i'jr.iS  '• 


’*  f ‘ 


is# 


■v;t 

•fkV-' 


•> 'aKvtei 


48 


llIsTuKY  nl’  MONKiuMKUY  CoLM'V. 


these  hills,  there  wns  still  enough  warmth  re-  , 
maining  in  those  bosoms,  in  spite  of  their 
scanty  covering,  to  su-^taia  them  through  the 
terrible  trial.  .Ys  the  antiquary  or  traveler 
rambles  in  its  vicinity,  and  gazes  on  the  ro- 
niniiiing  relics  of  that  encampment  and  rettec  3 
on  their  sufferings,  he  cannot  but  think  wtiere 
are  now  the  men  that  composed  that  army,  and 
where  is  now  that  noble  chief  who  endured  with  ' 
them  ? Gone,  yes,  forever  gone,  as  they  all  , 
are,  from  the  theatre  of  action  on  this  earth  ; : 
yet  they  still  live  in  the  hearts  of  their  coun- 
trymen— in  the  hearts  of  the  great  and  good  of 
other  nation.s.  The  example  lives — and  though 
tyranny  may  flutirl^l;  her  sceptre  and  justice 
be  wronged,  it  c.annot  long  survive  such  recol- 
lections ns  Va'ley  Forge  presents.  It  is  thi.s 
that  ennobles  history  and  makes -the  historian 
the  champion  of  the  rights  of  man  and  a beue-  ■ 
factor  of  his  race. 

The  village  of  Valley  Forge  is  situated  on  . 
the  south  bank  of  the  Schuylkill,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  East  Valley  creek.  It  is  distant  twen- 
ty-three aud  a half  miles  from  Philadelphia 
and  six  above  Norristown.  That  portion  of  it  ■ 
Comprised  with'n  the  limits  of  Upper  .\Ierion 
cont.aius  Charles  II.  llogers'  cot'on  factory,  a 
grist  mill,  store,  hotel  and  tec  houses.  On  the 
Chester  count5‘  side  is  Throp.p's  cotton  factory, 

.a  store,  post  office  and  fifteen  houses.  Tlie 
Reading  railroad,  which  has  a station  here,  ' 
crosses  the  creek,  near  its  mouth,  by  a bridge 
some  thirty  feet  above  the  water,  aud  from 
which  a beautiful  view  is  otfered  by  looking  up 
the  creek.  Among  the  interesting  objects  seen 
are  the  falls  of  the  dams  belonging  to  the  grist 
mill  and  cotton  factor}',  a short  distance  above  ■ 
each  other,  and  of  the  venerable  stone  bridge  ' 
crossing  it  a hundred  yards  above.  These,  with  • 
the  deep  gorge  of  the  stream  and  the  high  aud  - 
rueged  hills  rising  ou  either  side,  which  hem 
in  the  village  near  by,  form  au  interesting  sight 
— a picture,  we  might  add,  to  be  properly  ap- 
preciated should  be  seen.  Description  c.annot 
do  it  justice.  Stolid,  indeed,  must  the  person  ' 
be  who  hn.s  the  recoilectinns  of  the  past  stirring 
within  him  that  can  gaze  on  such  a scene  un- 
moved. 

The  cotton  factory  belonging  to  Mr.  Rogers 
is  a large  and  extensive  establishment  and  em- 
ploys nea’’!y  one  hundred  bands.  Near  by  he 
has  a splendnl  re.sidence  surrounded  by  fine 
biwns  and  .shrubbery.  Isaiah  Throp.p's  facto- 
ry of  Kentucky  jc,iu  also  gives  cuipluv  ineut  to 


a number  of  hands.  Tlnotigh  the  liberality  of 
Mr.  Rogers  an  observatory  was  erected  on  his 
lands,  ou  tlie  hill,  about  two  hundred  yards 
south-east  of  the  village.  It  is  not  situated 
qtiiteon  the  'nost  elevated  part  of  the  hill,  but 
still  a splendid  view  is  offered  of  the  surround- 
ing eounti’y.  It  is  approached  by  a path 
through  the  fields,  and  its  site  points  out  the 
spot  nlicre  'Washington’s  marquee  wa.s  planted 
ou  the  day  of  his  arrival  here.  The  observa- 
tory is  of  an  octagonal  form  and  about  forty 
feet  high,  and  is  ascended  by  a spiral  stair- 
case. From  the  open  gallery,  on  its  top,  can 
be  seen  NoiTistowii,  rhrenixville,  Pawiing’s 
Bridge,  Edge  Hill,  Barren  Hill,  Methneton 
Hill,  and  n number  of  other  places.  We  were 
here  on  the  17th  of  August,  18o8.  The  day 
was  lieiiufiful  but  warm.  We  observed  that 
the  highest  and  steepest  hill  here  is  on  the 
Chc.'-ter  coun'y  side,  and  are  satisfied,  from  its 
peculiar  nppenrancp,  that  it  can  be  seen  from 
an  .elevation  near  the  Willow  Grove,  twenty- 
four  miles  distant.  The  hills,  on  both  sides 
of  Valley  creek,  are  generally  sleep,  rugged 
and  wooded  to  their  summits,  and  present  an 
unu'^ually  wild  appearance,  more  so  than  one 
might  e.xpect  from  the  populousness  of  the 
surrounding  country.  At  the  close  of  this 
article  an  account  will  be  given  of  the  house 
still  standing  in  the  village  in  which  Washing- 
ton had  his  head  quarters,  also  of  the  existing 
remains  of  the  encampment,  besides  notices 
of  a number  of  relics  in  the  possession  of  per- 
sons in  the  vicinity. 

In  reverting  to  the  early  history  of  this 
neighhorbood,  we  learn,  from  Holmes’  map  of 
original  ; urveys,  made  between  the  years  1682 
aud  IbV'.j,  that  the  manor  of  'Mount  Joy  com- 
prised all  of  the  upper  portion  of  Upper  Mer- 
lon, ns  well  n.s  a portion  of  the  adjoining  town- 
ship of  Tredyffrln,  in  Chester  county,  and  con- 
tained about  seven  thousand  eight  hundred 
acres,  wliich  belonged  to  Letitia,  the  daughter 
of  William  Penn.  There  is  a tradition  that 
William  I’enu,  who,  on  a visit  in  this  vi- 
cinity, got  lost  on  the  liigh  Iiill  on  the  Cliester 
county  side,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where 
he  was  till  he  got  on  the  hili  this  side  of  the 
stream,  on  which  the  observatory  is,  when  by 
a glimpse  of  the  Schuylkill  and  the  country  to 
the  southward,  he  regained  his  way,  and  in 
cons->quonce  named  the  former  hill  Mount  M'  = - 
ory.  and  The  latter  Mount  Pleasant,  which  they 
respectively  hear  to  this  day.  The  name  of 
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Valley  I'orge  is  derived  from  a forge  erected  ' stores  deposited  nt  lleoding.  Tiie  iiiovement 
here  by  Isaac  I’ott?,  a son  of  Julm  ToUs,  i of  the  Diiiisli  appears  to  have  been  to  deceive 
after  wiiom  Ihutsiowii  was  called,  ami  who  was  t Waslduigton,  for  US  sor.t:  as  lliey  asccrtriiueiJ 
an  euilv  settler  miJ  extensive  lamllioMer  there.  ' that  his  in  my  Was  near  Potts;:!  ove,  they  ciosseJ 
Ilow  eatiy  the  fui-gr Was  erected  here  vve  cati-  J i!ic  .Sehuylkill  at  F.atl.aud  Fold,  about  half  a 
not  say,  but  it  is  marked  oti  William  Scud’s  j mile  below  Valley  Forge,  on  the  night  of  the 
ma))  of  Ponn-'ylv,ia'..i,  t-ub  ished  in  1770.  i 2'dd  of  September,  am!  pi-oceedcd  lei.-urely 
Some  time  niter  liie  rtvciution  it  was  torn  j towards  Phil.adtbdiia,  whicli  tbry  tiid  not  enter 
down  and  the  .'not  is  n.'W  oeeupied  by  ]ilr  J till  the  2d'li,  srending  three  dny.s  in  a March 
Rogers’  entten  factery.  Mr.  Ih.its  svas  also  if.e  / of  iwet:ty-i hvee  mties.  Iintnediately  on  le.arn- 
propt'ietof  of  .a  large  tia.ct  of  land  in  this  vi-  { lag  that  the  llritish  had  crossed  the  Sehiiy 
ciniiy.  Tiiere  is  now  no  forge  or  tun.ace  in  ! ami  were  on  their  rnaiath  t.a  Philad' I;  hia, 
this  vicitniy,  but  ii’  'U  (.re  u ^til)  ,ia-r  p,  cui'id-  ! Wa'-hiiigton  wrele  a letter  to  Congress’,  nt  Lan- 
erable  q lantiiies  o'l  the  farm  ol  Uich.iid  j ca-ter,  from  his  Caitip,  neat'  Pott--gvove,  in 
M’lrten,  abont  a quarter  of  a mile  fiaa'ii  the  J wliich  ho  says;  “The  enemy,  hy  a variety  of 
viihige,  on  the  road  to  the  King  of  Piais'ia.  . perijh-xing  ninnoiuvres,  th" ’iigb  a country  ft oni 
The  hou'S  of  Isaac  Potts  stmsd  a -hort  distance  ( which  1 cmld  not  derive  the  least  iutelligeuce, 
below  tlte  foge,  im.ar  tlie  mi.uih  of  the  creek.  ! {being  to  a man  ai3aft'’Cted ) coutiived  to  pass 
«nd  was  u'Ci!  as  the  residence  and  head-quar-  J the  Schuylkill  last  oight  at  the  P itland  and 
tors  of  \Va.'ldti<;ton  during  the  encampment.  | other  birds  in  the  neighborhood  of  it.  They 
The  b.attie  of  lir.andy .vine  was  foiight  the  ' bnuie'iiately  marched  towards  Pliihidelrdiin , 
11th  of  Septemher,  1777,  tiii  l re.suUed  dlsas-  j and  _1  itiiagine  their  tidvarced  parties  will  be 
trouslv  to  the  Aniericatis.  Washington  iminc-  - near  the  city  to-night.  Tliey  had  so  far  got  the 
diately  evossed.  the  .'fehnylkill,  with  the  iu'en-  J st-,rt  l.clore  I received  cei  l.ain  intelligence  that 
■lion,  if  ll'.e  ibitisii  attempted  to  cross  it.  t.o  ; .tny  coiisidernbie  !jurnber  had  cros.sed,  that  1 
Diake  another  attack,  an  ! -hus,  at  lea-t,  by  one  ; found  it  in  vniii  to  tidnk  ijf  overtaking  their 

more  etToit,  tiy  to  save  Pii’la.lelplii-i,  He,  | rear  with  troops  haiiasased  .as  ours  have  been 

liowever,  sliortly  a fterwavde  rcturued  to  have  with  constant  marching  since  the  battle  of 
another  engagement  ue-ir  the  scene  of  the  l.tte  i linimly  wine.” 

struggle.  On  the  17ih  the  two  armies  met  | 'JTie  LSritisu  had  now  full  p'i.ssession  of  Phil- 

uenr  the  Warren  tavern,  mi  the  Lancaster  road,  j adelphia.  and  fur  winter  quarters  were  Corn- 

Preparations  weie  mad.'  to  ritt-wk  the  Irl't  { ibrtahly  situtited.  Tiie  battles  of  Dranclywiue 
wing  of  tiie  enemy,  and  an  engagement  wa.s  j and  Germantown  were  fouglit,  and  had  resulted 
about  to  take  pb.oe  near  the  Go.'hen  meeting  > to  the  Auiericans  with  a loss  of  two  tliou-aud 
liousc,  wdien  a vtcievit  storm  of  rain  came  cn  | snldiers.  The  autumn  had  now  nearl)’  passed, 
and  suddenly  wet  the  powd.-r  of  In  th  pai  tie.'  ) and  Washisgtnn  und  his  army  still  lay  at 
and  preveulod  II  cm.dict.  Tim  storm  coaiinm  d ! Whitem  irsh,  with  nothitig  hut  tents  to  shelter 
all  night,  ;im!  iieiore  .lawn  the  enemy  leu  their  ^ them  fi-orn  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather, 
position  and  moved  down  the  road  loading  to  { The  que'-tiun  tiow  arose,  where  am]  how  were 
Swedes’  Ford.  I'.  hea  they  then;  hehcld  tin-  ( they  to  spend  the  wiuter  ? Should  they  li. baud 
deteuCB  or  ’oreaslw.irks  oii  the  oiipnsite  .side  of  ; and  le.ave  the  country  unprotected,  and  tu  the 
the  river  they  v,'h*'t!nl  around  and  proceeded  i rav.ages  of  a foreign  soldiery,  or  should  they 
in  the  vicinity  ol  tai.s  nmee.  in  the  meantime  { enter  into  winter  qnartcr'i,  somewhere  conve- 
Washpigton  cre.s.'eu  the  .Schuylkill  at  Parker’s  i nient  to  the  city,  where,  by  taking  a strung 
Ford,  hoping  to  be  a.hie  Co  contront  theui  wbi.e  | positi"H  they  might  both  suture  themselves  and 
on  their  passage  of  the  river.  A detnebment  ) the  country  from  any  att  icks?  The  latter  al- 


of  the.  British  army  arriveii  .at  the  Forge  and  j ternaiivc  seemed  tlie  most  efi'ective,  and  at  the 
burnod  the  n.atisicti  house  of  Colonel  Uewees  ’ same  time  the  mo-t  feasible,  tl.ad  thev  di>- 
nnd  tbe  ii'oii  works,  K aving  i he  gri't  mill  '.ui:n-  ^ bunded  for  the  w inter  it  pcrhapis  wouhl  have 
jured.  On  the  Ihiii  they  encampel  on  the  hills  \ occasioned  such,  a di.'soluiion  in  the  nrniy  that 
ul  this  viciuitv'.  In  the  meantime  Washtngtnr'  | might  have  beeu  fatal  to  its  re-organiz.uicn  ic 
arrived  near  Potts-grove,  ;U|' posing  Howe’s  { the  .'pring. 

design  to  be  either  to  turn  the  tight  of  liis  I Both  Wa-hington  and  his  officers  were  eatfs- 
aruiy,  or  to  get  possession  of  the  American  > fieJ  that  Whitemarsh  was  not  the  proper  plao* 
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for  a winter  CDCitnpment.  The  fnrmer,  there- 
fore, rMjiR-b'etl  h's  pem-riil  t.!iic"r.s  Tn  coin- 
Jiiuiiioitu  !•>  hint,  in  ven'ing,  tlu-ir  seiitMiieiii.-< 
respectiiif:  the  most  ciifr'ble  site  rm-  llmt  | ur- 
pose.  A eoitucil  of  W>u-  W.is  !ieN  on  tlie  8O1I1 
of  Ncvemlier.  nt  which  n wide  ditR.  rence  of 
opiLiou  prevailed  as  to  the  loealitj  and  the 
best  manner  of  cantoning  t.hs  troops.  6c  va- 
rious and  contradictory  were  the  opinions  and 
councils,  that  annniniity  could  not  be  Imped 
for,  and  it  was  necessary  for  Washington  toad 
according  tohis  own  judgment  and  iipiin  his  own 
responsibility.  He  decided  to  form  an  encenij  - 
ment  at  Valley  Forge,  where  he  might  he  near 
enough  to  the  British  army  to  watch  its  niovi  - 
menlH — keep  its  foraging  parties  in  clieck,  and 
protect  the  country  from  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy. 

On  the  ]lth  of  Uecember,  the  patriot  army 
left  Whitemarsh  and  crossed  the  6chuylkill  at 
Swedes’  Ford  the  same  day,  Viy  making  a bridge 
of  their  wagons,  all  bucked  to  each  other. 
Here  they  were  joined  by  Gener.al  Bolter  and 
his  brigade,  who  had  marched  from  a strong 
position  on  the  Gulf  Hill.  At  what  eiiact  time 
they  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Valley  Forge  is 
not  known,  but,  very  probatdy,  about  the 
16th.  The  next  Jay  Washington  issued  a pro 
clamation  to  the  army,  in  which  be  gives  his 
reasons  for  the  course  he  bad  pursaed.  This 
W iMi  interesting  document  and  breathes  the 
langutige  of  devoted  patriotism  thronglmul, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  evinces  the  cool  de- 
termination to  conduct  the  war  to  a happy 
close. 

“He.vu  Quarters  on  Srrn  TLKti.f,.  ^ 
Dec.  17.  1777.  | 

“ General  Orders.  The  Comrnunder-in-Chief, 
with  the  highest  satisfaction,  expresses  his 
thanks  to  the  ofSc-ers  and  soldiers  for  the  forti 
tude  and  patience  with  which  they  have  sus- 
tained the  fatsguea  of  the  campaign.  Although 
in  some  instances  we  have  unfortunately  failed, 
yet,  upon  the  whole,  Heaven  has  smiled  upon 
our  arms,  and  crowned  them  with  signal  suc- 
cess ; and  we  may,  on  the  best  grounds,  con 
dude  that,  by  a spirited  soutinuance  in  the 
measures  necessary  for  our  defence,  we  .^hall 
finally  obtain  the  end  of  our  warfare — Jnift- 
jxndence,  Lilerly  and  Peace.  These  .are  bless- 
ings worth  contending  for  at  every  hazard  ; but 
we  hazard  nothing — the  power  of  America 
alone,  duly  exerted,  would  have  nothing  to 
dr  sad  frjai  the  force  cf  Briliin.  i'et  we  etund 


{ mt  wholly  upon  our  own  ground.  FranCif 
j yii'ld-  us  every  .-lid,  and  there  are  reasoiis  to  be-* 
\ lieve  (lie  period  is  n-il  very  disnint  when  we  will 
J l ike  a mure  active  pair,  by  declaring  war 
I agaiii-t  liie  Iti  ilish  crown  Every  motive,  there- 
i fire.  irre->i-,[it)iy  urces  us,  uay,  coiiirn  in  J-i  us,  to 
a fir  m and  rnaiiiy  perseverance  in  oUr  oppositiou 
j iu  our  cruel  upfnessors — to  slight  dirlicu'ty, 
j en  lure  hardships,  and  continue  every  danger, 
i The  Gtuieral  ardently  wishes  ii  wer.  now  in  hia 
' power  to  conduct  the  troops  into  the  best  win- 
1 ter  qiiaru  rs  ; but  where  are  thej’  to  be  found  ? 

J Sliiiuld  we  r tire  to  the  iutei  ior  of  the  State, 

■i  we  should  tiiid  them  crowded  with  virtuous 
: citizens,  who,  sacvilicing  their  all,  have  left 
, Bliiladelfdiia  and  lied  l.iilier  for  protection;  to 
their  distresses,  humanity  forbids  us  to  add. 
i This  is  not  all  I — We  should  leave  a vast  extent 
!;  of  fertile  country  tu  be  despoiled  and  ravaged 
i by  the  enemy,  from  which  they  would  draw  vast 
; supplies,  and  where  many  of  oar  firm  friends 
■;  would  be  exposed  to  all  the  miseries  of  an  iu- 
sulliiig  and  wanton  depredation.  A train  of 
, evils  might  he  reiiuineraied,  tint  the-e  ftill  suf- 
, tice.  Tliese  considerations  make  it  indispeasa- 
I bly  necessary  for  the  army  to  take  such  a ncsi- 
^ lion  as  will  enable  it  most  effectually  to  prevent 
1 dl.'-tress.  and  give  the  most  extensive  security  ;■ 


J and  in  tiiat  position  we  must  make  ourselves 
I the  best  stiflier  in  our  power.  With  alacrity 
J aiid  diligence,  huts  may  he  erected  ih-.  I will  be 
t warm  and  d.ay.  lu  these  the  troopT  will  be 
I compact,  more  secure  azairist  surprises  than  if 
' in  a Viileil  state,  and  at  h ind  to  protect  the 
I country.  These  cogent  reasons  have  deter- 
\ mined  the  General  lu  take  the  post  in  the  neigh- 
s borliuod  lit  this  Camp,  and  influenced  hy  lliem.ha 
pursuades  himself  tliat  the  officers  and  soldiers, 

- with  one  lieart  and  one  mind,  will  resolve  to 
< surmount  every  iljfficulty  with  a fortitude  and 
patience  becuiniiig  tlieir  pruSes-ioir,  and  the 
) Sacred  cause  in  which  they  are  engirgej.  He 
\ himsidt-  will  share  the  tiard.-hips  and  partaLxs 
’ of  every  in.cnuyeuieiice.” 

^ Tiie  army  did  imt  reach  the  valley  till  about 
( the  IStli,  and  it  is  said  liiat  in  their  march  to 
i this  place  trom  U liileiiiarsh,  they  might  have 
\ beet,  tracked  by  the  tnood  id'  their  feet  over 
' the  hard  lroZ'*u  ground,  as  many  were  Compel- 
; led  to  travel  bavelooleil  ter  the  wanr  of  shoes. 
I ,'tccording  to  a rtcon.  mend  ituui  of  Congress, 

‘ the  whole  army  i inraged  in  religious  services, 
; and  observed  the  i!a^  Wiili  pubi.c  tliaiik-giving 
I aud  piraisa.  Ou  the  uioruiug  of  tL«  lUlh,  as 
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yir.  Lossinj;  observes  in  his  FielJ  Book  of  thf  | were  thus  comfortably  lodged,  Washington  oc- 
Fievolution,  they  spread  over  the  hills  of  Vnl-  | copied  liis  cheerless  marquee,  after  wh'.ch  ho 
ley  Forge  and  began  the  work  of  hutting  Ali  ^ made  his  quarters  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Potts, 
■was  activity  among  those  who  were  sufiiciently  s "Near  U asiiiiigton’s  quarters,  on  a gentle 
clad  to  allow  them  to  work  in  the  open  air.  \ elevation  by  the  river,  were  stationed  his  body 
Some  cut  down  trees,  otiiers  fashioned  tliem,  i or  life  guard,  under  the  comm-inj  of  Charles 
and  iu  a few  days  the  h-irracks.  erected  upon  j Gibbs,  of  Rhode  Island.  A little  to  the  right 
the  plan  of  a regular  city,  were  completed.  | of  tlie  guard  was  the  brigade  of  General  Mc- 
The  whole  number  of  men  vias  eleven  tliou-'and  | Intosh  ; and  further  up  the  hills  were  lb» 
and  ninety-eight  when  the  encampment  coin-  brigades  of  Huntington,  Conway’  and  Maxwell. 
nienceJ.  Of  this  number  two  tliou-^and  eight  s Between  these  and  McIntosh’s  brig.ade  were  a 
hundred  and  niHPly-eiglit  were  unfii  for  duty  redoubt  and  slight  intrench’menis  ; and  directly 
Tlic  British  army,  at  tlie  s.ame  time,  contained  ' in  front  of  tliem  was  a line  of  abates.  Nearer 
thirty-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-  \ the  Schuylkill,  atid  on  the  top  of  the  hid,  was 
sis  men,  of  which  nineteen  thousand  five  hun-  i the  hrigad.'  of  General  \'arnum,  near  a star 
dred  and  thirty  were  stationed  in  Pliiladelphla.  1 redoubt.  At  a distaiice  of  abont  a mile,  and 
This  latter  number,  alotie.  it  will  be  observed.  { forming  a line  from  the  Schuylkill  to  Valley 
was  nearly  double  th.at  of  iVasliington’s  ci  :u-  cree’;..  was  the  main  portion  of  the  army,  under 
mand.  Tlie  wonder  is  at  this  day,  after  hold-  \ Biig.idiers  Muiilenburg,  Weedon,  Paterson, 
ing  possession  of  the  city  for  nlmut  nine  months,  j Learned  Glover,  Poor.  Wayne,  Scott  and  Wood- 
uow  such  an  army  of  men  should  have  remain-  j ftrd,  with  a line  of  intrenchments  iu  front, 
ed  60  inactive  and  effected  so  liitle.  J Tlie  artificers  of  the  army  were  on  the  north 

“Washington  gave  explicit  directions  for  i side  of  the  creek,  opposite  the  General’s  quar- 
constructing  the  huts.  Me  ordered  the  colonehs  i ters  ; and  near  the  cotton  factory  w.as  the 
or  commanding  i.ffi'  Prs  of  regiments,  to  cause  ) arinv  bake-house.  There  was  also  an  irregu- 
their  meti  to  be  divid'd  into  parties  of  twelve,  S lar  line  of  intrenclinients  along  the  brow  of 
and  to  see  that  each  party  bad  its  proportion  ^ the  liill,  on  tl:e  south  side  of  toe  creek.  Not 
of  fools,  to  commence  a hut  for  rliat  number;  par  soutliward  of  Roger's  observatory  was  ii 

' redoulit. 


and  ns  an  encouragement  to  industry  and  ait,  ^ redoulit,  aud  near  it  was  Kuox’s  artlhery 
the  General  Drotui.^ed  to  reward  ihe  party  in  ,>  The  remains  of  this  redoubt  are  yet  very  prora- 
cacb  regiment  which  fini-lied  its  hut  in  the  ^ inent  iu  the  wood.s,  on  tlie  right  side  of  the 
quickest  ami  most  workmanlike  mantier,  with  \ road  le.ndiug  fiom  1 a'ley  Forge  to  Paoli ; also 
a present  of  twelve  dollars.  He  also  oiFored  a J the  redoubt  on  the  left  wing  of  the  encam-p- 
reward  of  one  hun.lred  dollars  to  tlie  ciScer  or  ^ ment,  (now  near  the  Readittg  railroad)  is  well 
soldier  who  sbe-uM  .substitute  a covering  for  the  ) preserved,  the  forest  protecting  it  from  detao- 
Imts  c'neaper  nml  more  qiiick  v made  tlitm  s lition.”  A temporary  bridge  was  thrown 
boards  The  following  were  t:,o  dimensioug  ; icros.s  the  ri-ver,  to  f icilit.ate  communic.ntions 
and  style  of  the  hu's,  as  giveti  in  Washington’s  ) with  tlse  surrounding  country.  While  Ihe  huts 
Orderly  Book  : ■■‘Fourteen by  .sixieeti  feet,  each,  s were  building,  Genera!  Potter  was  stationed 
the  sides,  ends  and  roof.s  made  with  log-;  tiie  \ some  distance  olf,  to  cover  the  main  army,  in 
roofs  made  tigli.t  with  split  slalM-,  orsome  other  ^ case  of  any  attack,  as  well  as  to  watch  the 
way;  the  sides  made  tiglit  with  elav;  a fire-  ) motions  of  the  enemy. 

place  made  of  wood  and  secured  with  clay  on  | Here,  after  an  arduous  campaign  of  four 
the  inside  fighteen  inches  tiilck  : ibi-  fire- >1  niontas,  during  which  iirither  party  obtained 
place  to  be  on  the  rear  of  (he  buls;  the  door  | a decided  ndrantage,  other  ih.an  good  winter 
to  be  in  the  end  next  the  street  ; ilie  door  to  bi>  ypi. iters  -it  Phiiadelpbia,  on  lli-  p-'fl  of  the 
made  of  solif  oak  .-labs  iinie-'-  Iiomiis  cm  be 
procured;  the  side  walls  to  i'e  six  fgi  i .ai  it  :•  '■ 
h ilf  nigh.  The  I'tseer-' |:i:  - • r.- 1..  ; .i  ii>  a li m ’ 
ill  Ih.e  rear  of  the  nor,  I s,  one  I,  II ?..  be  ..llnv.  ,d  ) 
eicb  genera'  i thc-r:  ■ '-i  to  (he  (T  e-eb  ^ 
brigide;  one  to  the  ■ ffi.-  r of  eacli  regi  { t..ey  weix-  ended  upon,  in  the  inid.st  of  compar- 
uieuf,  an  I one  to  every  ‘•"c'va  n -.n  c.-unniis-  j .a rive  inociior:  to  r;  ir  wi.'ii  rnrtuics  more  i.irid- 
eioiied  officers  au-J  sol  jiei  d.  ’ Unlil  hi»  .-nliicis  ’ inue,  inipl  ic.i'de  and  jeikniiil.  Iluiiger  and 


etniv.  1 be  - li  1 1 tered  reiind  a-  . .f  (be  AliiericiHl 
rmy  vaii.ly  -Might  r'']’e,-e  Tiiey  bad  marc’r.'  d 
:.'l  o.iiin' rr  III  1 ' c!“  d.  il.y  an'i  night,  in  en- 
e .v.irii  g I'.  *m(T1  the  lit -igns  1)1  a pnwiriul 
iie'iiv  i"t  .nr  c nn(!v  '|M.!  if«  Ii t’-i  ties  : now 
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naJscdnoss  R'sniicJ  that  fireary  vfintor  ciinn'  j 
■with  aii  tbeir  progeny  of  JiMaiM-  :iikI  wne.  i 
Tliitlier,  ar  we  i.ave  seen,  the  .sylfliei'S  o.iiiie  [ 
■wilb  iKlkeJ,  bleeiliii;'  feet,  anil  there  they  stit  { 
dowu  where  desliuilicn  lielil  court  ami  ruled  \ 
■with  au  icy  sceptre.  The  prevuleiice  of  Tory-  J 
ism  in  the  vicinity,  the  avr.ricious  pecuhitiosj.s  [ 
of  some  unpriiici pit cuitimi-.-iumM's — the  taniy  t 
Eioveuients  of  Cringi-t.-iS  iti  supplying  provi-  ^ 
eicns,  ami  the  close  pro.tituity  of  a puweiful  ^ 
enemy,  ccinhineil  to  make  the  procurenient  of  i 
provisions  absolutely  inipractio.-ible  ■without  a j 
resort  to  force.  JJut  few  horses  rvere  in  camp,  ; 
and  sucli  wa.s  the  deficienoy  in  this  re-spect,  for  < 
the  ordinary  as  well  .as  the  e str.-ipi din.ary  no-  , 
casions  of  the  army,  that  the  mrn,  in  many  - 
instances,  ciieerlnry  yokcil  ihernsnli-ps  tovclri- 
cle.s  of  their  own  conslruction,  fo'  carrying 
wood  and  provisions  when  prociired,  while 
others  performed  the  duty  of  p-ick-hor-ses,  and 
c^arried  heavy  burdens  of  fuel  upon  their 
backs.” 

Though  the  army  had  been  but  a few  day.s 
in  camp,  the  soldiers  beg^ni  to  sutf' r f r tlie 
want  of  sli.aw  for  IjJoing,  wi.ich  coul.l  tu  t he 
had  because  the  farmers’ of  tlie  suiToutniirjg 
country  wou'J  not  thresli  their  grain.  To  put 
a Stop  to  this  evasiou,  tho  following  nnh-r  wa.’< 
issued  with  the  iutentioii  of  remedying  this 
incouvenieuce : — 

By  His  Excellency,  George  W.r'^hington,  Es- 
quire, General  and  Gommau Jer-in-chief  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  i'lates  of  America. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  and  direction  to  me 
especially  given,  I hereby  enjoin  atn:l  require 
all  persons  residing  w ithin  seventy  miles  of  my 
head  quarters,  fo  thresh  one  h.ilf  of  their 
grain  by  the  first  day  of  M.-rrch  next,  ensuing, 
on  pain,  in  case  of  failure,  of  ii:ivirjg  ail  that 
shall  remain  i/i  ■sheave’’  after  that  pcrio'l  above 
mentioned,  seized  by  tiio  cotiinii.-saries  and 
quarter- masters  of  the  army,  aivl  pai-l  fm  a.'' 
strata.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  head  quar- 
ters, near  the  Valley  Forge,  in  Philadelphia 
county,  this  20th  day  of  Dectmiier.  lTc7. 

(Signed)  G.  V,  A.Sm.\CTO.V. 

PvOBEKT  II.  n.\BEisoN,  Secretary. 

December  had  now  but  a few  days  left,  and 
the  soldier.s  were  too  'lly  clothed  to  be  exposed 
any  longer  to  the  inclemency  of  the  seasm. 
For  up  to  this  time,  it  should  be  remembered, 
they  had  only  been  sheltered  like  their  com 
mandcr-ia  chief,  under  mero  tents.  Bebidc- 
the  wn-ut  of  straw,  blankets  and  clothiog,  theii 


sutTeriiigs  wei  e increased  by  tlie  want  of  provis- 
vi'iotia  fui'  the  coiiiiiii>sai  yA  departnieut,  iv  r.ich, 
throii'.zb  tiic  neglect  of  Coiigfe.'.-,  had  been  badly 
managed.  An  opinion  of  their  condition  and 
•ip(ieaiance  may  be  tdnned  from  the  loilow'.ng 
letter,  written  by  General  W.-iyne  to  the  late 
•ludge  Peters  lit  Philadelphia,  under  date  of 
Decendier  doth,  1777  : “ U'e  are  busy  in  form- 
ing a city.  M V peojde  will  be  coveied  in  a few 
days.  1 me. in  as  to  liuls,  but  halt  naked  as  to 
cl  uhiiig  ; they  are,  in  this  res['cct,  in  a worse 
condition  than  FallstatTs  recruits,  for  they  liave 
not  one  whole  .shirt  to  a brigade — he  bad  more 
than  one  to  a coinp-uiy.’’ 

At  what  time  IVasliington  left  his  cheerless 
marquee  for  the  house  of  Isaac  Potts  is  not 
? exactly  known  to  us,  but  it  was  either  on  or  a 
^ few  day.s  previous  to  the  2nd  of  January.  177&. 

' Here,  for  the  rnuainiler  of  i lie  'encam proenf, 

) was  hi.s  he.ad-quai  ters.  He  now  set  about 
I devising;  some  plan,  in  connection  with  Ids 
j ollicers,  for  refoiining  some  of  the  present 
i abuses  in  the  nimy,  and  to  .secuie  the  futuie 
' wrUare  of  the  si  liiicrs.  lie  ma  Je  sinuig  ap- 
> peals  to  Congress  on  the  sniji'ct,  and  on  the 
( lOtli  of  J iiuiary  that  body  appi.inttd  a co-jimit- 
I lee,  con.'isling  id’  Me.iisrs.  Dana,  Heed,  Folsern, 

( Carroll  atni  Gouvei ncur  Morris,  to  proceed  to 
j Valley  F.fge.  Wa'-hington  there  laid  before 
^ them  a cointiatnicatioii  extending  to  fifty  foiio 
) pages,  cotitaining  the  sentiments  of  himself 
' and  officers.  This  fit  med  the  basis  of  a report 
) the  committee  made  to  Consi  ess,  .after  reniain- 
1 itig  neariy  three  months  in  the  camp.  This 
^ rej'ort  was  in  the  main  adopted 
s As  the  winter  advanced,  ns  might  have  been 
■ expected  under  the  circumstances,  their  sutfer- 
,•  ings  increased.  “At  no  poriotl  of  the  w-ir,” 
s siys  Oiiief  .lustica  Ma r.-liall,  the  historiau, 
j "had  the  American  army  been  reduced  to  a 
i siiuation  of  greater  peril  than  during  the  win- 
; tvf  at  Valley  Forge.  More  tlian  once  they  were 
/ absoluti.  ly  w it  1-iout  food.  Even  while  theirc-on- 
1 dition  wa.a  le.-^s  desperate  in  this  respect,  their 
( stock  of  pr.ivisioiis  was  so  scanty  that  there 
( was  seldom  at  any  time  in  the  stores  tt  quantity 
^ suthcieni  tor  the  use  ot  tlfce  troojis  for  one  week* 

; Consequently  had  I he  enemy  moved  out  in  force, 
< the  Ami-ric  in  army  couM  not  ha ve  coiuinned 
i ill  camp.  The  want  of  provisions  woul  l have 
if-rci'd  them  out  of  it;  aiid  their  denloralde 
;i  c iidi-ion,  with  re.‘ p^ct  to  clolhe.s,  disabled  them 
'/  from  keeping  the  tieid  iu  tl,e  winter.  The  re- 
• 1 luruB  of  the  first  of  February  exhibit  the 
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toniffliing  numlier  of  3.089  men  in  cnmp  nnfif  ' reariy  to  enter  anew  tipon  the  fields  of  strife 
for  duty  for  nontof  c'othoii.  Of  tin-;  number,  j fur  liie  o.a-.i.-ie  of  fieednni.  It  Wis  or.e  of  the 
scarcely  a nmu  had  a pair  of  slmcs.  liven  ' most  frvinj^  scenes  in  the  life  of  \Va.=  bin'^ton, 
among  tliose  returned  caj.ab'e  of  d.oing  duty,  '■  hut  a clomi  of  doubt  .seifiom  darkened  the  .=  e- 
very  many  tvere  so  badly  clad  that  p.'ipo.'iiri?  to  ' rene  atmn.rphet .e  ct  liis  hopes  II«  knew  that 
the  colds  of  the  season  mu-^t  have  dtstroved  ' the  cau'C  was  ju'^t  and  holy^  and  his  faith  and 
them.  Although  tl;e  total  of  the  army  exoeeded  .■  lufl  ietice  in  God  as  a defemlor  and  helper  of 
17,000  men,  the  present  erO-ctivc  rank  and  tile  •'’right  were  a.s  steady  in  their  mini^tratioms  of 
amounted  to  oniy  0,012.  The  relnrns  i hi  oiigh-  s vigor  to  hi?  .soul,  as  were  (lie  pulsations  cf  Ids 
out  the  winter  do  not  essentially  vary  from  that  <;  heart  to  his  active  limb''.  In  perfect  reliance 
which  has  jus'  been  parlicuia!  ly  stated.”  The  upon  Divine  aid,  lie  moved  in  the  miilst  of 
situation  of  the  camp  i.s  Mtcli,  wrote  tienera I ■' cru-^hed  hopes,  and  platined  Virilliant  schemes 
Varuum  to  Geu.-r’i!  Gieeti.  on  the  12di  of  Fell-  i for  future.”  Isaac  Piitt.s,  at  whose  house 
ruary,  “ that  in  all  human  probabGiiy  tiie  ai  my  J Washington  was  riiiartereil,  relates  that  one 
must  di.ssolve.  M iny  td’  the  iroups  are  desti  sdiv,  while  the  .•\mericans  were  encamped  at  • 
tote  of  meat,  and  are  several  ilays  in  arrears.  I V .-illey  Forge,  he  str-rlled  up  the  creel:,  wiien. 
The  horses  .’aie  dying  for  want  of  fora'.re.  The  t from  his  dam,  he  heaid  a snlcmti  voice, 

country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp  is  exhaust  •'  He  vialked  quietly  in  liie  direction  of  it  ar.d 
ed.  Tliere  can  not  be  a moral  cei  taitdy  ) s;iw  W.isliington’s  horse  lied  to  a saplioL'.  In 
of  bettering  our  conditibii  while  wc  remain  > a thicket  near  by  was  the  beloved  ci’.ief  upon 
here.  Wliat  co.isequences  have  we  rationally  his  knees  in  pr  yer.  bis  ciiceks  satl’used  witii 
to  expect?”  On  the  IGih  IVasliing tor.  wrote  te.irs.  Like  Moses  at  tiie  Bush,  Isaac  fel!  that 
to  Governor  Clinton:  “For  seme  days  past  he  was  upon  holy  greund,  and  withdrew  um  b- 
there  has  been  little  less  than  a famine  in  camp  i served.  He  was  much  agitated,  ai.d  on  eiiler- 
A part  of  the  army  has  been  a week  without  < iiig  the  room  wliere  his  wife  was  he  btirst  into 
any  kind  of  flesh,  and  the  rest  three  or  four  S tears.  On  her  inquiring  the  cause  he  infortr.ed 
day.s.  Naked  and  starved  as  they  .are,  we  can-  .>  her  what  he  iiaJ  seen,  and  added:  “ If  there 
not  enough  admire  the  incomparable  panence  ' is  any  on  this  earth  wiior.i  the  Lord  will  listen 
and  fidelity  of  the  soidierv,  that  tl;ev  have  n-Jt  ^ to  it  is  George  Washington;  and  I feel  a v re- 
been,  ere  this,  excitcii  by  their  sufl’erings  to  a ^ sentiment  that  under  sueii  a commam.ler  there 
general  mutiny  and  de.sertion.”  “It  w-is  with  I;  can  be  no  doubt  of  our  evontnally  establishing 
great  difiiculiy,”  says  Dr.  Thatcher,  in  lii.s  hn-  ; our  independence,  .and  that  God  in  his  provi- 
litary  .Journal,  “'hat  nmn  enough  could  Im  j deuce  has  willed  it  so.”  A distinguislie'i  for- 
fou.i  i in  a C’.i'idifion  fit  t-i  di-cliarge  the  mill-  J eigti  otacer  related  to  .Mr.  Thatcher  “ chat,  at 
tary  camp  du'ie.s  from  day  to  d.ty,  atid,  fur  this  | one  time,  he  was  waliiitig  with  General  'Wash- 
purpose,  tho.se  who  weie  naked  bon-uwed  of  c ingtou  among  the  huts,  wiien  he  heaid  many 
tlio-e  wlin  had  elntbes.  The  arm  v,  inaee’l,  wa.-  J vcicos  echoing  tlnnugli  the  open  crevices  be- 
not  witliout  coiisolaiion,  tor  ids  excellency,  the  ! tween  the  logs,  ‘AM  jpoy,  no  cioihe!’,  nn  provi- 
cominanjer-iii-chief,  whom  every  s>ildier  vene-  ’■  sions,  no  rvni  !'  And  when  a tiiiseralde  wretch 
rates  and  loves  manifested  a fatherly  coiicein  j was  seen  flitting  from  one  hut  to  another,  hi.s 
and  feliow-fee'.iiig  fir  tiieir  stifTerings,  and  j n-ikeduess  was  only  covered  by  a dirty  blot. bet. 
made  every  exertion  in  liis  poiver  to  renmdy  the  Then  he  despaired  of  independence  for  Amer- 
evil  and  to  administer  the  muoU  desired  relief.”  1 ica.” 

‘‘  Yet,  amid  all  this  siiriVriiig,  day  alter  day,'’  i,  .“riiortly  after  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  and 
as  Mr,  Lossing  remarks,  “ surr’’un'i.  J by  t'rost  ^ when  the  British  began  to  approach  the  Sehuyl- 
and  .snow,  (for  it  was  a winter  of  crf'at  severi-  \ kill,  Congress  was  in  session  in  Pliiladelphia, 
ty,)  patriotism  was  still  warn)  ami  iinptful  in  I but  in  consequence  adj  -ui'iieil  to  Lai.c :'cr, 

the  hearts  of  the  suldieis,  and  the  love  of  .stdl  < where  they  a<=seml/i‘d  t ti  liie  27. h of  .S’-ptsm- 

waa  merged  into  the  one  li'.ly  scr'itnent,  /■)!■■:■  ber.  Tlicy  iluti  a’Dantied  Hie  s-une  d.y  f > 

of  counfry.  .VilliO'igli  n .‘'■•■.v  ferMe  not-s  rf  ^ V 'lk.  w'lris  th"y  me.r  on  tfie  n:  d •.■•jiifin- 

di.sconieni  wer-'  heard,  ami  .syrMtomr  of  inten-  ' ue.l  their  sittings  lh>rr  until  the  i.o’iti.-h  i •,■  •.•- 
tiotlS  to  ab.indon  the  C iO..-'  •'•.'.•c  V’siidr,  ' -I  ; t;  Ue  1 the  c'.fv  t'.lO  f 'lawing  sM.’.t.ier.  \..'=li- 
the  great  boiiv  cf  tiri*.  '-a  ri'.’r  ph’iian',  w-  r»  ’o  ;tO!i,  in  a ..’IWr  i.j  Covyr:;-'?,  d"t»d  r’.-iry 

canieiu  lo  w.iit  for  the  b’M.Iitig  spring  ai.  i 27th,  says  ; “ Baron  giteuL  .’3  h.is  ’i',  rive  I 
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camp.  He  appears  to  be  much  of  a gentle-  s 
man,  anil,  ns  fur  as  I have  hti'J  an  opportunity  ^ 
.of  ju'lgiiig.  a man  of  military  knowieflge  and  ] 
acquainted  with  the  world.”  This  is  tlie  ear-  ^ 
Hesl  inforination  we  possess,  of  an  otlicial  char-  > 
Hcter,  of  this  distinguished  soldier’s  arrival  < 
liere,  who  was  afterwards  to  play  a conspicuous  i; 
part  iu  the  drama  of  the  revolutiou.  \ 

“Before  the  opening  of  spring,”  says  Mr.  ^ 
Woodman,  in  his  manuscript  History  of  the  | 
Valley  Forge,  “ the  fuel  necessaiy  for  the  pur-  ) 
pose  of  keeping  the  half  clad  and  famished  s 
soldiers  warm,  was  so  far  exhausted  tliat  a \ 
further  supply  had  to  be  obtained  from  a dis-  ^ 
tance,  and  such  was  the  scarcity  of  the  means  ' 
.of  conveyance  that  it  had  to  be  brought  to  the  ■ 
camp  by  ra‘'ans  >)f  manual  labor.  Often  have  s 
I heard  people  who  remembered  tlie  time,  fes-  \ 
pecially  my  mother,)  mention  of  their  having  < 
seen  the  soldiers,  particuliriy  those  from  the  ! 

s 

Eastern  States  and  some  of  the  subordinate  ; 
officers,  who  could  best  endure  the  rigor  of  the  j 
winter,  yoke  themselves  like  oxen,  and  on  ' 
tentporary  sleds,  formed  for  the  occasion,  haul 
fuel  in  this  way,  some  of  it  a distance  rf  more  s 
than  two  miles,  eiglit,  nine,  ten,  or  more,  ; 
•forming  a team  and  using  grape  vines  to  draw  i 
them  with  in.steaJ  of  ropes.  And  vthen  pro- 
visions and  other  necessaries  bec.ame,  in  like 
manner,  exhau.sted.  requisitions  had  to  be  made  i 
from  people  living  more  remote  froru  the  s'uine, 
and  foraging  p.irties  had  to  be  sent  to  scour  > 
various  sections  of  country  in  order  to  obtain  ' 
and  secure  sustenance  fur  the  famisliing  army,  J 
and  when  thus  obtained  the  conveyance  of  ( 
iliem  to  tlie  place  was  attended  with  a great  | 
.deal  of  inconvenience.”  ^ 

It  may  be  great  to  lead  a powerful  army  on  ( 
-to  victory,  but  surely  it  was  greater,  in  Wash-  ) 
■ington,  to  pres  rve  the  shattered  remnan's  of  | 
this  discouvnge'i  h-ind  together,  when  we  mi,iht  > 
eay  the  eueniy  was  trampling  over  them — s 
■when  Congress  could  do  hut  little  for  them — \ 
-when  starving  families  at  home  were  weeping  ,• 
■for  their  return,  and  when  there  seetiied  scarce-  ^ 
jy  any  other  prof.pcct  before  them  hut  niisera-  .> 
fale  defeats.  It  was,  indeed,  an  arduous  task  1 
to  keep  together  and  supply  with  provision-  { 
this  army  of  »ulT.  ring  m.-n,  t'lit  •he  c''-iraet?r  ■■ 
of  Wa-itit\gtan  stood  O'lbly  forth — tii-.;!it  and  , 
day  hi-  clforts  w.-re  odmo-t  nnre-i-ing  h r t.hrir 
comfort  and  conveiiiei'Ce.  As  a la-t  re-m  t,  he  ; 
compelled  those  will  had  wiiiil>eh.i  provisions  to  1 
J'urnish  them  f irthwith.  'J'heir  aeoe.-eity  obligeii 


him,  in  this  instance,  to  treat  the  Arneriean 
toiiea  with  as  little  conaideration  as  the  Eng- 
lish sohliers.  In  obedience  to  n resolution  of 
Congress,  he  had  issued  the  proclamation 
already  given,  re-qulriiig  all  the  farmers  within 
seventy  milesof  thecampto  thresh  outlialf  their 
grain  by  the  first  of  March,  under  the  penalty 
of  having  tiio  whole  seized  as  straw.  Many 
farmers  refused,  defending  their  grain  and  cat- 
tle, and  in  some  instances  burning  what  they 
coul'l  not  defend.  On  the  other  band,  the 
British  paid  in  gold,  (which  was  very  scarce  in 
those  paper  nioDpy  days,)  for  every  thing  they 
wanted  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  at  high  prices, 
which  induced  many,  in  spite  of  the  penalties, 
to  incur  the  risk.  Amongst  them  were  many 
young  men  who  had  tied  from  their  homes, 
either  to  e-cape  from  serving  in  tlie  army  or 
of  save  their  tines.  They  usually  carried  poul- 
try, meat,  eggs.  Hour  and  grain  : and  brought 
back  calico,  lea,  colTee,  au-d,  what  was  of  great 
importance,  salt.  Many  were  arrest.-ed,  found 
guilty,  and  publiciy  whipped,  and  their  things 
forfeited  to  the  captors.  The  horses  taken, 
when  tit  for  draught  or  ura-goon  service,  were 
required  to  be  sent  to  the  quarter-master  gen- 
eral of  the  camp,  who  paid  the  full  value  for 
them. 

Amidst  this  gloomy  prospect  the  time  was 
not  allowed  to  pass  altogether  away  without 
being  occasionally  enlivened  by  a joke.  The 
f'diowing  anecdote  was  related  by  Col.  Allen 
ArLeati.  who  was  in  service  here  during  the 
whole  peiiod  of  the  encampment.  It  was  told 
:o  .lohu  F.  Watson,  the  annalist,  and  was  pub- 
li-lied  iu  tlie  Collections  of  the  Pennsy Ivauia 
Historical  Society.  On  tlie  merning  of  the 
17th  of  March,  being  St.  Patrick’s  day,  some 
of  the  Penn,-y Ivania  Germans  made  a Paddy, 
and  placed  it  at  a couspicunus  place  in  cam.p, 
to  tlie  great  indignation  of  the  Irish.  They 
assembled  in  huge  bodies  underarms,  swearing 
for  vengeance  against  the  New  England  troops 
there,  .saying  they  had  got  up  the  insult.  The 
ali'.iir  threatened  a very  serious  issue  ; O'-ine  of 
tlie  ollicer.s  could  appease  them.  At  this  time 
Vi’.isliingtoti.  having  ascertained  the  entire  inno- 
cence of  the  New  Eagl  i'id  troops,  rode  up  to 
tin;  Irish  ami  kindly  and  fee'ingly  argued  witu 
llieui;  and  then,  .a-  if  highiy  incensed  agn.nst 
the  perpetruti-rs,  leqi.iested  the  Irish  to  sltow 
the  ofiemii  r.s  and  he  would  see  them  puni.-hed, 
['hey  C'luM  not  designate  any  on".  “ ’■Veil,” 
-aid  W'.uliliigloti,  with  great  proiuilnes-,  j 
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!oo  ata  a lofer  of  Patrick’s  day,  and  must  ! 
Settle  the  aft'air  by  making  all  the  army  keep  ! 
the  day.’’  He,  therefore,  ordered  extra  di  iak  \ 
to  every  mau  of  his  commaud,  aud  they  all 
made  merry  and  were  good  friends.  Thus,  for 
many  years  afterwards,  St.  Patrick's  day  at  ^ 
Yalicy  Korge  farmed  a .subject  of  conversation 
among  t’ae  .soldiers  whenever  they  met  and  w.is  ; 
not  soon  forgotten  among  the  rather  mcuoto 
nous  duties  cf  the  camp.  j 

From  the  Orderly  Dook  of  .\djutant  Irvine,  ; 
under  date  of  April  2.)th,  the  following  extract  ^ 
is  taken  : “ Complaint  having  been  made  by  \ 
Mr.  Dowees,  proprietor  of  the  alley  Forge, 
that  the  soldiers  pull  down  the  houses  and 
break  up  the  timbers  of  tlie  buildings  which  is  , 
called  Valley  Forge,  the  comman Jer-in-ciiict 
strictly  forbids  all  persons  from  datnaging  the 
said  buildings  aud  works,  which  he  linpes  will 
be  particularly  attended  to,  espeoi.ally  wlien  . 
they  consider  the  great  lo-'S  that  air.  Uewees  ' 
has  already  suffered,  and  t’ue  great  waste  oar 
army  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  commit- 
ting upon  the  Wood  and  other  improvements.” 
W.cshington,  in  a letter  to  Congress,  from 
'amp,  dated  the  oOth  'of  April,  says:  *•  Caron 
Steuben’s  length  of  service  in  thefir.vt  military 
seiiGo!  in  Europe,  aud  his  former  rank,  pointed 
him  out  as  a person  peculiarly  qualified  to  be 
at  the  head  of  this  department.  This  a;  penr- 
ed  the  least  cxc;sptiouub!e  way  cf  introducing 
him  into  the  army,  and  one  that  would  give 
him  the  most  ready  opportunity  of  displaying 
bis  t.ilents.  I therefore  proposed  to  him  to 
undertake  the  oKice  of  inspector  general,  which 
he  agreed  to  do  with  the  greatest  cheerfulncs.s, 
sed  has  performed  the  duties  cf  it  with  a zeal 
and  inteiligence  equal  to  oar  wishes.”  So  sat- 
isfactory were  the  services  of  Steuben  that 
through  the  i ecouisnendatiou  of  Yv’.a.-hingtou, 
Congress  appoirAsd  him  a major-general,  on 
the  following  nth  of  jlay.  So  eager  was  he  to 
serve  in  the  American  army  that  he  at  first 
joined  as  a volunteer,  but  be  was  not  loi:g  in 
this  position  before  his  knowledge  of  military 
tactics  showed  itself,  .^s  is  well  known  he  was 
one  of  the  most  thorough  disciplinarian.s  in 
Europe,-  and  it  was  through  his  talents  and  in- 
structions that  our  men  acquired  a facility  and 
precision  in  drill,  which  soon  after  enuhied 
them  to  carry  the  Revrlulion  to  a giorious  Icr- 
roinafioir.  Mr.  ileadiy  gives  the  following  in- 
teresting eketcu  of  Steuben,  at  ^’al!!■y  Forge; 
more  sorry  iutroduction  to  our  army,  for 


one  who  had  served  in  Europe,  could  not  we!} 
be  conceived.  He  had  found  our  cities  in  pos- 
session' of  a powerful  enemy,  and  when  lie 
came  to  loiik  for  the  force  that  was  to  retake' 
them  lie  saw  only  a few  tliou.saiid  fami.-liej, 
half-naked  men,  looking  more  like  beggars  than 
soldiers — Cooped  up  in  miserable  log  huts, 
dragging  out  a desolate  winter  amid  the  siraw. 
.\s  the  doors  of  these  liovels  oricned  he  beheld 
men  destitute  of  clutliiog,  wrapping  thein.-^elves 
up  ill  blankets,  and  muttering  complaints 
ag-iinst  Congress,  wliicii  couU  treat  them  with 
such  injustice  and  inhuiiianity  He  was  as- 
tonished, aud  declared  limi  no  European  niriy 
Could  be  kept  together  under  such  sufi’erings. 
.^i!  discipline  was  gone,  aud  the  troops  wei  u 
110  belter  than  a ragged  hoide,  with  scarcely 
the  energy  to  struggle  for  self-preservation. 
There  was  hardly  any  cavalry,  but  slender 
artillery,  while  the  guns  ami  aocoiilremeuts — 
a large  portion  of  them — were  unfit  r u-^e. 
Our  tirmy  had  never  before  been  in  sucii  -t  s-ata, 
ami  a m-u'e  unpropitious  time  for  Steuben  to 
enter  on  his  work  could  uot  have  been  selected. 
Xothing  daunted,  however,  and  with  all  the 
.-ympaibies  of  his  noble  nature  roused  in  our 
i behalf,  he  began,  as  soon  as  spring  opened,  to 
; instruct  both  officers  and  men.  His  ignorance 
s of  our  language  crippled  him  at  fii'^t  very 
i;  mac'.i  ; while  the  awkwardness  of  our  m'litia, 

\ who.  g.itheved  .a“  they  were  from  every  quar- 
' ter.s,  scarcely  knew  the  manual  exercise,  irri- 
1 tated  him  beyond  measure.  Siill  the  soldiers 

- loved  him,  for  he  was  mindful  of  their  sutfer- 

s 

1 ings,  and  often  his  manly  form  was  seen  stoop- 
ing  through  the  dcors  of  their  hovels,  to  min- 
ister to  their  Wants  and  relieve  tlieir  distresses, 
f It  was  his  practice  to  rise  at  three  o’clock  in 
\ the  morning,  and  dress  his  hair,  smoke,  and 
\ take  his  cup  of  coffee,  and  at  sunrise  to  be  la 
^ the  saddle.  By  that  time,  also,  if  it  was  a 
' pleasant  day,  be  had  the  men  marching-  to  tl.a 
; fifhl  for  tiicir  morning  diill.  First  he  would 
< place  them  in  a Hue,  then  pass  along  in  front^ 
carefully  examiuing  their  guns  and  accnnire- 
metiis,  and  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the 
'/  subordinate  oificeis.  The  fruit  of  this  labor 
j soon  appeared  in  tbs  improved  couditi-ui  of 
hi.s  men,  and  Wasliiiigfoii  was  v?ry  mud?  im- 
pressed with  the  value  of  his  services.  Owing 
^ to  his  recoinmeiidalioii  he  was  made  '.nspector- 
. general.  Thi.s  branch  of  tlie  seivici  now  re- 
,1  c-.'ived  the  attention  it  deserved,  and  disciplina 
before  irregular,  or  practiced  only  under  par- 
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ticiiUr  lender?,  wiis  introduced  into  every  por-  ; f ellifreuce,  cniitaiiieJ  in  the  postscript  of  the 
tion.  All  the  )U  IM  iigeiuent?,  even  to  the  mi-  ^ I’eiiasy  Iv.uiia  O'l/crt/e,  of  the  Llvl  inst:iut,  omj  of- 
mitest,  were  phiiiued  oii  1 pert'cclej  hy  Steul.u'ii,  ; fer  up  n thniihsgiviug,  uiiJ  deliver  u discourse 
iiud  ilie  v:ist  ii'.ucidiiei y of  i,\ir  tinny  bepsu  to  ^ suit-ibie  to  the  occ.isiou.  At  litilf  p;i,-t  ten 

move  in  h ■.  ■ntouy  niid  order.  I!  " hud  tnie  , o'cltu o c.iiniun  wi'l  he  tired,  v.  iiich  is  to  be 

conipmv.  v.l‘-eh  lie  dr-ih  d i j (he  h':;lu-st  [ 'ilnt  ; a sigo-.l  lor  the  iiit-n  to  be  uuuer  anus;  the 
of  di'oi;.  iiiie,  ,.s  o lujd.l  to  iusii  ttci  tl.ooilievs-  i bii_,-'i  le  iuspooturs  wiii  ll. on  inspect  their 'Iress 
The  reenltof  tililhis  tv.  s sivti  iti  ti:e  very  next  , :iod  .'ir'.iU',  and  I'niu  l:io  battaliuns  iiceoiJitig 
cumpaiga,  at  Lite  bntilt  f Vfusi;  ■ to  the  i.nstruo' ion , given  them,  and  .ntuiourico 

ington  there  rallied  Lis  Tncu  when  in  full  rc-  , to  the  c nuniauding  ufocers  of  the  brigade  that 
treat,  an]  biought  tl  itito  .action  under  tiie  ^ the  haltalietts  arc  formed.  The  canin.anderd 
voryblr.ic  t he  tuerny's  gaas.  They  \t  hevled  j of  brigades  will  then  appoint  the  field  c.Qicer 
like  vetei  an  tfoOps  into  iiieir  places  uad  then  ' to  the  haitalbjns,  aifer  which  each  batialiou 
moved  stead!  y on  the  foe.”  ^ will  bo  oi  dined  lu  ioail  and  groumi  tlieir  aims. 

Winter  ha  i ilisapprared  and  spring  was  now  \ At  half  past  eleven  a second  cannon  will  be 

Iiere  and  with  it  had  brought  the  1st  0i  May.  | fired  as  a signa'  for  the  in, arch;  ufion  which  the 

Washington,  in  consequence,  was  now  begin-  ;•  several  brigades  will  begin  their  m.iich  by 
uiiig  to  make  piepo ra liuos  fur  bis  men  to  lake  . wheeling  to  the  right  by  plafooas,  and  proceed 
the  field  foi  the  summer’s  campaign.  On  this  > by  the  nearest  way  to  the  left  of  their  ground 
day  he  issueii  more  stiingeut  order.s  relative  to  i by  the  new  [losltion.  This  will  be  pointed  oat 
deUnqnent  effioers — also  in  regard  to  keeping  . by  ibe  brigade  inspectors.  A ihli  d signal  will 
more  regular  returns  and  raore  correct  accounts  then  be  given,  ou  which  there  will  be  .a  dis- 
of  tilt  actual  slate  of  the  army  — the  number  i charge  of  thirteen  cannon;  .after  which  a lun- 
of  men  on  duty  — the  number  of  siclt.  in  hos-  tiitig  fire  ot  the  intaniry  will  Vaegin  on  the  left 
pitals  and  absent  on  I'urluuoh,  and  also  reiti-r-  'i  at  the  sec  uid  line  and  C iiilinue  to  the  light, 
ating  the  orders  to  the  oaicers  to  have  liieii  Upm  a signal  given  the  whole  army  will  huzza, 
men  clean  dressed  on  nii-i.d?,  and  oclier  matte  is  ^ " Lumj  iice  the  •;  '\t  J r-.ince T'ae  a rti.iery 
in  common  with  the  rte-nla’.ions  of  the  camp,  < then  begins  ag-.'n  air.i  uies  tiurieeii  i iunds; 
and  I'lirccit'd  that  thes  em ders  were  to  be  posted  ; this  will  be  suecee-.ed  by  a secunJ  g.  ueral 
up,  with  strict  injunctions  that  they  siiouid  not  • dtscuarge  ct  p.insketry  in  a iiuii-.’.i._  i.r,  , .and 
be  removed,  t,  huzza,  “ Lonj  live  the  jeiendltj  Kiifopean 

By  the  tielp  of  tlie  important  success  of  the  S era.’  ’ The  last  Jiscuargs  of  Uiirteoii  pieces  of 
surrender  cf  General  Burgoyue  at  .Saratoga^  ® artillery  will  be  given,  tolluwed  by  a general 
Dr.  frnukliu  negoiiat'.d  a treaty  of  alliance  ( al  running  tire  and  huzza,  ‘The  American 
with  France,  Febluavy  Ctli,  1773;  by  which  ' Ftates  F ” 

timt  govtniiueut  duly  acknowledged  our  iude-  ' On  this  day  Wa.sl. ington,  with  liis  lady  and 
peuileiioe.  intelligencj  cf  tl.is  event  did  not  < suite,  Loid  .Stirling  and  liis  lady,  with  other 
reach  the  camp  till  the  1st  of  .May,  over  two  ^ general  officers  and  ladies,  attended  the  reli- 
aud  11.  half  months  I'rotn  the  time  the  treait'wus  gious  services  of  the  .Jersey  brigade,  when  the 
eigne.].  Ga  hearing  news  so  iiuspdci. ms,  IV'nsh-  1 Rev.  Mr.  r»unter  delivered  a discourse,  Af- 
ingtriii,  on  the  7th,  issued  tiie  following  general  terwarus  all  the  Ouicer<  of  the  army  as.-embled 
order  ; — ^ and  part.aok  of  a coli.ition  piovide.l  by  the 

•■ft  having  plc.a.sed  the  Almighty  Ruler  of'  commander  in  chief.  When  he  took  his  leave 
the  universi*,  to  ilel'end  thecituse  of  the  United  ’ there  was  universal  huzzaing,  ‘‘  Lonj  live  Gen- 


Aniericaii  ■Siale'.,  and  finally  to  raise  up  .i  p>ow- 
eriul  fiiriid  'imong  the  piinces  of  the  oartb,  to 
establish  our  liberty  and  iude|)eiidence  upon  a 
lasting  f.iiia.iaiioi),  ii  bec  .lues  us  to  set  apart 
a day,  for  gr  iteiully  iickiiowltd'zitig  the  divine 
goo, loess,  and  ce'.eb'’.»ting  I lie  impiortant  event.  ‘ 
wliicli  we  owe  to  bi.s  divine  iriterp  isition.  The  ’ 
several  brigade.s  rive  to  be  iv-emljUd  for  this 
putq.rse  nt  nine  o'clock  to  jnoriow  iiioniing,  J 
when  their  cliapiaius  will  communioale  the  in- 


1 era!  W'jnhiripfon 

; A»  an  act  of  c'einency  worthy  the  occasion, 

' Vybieiiington  issued  the  fallowing;  ‘•The  Cora- 
mnudtr-in  Chief,  in  season  of  general  joy, 
t:ike.s  occ.'isiaii  to  proclaim  n.irdnn  and  veinase- 
iiieiit  to  ail  ( ersuiis  now  ill  cmtiuenient.  wiiether 
ill  the  provost  or  in  any  otiier  pd ' s.  This 
lie  i.s  induced  to  do  that  liio  infiuei.ce  of  p.ios- 
perity  may  be  as  extensive  as  po.ssibie.  Even 
those  that  merit  puuishmeul  rather  than  favour. 
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BhoaU  not  be  excluded  the  benefit  of  an  event  i 
eo  intei'estic"  to  oinnklud  us  that  wLicU  has  | 
lately  appeared  to  the  affairs  of  America.  He  i 
hopes  the  indulgence  'a'iH  not  be  abused,  but  \ 
excite  gratitude  and  produce  a ch.iugc  of  con-  ? 
duct  and  an  aliowance  of  every  practice  iiicon-  $ 
sistant  with  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  conn-  J 
try.”  He  also  remarked  the  satisfaction  it  j 
afforded  him  to  see  the  improvement  in  the  ( 
discipline  and  arrangements  of  the  camp,  nnd  | 
presents  his  thanks  to  the  Caron  iStcubeu  and  | 
the  gentlemen  acting  under  him  lor  their  indc-  \ 
fatigable  exertions  in  t!;e  discharge  of  their  > 
offices,  the  good  effects  of  which  were  so  evi-  i 
dent.  I 

In  this  season  of  general  joy  the  enemy  1 
endeavored  to  injure  the  Ameiican  cause  by  J 
preventing  enlistments.  Washiugton  on  hear-  ) 
ing  this  published  a reply  or.  the  23d  of  the  i 
month,  from  which  the  foliowing  is  an  extract:  i 
“ A most  scandalous  report  has  made  its  ap-  i 
pearance  in  the  Philadeiidiia  Evening  Post,  of  j 
the  3d  of  this  month,  having  ail  the  appear-  > 
atice  of  a genuine  act  of  Congress,  setting  ! 
forth  that  those  brave  men  who  have  enlisted  i 
or  have  been  drafted  to  serve  in  the  contineu-  < 
tal  army  for  n limited  time  are  nevertheless  to  \ 
be  detained  during  the  war  between  the  United  j 
States  and  Great  Britain.  The  Commander-  ^ 
in-Chief  as.sures  the  army  that  this  publica-  > 
tion  is  as  false  as  it  is  wicked,  and  is  intended  J 
to  induce  those  who  have  already  enlisted,  or  ^ 
Lave  been  drafted,  to  desert,  or  to  intimidate  I 
others  from  engaging  into  the  service  of  their  s 
country.  Our  enemy  finding  themselves  una-  > 
ble  to  reduce  us  by  the  force  of  their  arms  are  s 
now  practising  every  insidious  art  to  gain  t 
time  and  disunite  us.”  5 

Duiing  the  spriug  a number  of  discharged  j 
soldiers  and  vagrants,  taking  advantage  of  the  > 
distresses  of  the  army,  went  abjui  intimida-  | 
ting  the  country  people.  No  sooner  did  Wash-  J 
ington  hear  of  the  outrages  and  impositions  i 
which  were  practiced,  than  he  issued,  on  the  ^ 
29th,  the  following:  “Tlie  Co.mm%nder-in-  \ 
Chief  has  been  informed  tliat  it  is  a common  i 
practice  for  soldiers  to  go  about  the  country  i 
and  make -Uie  of  his.  name  to  e.xtort  from  the  | 
inhebiCauts  by  way  of  sale  or  gift  any  'leces-  < 
saries  tliey  may  want  fir  themsflves  ur  otherM.  j 
Fie  strictly  enjoins  it  upoii  ail  officers  to  take  j 
the  most  effeclual  a'u'a.-ures  to  elr.p  a practice  j 
to  daring  and  icf.imous,  and  assures  all  con-  | 
cernod  that  if  any  person  sh.ai!  he  detected  in  j 


tho  commission  of  it  they  will  bfl  punished 
with  every  mark  of  disgrace  and  severity.” 

On  the  ITtli  of  May,  .Sir  Henry  Clinton  suc- 
ceeded Sir  William  Howe  in  the  command  cf 
the  British  army,  in  Philadelphia,  the  latter 
having  returned  to  England.  The  ministry,  in 
their  instructions  to  the  former,  ordered  him  to 
evacuate  the  city.  He  had  resolved  to  do  so  as 
early  as  the  23rd  of  the  month,  and  proceed,  by 
water,  to  New  York  ; but  fearing  both  a block- 
ade of  the  Delaware,  by  the  French,  and  a de- 
lay from  head- winds,  which,  in  either  event, 
might  lead  to  the  capture  of  New  York  by 
Wa.3hiugton,  he,  in  couseipuence,  changed  his 
plan  with  great  secrecy,  to  cross  the  Dela- 
ware below  Philadelphia,  and  to  proceed  di- 
rect by  land  with  his  army  to  New  York. 
In  the  meantime,  Washington,  informed  of  the 
evident  intention  of  the  enemy  to  evacuate 
Philadelphia,  placed  his  army  in  a condition  to 
march  immediately  at  the  beating  of  the  drum. 
Dy  a resolution  cf  Congress,  Wa.shington  was 
directed  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  officers  of  the  army,  before  leaving  Valley 
Forge.  The  army  was  now  in  good  condition, 
both  as  respects  equipage,  dress  and  discipline, 
and  numbered  about  15,000  men  fit  for  service. 
The  late  news  from  France,  besides,  had  made 
the  soldiers  cheerful,  as  they  looked  to  the  fu- 
ture with  bright  anticipations.  The  gloom 
that  had  settled  over  the  suS'ering  band  at 
Valley  Forge  in  the  winter  had  now  disap- 
peared. The  calm  and  majestic  countenance  of 
Washington  alone  remained  unchanged.  Bright 
and  beautiful  June,  the  month  of  roses,  was 
here,  and  the  cold  and  piercing  blasts  of  the 
past  winter  were  forgotten  amid  the  prepara- 
tions to  be  in  readiness  to  jeovo  at  a moment’s 
warning. 

Washington  was  awaiting  their  departure 
with  considerable  interest,  and  in  a letter  to 
Congress,  on  the  15th,  thus  expresses  himself 
on  this  matter:  ” Our  expectations  that  Phila- 
delphia will  be  evacuated  in  the  course  of  a few 
days  are  again  up.  The  information  received 
yesterday,  through  various  channels,  and  in  a 
pretty  direct  way,  would  seem  to  place  the 
matter  almost  ou  the  footing  of  certainty.” 
When  the  Biutish  lauded  \o  the  fall  to  march  to 
Phtlauelphia,  their  army  numbered  upwards  of 
18,009  men,  and  though  their  loss  iu  b.ittle  was 
small,  aud  tiiclr  comfortable  quarters  had  kept 
them  uousu.'iliy  healthy,  yet,  chiefly  through 
desertion  they  were  actuuliy  reduced  to  less  than 
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11,000  at  their  departure.  Immediately  on  f have  been  given  ; but  there  yet  remain  in  cur 

hearing  of  the  evacuation,  Washington  vri-ofe  a S Ciillectioiis  a number  of  fact-*  wli'ch.  for  the 
letter  to  Congress,  on  the  18th  of  June,  inform-  t want  of  a proper  con m-ction,  m e deftried  for 
ing  them  of  the  event.  It  appears  by  this  | the  close  of  this  article 

that,  down  to  the  very  moment  the  troops  weie  ! In  no  period  of  tlie  Uevoluiion  w-is  ilio  char- 
put  in  motion,  he  was  puzzled  as  to  what  route  | acter  and  reputation  i>f  Washiogton  more  s*  re- 
the  enemy  would  take,  and  even  of  his  destina-  I ly  tried  than  wliile  here.  Tlie  tnoiMes  that 
tion.  I have  already  been  detailed  would  have  Imeu 

“I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  Congress  < sufliciciit — yes,  more  than  sufiicit'iit — for  any 
that  I was  this  morning  advised  by  Mr.  Roberts  ) ordinary  man  to  bear.  It  is  btlieved  th.-it  not 
that  the  enemy  evacuated  the  city  early  this  < one  commander  in  a thousand,  if  placfd  under 
morning.  lie  was  down  at  the  middle  farry,  ! simil-ir  circumstances,  could  have  eil- ctrd  wl.'at 
on  this  side,  when  he  received  the  intelligence  i IV.avhington  ilid  ; for  few  men  enuM  h.ave  se- 
from  a number  of  citizens,  who  were  on  the  ( cure-f  the  influence,  may,  the  devoted  allectiniis, 
opposite  shore.  They  toU  him  that  about  | of  the  soldiery,  which  was  so  essential  to  sue- 
three  thousand  of  the  troops  had  embarked  on  | ooss,  amid  such  trying  scenes.  Wh-  t we  now 
board  transports.  The  destruction  of  the  j particularly  mer.u.  and  to  which  no  .ai!n>i,m  has 
bridge  prevented  him  crossing.  I expect  every  \ yet  been  made,  is  the  attempted  con-piracy  to 
moment  official  accounts  on  the  subject.  I | supplant  Wasldiigtou  as  commander, in-chief 
have  put  six  brigades  in  motion  ; and  the  rest  > for  some  other  more  designing  person.  The 
of  the  army  is  preparing  to  follow  with  all  < P'of  v?as  conceived  amidst  the  most  trying 
possible  despatch.  IVe  shall  proceed  tow.ards  , times  of  the  camp.  In  this  combinaiinn  were 
Jersey,  and  govern  ourselves  according  to  cir-  ? General  Conway,  General  Gates  and  General 
cumstances.  As  yet,  I am  not  fully  aware  | Lee,  all  three  toreigiier?,  and  who  v^eie  bmiev- 
of  the  enemy’s  destination'  nor  arc  there  | ^d  to  boat  the  head  of  the  movement.  In  con- 
wanting  a variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  route  j nection  with  them  wei'c  sevenil  members  of 
they  will  pursue,  whether  it  t.'iil  he  by  land  or  f Congre.ss,  whose  names  it  h.as  been  difficult  to 
sea,  admitting  it  to  be  to  New  York.  Some!  ascerrain,  as  tlie  .affair  was  conducted  with  iicnt 
think  it  probable,  in  such  case,  that  the  part  \ secrecy.  But  it  is  known  that  General  M Sin, 
of  their  army  which  crossed  the  Delaware  will  ^ of  Bi-nnsylvania,  and  Samuel  Adams,  of  Mas.-a- 
march  down  the  Jersey  shore  some  distmxe  | chusetts,  besides  two  or  three  others  in  the 
and  then  embark.  There  is  other  inteiligence  j New  England  delegation  and  one  fiom  Yir- 

corrobnrating  Mr.  Roberts,  but  none  official  is  1 ginia,  were  of  the  numher.  Their  inti-ntion, 

yet  Come  ” J it  is  believed,  wai^  to  place  General  Gates  to 

.Maj  .r  Gc’  eral  Charle.s  Ree.  with  six  brigades,  i the  supreme  command  on  account  of  the  laurels 
on  tho  evening  of  the  kOih,  crosse-.l  the  Dela-  < he  had  won  at  Saratoga.  It  is  supposed  that 
ware,  atOoryell’.s  Ferry.  Washington,  with  the  J Conway  was  the  most  active  among  the  secret 
main  b-idy  of  the  army,  at  the  same  time,  was  < enemies  of  Wn.shington,  He  was  an  Irishman 
at  UoylestnvTu,  where  he  stayed  over  night,  \ by  birth,  hut  received  his  military  educ-ition 
Though,  in  thi.s  march,  the  weather  was  very  ! in  the  French  service.  He  wa-*  appointed  In- 
riiiny,  lliey  still  pushed  on,  and  on  the  evening  r .specter  General  in  M-iv.  1777  an-!  'hiengh  the 
of  the  22'l  had  all  cros.sed  the  Pidawitre,  and  ' recommendation  of  tVa-iiingt'o-,  Si.-nh-n  -li- i-t- 
the  23mi  fmu'l  them  engaged  with  the  ene.  | 'y  after,  hecam  • hi-*  siioce-sor.  D'-r  og  to.-  h - 1 
iny  in  tho  mcmor.ab'e  battle  of  Monmouth,  i I e of  Germaotowh.  he  was  -'i-c  vere  I li*  G-u- 
Tbu.s  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  breaking  upof  the  j era!  Reat-i  faud  General  Cadwiillaili  r.in  a t .rna- 
enc  impment,  that  the  army  was  exacCy  six  hou-e  inste-id  o'’  being  in  the  -icti-.n.  Sh-.-t 

months  at  Valley  Forge,  having  come  there  S ly  afterw.irds,  when  he  sought  promntii  n tV'-m 

December  19th,  1 7i  7,  and  leaving  the  folio  wing  j Congress  for  Mtij.^r  General,  this  circnm-i-ince 
18th  of  June.  We  believe,  through  all  the  re-  ; was  mentioned  by  C-idtvallad-T,  whiath  led  to  a 
volution.ary  war,  at  no  other  place  Insd  the  | challetige  from  Conway.  The  re-ult  w.-is  a 
Americans  so  great  a numher  of  men  together,  | duel  with  Cadwalla,!er,  on  the  4ih  of  July, 
aud  for  so  great  a length  of  time,  as  here.  ) 1778,  by  which  the  former  was  tvoun  lr-t  in  the 
The  arriv.al,  trials,  sufferings  and  depart-  | face.  Believing  his  end  near,  he  sent  an  apo- 
rtffl  of  tho  Americas  army  at  Valioy  Forge  J logetic  letter  from  Rhiladolphia,  on  the  28r-I 
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VALLEY  FORGE. 


of  month.  He  recovereJ,  however,  and  < series  for  the  support  of  their  respective  forcea. 
« mi  ■ iKie  lifter  went  lo  fnince.  Conway  was  > These  occasional  skirmishes  had  the  effect  of 
a ()  nr  siune,  literary  acquirements,  and  it  j producing  much  fear  auj  consteruation  among 
i.s  k'Miivn  that  he  was  the  auihur  of  several^  the  luhabitants  of  the  neighborhood.  It  is  be- 
Hiiiinym  U'  louers  in  di'^paragi'iiient  of  Wash-  j lisved  that  there  was  but  one  person  executed 
ington,  -fvernl  of  which  were  signed  De  Lisle.  < at  the  camp.  This  T#as  a man  who  had  coma 
iMr.  L'i."ii;g.  in  .''je  iking  of  this  conspiracy  ) from  rhiladelphia  in  the  character  of  a spy. 
ra  kt‘“  tlie  following  jadieijus  remarks  : “ The  i It  is  giatifying  to  our  pride  that  one  of  tha 
first  uup.iriaiu  In 'vemrnt  in  this  cou.spiracy,  ^ most  important  commands  at  Valley  Torge  was 
was  the  sending  of  anonymous  letters  to  the  J given  by  Washington  to  General  Peter  Muhlen- 


^ berg,  a native  of  this  county.  Never  was  high 
ers  were  i trust  placed  in  better  hands.  -The  portion  un- 

was 


President  of  Conirress,  and  to  Patrick  Menr 
then  G ivernor  of  Virginia.  Tiic-se 

fiilod  witli  complaints,  in-iiiuations.  and  exag-  j der  his  charge  lay  nearest  the  city,  and 
gented  si  ■. te’.uents,  a.-ci  ihing  tlie  tjisfoi  tune.s  j protected  by  intrench meuts,  and  had  at  any 
of  the  army  to  the  incopnciiy  or  ill-timed  policy  ^ time  in  attack  been  made,  this  would  have  very 
of  the  oomniaini  r in-chief  Similar  letters  ^ prooiibly,  from  its  situation,  felt  the  first  ef 


Were  .s'-i,i  i.i  diff.  reot  members  of  Congress, 
and.  It  i.i  h.hevej,  to  Some  of  tlie  presiding 
■ tfic':'-  f oomo  of  the  Stole  L“gl'lature.s. 
V>  a-oi'iL't  >n  w t>  , 'y  .onri.Sed  of  these  secret 
ni.ici'.i t;o  .o.  ont  -i  t • t > t 
putiltc  wood  n'od;- 
enemtei,'  lie  satd.  in  a ii  itert.i  th-e  Trcoldi’iit 
of  Conere.s-i,  winoi  the  iimiter  hec  nne  the  sub- 
ject of  0 ori-e^poad,  nee.  't-ike  an  uogeaerou.s 
advantage  of  me.  Tney  know  the  delicacy  of 


fects.  While  General  hlulilenberg  was  here  be 
was  in  the  occasional  priictioe  of  visii'ng  his 
aged  lather  at  the  Trappe,  eight  miles  distant. 
For  this  purpose,  he  would  generally  start  in 
•t  ! tic  j -alou-y  of  the  ^ the  evening  and  return  c.irly  next  morning, 
-uff '1  in  silence.  OIv  $ J'resnnii.ig  that  these  visits  would  be  repeated, 
the  enemy  made  several  attempts  to  capture 
him,  ,ind  on  one  occasion  he  was  only  saved  by 
the  deetness  of  Ills  horse. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1790, 


my  situatiou.  and  ll,  .t  nn  lives  uf  policy  de-  ( and  after  his  second  term  as  President  of  the 

United  Slates  had  nearly  expired,  and  was 
tlurcfore  about  to  retire  to  the  shades  of  pri- 
vate life,  Washington  concluded  to  see  Valley 
Forge  once  more,  the  scene  of  so  iriany  toils 
and  struggles.  For  the  information  respecting 
this  visit  I am  indebted  to  niy  friend  Henry 


prive  me  of  the  iiefcn.se  I -night  othertv'ise  m ike 
agaiinst  t'teir  insiilbncs  attacks,  Tliey  know  I 
C iniiot  c nnb at  their  insinuations,  liowever  in- 
jurious, wi'.lnnit  di-closing  secrets  which  it  is  ' 
of  the  utmost  moment  ti)  conceal.’  ” Charles  i 
Thomson,  who  was  S'crel-irv  of  Congress  for  j 


fifteen  consecutive  year.s.  in  .-■pe-akiog  of  the  ' Woodman,  who  derived  it  from  his  father,  who 
Congre.ss  that  sat  at  York,  while  the  Ciitish  j at  the  time  was  engaged  in  plowing  on  his 
had  possession  of  Pliila^lel;  hia,  and  among  ; farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  encampment.  It 
whom  was  the  f.iction  th.T  was  Opposed  to  Wash-  | was  in  the  afternoon  that  he  observed  an  elderly 


ington,  as  a body  of  weak  men.  compared  to 
former  delegations.  *■  H ippily  for  America,” 
says  a distingui.-iht'  i ''rUer,  “ il"’re  wa«  in  the 
character  of  W-ishington  .soraecliing  which  en 
nbled  him,  notwithst.. tiding  the  di.-cordant  ma- 
terials of  wliich  his  army  was  composed,  to  at- 
tach both  his  officers  and  soldiers  so  strongly 
to  his  person  th  it  no  di.«tress  coul  1 weaken 


niao,  of  dignified  appearance,  on  horseback, 
dressed  in  a plain  suit  of  black,  accompanied 
by  a colored  servant,  ride  to  a place  in  the 
road  nearly  oppo.site,  when  he  alighted  from 
his  liorse  and  came  into  the  field  and  cordially 
took  his  hand.  He  told  him  he  had  called  to 
make  some  inquiry  concerning  the  owners  and 
occupants  of  the  different  places  about  there, 


their  affections,  nor  impair  tim  respect  and  ^ and  also,  in  regard  to  the  system  of  farming 
veneriitiou  in  which  he  was  hvM  by  them  To  | practised  in  that  part  of  the  country — the  kinds 
this  is  to  be  attribiiteil  the  pre-i'i  va  tion  of  at  of  grain  and  vegetables  raised — the  time  of  sow- 
respectable  military  fToe  uuii -r  circnin.staiices  ? iiig  and  planting  — the  best  method  of  tilling 
but  too  weii  c.ilcnlate  l for  i.'.s  di-so'ution.”  j the  ground  and  numerous  other  questions  re- 
Du'ing  the  'me  tint  the  army  lay  at  Valley  | haling  to  agriculture.  He  also  made  inquiry 
Forge,  no  eiiga„crncnt-<  took  place,  e.xci-pt  with  > aftir  cettiiin  families  in  the  ncigliboi  hooJ.  As 
foraging  par'  cs  at  SaUiie  ihetai'ce,  who  wetej  .answers  were  given  he  noted  thera  down  ;a  a 
then  scouaing  the  ejuu'ry  in  seni'ch  of  ueccs-  f book.  Mr.  Waodraian  infovmc'l  hitn  that  he 
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BISIORY  OF  MONTGOMERY  COL'NTT, 


could  not  give  as  correct  answers  ns  he  wished, 
for  he  had  not  been  brought  up  to  farming,  and 
besides  had  ouly  moved  in  the  viciniij  since 
the  war,  though  be  had  been  in  the  army  while 
it  was  encamped  here.  This  gave  a new  turn 
to  the  conversation.  The  straii'rcr  informed 


writing  material.  We  gazed  at  this  depository 
and  other  objects  around  with  considerable 
interest,  hallowed  as  they  are  by  so  man^'  as- 
sociatioas  of  the  times  that  *■  tried  men’s 
souls.”  Adjoining  is  a wing  one  and  a-half 
stories  high  and  alnr.t  twenty-four  feet  in 


him  that  he  had  also  been  in  the  army  and  at  ^ lenglh,  which  has  been  built  since  the  war,  but 
the  camp,  and  that  as  he  e.vpected  to  leave  the  i it  cccunies  the  site  of  a smaller  structure  that 
city  in  a few  mouths,  with  the  prospect  of 
never  returning,  he  had  taken  this  jouvney  to  ' 
visit  the  place  which  had  been  the  scene  of  so 


was  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  Mrs. 
Wasl'.ington.  In  a letter  to  a friend  this  lady 
mys  : ” The  General’s  apar'ment  is  very  small : 


much  suffering  and  disttess,  and  see  how  f.ar  \ he  has  ha:]  a log  cabin  built  to  dine  in,  which 


the  inhabitants  bad  recovered  fiotn  its  effect?. 
On  being  informed  that  his  uaitio  '.vas  George 


has  made  our  ouaiters  much  more  tolerable 
than  they  were  at  This  property  is  at 


Washington,  he  told  hi.m  that  Lis  appearance  1 pmaont  owned  by  H nnah  Ogden. 


was  so  altered  that  he  did  not  recognize  him, 


ThcfO  .are  various  remains  of  the  er.camn- 


or  else  he  would  have  paid  more  respect  to  his  \ i^.cat  still  vi.^iblc.  Ou  the  road  to  Port  Kenue- 


late  commauder  and  now  the  chief  rongi3tr.ate  1 


dy  is  r-  portion  of  ground  unenclosed,  belong- 


of  the  nation,  lie  replied  that  to  see  the  poo-  | ing  to  V.’illiam  Henry,  Esq.  On  this  tract  the 
pie  happy,  and  the  desolate  fields  recovering  j foumlaiions  of  the  hut  occupied  by  Baroo 
from  the  disasters  they  had  experienced,  and  j SteuLeri  arc  still  visible,  and  the  ground  un- 
to meet  with  any  cf  his  old  companions,  nov/  1 disturbed  where  be  used  to  drill  his  soldiers, 
peaceably  engaged  in  the  most  useful  cf  all  i Several  extensive  redoubts  and  breastworks  on 
employments,  afforded  him  more  satisfaction  | the  soutii-easl ern  side  of  the  hill  are  s'.il! 
than  all  the  homage  that  could  be  paid  to  hia  i pointed  out.  ’i'hcce  consist  of  large  embank- 
person  or  station.  He  then  said  that  pressing  I meats  cf  earth,  nrrnugcd  one  after  the  other 
engagements  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  ) along  t'ue  slope  of  the  hill.  The  redoubts  now 


be  in  the  city  that  niglit,  and  taking  him  by 
the  hand  bade  him  an  affectionate  farewell. 
Such,  dear  reader,  was  Washiuston’s  last  visit 
to  Valley  Forge. 

The  house  occupied  by  Wa.rhinglcn  r.s  bis 
head-quarters  is  still  standing,  liaving  under- 
gone but  little  alteration  since  that  time.  It 
■was  owned  in  the  revolution  by  Isaac  Potts,  tiie 
proprietor  of  the  Forge.  It  is  a t'wo  story  stone 


lie  in  the  depths  of  the  forest,  and  their  out- 
!tnc.s  as  well  as  the  foundations  of  many  of 
the  lull--'  are  still  easily  recognized.  On  tho 
property  now  owned  by  Jacob  Massey  is  a fort 
in  a good  stale  of  pre.^ervation  Its  outlines 
are  tho.-o  of  an  equalateral  triangle,  forty  yards 
in  Iciiglh  and  about  five  feet  high.  As  most 
of  the  bind  on  which  tlic  encampment  was  is 
ptiil  in  a slate  cf  nature  and  has  therefore 


building,  situated  near  the  Reading  railroad,  j gcucr.illy  remained  unmolested,  it  has  been  the 


The  main  portion  of  it  has  a front  cf  about 
twenty-four  feet  and  thirty-three  in  dsptb. 
The  outside  front  is  of  dressed  stone,  poi.uted. 
The  interior  wood  work  is  still  in  a good  state  : 
of  preservation,  and  with  care  this  builiii:;g  ; 
may  be  made  to  last  for  centuries,  as  its  walls  ; 
appear  to  bs  as  durable  as  when  first  built.  I 
No  one  familiar  with  our  revolutionary  history  | 
can  enter  the  room  which  served  the  grc.at 
chief  for  nearly  half  a year,  both  as  a recep- 
tion room  and  bed  chamber,  and  where  he 


means  of  [irc  u-rvlng  the  greater  part  of  the 
remains  to  thi.s  ibiy,  though  upwards  of  eighty 
years  h.ave  rcdlcd  uway  tiuce  that  eventful  pe- 
riod. 

Relics  are  still  occa.=ioaaily  found  by  persons 
living  in  t!;e  vicinity.  William  Henry,  Jr., 
has  a number,  found  on  his  father’s  farm, 
T/hlcI)  ho  recently  exhibited  to  u.s.  Among 
them  were  hcver.al  petvtcr  buttons,  witli  thn 
figures  7,  8 and  10  on  them  ; no  doubt  intend- 
iuv  to  show  the  regiment  or  brissde  to  which 


wrote  many  important  despatohes,  without  i they  belongc.l.  Also,  spoons,  biiynncts  and 
feelings  of  the  deepest  emotions.  In  the  sill  ^ ■fragmonts  of  n locks,  looking  consMera- 


be-idi-i  a variety  of  nu;-k‘t 


of  the  east  window  of  this  room,  and  out  of  | bly  lime- 
which  can  be  seeu  a considerable  portion  of  ^ b:i!!y,  rmur  of  whi'  h wore  of  a 1-irge  size, 
the  camping  ground,  is  still  pointed  out  a small  < tVilliom  P>.  K noedy,  in  the  spring  ot  l.-'.oT, 
rough  box,  as  having  oontaiaeJ  his  papers  and  | t'urned  ’sp  With  the  plow,  ca  hta  faru,  eeveral 
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twelve  and  sixteen  pound  balls  and  several 
hatchets,  ^The  latter  were  ab''ut  the  usual 
size,  but  shaped  precisely  lU;o  a chopping  axe. 

IX. 


SPFtlXGTIELD. 


The  township  of  Springfield  is  bounded  on 
the  north  and  north-east  by  Upper  Dublin, 
east  by  Cheltenham,  south  and  south-west  by 
Philadelphia,  and  west  and  north-west  by 
Whiiemarsh.  Its  central  distance  is  about 
eaven  miles  from  Norristown.  .Its  greatest 
length  is  six,  and  greatest  breadth  two  and 
a-half  miles,  with  an  area  of  lour  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-throe  acres.  No 
township  in  the  county,  and  probably  in  the 
State,  is  so  remarkably  irregular  in  its  form. 
Its  outline  on  the  county  map  justiy  cxeites 
the  wonder  of  a stranger, ^being  a narrow 
belt  extending  to  the  Schnylkili  of  only  one- 
third  of  a mile  in  width  and  three  aaJ  a quar- 
ter in  leugth.  The  reason  why  it  was  laid  out 
in  this  manner  is  given  near  the  close  of  this 
article. 

The  surface  of  Springfield  is  agreeably  di- 
versified with  hill  and  dale,  and  the  soil  is  na- 
turally fertile,  containing  excellent  limestone. 
Edge  Hill  is  the  most  considerable  elevation 
and  extends  nearly  through  ths  centre  of  the 
township  for  a distance  of  about  two  miles  in 
a north-east  and  south-west  direction  and 
crosses  the  Bethlehem  turnpike  south  of  Ileu- 
dricksdale.  Church  Hill  begins  in  the  north 
corner  of  the  township,  near  the  Upper  Dub- 
lin line,  and  after  a distance  of  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile,  extends  into  Y/hiteniarsh 
Besides  limestone,  bpringflelJ  contains  mi- 
neral wealth.  Iron  ore,  at  this  time,  is  exten- 
sively dug  on  the  farm  of  Jacob  :Server,  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  noUh-west  of  llendrieks- 
dale,  and  keeps  a number  of  teams  eniployed 
in  hauling  it  to  the  furnaces.  A mlla  and 
a quarter  north-east  of  this  village  ore  w.as 
also  dug  iu  considerable  quantifies,  hut  within 
a recent  time  has  not  been  worked. 

Immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  ScLuyi..ill, 
in  Philadelphia,  but  n ijoining  this  township, 
is  an  extensive  soapstone  quarry,  whicii  is  de- 
serving ef  notice.  li  forincriy  bolc  iged  to  the 


ITon.  John  Freedley,  of  Norristown,  but  siuccr 
his  decease  has  come  in  possession  of  Samuel 
F.  Prince,  his  nephew,  who  resides  near  by. 
It  is  leased  and  worked  by  Joseph  Davis,  who 
generally  lias  from  seven  to  eight  hands  em- 
ployed in  quarrying  and  loading.  The  stones 
are  remarkable  for  withstanding  the  etiecis  of 
fire,  and  iu  which  consists  their  chief  value, 
and  are  therefore  extensively  used  iu  pudJliDg 
furnaces  nf  iron  works,  rolling  mills  and  lime- 
kilns. After  being  quarried,  they  are  generally 
dressed  here  on  the  spot  into  large  square 
^ blocks  so  as  to  answer  for  immediate  u.-^e  in 
^ walls.  As  it  lies  but  a few  yards  from  the  c:s- 
> ual  and  railroad,  it  possesses  great  adveantages 
( for  sending  the  stones  to  raarket.  IVbeu  we 
I were  here,  in  August,  lS-j8,  a canuV  boat  was 
I leading  with  them,  <and  we  were  infornied  that 

1110  inconsiderable  quantity  was  annually  ship- 
ped to  finglaud.  A few  yards  below  thisquarry 
the  railroad  has  a station  called  Soapstone, 

^ '.vhere  there  is  also  a batleau  ferry  for  [ as-eu- 
^ gers  across  the  Schuylkill.  The  landing  place 
t on  the  opposite  side  is  a few  yards  above  th'5 
j mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  iu  Lower  Jlerion  town- 
j ship. 

I The  V/issahickon  Creek  flows  nearly  through 
^ the  centre  of  Springfield,  but  only  for  half  .a 
V mile,  in  vrhich  distance  it  propels  a grist-mill, 
t The  next  considerable  stream  is  Sandy  Run, 

> Sowing  near  its  uorthern  corner,  which  also  pro- 
^ pels  a grist-mill.  A suiali  stream  flows  for 
some  dictance  through  the  centre  of  the  town- 
ship, and,  like  Sandy  Run,  is  a branch  of  tha- 
IViisahickon.  These  are  all  steady,  consttint 
streams. 

? Spriugfle’d,  both  in  area  and  population,  is 
the  smallest  township  in  the  county.  In  175d, 

< it  contained  16  landholders  ; iu  1711,  29  taxa- 
;;  bles  ; in  1823,  166;  in  1ST9,  20-3  ; and  in  1S58, 
j 238.  According  to  the  census  of  1810,  it  cou- 
'ainej  350  inhabitants  ; in  1820,  6-39;  iu  1830, 

' 668;  in  1810,  095;  and  in  1850,  713.  From 
^ its  proximity  to  the  city  the  population  has 
\ considerably  increased  within  the  last  six  years, 

; an, I may  probably  be  afthls  time  13u0. 

> This  township  is  well  improved.  The  North 
^ Pennsylvania  Railroad  passes  through  the  en- 
' tire  width  of  Springfield,  a distance  of  two 
^ miles  in  a northwest  direction,  close  to  tho 
UiqerDubiia  line.  This  road  was  completed 
'■  iu  lo36  to  Gwynedd,  auil  in  1837  to  the  Lehigh 
, River.  . The  Chestnut  Hill  and  Spritighou  •e 
tui-npiko  passes  through  tiic  township  upwards 
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HISTORY  OF  MO^■TaOMERT  COOKTT, 


of  one  nnl  a-lialf  miles.  The  Riilpe  anil  the  » of  1705.  speaks  of  Flourtown  as  being  “a  vH- 
Geriiiantown  am!  Perkionien  pikes  pass  only  a 5 Inge  containing  .'i.x  teen  or  seventeen  5 welli  iigs  ” 
short  distance  throiigii  tiie  narrow  belt.  An  { Gonion,  in  his  Gazetteer  of  I’ennsy Ivauia,  pub- 
ttccount  of  these  roads  is  given  in  our  ar-  j 'i.-ln'd  in  ISO.'!,  mentions  it  as  then  containing 
tide  on  liiteiiiarsh.  The  Wissahickon  turn-  J iwrntv  uwcllings. 

pike  begins  at  Fiourtown  and  runs  direct  to  i [leu  Ji  icksd.ale  is  also  situated  nn  the  Chest- 

thtf  I’i  !gu  pike,  a dislr.nce  of  two  and  a-lialf  J nut  Hill  and  Springhouse  turnpike,  and  is  a 
miles,  and  for  nearly  two  miles  is  on  the  line  ^ mile  below  Fiourtown,  and  the  same  distance 
between  Springiield  and  rhiladelphia  It  was  ^ above  Chestnut  lliil.  It  contains  one  inn,  a 
finished  in  18-5.5  anrl  crosses  the  Wissahickon  \ steam  saw-mill,  a carpenter,  blacksmith  and 
creek  by  a covered  fr.ime  bridge  one  hundred  i vvhcelwriglit  shop,  and  twelve  houses.  It  is 
and  thirty-three  lec-t  long.  The  Sediuylkill  1 ten  and  a half  miles  from  Philadelphia.  Sev- 
Navigation  p.isses  on  its  southwest  e.atrnr.ity.  5 eval  handsome  residences  have  been  erected 
According  to  the  cen.-us  of  1850.  Fpringudd  ^ here  within  the  last  few  years, 

contained  one  hundred  and  fourtet n houses  and  ' At  the  extremity  of  the  long  narrow  strip  on 

sisty-fivs  farms.  In  the  vicinity  of  Chestnut  - the  ,8chuy!kill,  three  stone  houses  have  been 
Hill,  and  built  within  the  last  si.x  years,  are  ' built  wiihin  a fev/  years  past.  It  has  a front 
several  splendid  country-.=eat3,  owueJ  ehie'.ly  i of  about  oue-third  of  a mile  on  the  river,  and 
by  Philadelphians,  and  occupied  as  sv.miner  rises  here  iu  a rocky  elevation, 
residences.  Ic  contained,  in  Vay,  1853,  fire  1 Springfield  no  doubt  received  its  name  from 
inns  and  two  stores.  According  to  the  tricu-  | a parish  in  Essex,  England.  There  are  also 
Eial  assessment  of  1853,  the  real  eitate  was  j two  villages  so  called  in  .Scotland.  On  Holmes’ 
valued  at  S35d.Slfi,  and  the  horses  and  neat  ; map  of  original  surveys,  made  between  ld62 
cattle  §18,C5d.  Education  is  not  neglected  in  1 uiid  lb35,  this  township  is  marked  as  •*  Guii- 
SpringSeld,  and  for  the  schocl  year  ending  . clma  ?.Iaria  Penn’s  Alanor  of  Springfield.”  At 
June  1st,  1857,  four  schools  were  open  eight  | this  day  it  has  tlie  same  singular  outline  as 
months,  .a, tended  by  three  hundre'l  and  forty-  ( given  in  the  aforesaid  map.  At  the  time  it  was 
nine  scholars,  and  31.031  were  levied  to  defr.ay  j laid  out  for  this  lady,  she  requested  that  a 
the  expenses  of  the  s.'uno.  i st; ip  should  be  attached  to  it  leading  to  the 

Fiourtown  is  the  larccst  village  in  the  town-  | Schuylkill,  so  that  forever  afterwards  both  her 
ship,  and  is  situated  cu  the  Chestnut  Hill  and  ; and  her  successors  would  have  the  privilege, 
Spriughouse  turnpike,  twelve  miles  north  of.'  whenever  they  desired,  to  reach  the  river  by 
Piiiladelphia.  It  contains  four  inns,  two  store.-^,  \ their  own  land.  This  will  explain  the  origin 
a church,  a blacksmiih  and  wheelwright  .shop,  \ of  ibis  singular  beit. 

and  forty-two  houses  which  are  mostly  scat-  | Some  account  of  this  lady  may  not  be  amiss, 
tered  along  the  pike  for  the  ui-tance  of  three-  { 3ho  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Springett, 
quar'ers  of  a mile  to  the  Whitemar.'^h  line.  .V  S of  Darlington,  in  Susses,  who  was  killed  iu 
turnpike  leads  Irom  here  to  the  Ridge  pike, the  civil  wars,  at  the  siege  of  Bomber.  Men- 
two  and  a-liaif  miles.  The  Presbyterian  church  J liou  is  made,  in  English  history,  of  Herbert 
was  built  iu  1S57,  and  is  a handsome  two-story  J .Springett,  of  Broyle,  in  Sussex,  who  was  made 
stone  building,  and  has  several  acres  of  ground  i a baronet  by  Charles  II,  in  lb52.  This  was 
attached.  Its  front  yard  is  laid  out  in  neat  i probably  tl.e  father  of  the  aforesaid.  After 
w.ilks,  .and  none  had  been  buried  here  up  to  < Ill's  nr.^t  religious  visit  to  tlie  continent  and  in 
•August,  1858.  This  was  the  first,  and  up  to  ; the  2Sih  year  of  his  age,  William  Penn  mar- 
thc  .present  time,  the  only  chmen  in  the  town-  j rie  1 Guiichna  .Alaria  Springett,  who  possessed 
ship.  This  village  is  ati  ancient  setiiemeiit.  s [n-iucinles  similar  to  his  own.  She  died  in 
Before  1719  there  was  a laiil  iu  the  neighbor-  > li/.!  l,  leaving  him  ,a  widower  for  several  years, 
hood  on  the  Wissa.hickon,  but  iu  Wliitemarsh,  'i  when  he  subseqiuntly  married  Hannah  Callow- 
to  which  the  people  c une  a great  uAtance  for  ; hill.  It  is  a singuiur  circumstance  in  the  life 
flour.  It  was  from  this  circum.-tance  that  • of  Penn,  that  both  his  father  and  his  wife’s 
afterwards,  whru  the  popubition  had  increa»-  ; father  were  miiit-iry  men  by  profession, 
ed,  it  received  the  name  of  Fluui  (own.  AVe  i Si  l ingfield,  in  17.3d,  had  .sixteen  landholders 
know,  from  the  I’oiir.syivania  .Archiv,.-:-,  lliat  it  ; rc.A  iiijg  vitbin  its  limits.  The  following  is  a 
bere  thl.3  came  in  1781.  Scott,  iu  his  Gazetteer  5 a list  of  their  names:  Harman  Greithonsei 


WllITEMABSH. 


G3 


John  Qreathousie,  Samuel  Adams,  Joshua  Har 
mer,  William  Nice,  Thomas  SiUuice,  Job  How 
ell,  Thomas 


length  is  about  nineteen  miles,  of  which  thir- 
teen are  in  this  county  and  three  ana  a half  in 


Hicks,  Christopher  Oitiiiiiei,  | this  township.  It  is  an  excellent  mill  stream. 


George  Gantz,  Aim  Forster,  Henry  Snyder, 
Adam  Read,  Hugh  Boyd,  Michael  Clime  and 
George  Donat. 


being  steady,  copious  nmj  rapid  in  its  cui  rent. 
Its  pi'iiicipal  branches  are  Valley  Run  luni 
Sandy  Run.  At  a very  early  perine  the  Wis- 


Thoraas  Penn,  in  17JS,  owneil  sixteen  hun-  sahickou  was  used  for  mill  purposes,  a gri>r, 
dred  acres  of  land  in  this  township,  which  wu.-  ^ mill  having  been  erected  at  the  pi-eseut  village 
valued  at  seventy-five  pounds  per  hundred  l>  't  M hitenuirsn  before  lil9.  On  II 'hues’ map 
acre.s,  which,  according  to  our  p resent  curren-  ^ of  original  sur  veys  made  between  ihe  years 
cy,  would  be  three  thousand  two  hundred  dol-  > ldS2  and  160-3,  it  is  called  “ IV  hitjiaine’s 
lars  for  the  whole  tract.  The  aforesaid  was  > Creek,”  after  Richard  r\  liUpaitt,  a lar'gc  hind- 
the  last  surviving  son  of  William  Penrt,  and  1 Holder  on  Ihrs  stream,  in  the  present  township 
died  the  2lst  of  March,  177-3,  when  he  had  \ 'f  Whilpaiir,  after  whom  it  was  naiired.  U'is- 
just  completed  the  sc veuty- fourth  j'ear  of  his 
age.  Lady  Juliana,  his  widow,  survived  him 
many  years. 


X. 


WHITEMARSII. 


The  township  of  Whitemarsh  is  bounded  on 
the  north-east  by  Upper  Dublin,  south  east  by 
Springfield,  south-west  by  the  Schuylkill  and 
Consltehocken,  west  by  Plymouth,  and  uorilr 
west  by  Whrtpain.  Its  length  is  six  and  a-lrati 
miles  by  two  and  a-half  in  brer.dih,  and  con- 
tains an  area  of  eight  thousan-I  six  hundred  ( 
and  ninety-seven  acres,  having  been  reduc-. d 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  by  tue  erection 
of  the  borough  of  Conshehoc’xen,  in  l-S-30. 

The  surface  of  the  country  is  rolilrrg  and 
the  soil  is  generally  of  a superior  fjnallty, 
being  a rich  loam,  with  an  abundance  of  ex- 
cellent limestone.  Edge  Hill  extends  throngb 


^ saliickon  is  an  Indian  name,  and  in  th'/a'  lan- 
guage, according  to  ileckewehler,  signifi-!-!  tb.e 
tti.-h  stream  or  tiie  stream  of  yellow  w-itt  i 
Not  many  townships  in  Pennsylvania  exceed 
Whitemarsh  in  the  value  of  tlie  products  of  its 
mines  and  quarries.  In  the  quality  of  its  lime, 
marble  and  iron  it  is  not  surpassed  in  the  Slate. 
The  excelieuce  of  ‘'Wliiteiuar.-h  liaie”  is  knovn 
over  the  Union.  In  October,  1848,  the  aiith-'r 
of  this  work  was  travelling  in  the  interior  of 
Orange  county,  New'  York,  and  at  a country 
J store  his  attention  wtrs  tirresteil  by  a ,-igo  with 
^ “Whitemarsh  Lime  for  Sale  Here,”  This  tri- 
> fling  cireumstunce  begat  thoughts  of  home,  and 
^ ouriasity  led  us  to  inquire  liow  they  sold  it  Tiie 
( reply  was,  fit'O' cents  per  peck  ; and  that  it  was 
' used  only  as  a whitewash.  From  the  Colonial 
Records  we  learn  that  lime  was  burned  in  this 
township  before  1698.  According  to  tlte  cen.-us 
of  1840,  Whitemarsh  produced  lime  to  the  value 
of  $31,437.  No  doubt  at  the  present  time 
twice  this  amount  is  produced.  Lime-burning 
is  c.irried  on  the  most  extensively  at  White- 
marsh  village  and  near  Plymouth  and  Lancas- 


\ tarville. 

this  township  a distance  of  two  and  a-half  j q-gg  marble  of  Whitemarsh  is  of  different 
miles,  and  crosses  the  Scnurlklil  below  ..piring  1 niialillnq  .ond  cnlm-q  A ■qnnCT-lnr  mhitp  mrirhl.-r 


luyikiil  Deiow  ,'_p 
Mill.  It  is  a sin'.cular  circumstance  that  no 


qualities  and  colors.  A superior  white  marble 
is  produced,  of  which  great  quantities  h.ave 


limestone,  iron  or  marble  is  found  anvw'nere  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  and  Norristown,  and 
on  Ihe  south  side  of  this.  hill.  Drrron  Hiil  ^ used  in  many  public  and  private  edifices, 
and  Camp  Hill  are  well  known  emvatious  that  There  is  also  much  produced  annually  of  a dark 
figure  in  our  revoiutiouarj'  hi^LorV)  but  Jo  not  ,»  blue  and  variegated  color.  Mucli  of  the  mar- 


extend  to  any  length. 


ble  used  in  the  city,  nut  only  for  buildings,  but 


Whitemarsh  possesses  several  fine  lasting  A'^r  many  ornamental  purposes,  c-ame  from  here, 
streams  of  water.  The  Wiss'ih’.ckon  Creek  1 The  dark  and  blue  marble  is  heavier  than  the 
r’.ses  by  two  branches  in  Montgomery  town-  ^ white.  According  to  the  census  of  1810,  this 
ship,  and  then  flows  through  G.vyued-1,  Whit-  t.ownship  produced  uiarble  to  the  value  cf  .-IJO.- 
pain,  Upper  Dubdn,  Whiteiuarsh  and  Sjirlnc:-  J 640,  and  gave,  employment  to  fifty-one  men. 
fiel'l  t-'Twnsh'.ps,  an  i en-ptios  ini-'/  the  bchnyl-  «,  lu  conseouenco  of  t!;e  exten.;ive  use  of  this 
kill  UB&riy  a icllo  below  Maaayunk.  Its  total  * fcoaufilVi  ni.ileilal  f-or  b-ailding  purposes,  tLo 
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KISTOIIY  OF  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 


business  of  Inte  years  has,  of  course,  much 
increased.  Daniel  0.  Ilitaer  1ms  the  most  ex- 
tensive quarry,  having  been  worked  to  the 
depth  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet. 
The  seam  of  marble,  on  the  surface,  is  fifteen 
feet  thick,  but  at  the  greatest  depth  narrows 
down  to' six  feet.  It  is  inclosed  iu  limestone, 
and  it  Las  been  ascertained  that  the  deeper  it 
is  procured  the  better  is  its  quality.  It  could 
never  have  been  worked  to  this  great  depth 
without  the  r-id  of  candle-light,  and  steam 
to  pump  out  the  water.  The  marble  and 
limetone  is  raised  to  the  surface  by  ponderous 
hoisting-machiues  and  tackle,  three  horses  be- 
ing sufficient  to  draw  up  the  largest  sized 
blocks,  some  of  which  hare  weighed  twelve 
tons.  This  qu  irry  lies  open  to  the  depth  of 
one  hundred  feet,  and  to  walk  near  its  edge 
and  look  down  requires  some  degree  of  courage. 
A considerable  portion  of  the  marble  used  in 
Ciirard  College  was  obtained  from  here.  Mr. 
Ilituer  has  at  his  quarry  an  extensive  steam 
mill  for  sawing  marble,  propelled  by  a twenty- 
nine  horse  power  engine,  which  also  pumps  tlie 
water  from  the  quarry.  Iu  consequence  cf  the 
business  being  dull  when  we  were  here  in 
.\ugust,  18-38,  this  mill  was  not  in  operation. 
Mr.  Hituer  works  also  the  adjoining  marble 
quarry,  belongii  g to  John  V.'enlz.  About  a mile 
from  Coushehockeu,  near  Ilarmanville,  are  two 
extensive  quarries  and  a saw-miil.  What  was 
formerly  Dager’s  marble  quarry  is  now  worked 
by  Potts  and  Hallowell,  who  employ  thirty 
h.Tiids.  Near  by  is  the  quarry  of  Major  Peter 
Fritz,  of  Philadelphia,  which,  when  we  were 
here,  was  not  iu  operation.  We  have  since 
learned  that  iu  November,  1858,  bo  had  fifteen 
h.'inds  employed,  and  th-at  he  contemplates 
bulMlng  a saw-mill.  This  quarry  was  com- 
menced in  the  year  1800,  and  has  been  wotked 
to  the  depth  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
feet. 

Iron  ore  is  dug  on  the  farm  of  Henry  Ilitner, 
■at  Marble  Hall,  and  by  the  aid  of  a steam  en- 
gine, which  raises  both  the  ere  and  water  from 
tlie  mine,  he  has  been  enabled  to  reach  the 
depth  of  ninety-five  feet  perpendicular,  which 
■is  forty  five  feet  below  water  level.  The  ore  is 
sent  to  the  ^ illiam  Pena  furnaces,  at  Spring 
IMill,  of  which  Mr  Hitner  is  a proprietor.  On 
the  farm  of  Ch-irles  Williams,  about  half  a mile 
northeast  of  I’.-irren  Hill,  ore  has  lately  been 
diaenvered,  whU’h  is  now  extensively  worked 
(iU'd  i«  said  to  he  abunJ.aut.  .■'cvcral  pits  have 


also  been  recently  opened  near  Harmanville,  on 
the  Plymouth  line,  where  it  appears  there  is 
an  immense  bed  of  it. 

After  Lower  and  Upper  Merion,  Whitemarsh 
is  the  most  populous  township  in  the  county. 
In  1741,  it  contained  80  taxables  ; in  1828, 
379;  in  1819,  639;  and  in  1358,  6-59.  The 
population,  according  to  the  census  of  1810, 
was  1328;  in  1820,  1601  ; in  1830,  1924;  iu 
I 1810,  2079  ; and  in  1850,  2-108.  It  is  supposed 
i to  contain,  at  this  time,  over  3100  inhabitants. 

I As  might  be  expected  from  the  advantages  cf 
its  situation,  the  fertility  of  its  soil  audits  ex- 
j tensive  mineral  deposits,  U'hiteinarsh  contains 
^ a number  of  valuable  improvements.  By  the 
j census  of  1850,  it  contaiued  three  hundred  and 
; ninety-eight  houses  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
< nine  Farms.  In  May,  1858,  it  contained  tea 

> inns,  fifteen  stores,  six  flour  mills,  three  fur- 
s naces,  two  marble  mills,  one  paper  mill,  two 
I coal  yards,  one  plaster  mill  and  an  auger  fac- 
I tory.  xhccorJiug  to  the  tri-ennial  assessment 
' of  1858,  the  real  estate  was  valued  at  $797,50-5, 

J and  the  horses  and  neat  cattle,  $39,074.  Some 
i of  the  finest  farms  iu  the  county  are  to  be 
I found  in  IVhiteraarsh.  Among  these  might  be 
t mentioned  those  formerly  owned  by  the  late 
' Hod.  Morris  Longstreth  and  George  Sheaff, 
r Esq.,  whose  reputation  as  skillful  farmers  was 
; widely  known.  Besides  the  common  roads, 

^ which  are  numerous,  there  are  five  turnpike 
i roads,  which  traverse  the  township.  The  first  of 
\ these  is  the  Germantown  and  Perkiomen  pike, 
^ which  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Assembly, 
j passed  rebrnary  12th,  1801,  and  begins  in  the 

> city  and  passes  through  the  townships  of 

> Springfield,  Whitemarsh,  Plymouth,  Norriton, 
^ Worcester,  Perkiomen  and  Lower  Providence, 
^ to  the  Ferkiomeo  bridge.  It  was  built  wholly 
1 by  iudiviJual  subscription  and  cost  $285,000, 
^ or  $11,237  per  mile,  the  original  price  of  shares 
\ being  $100.  This  road  traverses  the  township 
\ about  two  and  three-quarters  of  a mile,  and 
; runs  p-irailel  to  the  Bidge  pike,  being  only  from 
I three  fourths  to  a quarter  of  a mile  apart  in 
I this  disiauco.  The  Chestnut  Hill  and  Spring- 
^ bouse  turnpike  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
j March  5th,  1804,  and  extends  through  Spring- 
■ field,  Vihilemarsh  and  Upper  Dublin  to  the 
j Springhouse  tavern  in  Gwynedd.  This  road 
f was  begun  in  1801,  was  completed  the  follow- 
i ing  year,  and  is  eight  miles  in  length.  It  was 
! built  wholly  by  indivi-Iual  Bub.scription,  and 
* cost  .$70,000,  or  .$S,75('  per  mile.  The  Ruige 


.riy.joo  lo  T.ioxaia  W 

• TOJfl  ii».’5qvi 115‘X‘  W'-T  I "i^  ,ett!  VU-‘rX  ic 

•.■.  ,ri*iit  Ji  o;,»r ' riSdem^.T  s*r(3  5 >i'.>  .0  .WftSM9ai 

' ■'  .;  'tij  f<i<l  aso'jr>:'‘i  I'J' ^9'!--  f'3-- al*'wi  sni'AKi/  tw-VaS'l 

a*?t  uf'sii,ii<  ; ^iii! '.»T?.oJ  ' ••ii  iyli-ifeitH'  ouil  ‘■'•r.i  3*.  ;3»ii9fc 

■ f.  i'..’,a  .-.IJ  H :i  wd.i?  ..t  . S^Jj  ^i,  / 'Sf  * » ■ildti'l*  '<o  tiiiX 

'■.  ■.••■■;;..  .ii  (■.■1  L ■•I'.iuVa'O  a]  '^  iiiqaii.  >.r*  ik  tvv<  Jja'4 

7*  j^wr.  ■■...  ••*  •:.{■•<..'  '•  «*»?<> 

’'V  rj  j )i  5nf  l rtl  Li;'J »J ’ J 

; ; ■,■■''  iji  t-ji  'rj' t»<J  ”Ji*J  I'*’’ f (f  «{ 

■O'.ii  Hi  !<cli  Tf  >7^  iin;  v'-<  c»s.-<  itfAtl 


'..  !v:  >iV-?  / i‘f|l  .C.  i' 

. . fJO’;’)  ,'  vrjv  t’li  i .riiti.  tk  , 

••  I:/;.'!  i'.»5  63 { 'ft.'  ^•Ti:.JV"'i  '‘'1?  ,£*(4>«i  *jj«'  .'I'  .; 

'■',  ‘1  i . 'ii’i  ;■  i*rti.3  ' 
' . ..  '!,,  )■/•' t'l  J k . 

• i‘ ■'■'n  il  ‘ iaoti  J.i 

, , !.  ■ : • . ’ »■.“?  . jio  ' 

. ■'  ( :,;;ia:(.;  ;i  /Xi}.  ^Xr’’  ■ 

-j.,;  Z(y  fti'.;';";  '-frai  ■* 

«.  a ■.'•■■* ^ 

'.'i.';  t:  . n»'  f-r-i:  '. i'L'i  t :,  i ; '' 
3l- ■ ..7a;v»4  ‘^:i;  ' i 

i' , ■ j V.  -,  ..0 'asG 

,v.P,  '■■  ■■■■  ■ ■-'•  f 

■ ■■!  ••  • '.  I ' 'f.iiiij' > sif3  t'i  •;  V"  '■  :i  ‘K’  ; 

-■  V''  i--r;v?G  hy.inyi:,t»  -‘ 

,7'vi  = i--''  ».U  J'a.-'  a ff 

/•/  rt  Ir;!!/,;?  v-  i'^rj  c,?.!./  ■i'l  ^ 

t.', "(iH'ru 
'.iXi  i.y  - ;■  - .'t-.':'-  tK.'j?«!rn  ?■>?»  J 

'i  ■.  ^■  jc  o4X  u’l:.:  •'  ■■■'(?  .■sf.J.si ; 

,rJ-\  ' '"■■J 

.•p.'-’vv,-A ni* -sd  liir.'  '■{1  ."',  i---»  t‘...i;)»  : 

!/i.' . . ‘■•'i  ^v.'  ).ii/r,  . ii'-.tS;' ( r;  i,  ij-.' ■; 

3-.-  * .■.  .;  f ■■  • (Jsirf.'WJ'l  v'-'/r 

, ,5livv*»<V  ’ -■  * -i'J  ' 

! ;'T*-1  nv»#,'ij  jij/ ’jr.  fS?; ' 'i-i'  ‘i 

, ':i:!i  i.!-')  n ii  sdJ  c>  'j 


r" ’.  c:-!>  l:;  \ i*  »si» 

■ . ^:  , ' J’f  .■  .>««  S;M  tn©  (jV 

6imat>ear{  ■;  \,(j;  ^nii  ©i  i'> 

tff.*?.  ;:•  . Sbiiij  'ti}  Uavi 
i -vTi; -a>‘ -' '^i  i*'l  rrp'if)  ol^JatinSuB 

; i fr-  jafc  e?{'l  v!  K'iqn  Sii.'  '.yn.  (’)'  *5dT 

-I'i  •,'  '■  ««• 

Bj  Vii‘  'i'i.  ik.}:n<fq  A 

.^li^  ,&■:■  ■ ir>>;  - a It'’ '>03 

‘ ' -;’i  ?’> 

■«  V-  'Jxi  111'-* 

pii'  I’ ‘'’q  ^ 

Alt'll’  i.I  .X^TP?-',  'i'  •''} 

f}!  BtpJ  U5r*> 

n:  ,.6a-*8*f  W.m  '‘.ifJ 

•'./■  ■■!.  •. ’I  's.i’  > P..!’(.''W  "s-’p'iw  .tW 

c «i>  ,v-»t  s>a’ 

(J»J  ' r.  T(.  .'TiiLT-  tai’l.ili  Ti’'3fl  . Wi'')l 

,!  4 T/On  <■  n't  y-.n.A^ 

xpiv 9‘iif  j.'«i{  sfju*?  'td 

iiii-uM  |»3J  .^o 

:}’itiic  ■■%'•:  i:,  ■■'  ■>'!»  n>  »on  »^T*d 

8.)  (’'art'  d 


Jfevo  kfr’.;  If  !r.:)ljri!  ii;  ?d  ■n' it ' ©«/!»' 

. . ..Sii-. 'io '.'''^»''f  f:.”'  ■•■d'  ■;  “.NW 'lyq  7i't.rO^  fVi  .;  STi^-’^n’vTOi' Xif;i  I'S'tlrifyii  “>.08  i©  rfiqol*  fiJi 

■ , .•  .')vl;  .'’.15  1 .'  Jf  "T-.T  ' ^*S\ 

k‘r^  ’:.‘-  a Vj  (•'■■■  -lii-y  yv-\  to/,  s'?;}  v f&T<i  •;*->  co  ;^<c;.  ?i  uto  fw*l 

i£.  T!  X ' ''  ‘iu  ; , -'i..’  t.  V,  tin  s.ti  \<t  'f'V^  *"'-U 

«i  svros  ?3'af  ;■  .di'iir  ■•‘*‘^)  ■!  ;vv,:  7')>as  i.,jiA  ■ fo  »<?}  ifSc'^' it3w]*f  .<»«■% 

• fitWaS  v'*«4’i  UMi  ••  r'7'  .‘li  '’iS.it.  ,''■<><  CJ  t.  .J/an  ♦»» 

V !...«  v'J  J. v-'ifod  I JiiiL*;  dJ.5*>U 

'.■  I ' '*'7  f' 2'“<f  ^ It,*'’"  <."i  t V oi  G70  9di'  ■ .tV’Ct.'  t- ' ■/•  V ‘i '.(  >S'.7  ?»8  V.f'tfJ  8t 

.1  ;■  I tiJJoi/C!  •»;■;•.  ' •’/'  . •;?  ...i>’'.ftj; .'■'  ,' la  .(■.■■o.t’ii-'ki  fu’»'l 

I'.".’.  ?'i1  .If-;  ’■i’  >t:  ft'”’.’.  .’  ftf>  atviti-' r-a?  1.j  * *' T'fOf’H  oJ/  if;,.i*'ir  5a  .’'.'J** 

-*<i'I<)T  Sfl)  it’lft'.;  ^i''...!  t\i  l.ii'y-iJ:  r.;>r»  ';  'ji'ifa  a 1h-4  i>s  ‘ **** 

»;!'«  ijf  -#f  /■>*  4.<i^*w  ,il(IJ  fttirffH  Vd, 

JjX'4  )’8.  t'5v’(.[»;  ta  V;t<  J /;  ’ JtyjjlT/VT  tj’f'tlHymi’USa  ft'-n  I'l  il-Vlif*”  ,Jr»T+f  n«d*l> 

:,'^'.:!'r  -'.r'l  ’.Ij.q  f V'.'tJ  l«1Vt!it^  -.JiiMitrMiif’a  »v  «>  I#* 


■vnnTEMArvsn. 


65 


turrpiko  was  incorporateJ  by  an  act  of  March  i 
30th,  1811,  and  comnicuces  at  Philadelphia  and  | 
passes  through  Norristown  tn  the  Perkiomen  ^ 
Bridge,  and  is  twenty-four  nciles  in  length.  It  - 
was  commenced  in  381d  and  t'.uished  in  1310,  ' 
and  cost  $7500  per  mile,  the  State  taking  1, 
$25,000  of  its  stock.  This  road  traverses  the  ) 
towErshi.p  a-bouttwo  and  a-half  wiles.  A turn-  s 
pike  p'lsse-s  along  the  entire  northwest  line  of  j 

Whitemarsh,  from  Coushehockeu,  ?.  distauce  of  < 

\ 

eix  and  a-half  miles,  and  has  only  been  com-  i' 
plcted  within  the  last  four  yevrs.  A turnpike  > 
h-3.3  also  been  completed,  within  a few  years,  I 
from 'Whitemarsh  village  to  Skippack.  PesMos  J 
the  Phiiadelphi.a  and  Norristoivn  railroad  and  \ 
the  Schuylkill  navigation,  the  North  Penasyl-  ? 
vinia  railroad  passes  through  the  east  corner  1 
of  the  township  about  a mile,  close  to  the  Up-  ^ 
per  Dublin  line.  Tliis  improvement  e.ttends  J 
from  Phihidelpbia  to  the  Lehigh  River,  a Ji.s-  j 
tance  of  sixty-eight  miles,  and  cost  £;G.10d,230.  ^ 
It  was  commenced  in  1854  and  unished  in  lt>57.  s 
For  the  school  year  ending  with  .June  1st,  j 
1857,  Whitemarsh  had  eight  schoois,  which  ^ 
were  open  ten  months,  and  .attendeii  bj’  four  ( 
iiundred  and  tbirty-eighv  seliolars.  Those  v.'cre  | 
taught  by  five  male  and  three  female  teachers,  i 
the  former  receiving  thirty  dollars  an  J the  iat-  \ 
!er  twenty  dollars  per  month  for  their  services.  | 
The  sum  of  ,$3,142  was  levied  to  defray  tiio  I 
expenses  of  the  same  There  is  a parochial  ) 
school  uttaeheii  to  St.  Thomas'*  Lpiscepal  | 
.Church,  under  the  charge  of  the  pastor.  Post  ( 
offices  are  established  at  Dsrren  Kill,  V>  hitc-  i 
marsh.  Broad  Axe  and  Plymoutb  lueeting  | 
House,  the  two  latter  being  oa  the  township  } 
tine.  I 

Before  the  Eevolstlon,  the  electors,  not  only  c 
of  this  township,  but  of  the  whole  county,  gave  / 
their  votes  at  the  inn  opposite  the  State-house,  s 
ia  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia.  By  an  act  j 
passed  June  14th,  1777,  the  elections  of  this  | 
and  all  the  adjoining  townships  were  I'eii ui itmI  i 
to  be  held  at  the  pub'io  house  of  .1  icih  (.'  de-  | 
man,  in  Gernuiutowu.  Alter  the  errclion  of  , 
Montgomery  county,  an  act  of  .A--'-mhly  was  ; 
passed  September  13th,  17.'5,  which  divided  ‘ 
the  county  into  three  distTlet-i.  arid  the  freemen 
of  the  township.s  of  Whi tent  irs!;,  .''priiiufield.  ' 
Chelteahain,  Ahingtoii,  -M  mreland,  Ilurshain,  , 
Upper  Uuhiiu,  Gwynedd,  .Mentgoiiiery,  Ti,w,a- 
tnenciii,  Ilalfiold,  Los ee .'^al ford  aiiil  Franc  inia 
Were  required  to  hold  their  elections  at  the 
tavern  of  George  Ceah  irr,  ia  the  present  vii-  ' 


lage  of  Whitemarsh.  By  an  act  of  March  31, 
1797,  the  number  of  districts  was  increased 
to  five,  and  the  number  of  townships  reduced 
to  IVhitemarsh,  Springfield,  Upper  Dublin  and 
Horsham,  which  continued  to  hold  their  elec- 
tions at  the  same  place  for  a number  of  years 
afterwards.  The  elections  of  the  township  are 
now  hold  at  Barren  Hill. 

Spring  Mill  is  the  largest  village  in  the  town- 
ship, and  is  situated  on  the  cast  side  of  the 
Schuylkill,  twelve  miles  from  Philadelphia,  It 
contains  two  inns,  two  stores,  three  furnaces, 
a grist  mill,  school  house,  a smith  shop,  and 
fifty  dwelling  houses.  The  boats  of  the 
Schuylkill  navigation  pass  directly  in  front  of 
the  place,  and  the  cars  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Norristown  railroai]  stop  here.  The  William 
Penn  furnaces  are  two  ia  number,  and  belong 
to  D.  0.  Hitner,  Cresson  and  Company.  When 
we  were  here,  in  August,  1858,  there  was  but 
one  in  operation,  giving  employment  to  ten  or 
twelve  men.  Theoreuaed  here  is  ehieny  from 
Marble  Hall,  iTourtown  and  Chester  Valley, 
near  Downingtown.  I’uruace  Number  Two  was 
built  in  1853  ; the  other  was  built  some  time 
previously.  bir.  Hitner  now  resides  here. 
The  Spring  Mill  furnace  is  now  worked  by 
Pveeves,  Duck  aud  Company,  of  PhcsnixviH?. 
anl,  we  have  recently  learned,  has  resumed 
operations.  The  grist  lu.ill  here  does  also  mer- 
chant work,  atid  is  one  of  the  most  ancient 
structures  of  the  kind  we  came  across.  It  has 
no  date,  but  no  doubt  it  has  been  built  consi- 
derably over  a century.  At  the  upper  end  of 
the  village,  near  the  railroad,  are  the  pottery 
and  terra  cotta  works  of  Macintire  and  SohartT. 
They  manufacture  chimney  tops,  drains,  flue 
pipes,  stone  w.are  and  statuary.  Tliey  c.v- 
hibited  to  us  some  very  beautiful  specimens 
of  their  han.lic’  ivft.  I'hey  cm  ploy  fsur  or  five 
hands,  and  li  we  been  ea-a'oii-lied  here  sine.; 
185').  SLU'ing  .Mill  has  loceived  its  name  from 
several  large  .springs  of  w uer  near  theviiaige. 
riie  piincipal  ones  are  five  or  six  in  niiin'  rr, 
aud  gusli  out  with  cousidcrable  force.  They 
ai'e  all  situated  witiiiu  an  area  of  half  int 
aero,  an  j nu  pty  int  > one  stream,  w li'ch,  after  a 
course  of  a quarter  of  a mile,  empties  into  t:.a 
■Schuylkill,  111  this  distance  it  lias  .sudicient 
p )Wer  to  propel,  the  wh  ile  year  round,  ih" 
grist  mill  just  alluded  <o.  .Vt  these  springs 
about  two  acres  of  ground  arc  eiiclo.se  ! in  whii  h 
is  a grove  of  iiiicient  button  woo  1 .and  oak  1 1"  r ). 
,\s  this  spot  is  visited  s'onitilimcs  by  plea.sure 
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pirtiea  niul  pic-nic«,  n platform  Ims  hccn  errct- 
eJ,  coverel  with  cativass,  niul  a small  biiilJ- 
ing  adjacent  for  refreslinicnls  and  music.  In 
udd.tion,  there  are  several  seats  scattered 
around  for  the  accommodatiou  of  visitors. 
Taken  as  a whole,  we  were  greatly  disappoint- 
ed in  this  place  ; instead  of  a pleasure  ground, 
us  we  had  expected,  it  is  an  undrained  swamp, 
which  has  never  been  cultivated  and  is  rank 
with  various  kinds  of  weeds,  without  gravel 
walks,  or  even  au  attempt  at  it.  and  the  ground 
is  ns  rude  and  as  rough  as  when  first  discover- 
ed. Nn  village  on  the  Scbnylkiil  has  a better 
location  for  a town  than  Spring  .Mill.  The  land 
is  elevated  and  recedes  gradn.ally  from  the  river, 
with  the  advantages  ot  excelleitt  water  and  of 
easy  access  from  the  back  country,  and  must 
yet  become  a place  of  consideratile  itnport.’.nce. 
Just  below  the  William  I’cun  furnace.s.  Else 
Hill  crosses  the  Schuylkill  and  continues  up  the 
other  .side  of  the  river  to  opposite  Conshchock- 
ea,  when  it  turns  to  the  southwest.  The  river 
is  quite  narrow  where  it  fiow.s  throuch  Edge 
Hill,  which  rises  on  eiiiier  side  to  an  eievaiion 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and 
i.mparts  a great  deal  of  beauty  to  the  scenery. 
An  act  was  passe.l  by  tlie  .Assembly,  September 
8tb,  1787,  empowering  Peter  Le  G.iu.m  to  es- 
tablish and  keep  a ferry  iiere.  He  v/as  a na- 
tive of  Lorraine,  in  France,  where  ho  was  horn 
in  1743,  was  a counsellor  by  profession,  came 
to  America  in  17S-j,  and  shortly  after  settled  at 
this  place,  where  he  died  in  1828.  Ho  appears 
to  have  been  a man  of  education  and  wealth, 
but  exceedingly  eccentric.  His  will,  wbich  may 
be  seen  in  the  llegister's  oCiee.  at  Xoriistown, 
is  quit"  lengtiiy  and  may  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  curiosities  of  literature. 

Barren  Hill  lias  a high  location  on  an  emi- 
nence of  the  same  name,  which  is  a spur  of  E Ige 
Hill  and  affords  a fine  view  of  tiie  surrounding 
country.  The  C'iieitnnt  Hill  and  Perkiornen 
turnpike  and  I’idge  turnpike  approach  here 
within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  e.ach  other,  be- 
tweeu  which  the  village  is  chiefiy  situated.  It 
contains  three  inns,  tliree  stores,  two  whcel- 
wriglit  shops,  two  black.smiih  shops,  a mill, 
church,  school  hou.'^e,  post  ofiice,  and  thirty- 
three  houses.  This  place  has  considerably 
improved  during  the  last  few  ycar.s,  within 
which  time  .several  hand.'^oma  buildings  have 
been  erected.  .A  steam  grist  mill  was  built  in 
18oS,'  The  school  h 'U-:e  is  a large  two  story 
Kcotte  building.  Tiie  post  olSce  was  established 


j before  1827.  St.  Petsr’s  Lutheran  cburcli  is  a 
1 handsome  edifice,  founded  in  1781  aud  of  which 
a further  account  will  be  given.  In  the  Revo- 
; lution  it  is  said  to  have  contained,  besides  the 
' churcli,  a school  house  and  four  or  five  houses. 

The  village  of  Whitemar.Nh  is  sit-uated  on 

^ the  Spring  House  turnpike,  fourteen  miles  from* 

I;  I’hiladelphia.  It  contains  two  large  grist  and 

: merchant  mills,  propelled  by  the  IVissa- 

, hickou  creek,  two  inns,  two  cliurche.s,  a store, 

^ post  office,  school  house  and  .seventeen  dwel- 

] lings.  A considerable  quantity  of  lime  is 

\ burned  bore,  annually,  in  kilns  belonging  to 

the  estate  of  Jacob  Wentz.  A further  account 

j of  the  Episcopal  and  Union  churches  will  bo 

hcrcal'ier  given.  This  village  is,  without  a 

'/  doubt,  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  in  the 

J township.  The  Kpiscujuil  church  was  built 

< in  17U),  and  on  Lewis  Evans’  map  of  1740, 

“ Whilemarsh”  is  marked  us  being  situated  at 

' tlie  forks  of  the  road.s  leading  to  Bethlehem 

1 and  Skippack.  In  1785  the  eleclions  of  thir- 

) teen  townships  were  ordered  to  be  held  liere 

' till  1707,  when  the  number  was  reduced  to 

four  town.'hips.  The  post  office  was  established 

J before  lt27.  The  road  from  here  to  Skip- 

^ pack  was  turnpiked  a feW  years  ago.  There 

j is  some  excellent  land  in  this  vicinity. 

( M.irble  Hall  is  situ.ated  on  the  Germantown 

^ and  I'erkiomen  turnpike,  and  extends  nearly 

( to  B.arreu  Hill.  It  contains  two  stores,  a mar- 

j ble  tniil,  wheclwriglit  and  black.'^mitb  shop,  and 

j forty-two  liouses.  Wiiliin  the  last  eight  years 

{a  number  of  brick  bouses  have  been  erected 

. here.  Henry  S.  Hltner  procures  considerable 

/ iron  ore  from  bis  farm  for  the  Spring  Mill  fur- 

' naces,  and  the  marble  quarry  of  Daniel  0. 

I Hltner  is  also  here.  As  both  the  iron  mine  and 

I mat  ble  quarry  have  already  been  described  it 

'■  is  needless  for  us  to  give  any  thing  additional. 

) Daniel  Hitncr,  father  of  the  aforesaid,  aiid 
/ 

\ who  veas  tlie  founder  of  the  place,  died  March 
( 31.  1811,  aged  nearly  seventy. six  years.  He 
is  buried  at  the  Barren  Hill  church,  where  a 
; beautiful  monument  marks  the  spot.  Daniel 
O.  Hltner,  who  formerly  resided  here,  but  is 
; now  a resident  of  Spring  Mill,  is  still  a conside- 
rable property  bolder  in  the  village,  where  he 
} owns  two  liundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  ex- 
; cellent  laud.  Henry  S.  Hitner’s  farm  contains 
' two  hundred  niul  seventy  acres. 

I, ineasterville  contains  an  inn,  store,  Metho- 
\ ili'l  cliurch,  'ciiool  house  and  seven  or  e’ght 
' hou'^ej.  It  is  situated  two  miles  south  of 


t.hoit’ji  Dd' 

' •:  I"'.'  j I vi*i«<yj 

.1  I .1  ! 1 ^|«{ 

:t.=, : 1 ,•.  ■ ••'  ':il  i;l(* 

'!•'  'l'j  i';1 

'fi.  ./  f ‘ 3i>4tnT 

. }'■ : ■ 'jj 

■ t.ii'ii'.'t'  ;ri;  !?  '::•  ■:! 

//  ■ 

. :j-.  i’  M - •'• 


r 

i.'.ytt  . . , 

■ ‘ <1 

Stf.' 

■ *v«' 


f'l 


! iliX. 


■ ■ ■ ? 1 .'rc.' 
• 'ff 
fJ 

. .'W  iJ 


>-J  7 ,;J.  ftV^' 

. :l  ;■•  , -JVi.j'Sv* 


WUITiJMARSlI. 


67 


iVhhotinirs'.i  villnpe,  ni'.J  in  tniveling  this  dis-  >,  fie  shortly  nfterv.'iirds  informed  the  society 
tance  we  were  surprised  at  the  wildness  of  the  \ •'  that  there  is  a congi  egat ioti  at  Whiteiiiarsh 


country,  especi.ally  from  the  Skippack  pike  to  ^ about  ten  miles  distant  from  Oxford,  who  are 
this  place.  The  distance  is  about  a mile  and  desirous  of  a minister,  and  have,  for  the  deoet  t 
B-hatf,  ami  the  greater  part  of  the  way  is  by  ; peid'orraance  of  ilivitie  worship,  erected  a eotullv 

woods  with  but  few  Iioiises.  Fort  Viashing-  \ stone  building.”  The  llcv.  Eneas  llu.ss  came 
ton  is  a sta lion  of  the  North  i’ennsylvauia  rail- ^ over  from  London  in  June,  iTfl,  niid  short’y 
road,  and  is  situated  at  the  intersection  of  the  i after  became  the  ptistor  of  Christ  chin  ch  I’hioi- 
Spring  IIon.se  turnpike  road.  It  contains  ; 'iei))hia,  when  ho  resigned  in  Julv  174.J  to 
a large  new  hotel,  a store,  coal  yard  and  seve- ^ take  charge  of  the  churches  at  Clxf  iil  ;;;  d 
ral  houses.  LaF2iyelte  is  the  nam  j of  a>  WhiiemiXcsli.  It  is  said  th.at  when  the  If  iri-u 
station  on  the  Norristown  railroad,  near  the  came  out  to  tttiack  'Vashing'tcn,  in  Iteccmber 

Schuylkill.  There  is  an  extensive  paper  mill  \ 1777,  they  iimtilaied  a number  of  the  trurd.. 

here  which  was  built  hi  ISoG,  and  is  owned  by  ; stones  in  this  graveyuril.  The  old  church 
Jlr.  Cope,  of  Germantown,  who  emplo} s about  ; building  stood  oriciimilv  near  the  centr''  of 
forty  hands.  There  are,  besides,  five  dwellings  ;!  the  present  graveyard,  but  having  been  ile- 
aud  the  ruins  of  a grist  mUl,  burned  a few  J stroyed  by  fire  wtis  rebuilt  in  1S17  on  its 
years  ago.  An  account  of  riymcuth  and  Hur-  < present  site.  The  tower  was  buiit  at  the  same 
manville  is  given  in  our  article  cn  Plymouth  I time,  but  the  spire  was  not  added  till  a few 

town.ship.  I years  ago.  The  present  paster  is  the  Pcv.  1». 

St.  Thomas’  Episcopal  church,  at  the  village  ( C.  Miilett,  who  has  also  in  charge  a parocliiai 
of  Whitemarsh,  has  an  elevated  situation  on  \ school. 

Church  Hill,  near  the  Spring  Hou^e  turnpike,  J St.  Peter’s  Lutheran  church,  at  Barren  IL'd 
and  its  spire,  which  rises  to  the  height  of  a ■'  is  one  of  the  handsomest  houses  of  worshio  in 
hundred  feet,  serves  as  a lanil  mark  for  many  1;  the  county,  outside  of  t!;e  uoreugh.s.  It  is  bu  A 
wiles  around.  It  is  built  of  stone  ati'l  is  in  t’f  stone,  in  the  Gothic  style,  two  storb-s  iiin-], 
the  Gothic  style  of  architecture.  From  the  1 with  buttresses  anti  stained  glass  win. low- 
churchyard  can  be  seen  Flourtown,  Chestnut  Ps  dimensions  are  about  .seventy  bv  fmtv- 
Ilill,  Barren  Hill,  Camp  Hill,  Fort  Washington,  eight  fet  t,  with  a tower  .and  scire  one  huti-jicil 
and  for  some  distance  the  romantic  valley  of  i feet  high.  The  gitiveyarJ  ccctains  s.-vtial 
the  Wissahickon.  Small  as  the  graveyard  is  | acres  of  ground  and  is  surrounded  by  a ba.id- 
we  were  informed  that  the  cliureh  records  show  some  iron  railing  and  wall.  The  most  common 
that  upwards  of  two  thousand  persons  have  ■ muaes  on  the  ti  mbstones  are  those  of  MItchr-ii 
been  actu.ally  buried  here.  On  the  tombstones  ' Hiltner,  F.isbing,  Kolp,  Lentz,  Freas,  ’A’auijob- 
the  most  common  firaiiy  names  are  those  of  ^ Bartle,  Lager,  Fie,  F.upell,  Haas,  lliimr 
Burke,  Shay,  Iloupt,  lugleman,  Barge,  Well,=,  ; Streeper,  Snyder,  Schlatter,  Staley,  Lacy, 
Cleaver,  Bisbing,  Il.'bison,  Nash,  Acu!7,  Lonatt,  ' Steer,  II  n in.in,  Ilallnmu,  Bex,  Fau.-t  Tlionio- 


'Taylor,  .Allison,  Farmer,  Woolen,  Brant  and 
'White.  The  most  ancient  inscription  we  found 
is  the  following:  “Here  lyeth  the  body  of 
James  Allison,  who  departed  this  life  October 
the  2,  1727,  aged  45  years.'’  Tliis  was  ueariv 
one  of  the  first  Episcopal  churches  erected  in 
Pena.sylvap.ia,  aud  was  founded  in  1710.  The 
laud  oti  which  it  stands  was  given  fer  this  pur- 
pose by  E'lward  Farmer,  a conspicuous  man  in 
the  colony  aud  a resident  of  the  vicinity,  aud 
of  wliora  a biographical  sketch  is  given 
in  the  appendix  of  this  work.  The  society  for 
propagating  tlie  g ispel  in  foreign  parts  in  1718 
appointed  the  Ilev.  .Mr.  Wayraan  their  mis.sicm- 
ary  at  Oxford  and  Ibadnor.  He  came  to  tliis 
Country  and  entered  upon  his  ministry  with 
diligence  and  made  his  residence  at  Oxford. 


wres'^man. 


uiiinar. 


K.'itz  andocheetz.  Tliere  are  a great  luimlu  r 
of  tombstones  and  inany  hundreds  n ust  be 
buned  here.  The  steeple  of  this  church  iT  mu 
its  high  situation  is  seen  for  many  miles  around. 
From  the  churcliyard  a splendid  prospert  i.s 
obtained,  particularly  in  a north-east  dir.-'Ciio’’i. 
The  present  pastor  is  the  Bev.  Mr.  Sentnian, 
who  has  recently  succeeded  the  F.c-v.  WiUi.am 
Baum.  This  church  owes  its  origin  to  ti  livi- 
sion  in  tlie  Germantown  congregation,  and  was 
built  in  1701.  Tlie  Rev.  Henry  id.  Muhlen- 
berg laid  the  corner  .-toiio  and  gave  t.awards 
it  cut  of  a ci'vtaiu  legacy  twenty-four  [ ounds, 
and  preached  in  it  before  it  “"js  ror.fej,  in 
watch  slate  it  h.id  co.st,  five  hundred  pour  i--', 
and  Oil  its  completien  cost  upwaids  of  five 
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hundred  pounds  more.  It  appears  that  the  s most  a ruin,  full  of  rubbish  and  d'lrt,  and  ifs 
congregation  liud  sabscribed  but  rery  little  t members  from  being  pillaged  were  raiserablj 
towards  its  building,  for  they  were  in  debt  ( impoTcrislied  and  dcstitnte  of  eTen  the  ncces- 
upwi'.rds  of  one  thousand  pounds  (§2, COG  GG,)  ? saries  of  life.  The  present  splendid  building 
when  the  church  was  finished.  Hearing  of  ^ stands  on  the  same  spot  where  the  old  oner 
tlio  pecuniary  embarrassment  of  tliis  church  . stood,  and  was  bailt  in  the  summer  of  1849. 
the  chaplain  of  the  King  of  England  author-  ; The  Union  church,  as  it  is  called,  from  being 
ixed  Mr.  Muhlenberg  to  draw  on  him  for  one  held  in  common  by  the  Lutheran  and  German 
linudred  pounds  sterling  Nfter  the  most  1 Reformed,  is  situated  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
clamorous  of  the  creditors  were  paid  off,  the  village  of  'Wliitemarsh  on  the  turnpike  and 
church,  Echoolhouse  and  lot  were,  by  indenture,  1 was  built  in  1818.  Its  present  pastors  are  thsr 
conveyed  to  the  German  Lutheran  congrega-  ; Rev.  George  V/agner  and  the  Rev,  Mr.  Hippy, 
tion  of  ITiiladelphiu.  But  v.  hat  principally  ; The  most  common  family  names  on  the  tomb'- 
cnabled  the  sureties  to  meet  tljeir  engagements  ' stones  arc  Kramer,  Cox,  Shaffer,  Fisher,  Sto- 
was  a legacy  of  thirteen  thousand  guldiii,  ; ver,  Keyser,  Gotchalk,  Stout,  IVolf,  Wentx, 
(So, 200)  i'l'om  the  Count  of  Roedelshiem,  in  , I’-lyler,  Nace.  Scheetz,  Gilbert,  Dager  and  Frac- 
Germany,  which  he  bequcatiied  to  the  German  ; cis.  A handsome  monument  is  erected  here  ter 
Lutheran  coiigregations  of  Pennsylvania  ; tlirce  \ the  memory  of  Gen.  Henry  Scheetz,  who  died 
thousand  ($1,200)  of  which  was  expressly  t September  4th,  ISIS,  aged  nearly  eighty-four 
given  tov.’ards  the  payment  of  the  indebtcdncs.s  :■  years.  Mr.  .Scheetz  was  a man  that  figured 
of  this  cluiroh.  Having  besotne  much  in  want  ^ considerably  in  public  life,  and  at  the  close  of 
of  lapiir  the  congregation  objected  to  making  ; the  last  century  was  one  of  the  commissioners- 
it,  unless  the  church  was  again  restored  to  ' of  the  county,  and  in  1830  was  appointed  one 
them  by  the  rhiladelphia  congregation,  which  ■ of  the  viewers  of  the  State  road  leading  from 
■Riis  accordingly  done  under  an  act  of  Assem-  ; New  Hone  by  way  of  Norristown  to  the  Mary- 
bly,  pas.sed  February  2-3tb,  1801.  In  .luiio,  ; land  line.  There  was  a Justice  Scheetz  Sher- 
I7G0,  Rev.  J-jhii  Frederick  Schmidt  accepted  j iff  of  the  county  from  1816  to  1310. 
the  charge  of  the  Germantown  congregation,  J The  name  of  Whitemarsh,  we  believe,  is  ori- 
uiid  preached  every  edher  Sunday  in  tiie  pare-  ) ginal,  no  other  place  to  our  knowledge  having 
chial  cliurches  of  Fre.nkford  and  lYhitpain,  and  1 previously  borne  it.  Both  its  origin  and  ap- 
occa.'-ionally  at  Barren  liill,  in  which  church  j plication  has  puzzled  us,  and  it  was  not  till  on 
divine  service  b-id  been  previously  held  every  j a visit  to  the  springs  near  Spring  Mill,  that  the- 
ether  Sunday  by  the  Germantown  minister.-^,  { idea  occurred  how  it  may  have  originated, 
during  the  lime  of  pa.-tors  Kurtz,  Yoiglit  and  ; The  springs  tliere  rise  from  a marsh  of  white- 
Buskiik.  Not  long  iil’u  r Mr.  Schmidt’s  elec- ^ earth  and  sand,  resembling  pewter  sand,  anti 
lion  to  Germantown,  the  Rev.  D.-iiiiel  Sohrieder  ; the  name  of  IVhitemarah  ■^'ouId  not  have  been 
!>a'l  llie  ciiarge  of  this  cougregatiun.  Inuii.-g  ; iii.'ipplicable  to  the  spot,  which  afterwards  may 
the  I’.evolution  this  church  reetived  considera-  | i.ave  been  applied  to  the  township, 
ble  injury,  having  been  by  turns  occupied  by  ^ .-'.ccordiug  to  Thomas  Holmes’  map  of  origi- 
t.ie  contending  iiriaics  and  used  a.j  a batt-ery  t na!  surveys,  made  between  the  years  1682  anti 
and  stable.  Tiie  I’.ev.  ilerry  M,  M-uhlcnberg,  ' 1093,  wo  Isiiru  that  “ Major  Jasper  Farmer’' 
in  his  journ.al,  -.rndcr  date  of  November  4lh,  i owned  all  tlie  land  in  the  present  township 
1777,  say=,  “•  th:it  it  eva.i  used  ;is  a stable  for  j south  of  the  tSkippack  or  Church  road,  whict 
hor.sos,  by  a poriioii  of  the  .\nicrican  army,  is  aa  original  road.  North  of  thi.s  tract  all  the- 
encamped  in  the  vicinity, ’’  r.nd  farther  men-  s i.-ind  in  the  township  was  owned  byJohnGreem 
tions  that  a slioi  t time  previous  the  British  ) atid  Samuel  Rolls.  The  township  line  road, 
army  had  been  here,  and  taken  from  the  pco-  ^ leading  from  the  Schuylkill,  at  Conshehccken, 
plo  their  horses,  cacn,  cows,  sheep  and  hogs.  and  running  the  whole  length  of  Bhitemarsh, 
LaFayette,  a.s  a point  of  o’MSorvatioti,  quar-  is  also  an  original  road,  and  is  marked  on  the 
tered  in  this  church  during  Li.-t  brief  tairy  on  aforesaid  map.  Ja.-=per  F.armer  arrived  here 
the  liill,  in  the  mitldle  of  .Me.y,  1778,  and  came  the  10th  of  9th  month,  1633,  in  the  Bristol 
near  being  captitreJ  by  (Irncral  l.irtiut,  with  a i .Men.-liant,  Juliu  Stephens  co.-namnder  with  hia 
strong  detachment  of  the  lit  itt-h  army.  After  ; family,  con.-!sling  of  Mary,  Edward,  Ja.sper, 
the  war,  as  may  well  bo  snpposL'i,  it  was  a!-  Sar.rh,  Joan,  Robert,  Catharine  and  Charles 
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farmer.  His  tract  here  must  have  contained 
about  seven  or  eight  thousand  acre?.  From 
the  Colonial  Records  we  learn  that  he  had  a 
number  of  servants  residing  on  this  tract,  and 
that  John  Scull  was  his  overseer.  V>'e  regret 
that  we  are  not  at  present  able  to  give  more 
particulars  concerning  this  purchase.  Roth 
John  and  Nicholas  .Scull  came  ever  with  him. 
Biographical  sketches  of  Nicholas  Scnll  and 
his  son  Edward  Farmer,  are  given  in  the 
appendix.  A road  npon  the  petition  of  Nicho- 
las Scull,  was  ordered  to  ha  laid  out  bj  the 
Council  the  19th  of  Mav,  1C9S,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hauling  lime  from  the  kilns  to  the  city, 
and  that  it  was  to  form  a connection  with  the 
Plymouth  road  near  Cresheim,  or  the  upper 
part  of  Germantown.  This  road,  it  is  believed, 
is  the  present  one  leading  from  ^S■hitema^sh 
village  to  Chesnut  Hill.  From  the  records  of 
the  Friends’  meeting,  at  Piymuu'.h,  we  learn 
that  before  the  year  1703  John  Rhoads,  Abra- 
ham Davis  and  David  V.'illiams  settled  in  this 
township  in  that  vicinity.  'William  Trotter 
was  also  an  eariy  settler,  and  in  bis  9d-t  ye.ar 
became  a minister  cf  Piymouth  meetieg.  lie 
died  in  1794,  aged  fifty-three  years. 

The  following  is  a list  of  tbirty-sevea  land- 
holders and  tenants  residing  in  this  township, 
in  the  year  1734:  E-lwarJ  Farmer,  Jonathan 
Robinson,  Edith  Davis,  .John  K inky,  Henry 
Bartenstal,  Marcbant  Maulsby,  Nicholas  Stig- 
litz,  Benjamin  Cuarleswortb,  John  Morris, 
Jonathan  Potts,  Samuel  Gilkey,  Josiah  tVhite, 
David  Davis,  John  Petty,  Margaret  Nichols, 
Francis  Cavrly,  David  Hsrrj,  William  Wiliiams, 
Frederick  Stone,  Joseph  IViiiiams,  Adam  Kit- 
ler,  Lodwick  Knoos,  Walter  Gihone,  Casrer 
Simms,  Jacob  Coltmac,  Isaac  Morris,  Wilfiin 
Trotter,  James  Strocl,  John  Anderson,  Joseph 
Woolen,  Evan  Jenes,  John  Scull,  John  Parker, 
Henry  RinVard,  John  R.itc-ey,  Jr.,  Edward 
Stroud,  John  Ramsey,  John  Campbell.  Henry 
Steward,  Thomas  ShepherJ,  William  English, 
Jenken  D-avis,  John  Pattersca,  Joseph  Fareis, 
John  Coulson,  Handle  Hsasell  and  ?Iathias 
Ignorance. 

That  popular  preacher,  the  Rev.  George 
Ti'hiJeCeld,  in  his  visit  to  .America,  thus  relates 
in  his  Journal,  puhiisbed  in  London,  in  17-56, 
the  following  account  cf  a trip  to  this  town- 
ship : “Set  out,  April  ISch,  17:i0,  about  nine 
o’clcck,  for  White  Marsh,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Philadelphia.  Had  near  forty  hor:e  in 
company  before  wc  reached  ike  place.  PreacL- 


' ed  to  uewards  of  two  thousand  people,  and 
perceived  great  numbers  of  them  much  melte  1 
down,  and  brought  under  conviction.s,  when  I 
ma<le  free  to  them  of  Jesus  and  his  benefits,  if 
they  would  believe  on  him  ; took  a little  re- 
freshment at  a Quaker’s,  baptized  two  children 
belt'Dging  to  the  church  of  England,  at  Lis 
house  ; retarued  back  to  and  preached  at  G^r- 
mactown,  with  much  c-f  the  Divine  Presei.se  to 
- near  four  thousand  hearers.” 

Whitemarsh  is  r:ch  in  revcIu'-.-onary  assota.a' 

' cions,  and  on  its  hills  are  still  to  be  seen  the 
I rem  tins  of  redoubts  and  entrenchments  erected 
* in  that  memorable  straggle.  The  informatioc 
^ that  we  have  collected  on  that  period  we  have 
i conciudeJ,  from  its  length,  to  piaee  in  a sepa- 
j rate  avsicle, 

^ An  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  f-irm  cf 
^ George  SheaS,  Esq.,  which  is  situated  ancut 
1 a mile  northwest  of  Whitemarsh  village,  near 

> the  -dkippack  turnpike,  lie  had  formerly  been 

' a merchant  in  PhilaJeiphia,  and  having  aciu- 
’ nau'.ated  a considerable  fortune,  pnrehased  ;'_is 
1 preperty,  on  which  he  made  extensive  impnove- 
) ments.  Mr.  L-ownieg,  in  his  work  on  L-'inl-» 
f scape  Gardening,  thus  speaks  of  a Visii  he  made 
i here  in  1S4S  : “ Atacng  the  sylvan  features 

^ here  most  interesting  are  aiso  the  handicme 
^ evergreens,  ehieily  Balsam  or  Baim  of  G'.lcad 
. firs,  some  of  which  are  now  eecIi  higher  than 
' the  mansion.  These  trees  were  planted  by  Mr. 

SheatT  twenty-two  years  ago,  and  were  then  sc 

small  that  they  were  brought  by  bin  from 
! Philadelphia,  at  various  times,  in  his  carriage, 
i This  whole  establishment  is  a striking  example 
( of  science,  skill  and  taste,  applied  to  a country' 

> seat,  and  there  are  few  in  the  Union,  taken  as 
j a whole,  superior  to  it.  The  farm  is  three 

> hundred  acres  in  extent,  and,  in  the  time  cf 

■ De  Witt  Clinton,  was  pronounced  by  him  the 
: model  farm  of  the  United  States.  At  the  pre- 
' sent  time  we  know  nothing  superior  to  it:  and 
j Oap.t.  Barclay,  in  his  agricultural  tour,  says  it 
^ was  the  only  instance  or  regu'ar  scientlfc  sy'- 
: tern  of  husbandry  in  the  Eugiish  manner,  h? 
‘ saw  in  .imerica.  Indeed,  the  large  and  regular 

■ fields,  filled  with  luxuriaat  crops,  everywhere 
I of  an  ex.ict  evenness  cf  growth,  and  everv- 
' where  free  from  weeds  of  any  sort : the  perfec; 

system  cf  manarieg  and  culture;  the  simple 

and  complete  fences;  the  fine  stock;  the  very 

spacious  barns,  every  season  newly  whitewash- 
• ed  iutern.illy  and  extern  il’y,  paved  with  w;  oJ, 
1 with  stalls  to  fatten  ninety  head  cf  cattle  ; 
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these,  nnj  the  ninsterl”  nny  in  which  the  whole  , 
is  raaniif;?'’.,  both  ns  re^nrris  culture  nod  firolit,  > 
render  this  estate  one  of  no  common  interest  < 
in  an  agricultural,  as  well  as  ornara''ntiil  point  ( 
cf  view.”  Since  the  decease  of  Mr.  Sheatf,  the  ^ 
greater  portion  of  the  farm  has  been  sold,  but  > 
his  family  still  occupy  the  mansion.  ;; 

The  extensive  farm  called  Valley  Green,  and  i 
owned  by  the  late  Morris  Longstretli,  is  situated  ^ 
on  the  Springhouse  turnpike,  below  VVliiternarsb  f 
village,  adjacent  to  the  Upringneld  line.  The 
commodious  buildings  and  ample  grnutuls,  :■ 
planted  with  various  kinds  of  trees,  still  bear  ^ 
witness  to  bis  taste.  In  November,  ISl'J,  lie  - 
Wrote  an  “ Answer  to  the  Queries  of  the  State  i 
Agricultural  Society  of  South  trarolina,”  which  ^ 
bears  evidence  of  his  knowledge  of  practical  , 
farming.  It  is  quite  full  and  interesting,  and 
at  the  time  was  published  in  a number  of  pa-  | 
pers,  both  in  South  Carolina  and  I’ennsylvania. 

It  is  said  that  he  went  to  the  city  a.  poor  lad,  | 
and  by  attention  and  industry  ho  arose  to  be  1 
one  of  the  prominent  mercliants  of  Philadrl-  ; 
phia.  He  subsequently  retired  from  biisiues.=  , . 
and  spent  the  remaiuder  of  his  days  on  liis  j 
farm.  He  was  a man  of  sterling  integrity  and  ' 
decidedly  republican  principles.  He  was,  for  1 
some  years,  an  associate  judge  of  Montgomery  ; 
county,  and  was  afterwards  elected  canal  com-  ^ 
missioner  of  the  State.  In  18-18  he  ran  as  the  ' 
democratic  candidate  for  governor,  but  was 
defeated  fey  IViHiam  F.  Johnston  by  a very  , 
small  majority.  He  died  a few  years  ago,  and  '■ 
was  interred  in  the  Cathedral  cemetery,  over  ] 
Schuylkill.  Valley  Green  is  still  in  possession  ; 
of  Mr.  Longstreth’s  family.  | 

From  the  collision  of  two  trainj  on  the  North  \ 
Pennsylvania  railroad  an  awful  accident  bap-  j 
pened  in  this  township,  about  half  a mile  below 
the  Fort  IVashingtoQ  station,  on  the  17th  of; 
July,  1856,  by  wh.di  forty  persons  were  k lled  I 
instantly,  and  twenty  died  subseiiuently.  The  : 
wounded  numbered  nearly  sixty.  Tiii.s  acci-  ' 
dent  arose  in  cen.sequence  of  the  up  train  being  I 
heavily  laden  with  a Sunday  School  excursion 
on  a visit  to  Fort  Washington,  and  being  a few 
minutes  beliiadticie,  the  down  - train,  not  await- 
ing their  arrival,  as  it  should,  da.shed  on,  and 
the  result  followed.  Ilml  that  train  waited  but 
tvTO  minutes  all  would  have  been  right.  Not 
long  since,  in  being  at  this  spot,  we  could  not 
help  but  rcdect  what  pleasant  anticipations 
tbit  party  must  have  had  but  a few  moments 


previously,  when  Fort  Wbishington,  the  ohj“Ct 
cf  their  journey,  was  almost  in  sight. 

XI. 

WIIITEMARSH  ; 

ITS  KEVOLUTIONARV  IlISTORV. 

The  battle  of  llrnndywine  was  fought  Sep. 
tember  11th,  1777,  and  resulted  disasirou'-ly 
to  the  Americans.  IV’a.sbingtoo  retreated  tliat 
night  to  Chester,  and  the  ne.xt  d.ny  crossed  ov‘t 
the  Schuylkill,  rc.solved  to  give  them  another 
battle.  On  the  17th  be  made  an  attack  at 
Goshen,  in  Chester  county,  but  a violent  str.rm 
accompanied  by  torrenls  of  rabi  stopped  ifs 
further  progress  and  rendered  it  iLapo.ssibie 
for  cither  army  to  keep  the  field.  Washington 
concluded  to  replenish  his  ammunition  and 
therefore  retired  with  the  main  army  up  the 
Schuylkill  and  crossed  at  Parker’s  Ferry  on  the 
10th,  and  on  the  2:3d  was  near  Puttsgrove. 
Sir  William  Howe,  e.uly  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  decamped  from  the  Great  Valley,  and 
crossed  the  Schuylkill  at  FatlanJ  Ford,  and  by 
ea.sy  inarch  continued  his  route  to  Philadelj'bia, 
wiiicli  he  entered  on  the  2Gth  without  opposi- 
tion, at  the  head  of  a detachment  of  British 
and  Hessian  grenadiers.  The  remaiEder  of 
his  army  encamped  at  Germantown. 

Washington,  after  several  days’  rest,  broke  up 
bis  camp  near  I’ottsgrovc,  with  a view  of 
placing  bi.s  army  in  a strong  position  and  with- 
in a convenient  distance  from  the  L’ritish,  en- 
camped on  the  Skippack  road,  about  sixteen 
miles  from  t.termantown.  The  American  army 
at  this  time  was  in  a wretched  condition,  par- 
ticularly as  respects  clotliing  and  shoes.  Up- 
’ wants  of  one  thousand  men  were  actuallv  bare- 
I footed  and  performed  their  marches  in  this 
condiiinn.  Not  disparaged,  however,  with 
tliese  diliicultie.s,  early  on  the  morning  of  Oc- 
tober 4t!i,  Wa.sbington  led  his  little  band 
through  the  mist  and  fog  and  made  an  attack 
‘ on  the  enemy’s  outpost  at  Germantown.  In 
' the  beginning  every  thing  appeared  favorable 
I to  the  .American  can.se,  but  Ihrougli  several 
) mistakes  the  tide  turned  and  they  had  to  leave 
< the  field  in  po.ssrosion  of  those  who  had  pre- 
t viously  occupied  it.  AVasbington,  that  e.amo 
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uigbt,  miirclicd  liis  men  to  Pennypncker's 
on  the  Perkiomen,  twenty-six  miles  from  Pliil-I 
nde’ptiin,  nnd  two  miles  nbove  tbe  present 
Skippackville.  Here  they  remained  till  the  > 
9tb,  if  not  longer,  to  recover  fronibbeir  tatigues  i 
and  attend  to  their  wounded  and  dying.  ' 

News  having  reached  the  camp  of  a signal  j 
victory  iiaving  been  gained  by  Oeneral  Gates  i 
over  General  Burgoyne,  on  the  7th,  at  Sarato-  ' 
ga,  a fea  de  joy  on  the  loth  was  ordered  in  t 
honor  o(  the  event.  On  the  IGth  the  army  \ 
encamped  at  Peter  Wentz’s  in  Towamencin 
township,  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  i 
on  the  same  grounds  they'  had  occupie<lj,on  the  , 
morning  of  the  dtli,  when  the  attack  was  madu  '■ 
on  Germautow n . The  army'occupied  this  po- 
sition till  the  -1st,  when  the  line  of  march  was  ; 
taken  for  the  vicinity  of  the  present  village  of  1 
Whitemarsh,  where  they  pitched  their  tents  on 
the  neighboring  hills.  The  whole  British  army  ’ 
under  Burgovne  having  surrendered  on  tlic  1 
18th,  strong  reinforcements  were  siiuHly  after 
sent  by  General  Gates,  and  on  this  accession  ' 
Washington’s  army  numbered  eleven  thousand  < 
men,  of  whom  three  thousaml  were  unfit  for  1 
duty,  “ being  barefooted  and  otherwise  naked.”  < 
In  a letter  to  Congress,  then  at  York,  Penn-  ■; 
sylvania,  dated  Whitemarsli,  October  21st,  ! 
Washington  says  ; ” It  gives  me  great  concern  ^ 
to  inform  Congress,  that  after  all  my  e.vertions  ) 
we  are  still  in  a distressed  situation  for  want  , 
of  blankets  and  shoes.  At  this  time  no  incon-  ^ 
siderable  part  of  our  force  are  incapable  of  ) 
acting  through  the  deficiency  of  the  latter,  and  s 
I fear,  without  we  can  be  relieved,  it  will  be  t 
the  case  with  two-thirds  of  the  army  in  the  1 
course  of  a few  days.”  \ 

Washington  selected  a strong  position  for  ? 
his  army  at  Wliiteinarsh,  being  on  a range  of  ^ 
hills,  since  called  Camp  Hill,  then  covered  with  ' 
timber  and  commanding  the  road  leading  from  ) 
Bethlehem  to  the  city.  Around  the  brow  of 
the  hill  a line  of  entrenchments  were  thrown 
up  mounted  with  cannon,  and  redoubts  erected 
here  and  there  for  the  greater  security  of  the  ’ 
camp.  While  the  army  lay  here,  Wasliington  . 
established  his  hoad-quarters  at  the  large  and  ■' 
hospitable  mansion  of  Mr.  tlinar,  near  by,  { 
which  is  still  standing.  Howe,  about  tliis  1 
time,  withdrew  his  troops  from  Germantown,  ; 
probably  fearing  another  attack,  and  concen-  { 
trated  his  force  in  the  city  and  i's  immediate 
vicinity  for  greater  security.  The  British  had  ^ 
not  long  been  in  possession  of  the  city  before  > 


they  made  excursions  into  the  country  for  the 
purpose  of  plundering.  At  the  same  time 
parties  of  soldiers  were  sent  from  the  army  at 
\S  hiteinarsh,  to  search  all  places  for  fire  arms, 
grain  and  cattle,  which  they  took  forcibly  for 
the  use  of  the  army,  and  likewise  to  prevent 
iheir  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Whatever  was  taken  they  left  orders  for,  to  be 
paid  hy  tbe  Quarter  Master-General.  The 
consequences  were  great  pains  were  taken  in 
those  troublesome  times  by  the  country  people 
(0  conceal,  in  partitions,  garrets,  ceilings,  and 
other  places,  their  most  valuable  effects  and 
such  as  were  likely  to  be  wanted  by  the  army. 
Tea,  coffee,  salt,  and  cotton  goods  became  very 
high  ami  scarce,  owing  mostly  to  the  obstruc- 
tions existing  between  tiie  city  and  country  by 
the  p.atrolling  parties  of  both  armies.  Men 
and  boys  were  impressed  into  the  service  by' 
the  British  as  well  tis  Americans, 

From  the  Journal  of  the  Rev.  II.  M.  lUuh- 
leuberg,  of  the  Trappe,  we  learn  that  in  the 
latter  part  of  October  of  this  year,  a busdiel 
of  salt  brought  £lo,  or  SIO  of  our  present  cur- 
rency. Uuder  date  of  November  4t!i,  he  says: 
*'  All  young  men  of  eighteen  years  must  go  into 
the  field  with  the  militia;  those  under  eighteen 
ave  exempt,  but  must  show  proof  of  their  age.” 
'iVashington,  in  a letter  to  Congress,  of  Novem- 
ber 11th,  in  sneaking  of  these  matters,  makes 
the  following  remarks  : ” The  condition  of  the 
army  for  the  want  of  clothes  and  blankets,  and 
the  little  prospect  we  have  of  obtaining  relief 
according  to  tbe  information  I have  received 
from  the  board  of  war,  occasion  me  to  trouble 
you  nt  this  time.  The  mode  of  seizing  and 
forcing  supplies  from  the  inhabitants,  I fear, 
would  prove  very  inadequate  to  the  demands, 
while  it  would  certainly  embitter  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  excite  perh.aps  a hurtful  jeal- 
ousy against  the  army.  I have  iiad  officers  out 
for  the  purpose  of  puroh.asing  and  making  vol- 
untary' collections  of  necessaries  : and,  in  a few 
instances,  more  coercive  mea.'-ures  have  been 
exercised  : but  all  these  have  proven  of'’littie 
avail ; onr  distresses  still  continue,  and  are  be- 
coming greater.  I would,  therefore,  humbly  sub- 
mit it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  wheth- 
er it  m.iy  not  be  expedieut_for|them  to  address 
the  several  legislative  and  executive  power.s 
of  the  States  on  this  subject  as  early  as  possi- 
ble, and  in  the  most  urgent  terms.” 

In  consequence  of  the  late  victory  achieved 
by  General  Gates  over  Burgoyne,  at  Saratoga, 
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and  the  two  successive  repulses  of  Washington,  ' barked  his  men  and  baggage  in  a number  of 
at  Brandywine  and  Germantown,  there  were  j slcops,  he  arrived,  in  a few  days,  at  reekskill. 
men  at  this  time,  bjth  in  and  out  of  Congress,  ; From  this  point  be  advanced  without  delay,  and 
who  were  desirous  of  a change  in  the  supreme  \ arrived  at  Whitemarsh  about  the  18th  of  No- 
comraand  of  the  army,  and  wished  to  substitute  \ vember.  No  men  in  the  American  army  were 
General  Gates  in  Washington’s  position.  Tliis  | held  in  greater  dread  by  the  British  than  these 
faction  was  cot  strong,  but  they  were  sutlicient-  J sharpshooters  ; and  on  every  occasion,  where 
ly  active  for  some  of  their  proceedings  to  reach  they  possibly  could,  would  show  them  but  little 
Washington.  On  thi.'»  matter,  in  a letter  to  . mercy.  The  Uev.  it.  M.  Muhlenberg,  in  his 
Congress,  on  the  17 th,  lie  says  : “ 1 am  inform-  ; .fournal,  gives  the  following  interesting  account 
ed  that  it  is  a matter  of  amazement,  and  tliat  j of  one  of  tlie  means  they  used  to  accompHsh 
reflections  have  been  thrown  out  against  this  1 this  object:  “Several  Hessian  prisoners  have 
army  for  not  being  more  active  and  euterpri.^ing  j been  brought  to  riiibidelpliia.  One  of  them 
than,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  they  ought  to  have  1 accidentally  met  a settler  who  was  his  first 
been.  If  the  charge  is  just,  the  be.st  way  to  { cousin,  who  asked  him  what  induced  him  to 
account  for  it  will  be  to  refer  you  to  the  returns  J come  to  America  to  injure  his  own  flesh  and 
of  our  strength,  and  those  I can  produce  of  the  ^ blood.  The  prisoner  answered  that  he  was 
enemy,  and  the  enclosed  abstract  of  the  cloth-  i dragged  out  of  his  bed  from  his  wife  and  child- 
iug  now  actually  wanting  for  the  army;  and  | ren,  and  forcedj^into  service.  Others  were 
then,  I think,  the  wonder  will  be,  bow  they  i asked  wliy  they  attacked  the  Americans  on 
keep  the  field  at  all  in  tents,  at  thi.s  season  of  1 Long  Island  so  violently,  and  treated  them  with 
♦ be  year.  What  stock  the  clothier-general  has  ( sucli  barbarity?  He  said  the  English  officers 
to  supply  this  demand,  or  what  are  his  pros-  ! had  made  them  believe  that  the  Americans 
pects,  he  hinnself  will  inform  you,  as  I have  di-  > were  savages  and  cannibals,  in  particular  those 
reeled  him  to  gOyto  York  to  lay  these  matters  ( with  fringe  on  their  dress,  who  were  especially 
before  Congress.”  | to  be  put  out  of  the  way  as  fast  as  possible,  if 

IVe  shall  shortly  introduce  to  tlie  reader's  s they  were  not  desirous  of  being  tortured  and 
acquaintance  D.iaicl  Morgan  and  his  brave  1 eaten  while  still  living.  These  very  riflemen 
riflemen,  in  actual  engagement  with  General  | are  mostly  native-born,  of  Engli.«h  or  German 
Ilowe’s  army  on  the  fields  of  Wuitemarsli  and  ! descent;  and  in  this  way  the  Hessian?  were 
vicinity  ; but,  before  doing  so,  we  wish  to  make  1 especially  set  on  their  own  people  and  blood  ; 
a few  remarks  on  this  etfeccive  corps,  which  S for  the  cunning  Englishmen  would  rather  fill 
may  be  necessary  for  a better  understanding  of  ' the  ditches  of  a fortified  line  with  purchased 
the  subject.  In  the  begiuuing  of  .Tuno  last,  | foreign  fascines  than  with  their  own  domineer- 
through  the  recommendation  of  Washington,  a < in^  bodies.” 

regiment  of  riflemen  was  authorized  by  Con-  | Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  Jlorgan’s  regi- 
gress,  and  of  which  Colonel  Morgan  received  > ment.  General  Greene,  with  all  the  troops  that 
the  command;  Richards  of  Pennsylvania  was  | were  with  him,  also  came  in,  except  Hunting- 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel  and  Morris,  of  | don's  brigade,  which  did  not  arrive  until  the  1st 
New  Jersey,  major.  This  regiment  was  di-  | of  December,  which  now  made  Washington's 
sided  into  eight  companies  and  on  Morgan  was  ! strength  about  eleven  thousand  men.  Scarcely 
zjonferred  the  power  to  select  the  captains.  It  j had  a few  days  passed,  when  it  becante  known 
was  particularly  at  .Saratoga  that  this  regiment  I to  Washington  that  General  liowe  meddatej 
•of  sharp-shooters  rendered  conspicuous  service  \ an  attack  upon  the  American  camp.  It  appears 
•to  the  Americau  cause,  and  it  is  believed,  in  j that  this  intormation  was  obtained  in  the  fol- 
ihat  afl'air,  that  Morgan  and  his  men  did  more  { lowing  manner  : Opposite  General  Howe's 
lo  bring  about  ilie  victory  than  any  other  por-  i head  quarters,  iu  Second  street,  below  Spruce, 
tion  of  the  army.  It  appears  that  General  j lived  William  and  Lydia  Darruh,  members  of 
Gates  always  unwillingly  acknowledged  the  1 the  Society  of  Friends.  A superior  officer  of 
Dterits  of  Morgan  and  his  men  in  that  triumph,  j the  British  army,  believed  to  be  the  Adjutant 
General  Burgoyne  having  surrendered  on  the  i General,  fixed  upon  one  of  their  chambers,  a 
18th  of  October,  Colonel  Morgan  and  his  regi-  | back  room,  for  private  conference,  and  two  or 
meat  were  sent  on  with  all  possible  despatch.  1 three  of  them  fuqucnily  met  there  in  close 
He  marched  to  Albany,  where,  having  em-  i cousult.itiou.  .\bouL  the  fld  of  Deceuiber,  the 


-rj.. 


1 


I 


t 


f 


.J 


WHITEMARSil, 


(3 


Adjutant  General  told  Lydia  that  they  would  be  ) and  red  mbts.  Captain  McLane,  who  had  been 
in  the  room  at  seven  o’clock,  and  remain  late,  < sent  forward  with  one  hundred  chosen  light 
and  that  they  wished  the  family  to  retire  to  f-  horsemen  to  watch  the  enemy,  discovered  them 
bed;  adding  that  when  they  were  going  away,  j on  the  advance,  at  Three  Mile  Run,  a short 
they  would  call  iier  to  let  them  out  and  estin-  j distance  below  the  Rising  Sun,  on  the  (lernmn- 
guish  the  hre  and  candles.  She  accordingly  '■  town  road,  and  compelled  their  front  division 
eeut  all  her  family  to  bed.;  but,  as  the  oiiicer  ' to  change  their  line  of  march.  They  passed 
had  been  so  particular,  her  curiosity  was  ex-  1,  forward,  however,  and  lay  near  Chestiiut  Hill 
cited.  She  took  off  her  shoes,  and  putting  over  night.  On  this  morning  the  Americans 
her  ear  to  the  key-hole,  overheard  an  order  ^ were  all  under  arms  and  everything  prepared 
read  for  the  British  troops  to  march  out  lute  ^ for  battle.  Brigadier  General  Irvine,  with  six 
in  the  evening  of  the  6th  and  attack  General?  hundred  Pennsylvania  militia,  was  sent  forward 
Washington’s  army.  Ou  hearing  this  she  ( by  Washington  to  skirraisii  with  their  liglit  ad- 
returned  to  her  chamber  and  laid  down.  Some  vanceJ  parlies  on  Chestnut  Hill,  but  unfortu- 
time  afterw.arJs  the  ofticers  knocked  at  her  nately  fell  in  with  them  before  he  got  there,  st 
door,  but  she  rose  only  on  the  third  summons,  ' the  foot  of  the  hill.  A sharp  conflict  ensued, 
having  feigned  herself  asleep.  Her  mind  was  i hut  hi.^  people  soon  gave  way,  leaving  him 
so  much  agitated  that  she  could  not  eat  nor  ' wounded  with  the  loss  of  three  fingers  and  a 
sleep  ; supposing  it  to  be  in  her  power  to  save  bad  contusion  of  the  head.  Pour  or  five  others 
the  lives  of  thousands  of  her  fellow  countrymen,  s were  also  wounded  and  taken  prisoners.  The 
but  being  unable  to  convey  the  information  to  ' enemy  lost  about  twelve  in  killed  and  wouudvd, 
General  Washington,  not  daring  to  confide  the  j among  them  a Sir  James  Murray.  Hothing 
secret  to  her  husband.  The  time  left,  however,  | more  occurred  on  this  day.  In  the  night,  the 
was  short.  She  quickly  determined  to  make  ' Briti.sh  changed  their  ground,  moving  towards 
her  way',  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  American  the  northeast,  within  a mile  of  the  American 
outposts.  She  informed  her  family  that  as  1 line,  where  they  remained  quietly  and  nd- 
Bhe  was  in  want  of  flour  she  would  gc  to  j vantageously  posted  during  the  whole  of  tha 
Franklord  for  some.  She  got  access  to  Genera!  j ni^xt  day.  On  Sunday,  the  8th,  they  inclined 
Howe,  and  solicited,  what  he  readily  granted,  ( still  further  in  the  direction  of  the  village  of 
a pass  through  the  British  troops  on  the  lines.  ; Abington,  amV from  every  appearance  there  was 
Leaving  her  bag  at  the  mill,  she  hastened  to-  , reason  to  apprehend  that  they  were  determined 
wards  the  .American  lines,  and  encountered  ou  > on  an  action.  In  this  movement  their  advanced 
the  way  an  American,  Lieutenant  Colonel  | and  flanking  parties  were  warmly  attacked  by 
Craig,  of  the  light  horse,  who,  with  some  of  ! Colonel  Morgan  and  bis  corps,  and  also  by  tho 
his  men,  was  on  the  look-out  for  information.  ! Maryland  militia,  under  Colonel  Gist.  They 
He  knew  her  and  inquired  where  she  was  go-  ) were  also  supported  by  General  Potter’s  bi  igade 
ing.  To  him  she  disclosed  her  secret,  after  ■' and  Colonel  Webb’s  regimeiit.  Near  whore  tha 
having  obtained  from  him  a solemn  promise  . Susquehann.a  Street  roaJ  crosses  Edge  iiili, 
never  to  betray  her  individuality,  as  her  life  ] Morgan  met  the  British  tind  a short  hut  seveie 
might  be  at  stake  with  the  British.  He  con-  ^ conflict  ensued.  The  British  concentrating 
ducted  her  to  a house  near  at  hand,  directed  [ their  forces,  Morg.an  and  the  militia  withdrew 
something  for  her  to  eat,  and  hastened  to  head-  ] on  account  of  superior  numbers.  The  enemy 
quarters,  when  he  made  General  Washington  < now  filed  off,  and  by  two  or  three  routes  made 
acquainted  with  all  he  heard.  As  U'ashington  ^ a hasty  retreat  to  I’hiladelphi.a.  By  this  en- 
epeaks  of  having  had  “a  variety  of  iutelli-  j gagement  twenty-seven  men  were  either  killed 
gence”  of  this  meditated  attack,  it  appears  he  | or  wounded  in  ^lorgan's  regiment,  among  tha 
also  got  information  from  other  sources.  The  ( latter,  but  beyond  all  hope  of  recovery,  was 
American  General,  as  may  well  be  expected,  \ the  noble-hearted  and  intrepid  Major  .Morris, 
made  all  due  preparations  to  prevent  surprise,  j who  left  a wife  and  children  to  mourn  his  loss. 

It  was  not,  however,  till  Thursday  night,  tlie  Among  the  Maryland  militia  there  were  sixteen 
5th,  that  General  Ilowe  moved  from  Philadel-  or  seventeen  wounded.  It  is  said,  on  the  re- 
phia  with  all  his  force,  amounting  to  upwards  . turn  of  the  enemy  to  the  city,  they  lo't,  in 
of  twelve  thousand  men,  e.xcepting  a very  in-  ' this  excursion,  three  hundred  and  fifty  in  killed 
considerable  portion,  which  was  left  in  his  lines  t and  wounded. 
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The  principal  Jcfigu  the  Briiiih  cominHuder  i clothed  to  be  enabled  much  Fonger  fo  ffitlififand 
Lad  in  thia  expedition  was,  by  menus  of  demon-  J exposure,  and  their  auti'erings  \vere  also  in- 
strations,  to  get  Washington  to  quit  his  strong  | creased  by  a want  of  blauktls  and  shoes, 
position,  in  order  to  bring  on  a general  engage-  Notwithstanding  tlie  tardiness  of  Congress  in 
ment,  which  he  prudently  declined.  Dy  his  1 supplying  their  wants,  the  time  was  at  han'3; 
retreat  to  rhiladelphia  he  had  to  acknowledge  i when  soinetliiiig  Imd  to  be  done,  and  tliat  quick-' 
that  he  o’id  not  cl.-ire  to  risk  an  .attack,  riliough  1 iy,  tio,  for  delays  li^.J  uiteady  been  practised 
be  liad  come  out  with  some  such  intention,)  j to  sucli  an  extent  tliat  poor  human  nature 
notwithstanding  he  outnumbered  the  Ameri-  i could  not  be  expected  to  impose  much  more 
cans.  FYashingtCD,  in  liis  ouici.al  account  of  i for  sullering  to  endure.  Ubal  was  to  be  done 
this  affair  to  Congress,  speaks  tlius  on  tlie  sub-  < in  tills  dilemma  ? It  was  decided  by  the  ob- 
ject; “ I sincerely  wish  they  liad  made  an  .-.t-  ) cers  of  tUu  army  that  Whicemarsh  was  not  a 
tack,  as  the  issue,  in  all  probability,  from  the  ^ proper  place  for  a winter  encampment.  A 
disposition  of  our  troops  and  the  strong  situa-  < uouiicil  of  war  was  IielJ  on  the  SOlli  of  No- 
tion of  our  camp,  would  have  been  fortunate  ; vember,  at  whicli  a wide  difference  of  opinion 
and  happy.  At  tiie  same  time,  I must  add  lliat  ^ prevailed  as  to  the  locality  aud  tlie  manner  of 
reason,  prudence  and  every  principle  of  poliev,  I;  cantotdng  the  troops  For  the  winter.  bVasL- 
forbade  us  quitting  cur  po.>i  to  attack  tiiem.  ! ington  was  sati.‘'lied  from  tlie  great  diversity  of 
Nothing  but  success  would  liave  justified  the  ' opinion  that  prevailed  on  these  subjects  that 
ineasere  ; and  this  couid  not  be  expected  Irom  i unanimity  couiJ  not  be  hoped  for.  lie  tbere- 
their  position.”  < fore  fixed  upon  Valley  Forge  as  the  most  suit- 

lu  February,  ISoG,  there  was  still  living  in  t able  place  for  a winter  enc.impmenr,  and  that 
Hempstead,  in  his  rjlnety-scveuth  year,  Zadia-  ■ it  possessed  the  advantages  of  strengtir  and 
riah  Greene,  wlio  served  as  a soldier  in  tiii.s  ? distance  from  the  enemy,  so  as  to  be  enabled 
encampment  and  by  request  furnished  a rela-  | to  watch  liis  movements  and  keep  liis  foraging 
tion  of  his  services  while  here.  The  following  ^ parties  in  clieck  and  protect  the  country  iroiai, 
is  an  extract,  and  gives  some  additional  liglit  ^ depredations.  The  distance  from  '.VLitemirsh 
on  the  subject:  “I  was  also  in  the  battle  of  ■ euc.unpment  to  Valley  Forge  was  about  tbir- 

Wbitemarsli,  about  fifteen  miles  above  Pliila-  ) teen  mlies,  aud  on  the  11th  of  December  the- 
delpliia,  where  the  British  were  robbiii"  the  \ oatriot  anny  starte'l  on  the  march  and  crossed 
people  of  their  cattle,  horses,  corn,  wheat,  liav,  { the  Schuylkill  at  Swedes’  Ford.  Of  this  body 
&0.  I marched  with  the  troops  that  were  no  less  than  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ordered  to  march  in  haste,  without  change  of  ; ninety-eight  were  unfit  for  duty,  and  so  scarce 
clothes,  to  their  relief.  We  reached  the  field  ) were  shoes  among  the  soldiers  that  they  might 
of  battle  the  7th  of  December,  1777,  in  the  s I'ave  been  tracked  by  the  blood  of  their  feet 
afternoon.  I was  on  tlie  right  flai;k  of  tlic  ad-  ^ in  marching  barefooted  over  the  hard  frozen 
vanced  guard,  my  brother  or.  the  left  flank,  and  ■ groun'i. 

we  were  both  wounded.  My  wound  was  dress- S During  the  encampment,  which  was  from 
ed  in  one  of  General  Washington’s  rooms,  and  ^ October  21st  to  December  lllh,  a period  of 
then  myself  and  others  left  the  Louse  to  make  i seven  wee-ks,  several  important  events  trar.s- 
room  for  others,  and  took  up  onr  lodging  in  a pired  in  our  revolutionary  history.  The  court 
horse-shed,  without  a blaul:et  or  an  overcoat,  ’ marshal  for  the  trial  of  Biigadier  General 
and  lay  on  buckwheat  straw  — rather  coarse  ' W'ayuo  was  held  here  on  the  2oth,  2fit!i,  2T.th 
and  damp  substitute  for  featliers.  The  ni'glit  j find  GQih  of  October,  for  his  ionduck  on  tho 
was  sleepless,  the  cold  distressing,  and  it  is  | 20th  of  September,  at  I’aoli.  General  Sulliviu 
ditficult  to  de.'icribe  the  anguish  I endured  in  ^ was  I'le-iderit  of  the  board,  and  after  a patient 
my  shattered  bones,  but  it  was  for  -American  ^ and  impartial  investigation  they  unaniincusly 
freedom.  The  next  morning.  General  Greene  I decided  that  on  that  occasion  be  had  done 
procured  rooms  for  myself  aud  brother,  where  ■)  every  thing  th.at  could  be  expected  from  an 
my  wound  and  bis  were  dressed  by  the  young  ^ active,  bravo  and  efficient  officer,  and  there- 
ladies  of  the  family.”  ^ fore  acquitted  him  with  tlie  highest  honor. 

Winter  was  now  approaching  and  the  sol-  i The  liouse  used  by  Washington,  as  ills  licod- 
diers  were  still  only  slieltered  frotn  its  iuel'’iii-  < q'j.avters,  is  situated  about  two  hundred  yards 
encics  by  teats  ; besides  they  were  too  poorly  i east  of  the  Noitb  Feunsylvania  railroad,  in 
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^ppcr  DuWm  township,  lint  only  a few  yards  ! open.  Its  dimensions  are  eevenfeen  steps  on 
from  the  Whitemarsli  line,  and  fourteen  miles  ! the  north  west  side,  or  sixty-six  steps  around 
from  tlie  city.  .Samly  Run  flows  near  by,  in  it  on  the  top.  These  remains  are  eleviUed 
front,  and  Camp  Hill  is  directly  in  the  rear,  s from  six  to  ten  feet  above  the  surface  of  the 
on  which  the  principal  part  of  the  army  were  s ground  on  the  outside.  There  are  several 
posted.  This  house  is  of  stone  and  about  ;■  cherry  and  cedar  trees  growing  on  it — some  we 
eighty  feet  in  length  by  twenty-seven  in  width,  J presume  forty  yetirs  old.  It  cominamls  the 
two  stories  high,  and  had  a hipped  roof  w hich  J roads  below  for  some  distance.  The  Spring 
was  modernized  in  18o4.  Even  now  it  is  con-  \ House  pike  approaches  witliin  one  hundred 
Bidered  of  large  size,  but  certainly  when  it  was  ' and  fifty  yards  of  these  works,  and  we  suppose 
built,  which  was  some  time  before  the  revoKi-  it  is  elevated  perpendicularly  above  it  ationt 
•fion,  it  must  have  been  great.  We  were  here  1 sixty  feet.  It  is  not  quite  on  tlie  highest  part 
Several  years  ago,  before  any  alterations  had  ; of  the  hill.  A resident  in  the  neigiiborLood 
been  made,  and  could  still  see  some  traces  of  ^ informed  us  that  even  down  to  thirty  years 
its  former  elegance.  Through  the  centre  from  ago  there  were  still  considerable  remains  of 
tho  main  entrance  was  a hall  fifteen  feet  wide,  ^entrenchments,  which,  by  tlie  cultivation  of 
leading  to  the  moms  on  either  side,  which  had  | the  land,  have  since  become  obliterated.  Fort 
been  occupied  by  Washington.  This  was  np-  < Washington  is  now  owned  bj-  Jacob  Haines, 
proached  by  a flight  of  ancient  looking,  but  s residing  near  by.  This  hill  is  situated  up- 
well  finished  steps,  wrought  out  of  soapstone.  '{  wards  of  half  a mile  west  of  Camp  Hill,  and 
The  hospitality  of  Mr.  Elmar,  its  wealthy  ' is  a continualiou  of  the  same  range,  but  is 
■owner,  still  lives  in  the  traditions  of  the  neigh-  S separated  from  it  by  Sandy  Run.  On  both  uf 
borhood,  and  which  have  bean  corroborated  by  ; these  hiils  mu-kets  and  cannon  balls  are  yet 
Mr.  Greene.  In  our  visit  here  in  1854,  a | occasionally  found.  We  were  told  that  a few 
eketch  was  made  of  this  niausion  which  we  ; years  ago,  in  plougliing  a field,  there  was  dis- 
bold  in  our  possession.  There  is  still  attached  > covered  various  relics,  such  as  pewter  plates, 
to  this  place  an  extensive  farm  which  belonged  5 broken  swords,  bayonets,  musket  locks,  &c. 
to  John  Fitzwater,  but  after  his  decease  was  > V.'hile  the  American  army  lay  at  Valley  Forgo 
eold  in  18-57  to  its  owner,  Mr.  Charles  Amen.  ^ VfasLiugton  received  intelligence  that  the  Rri- 
Campilill,  on  which  the  principal  part  of  the  ^ tish  contemplated  to  evacuate  the  city,  ami  ac- 
array  was  posted,  as  already  stated,  is  imme-  ^ cordingiy  sent  La  Fayette  with  two  thou“and 
diately  in  the  rear  of  the  house  used  by  Wash-  s one  hundred  treops  and  five  pieces  of  cannon, 
ingtou  as  his  head-quarters.  Here  the  army  ^ on  the  18th  of  IMay,  1778,  across  the  So'-.uyl- 
took  a strong  position  and  added  extensive  ■ kill,  to  take  post  at  Barren  Hill.  The  princl- 
field  works.  On  the  2dth  of  May,  18-57,  we  ' pal  object  of  this  expedition  was  to  cut  off  any 
were  on  this  hill  and  were  delighted  with  the  ? foraging  parties  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  in 
splendid  view  which  itaffonisof  the  surround-  ' the  vicinity,  as  well  as  to  restrain  tiiese  de- 
ing  country.  Its  summit  is  still  covered  with  ■ predations  and  to  obt  lin,  as  far  as  possible,  cr- 
woods,  and  innumerable  violets  and  honey-  > rect  information  of  their  movements,  and  in 
suckles  were  then  in  full  bloom,  among  which  \ case  cf  a departure  to  f.ul  on  their  re-ir  and 
warbled  sweetly  the  thrush,  the  cat-bird  and  ^ hurrass  their  march.  As  soon  as  he  arrived  at 
the  wood  robin.  Ah!  thought  we,  how  ^ the  place  lie  fixed  his  quarters  a short  oi.aiance 
changed,  after  the  lapse  of  eighty  years  I — the  \ west  of  the  church,  and  made  tiie  requi‘i'9 
scene  once  so  warlike  now  so  peaceful.  The  J arrangements  to  prevent  any  surprise.  TLa 
remains  of  entrenchmonts  ou  the  brow  of  the  > same  day  a tory  in  the  neighborhood  sent  a 
hill  are  still  discernable,  running  parallel  with  ) messenger  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  wiio  was  now 
the  road  leading  to  the  city.  ; in  the  comniami  of  the  British  artny  at  E’lii'.-i- 

What  is  popularly  knowu  as  Fort  Washing-  ^ .lelpuia,  informing  him  of  La  Fayt-lte’s  po^i- 
ton  is  nothing  more  than  a redoubt  erected  on  s tioii  ami  strength.  A plan  was  iLame-iiatcly 
an  eminence  cf  the  same  name,  hy  tlie  army  1 formed  by  riintoii  fur  a surprise.  Ou  the 
during  the  Revolution.  Of  ail  tlie  works  orice  night  of  the  I'Jth,  five  tlioii-ouid  uien  were  rent 
ou  this  bill  this  alone,  w«  believe,  lias  been  , out  ituder  the  o-immand  of  General  Gr-int,  as 
spared  by  man.  It  is  iu  the  form  of  a squ-ire  siste-i  by  Sir  William  Erskiiie.  wiio  uiarcheii  t-y 
or  diamond,  with  the  upper  ride  cn  tlie  Jiill  way  of  Fiankfoi.l  and  ttie  present  vilUgo  ot 
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Whllemarah  to  a position  in  tLe  rear  of  I. a 
Fayette.  Another  stronfr  force,  umler  General 
Grey,  went  up  the  Scluiylkil!  ami  took  a posi- 
tion about  three  miles  below  Barren  Hill,  while 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  led  in  person  n third  divi- 
sion throuirh  Germantown,  and  before  daylight 
halted  at  Chestnut  Kill.  The  situation  of  La 
Fayette  was  now  critical  and  he  was  nearly 
surrounded  by  a greatly  superior  force  before 
he  was  aware  of  his  .situation.  The  first  in- 
telligence the  Americans  ‘had  was  from  an 
oEoer  who  was  sent  to  reconnoitre,  who  ob- 
served the  scarlet  coats  of  the  enemy  through 
the  trees  about  a mile  distant,  on  the  road 
leading  from  Whitemarsh  to  Swedes’  Ford. 
La  Fayette  immediately  conceived  the  dnnger 
of  his  position  and  stationed  a considerable 
force  within  the  ciiurchy.ard,  around  which 
there  was  a strong  stone  wall.  Being  satisfied 
that  he  could  not  retreat  with  safety  to  Swedes’ 
Ford,  he  accordingly  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Matson's  Ford,  now  Conshehocken,  the  road 
leading  nearly  all  the  way  through  the  woods. 
At  intervals  in  fiiis  distance  he  ordered  several 
Bm.all  parties  in  the  rear  to  show  themselves 
occasionally  at  different  points  so  ns  to  deceive 
General  Grant,  who  haHed  to  prepare  himself 
for  an  attac'u,  while  at  tiie  same  time  be  was 
awaiting  the  approach  of  the  otiier  divisions. 
While  this  delay  occurred  the  Americans  made 
a quick  march  to  the  ford  where  they  crossed 
Bafely  with  all  their  artillery  and  took  a posi- 
tion on  the  high  ground  opposite.  General 
Grant,  in  the  meantime,  marched  to  Darren 
Hill  and  instead  of  meeting  the  Americans 
there,  as  he  had  espected,  found  the  division 
under  Clinton  awaiting  his  arrival.  They  then 
marched  as  far  as  the  ford,  but  finding  it  difli- 
cult  to  pass  over  wheeled  round,  disiippoiiitcd 
and  chagrined,  to  Philadelphia.  In  conveying 
their  artillery  across  the  river  the  Americans 
Were  fired  at  by  an  advance  party,  by  which 
they  lost  nine  men,  either  killed  or  taken  pri- 
Bonera.  Of  the  enemy  two  horsemen  were 
killed  and  several  wounded.  On  arriving  at 
Valley  Forge,  La  Fayette  and  his  men  were 
greeted  with  the  most  enthusia.stic  huzzas. 
General  Poor  and  Captain  .M’Lane  were  the 
principal  American  officers  engaged  in  this 
expedition. 

The  damages  that  tiie  people  of  Whitemur-h 
sustained  from  the  British  during  the  Revolu- 
tion were  estimated,  by  an  a.sscssor  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  at  sis  hundred  and  .'ixty-one 


pound.®,  or  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-two  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents  of  our 
present  currency. 


XII. 

COXSIIEIIOCKEX 


! The  borough  of  Conshehocken  is  situated  r,n 
J the  east  bank  of  the  Schuylkill,  four  miles  be- 
j low  Xorristown  and  thiiteen  from  Philadel- 
i pliia.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  north- 

■ west  by  Plymoutli,  east  and  southeast  by 
' Whitemarsh,  and  south  and  southwest  by  the 

Schuylkill.  In  i ts  territorial  e.xtent  it  is  exactly 
one  mile  square,  and  therefore  contains  six 
, iiundred  and  forty  acres,  one-half  of  which  was 
\ taken  from  Plymouth  and  the  remainder  from 
: V.'hite'tvirsh  Its  fronton  the  river  is  also  one 
mile.  The  land  on  which  the  borough  is  siiu- 
\ ated  rises  gradually  from  the  Schuylkill  for  the 
'/  distance  of  a quarter  of  a mile,  when  it  attains 
' ;i  perpendicular  height  of  about  one  hutidrcd 
, feet,  after  which  it  extends  level.  .Just  below 
' the  borough,  and  along  the  Schuylkill,  is  an 

■ extensive  fl.it  extending  ne.arly  to  Spring  Mill. 

Thougli  of  recent  origin,  Conshehoc’tcen  is 
' q\iite  an  interesting  and  important  place,  par- 
' tlcularly  in  the  variety  and  number  of  its 
( manufacturing  establishments.  According  to 
the  census  of  IS-jO,  it  contained  within  its 
; limits  seven  hundred  and  twentv-seven  inhabi- 
^ taiits,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  houses  and 
'•  eight  farm,®.  Of  late  years,  this  place  has 
^ rapidly  increaseil,  and  its  population  at  this 
\ time  is  probably  over  two  thousand.  Accord- 

■ ing  to  the  ti  iennial  assessment  of  18-38,  the  real 
estate  was  valued  at  S'2C0,79-5,  and  the  horses 
and  neat  cattle  $-”),228.  In  May,  1858,  it  con- 

t tair.eJ  lour  iuii.s  and  the  following  stores : seven 
j merchandise,  two  feed,  one  drug,  one  alotliing, 

■ two  shoe,  three  confectionary,  one  stove,  one 
dry  good®,  two  groceries,  one  tobacco  and  one 

! trimmings;  bcside.s  a lunibef  yard,  coal  yard, 

/ an  Odd  Fellows’  ball  and  a post  office. 

^ The  manufactories  here  are  all  extensive, 
and  when  in  full  blast  give  employment  to  a 
I great  number  of  bands.  The  Plymouth  fur- 
j nace,  belonging  to  Stephen  Colwell  and  Com- 
pany, i.s  one  ot  tbo  largest  establishments  of 
the  kind  in  the  State.  Great  quantities  of  pig 
iron  IS  made  from  the  ore  in  the  vicinity.  An 
^ extensive  business  is  also  carried  on  in  casting 
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Vftrions  kinds  of  mncklnery  and  iron  pipes  for  j end  is  tlie  village  of  West  Consliebockeu,  con- 
conduits.  Of  the  latter,  immense  quantities  j taining  about  tliirty  houses  and  a station  of 
have  been  made  here.  We  were  informed  that  s the  Heading  railroad.  The  Fliiladelpliia,  Ger- 
in  November,  1858,  three  hundred  hands  were  i mantown  and  Norristown  railroad  wasfini.»hed 
employed  in  and  around  the  wot  Us.  When  in  ^ through  this  place  in  August.  185.5,  when  the 
full  operation,  we  learn,  more  than  four  hun-  " first  Iccomolive  and  train  of  cars  passed  over 

dred  hands  are  required.  It  has  been  stated  ) the  road  to  Norristown.  The  riymcutb  rail- 

on  reliable  authority  that  as  early  as  1S48  ^ road,  which  was  incorporated  in  ISCC,  is  nearly 
three  thousand  tons  of  pipes  were  made  here  ^ four  miles  in  length,  and  leads  from  the  linie- 
annually.  This  quantity,  no  doubt,  has  since  s Uilns  above  Plymouth  meeting  house  to  this 
been  considerably  increased.  The  ore  used  ' borough,  where  it  connects  with  the  Norristown 
here  is  chiefly  obtained  in  Plymoutli  township,  ) railroad.  The  road  that  leads  to  the  Broad 
principally  in  the  viciuify  of  llarmanville.  Axe,  and  forms  the  line  between  Plymouth  and 
John  Wood  and  Brother  have  an  extensive  \ Whitemarsh  townships,  is  an  original  road 
rolling  mill,  and  employ  about  thirty  hands.  ^ which  was  turnpiked,  in  184'J,  to  Plymcuili 
Allan  Wood  and  Company  have  also  a rolling  ‘i  meeting  house,  a distance  of  two  and  a-haif 
mill  and  employ  twenty  hands.  It  is  said  that  > miles.  It  has  since  been  continued  beyond  the 
no  establisliments  in  this  country  equal  these  , village  of  Three  Tons,  where  it  strikes  the  Lime 
in  the  superior  excellence  of  their  sheet-iron,  , Kiln  pike,  seven  and  a-half  miles  further  on. 
being  only  surpassed  by  the  celebrated  Pitissia  < Conshehockeu  has  three  public  Fcbool.s, 
sheet-iron.  It  appears  that  in  IS32  the  only  < which,  for  the  school  year  ending  with  June 
manufactories  in  the  place  was  .a  ro.ling  mill  1st,  I8-57,  were  open  ten  months  and  attended 
and  a grist  mill.  Besides  the  aforesaid,  Stun-  | by  two  hundred  and  thiity-two  scholars.  The 

ley  Lee  and  Brother  have  a cotton  factory  ; ? of  51,375  was  levied  by  tax  to  defray  the 

James  and  Lawrence  Ogden,  a woolen  fac-  ^ expenses  of  the  same.  I’iicse  schools  are  kept 
tory  ; Walter  Cresson  and  Brother,  a saw  s ;□  .i  large  two-.stcry  building,  erected  for  this 
factory;  .Jacoby  and  Company,  a marble  saw  purpose  in  1855,  which  is  situated  on  the  top 
mill,  and  near  the  mouth  of  Plymouth  creek  a , of  the  hill,  on  the  north  side  of  the  I’lymouth 
saw  mill  for  lumber.  The  manufacture  of  ^ pike  or  Fayette  street.  The  elections  for  the 
bricks  is  also  carried  on.  The  abundatice  of  S borough  are  held  in  it.  There  is  also  a pii  rate 
excellent  iron  ore,  marble  and  limestone  found  ; school  in  t'le  place,  but,  we  believe,  no  public 
in  the  neighborhood  gives  great  advantages  for  ; library.  There  are  three  churches  iu  the 
this  to  become  a large  manufacturing  town  > borough.  The  first  was  erected  bi'  the  Pres- 
which  is  still  in  embryo.  j byterinns,  in  1848,  of  which  the  Rev.  Joseph 

The  first  improvement  by|  the  place,  and  , Nesbitt,  of  Norristown,  is  pastor.  St.  5Iat- 
which  laid  the  foundation  for  its  pro.speiity,  j thew's  Catholic  church  was  built  in  1S50,  and 
■was  the  Schuylkill  Navigation,  which  extends  | .{g  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Magiones. 
from  Philadelpliia  to  Port  Carbon,  one  hundred  J yiethodist  church  was  erected  in  the  aum- 
anJ  eight  miles.  It  was  begun  in  1810  and  ^ ujgr  of  1857.  These  arc  all  stone  edifices, 
was  sufficiently  completed  in  1818  for  the  de-  ^ Coushehocken  is  of  Indian  origin  and  was 
scent  of  a few  boats  of  six  tons  burthen,  but  ) name  by  which  they  called  Edge  Hill.  V>  e 
was  not  finished  till  1824.  In  1846  it  was  en-  j have  the  proof  of  this  by  the  deeds  of  purchase 
larged  for  boats  of  oue  hundred  and  eighty-six  > from  them  by  William  Penn,  July  14th,  1083, 
tons  burthen.  It  was  the  water-power  of  the  \ and  of  July  30th,  1GS5,  where  it  is  distinctly 
dara  here,  which  propels  a rolling  mill,  saw  mentioned.  This  hill  still  retains  this  name 
factory  and  the  marble  saw  miil,  that  caused  \ ou  the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  from 
the  birth  of  this  manufacturing  town.  The  thence  has  been  applied  to  this  place.  The 
bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  was  incorporated  in  \ reader  will  see  an  account  of  the  aforesaid 
1832,  and  is  called  tiie  Matson’s  Ford  bridge.  > deeds  in  our  article  on  the  Indians,  in  the  be- 
The  Reading  railroad  crosses  it  by  two  trucks,  . ginning  of  this  work;  fur'her  comment  is 
and  forms  a connection  with  the  Norristown  , therefore  unuecessary.  This  place,  helore  it 
railroad.  On  the  night  of  September  2d,  18511,  , bore  its  pre.seiit  name,  was  called  Matson’s 
tills  bridge  was  swept  away  by  a high  freshet,  Ford,  wbicii  we  know  wasj  given  to  it  some 
but  was  shortly  after  built  again.  At  its  west  , time  before  the  Revolution.  It  appears  lU  early 
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a3  1712,  John  Matson  took  up  n large  tract  of  j 
land  on^the  ojiposile  siile  of  the  river  and  ns  i 
the  population  increased,  roads  were  laid  out  | 
to  this  place,  and  thus  becams'  known  to  the  < 
country  arouurl  as  Jt  itson’s  Ford.  However, 
it  was  not  supplanted  till  about  1830,  when  the  i 
town  was  laid  out  as  “ Conshehockeii.” 

During  the  revolution  the  .\merican  army  '■ 
crossed  the  .Schuylkill  at  this  place  several  ' 
times.  On  the  19th  of  May,  1778,  while  La 
Fayette  was  stationed  with'^a  detachment  of  ^ 
two  thousand  one  hundred]  men  at  Barren  \ 
Hill,  three  andj  a half  'miles  from  here,  the 
British  attempted  to  surprise  him  with  a great-  ; 
ly  superior  force  divided  into  three  divisions. 
One  was  led  by  General  Grant  and  the  otliers  ^ 
by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  General  Grey,  s 
When  the  division  under  Grant  had  apj)roached  | 
within  a mile  of  his  rear,  through  an  officer  ' 
who  had  been  sent  early  in  the  morning  to  re-  ^ 
coonoitre,  La  Fayette  received  the  first  intelli-  j 
gence  of  their  presence.  xVppreheuding  his  1 
situation  critical  he  withdrew  in  haste  to  this  ) 
ford,  and  as  the  last  division  of  bis  command 
were  crossing  with  tliC  artillery,  the  enemy's 
advanced  parties  made  their  arpearance  on  the  : 
banks  and  fired  a volley  after  tliem,  when  n < 
skirmish  ensued  in  which  the  Americans  lost  ^ 
niue  men  in  killed  and  taken.  The  British  ^ 
loss  was  two  light-horsemen  killed  and  sever.tl  , 
wounded.  La  Fayette  proceeded  to  the  high  ^ 
ground  opposite  and  formed  in  the  order  of  i 
battle,  when  the  divisions  under  Grant  and  ; 
Clinton  made  their  appearance,  but  who,  not  i 
deeming  it  safe  to  cross,  though  they  had  more  ’< 
than  four  times  the  number  of  men,  wheeled  ) 
round  and  marched  disappointed  and  chngrineii  | 
to  the  city.  In  consequence  of  this  affair  the  ] 
old  road  which  led  to  the  ford  and  cu  which  j 
this  retreat  was  efl'ected,  has  been  called  Fay-  1 
ette  street.  > 

On  the  hill,  in  this  borough,  a number  of  ' 
years  ago,  lived  an  aged  black  man  by  the  \ 
name  of  Hector,  who  bad  been  a team  driver 
for  the  soldiers  in  the  Revolution.  It  appears  s 
that  the  good  people  of  the  town  have  nppre- 
elated  his  services,  for  in  laying  out  the  streets  ' 
cf  the  borough,  in  ISbO,  they  honored  one  with  ^ 
the  name  of  “ Hector  Street.”  That  Cneislie- 
hocken  has  improved  rapidly  is  shown  by  the  : 


petitioned  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a, 
borough.  It  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
Assembly,  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1850,  By 
its  charter  its  bounds  were  fixed  as  follows ; — 

Beginning  in  the  township  of  Plymouth  at 
low  water  mark  of  the  river  Schuylkill,  at  the 
distance  of  half  a mile,  measured  on  a direct 
line  at  right  angles  from  the  middle  of  the 
Whitemarsh  and  Plymouth  turnpike  road, 
which  is  on  the  township  liue  between  said 
townships;  thence, north  forty  degrees  forty- 
five  minutes,  east  parallel  to  said  tur.npike 
road  over  lands  of  Cadwullader  Foulke,  John 
Stemple,  Evan  Davis  and  otheis,  to  a point 
where  the  continuation  of  a certain  public 
road  line  which  now  leads  into  said  turnpike 
at  the  eastern  corner  of  the  farm  of  James 
Cressou,  and  which  road  is  nearly  at  right 
angles  with  said  turnpike,  if  continued  north- 
westerly would  intersect  said  parallel  line  first 
mentioned  as  running  north  forty- three  degrees, 
east  then  from  said  point,  south  easterly  the 
course  of  said  road  and  crossing  said  turnpike 
and  cuntiiuiing  its  course  in  Whitemarsh,  up 
over  land.s  late  of  Daniel  Marry,  deceased,  and 
Isaac  Jones’  land,  one  mile  to  a point  on  the 
land  of  said  Isaac  Jones;  thence  on  his  s.aid 
band  south  forty  degrees  forty-five  minutes 
west  to  the  river  Schuylkill  aforesaid,  and 
along  up  said  river  the  several  courses  thereof 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  commissioners  appointed  for  laying  out 
the  borough  according  to  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration were  Isaac  Roberts,  Joseph  Crawford, 
John  .M.  Jones  and  L.  E.  Corson.  The  follow- 
ing names  were  given  to  the  streets  running 
pariille!  w itli  and  beginning  at  the  river  : Canal, 
Elm,  and  then  comes  Front  Avenue,  and  so  on 
to  Twelltli,  which  is  the  last.  Running  east 
!ind  west  the  streets  are  Freedley,  Wood,  Maple, 
Forest,  Faj  -ette,  Harry,  Hallowell,  Jones  and 
Richter.  On  the  south  side  of  Spring  Mill 
.Ivenue  to  the  river,  are  Hector,  Elm  and 
iVashingtou  streets.  Tliey  are  ail  out  at  right 
angles  except  those  south  of  Spring  Mill  Ave- 
nue. Few  towns  or  boroughs  in  the  State  are 
laid  out  so  regiil.ar  in  streets  and  boundaries 
as  this  borough.  At  the  upper  end  of  tiie 
town,  on  Fayette  street,  are  a number  of  be.au- 
lifiil  private  residences  surrounded  with  beau- 


fact  that  in  1S33  it  contained  tut  one  .-tore. 


tiful  lawns. 


one  tavern,  a rolling  mill,  g'.ist  miil  an  1 six 
dwelling  houses.  By  the  year  18-19  the.  pl.ice 
ha  1 suffioioutly  iucreu.sed  that  its  inhnbitant.s 


III  .\uc\nt,  IS.'iS,  while  on  a visit  here,  cnl- 
lec'ing  inforiualioii,  wc  found  a respectable  old 
gcutleuiau  silting  by  the  steps  of  a private 
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house,  engsged  iu  conversation  with  several  . rocky  appearance,  bnt  nowhere  rises  above  fifty 
chiblren.  Though  a perfect  stranger,  andtak-  ! or  sixty  feet  perpendicular.  In  proportion  to* 
ing  him  to  be  one.  of  the  borough  fathers,  we  J its  exteitt  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  tha? 
approached  and  took  a seat  beside  him,  and,  ' no  town.ship  in  the  county  ecmala  it  for  tho 
after  some  remarks  on  the  wetither,  we  got  s natural  fertility  of  its  soil.  As  to  waste  or 
into  a sage  discourse  on  the  past.  ^Ve  toiind  \ unproductive  land  comparatively  little  can  be 
him  intelligent  and  coramiui'cative,  and  som.e  > found.  Id  proportion  to  its  size  iS  also  excels 
of  the  information  contained  in  tbisarticle  was  in  the  quantity  of  its  limestone,  the  great 
obtained  from  him.  By  and  by,  we  sp.>ke  of  the  ^ source  of  its  fertility.  On  the  other  hand  It  is 
rapid  increase  of  the  place  and  the  ri.?e  ami  not  a well  watered  township,  for  it  contains  uy 
value  of  real  estate,  when  we  obtained  the  fol-  < streams  that  afford  water-power.  The  largest 
lowing  additional  particulars  : that  he  was  then  \ is  Plymouth  Creek,  which  rises  half  a-mila 
eighty-five  years  of  age  and  lived  at  the  south-  \ east  of  Hickory  t<nvn,  and  after  a course  of 
east  end  of  the  town,  on  a farm  of  one  hundred  'i  four  miles  emptiea'Tnto-  the  Schuylkill  at  Con- 
R-Btl  fifty  acres,  wholly  within  the  borough  li-  i shehocken.  Saw  Mill  Run  rises  in  Whitpain 

ruits.  which  contains  some  of  the  most  beautiful  ■ and  after  a course  of  a little  over  a mile 

land  for  building  purposes  in  the  place.  It  ' through  this  township  turns  into  Norriton.  A 
had,  down  to  a few  years  ago,  contained  two  small  stream  empties  into  the  Schuylkili  a 
hundred  acres,  but  by  selling  off  fifty  was  re-  ^ short  distance  below  Mngee’s  lime-kilns, 
duced  to  Us  present  area,  lie  told  us  that  he  1 About  two-third.s  of  Plymouth  is  underlaid 
was  a native  of  Delaware  county,  but  had  j with  limestone,  which,  at  some  place.s,  is  on  or 
lived  for  a number  of  years  here.  Isaac. Jones,  ; the  surface,  and  again  at  other  places  lies 
for  that  is  his  name,  is  still  a hale  and  hearty  Jeep,  Ne.arly  the  whole  dist.ance  of  this  town- 
man  for  his  age,  and  may  live  to  see  many  a 1 siJp  cn  the  Schuylkill  is  a bluff  of  limestone, 


brick  house  yet  spring  up  around  him. 


XIII. 


1 and  few  places  are  more  favoreil  for  burning 
) lime,  both  from  the  convenience  of  the  mate- 
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' rial  and  the  mlvantages  of  sending  it  to  mar- 
I ket.  The  liinestoue  has  a general  dip  to  the 
S south  of  about  forty-five  degrees,  and  varies 


in  color 


from 


dark  blue  to  nearly 


; white.  The  greater  portion  of  it  makes  lime 
The  township  of  Plymouth  is  bounded  on  ' of  the  very  nest  quality.  According  to  !bj 
the  north  by  Whitpain,  east  by  Wiiitemarsb,  i census  of  1810  the  lime  produced  in  this  town- 
south  by  the  Schuylkill  and  the  borough  of  ; ship  was  valued  at  forty-five  thousand  two 
Conshehocken,  and  west  by  the  borough  of  { hundred  and  eighteen  dollars.  We  have  not  a 
Xorristown  and  Xorrlton  township.  Its  great- > doubt  that  its  annual  product  at  this  time  is 
est  length  is  three  and  a-haif  miles,  and  width  J near  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollar^. 


two  and  a-half.  It  had  contained  an  area  of 
five  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-one  acres, 
but  by  the  ereetion<of  Conshehocken  into  a 
borough,  in  1850,  three  hundre  1 and  twenty 
acres  were  taken  off ; also,  a long,  narrow 


which  is  a great  increase.  We  counted  in  this 
tnwn  ffiip,  in  August  last,  seventy-five  kilns,  of 
which  over  three  fourths  were  in  operation, 
which  will  show  the  extensiveness  of  the  busi- 
ness. William  Mogee  & Co.  have  twentv- 


strip  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  perches  '>  three  kilns  a short  distance  below  Norristown, 
wide,  on  the  Schuylkill,  of  about  one  hundred  ^ near  the  Schuylkill.  Vfe  have  been  inforraeu 
and  fifty. eight  acres  by  the  enlargement  of  the  , that  they  burned  in  fourteen  months  previous 
borough  of  Xorrist.own,  in  1851 — thus  leaving  to  .Tune  1st,  1858,  one  million  twenty-fbrer 
its  present  area  five  Ihcusand  one  hundred  and  thous.and  bu-hels  of  lime,  iu  the  m.anufacture 
fifty-three  acres.  Previously,  from  the  years  of  which  they  consumed  seven  thousand  sis 
1730  to  1850,  it  had  not  n-udergone  any  altera- * hundred  tons  of  coal.  For  the  year  ending 
tisDS  in  its  territorial  extent.  ^ with  .Ipril  1st,  1858,  the  average  number  of 

The  surface  of  Plymouth  is  gently  undula-  1 hands  employed  was  one  hundred  and  nineteen, 
ting  and  there  are  no  elevations  scarcely  ue-  They  hid,  also,  engaged  in  the  business,  thir- 
eerving  the  name  of  liills.  Abng  the  .Schuyl-  ■ teen  boats  and  thirty-tlirce  horses  and  mule,-*, 
kill  at  several  places  tho  liiaestoue  assumes  a It  ij  said  that  they  used  iu  one  year  two  thou- 
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sntiJ  kegs  of  powder.  They  linve  a wharf  on  .>  rnhcd  by  horse  and  windlass,  and  on  Alher/- 
the  Schuylliill  four  hundred  and  ten  feet  long,  son's  property  is  brouglit  up  from  a depth  of 
and  a railroad  of  seven  Inindrcd  feet  in  lergih.  $ seventy-five  feet.  The  ore  obtained  is  chiefly 
■\Vbeu  we  were  here,  last  summer,  the  sohoon-  sent  to  the  Plymouth  furnace,  at  ConshehocU- 
ers  Diamond  State  and  William  Penn,  both  of  ' on,  and  the  Swede  furnacc.s  in  Upper  Merlon. 
Wilmingtou,  Delaware,  and  two  canal  boats,  > The  inhabit.ants  of  Plymouth  are  principally 
were  loading.  At  the  head  of  the  railroad,  1 the  descendants  of  llnglish  and  Wel.^h  Friends,- 

who  were  the  first  settlers.  Of  late  year?, 
tlirnugh  the  lime  business,  a considerable 
number  of  Irish  have  emigrated  hither.  This 
' township  contained,  in  1711,  forty-six  taxables; 
in  182^,  two  hundred,  and  twenty-eight  ; in 
' IStfl,  four  hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  iti 
18-j8,  fijur  hundred  and  Tve.  .\ccording  to  the 


above  Plymouth  Meeting  House,  and  on  or 
near  the  turnpike,  George  Mulvany  h.as  tlnee 
kilns.  There  are  here,  also,  several  old  kilns, 
which  have  not  been  used  for  some  time.  Near 
by  Hiram  Bice  & Co.  have  six  kilns,  whicli  are 
owned  by  Daniel  Mulvany,  Esq.,  ot  Norristown 
Opposite  the  former  kilns  but  in  Whitemarsh 


township,  George  Corson  has  five  kilns.  A ' census  of  1810  it  contained  eight  hundred  and 


short  distance  down  the  railroad  are  several 
that  belonged  to  the  late  John  Fieedley.  These, 
we  believe,  constitute  all  in  this  vicinity.  Fol- 
lowing the  Schuylkill  up  from  Conshehockcu 


ninety-five  inhabitants  ; in  1820,  nine  bundred 


number.  They  have  a track  to  the  Norristown 
railroad  about  three  hunJi  ed  yards  long.  The 
limestone  here  slicws  its  stratikeation  and  lias 


-and  twenty-eight;  in  1830,  one  thousand  and 

> ninety-one;  in  18-10,  one  thousand  four  hun- 

, drcl  and  seventeen,  and  in  1850,  one  thousand 
< 

about  a mile,  the  first  kilns  we  arrive  at  are  ^ three  Isundred  and  eighty-three.  The  erec- 
those  of  Elwood  Norney  and  Brother,  four  in  tiou  of  Cunshehocken  in  the  beginning  of  1870, 

' and  tiic  c.xtensicn  of  Norristown  in  1853,  has 
j been  the  means  of  reducing  its  population. 

' Wo  are  satisfied  that  Plymouth  has  rapidqv  ic- 
a dip  of  forty-five  degrees.  The  ne,\t  are  those  $ creased  '.vithin  the  last  few  years.  This  is 
of  Jesse  \V.  Ramsey,  who  ba.s  eight  kilns,  i especially  ob.servable  from  the  number  of  new 
Next,  Charles  Earnest  Co.  have  eight  kilns.  \ houses  which  have  been  recently  erected  iu  its 
Their  qu.arries  sliow  that  a great  quantity  of  villages. 

limestone  has  been  taken  from  them.  Then  wo '■  In  May,  1858,  Plyraottfli  contained  three 
come  again  fo  Elwood  Norcey’s  j he  has  here  ' inns,  five  stores,  one  steam  grist  mill,  one  pow- 
seveu  coal  and  five  wood  kilns.  Mach  lime-  ' der  mill,  two  coal  yards  and  a brick  kiln.  Ac- 
stone  has  also  been  quarried  here.  Next,  Cor-  ■ cording  to  the  census  of  1850  it  contained  two 
son  & Weils  have  eight  kilns  about  a qu.irter  , hundred  and  twenty  houses  and  ninety-one 
of  a mile  up  a small  stream  from  the  river,  to  , f irms.  By  the  triennial  assessment  of  1853 
whicli  they  have  a single  track  that  conuects  the  real  estate  was  valued  at  three  bundled 
with  the  Norristown  railroad.  These  kilns  are  \ and  fil'ty-r.ine  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  Mogee's,  al-  d illars,  and  the  horses  and  neat  cattle  at 
ready  mentioned.  These  constitute  about  all  < eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  iiinety- 
the  kilns  in  the  township.  Marble,  we  beiieve,  : eight  dollars.  The  R.iJge  turnpike  traverses 
is  not  Cjuarr'ed.  ^ the  township  two  and  jt-half  miles,  and  the 


Iron  ore  i.i  now  obtained  in  great  abundance, 
while  forty  years  ago  it  was  but  little  known. 
In  that  part  of  the  township  which  lies  between 
the  Plymouth  railroad  and  the  Whitemarslr 
line,  from  Conshehockeu  to  Plymouth  Meeting 
House,  appears,  from  recent  di.scoveries,  to  be 
one  immense  bed  of  ore.  On  tlie  ai’ores.-iid 
tract,  south  of  the  Ridge  pike,  ore  has  i»eeu 
dug  ou  tlie  firms  of  Fiobert  Potts,  William 
Wells,  .Samuel  Pippitt.  and  others  ; on  tiiw 
north  side  it  is  o'ut.iined  from  i.imis  of  Reuben 
Lukens,  Jacob  Al'.iertson  and  D.ivid  Karns. 
At  these  pits,  in  Auzu^t  I.isl,  unwaiali  ot  sixty 


Germantown  and  Perkiotnen  pike  about  three 
miles.  The  turnpike  leading  from  Conshe- 
liockcn  to  the  Broad  Axe  forms  the  entire 
.soullieast  boundary  of  .Plymouth,  a distance  of 
iliree  and  a quarter  miles,  and  senarates  it 
from  Whitemarsh.  The  Norristown  railroad 
pas.ses  through  tlie  south  west  side  of  the 
township,  along  the  Schujlkill,  over  two  miles. 
The  Plymouth  railroad  is  about  three  miles  aod 
lliroe-quarter.s  in  length,  and  commences  at 
the  lime  kilns  and  quarries  on  the  Whitemarsh 
line,  above  IMymouth  Meeting  House,  and  fol- 
lows Plymouth  Crotk  to  Colwell's  furnace,  ax 


hands  were  employed.  The  ore  is  generally  ! Coashehocken,  where  it  connects  with  the  No?- 
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ristown  railroad.  It  consists  of  a single  track  ; ancient  settlement,  whose  history  dates  back 
and  the  cars  on  it  are  drawn  by  horses.  Lime  < nearly  to  the  arrival  of  Penn,  and  is  marked 
is  chiefly  taken  down  on  it  and  coal  and  wood  \ as  a village  on  Lewis  Evans’  map  of  1749. 
brought  back.  The  company  to  whom  it  be-  > For  some  information  respecting  this  place 
longs  was  incorporated  by  act  of  Assembly  \ the  reader  is  referred  to  the  account  of  the 
passed  the  ISth  of  March,  1836.  !;  meeting  house.  The  post  oflice  was  established 

Education  is  encour.aged  in  Plymouth.  For  here  before  1827.  In  1832  there  were  but  ten 
the  year  ending  with  Juno  1st.  15-37,  it  con-  l!  houses  here. 

tained  within  its  limits  si::  schools,  which  were  Plymouth  is  the  name  of  a village  at  tho 
open  ten  months  and  attended  by  three  hun-  ; head  of  the  Plymouth  rrdlroad,  on  the  town- 
dred  and  forty-one  scholar.^.  The  amount  1;  ship  line,  about  a mile  above  Plymouth  Mcet- 
tased  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same  was  ) ing  House.  It  contains  a store  and  five  houses 
two  thousand  and  sixty- eight  dollars.  At  this  < iu  this  township,  and  on  the  Whiteni.arsh  side 
place  there  is  also  a post  office,  and  another  at  ^ are  seventeen  house.s  and  a Baptist  church. 
Hickorytown.  Plymouth  fleeting  is  the  only  i The  church  v;as  built  in  1841  and  is  situated 
house  of  worship  in  the  township.  | on  an  eminence,  from  the  door  of  which  a fine 

The  village  of  Hickorytown  is  situated  on  ^ view  is  obtained  of  tho  surrounding  country 
the  Germantown  anclPerkiomen  turnpike,  three  '•  for  some  distance,  especially  in  a southern  di- 
miles  south  east  of  Norristown,  and  fourteen  \ rection.  The  Piev.  Mr.  Trotter  is  its  pastor 
from  Philadelphia.  It  contains  an  inn,  store,  and  resides  in  the  village, 
school  house,  a blacksmith  and  wheelwright  > The  Seven  Stars  is  a small  place  two  miles 
shop  and  twenty-nine  bouses.  A number  of  ; from  Norristown,  on  the  Ridge  pike,  where  tho 
the  houses  have  been  built  within  the  past  few  ^ Plymouth  creek  and  railroad  cross  it,  and 
years.  The  post  office  was  e.=.tablished  in  May,  t contains  one  inn  and  three  bouses.  Tho  old 
18-57.  The  elections  of  the  township  are  held  \ “ Seven  Stars”  inn,  now  kept  by  Samuel  Pip- 
here.  In  1832  this  village  contained  ten  i pitt,  is  nearly  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  tho 
houses.  ^ county,  and  is  marked  on  Scull’s  map  of  Penn- 

Harmanville  is  situated  on  the  line  of  IVhite-  < aylvania,  puolished  in  1770.  The  turnpike 
marsh  township  at  the  intersection  of  the  ' bridge  here  was  built  iu  1796. 

Ridge  and  Plymouth  turnpikes,  one  and  a-ha!f  At  Mogee’s  Lime  Yforks,  adjacent  tho  bo- 
miles  from  Conshehbeken.  It  contains  a store,  | rough  line  and  between  the  Ridge  pike  and  tho 
a wheelwright  and  blacksmith  shop,  and  about  | Schuylkill,  a village  has  grown  up  cbietly 
thirty-five  hous  ” 
the  coachmakin 
one-half  of  thi 

marsh.  It  has  chiefiy  grown  up  within  the  ^ mer  of  1358.  There  is  a rope  ferry  hero 
last  eight  years  and  bids  fair  to  become  a ri.sing  > across  the  Schuylkill,  for  transporting  the 
town.  The  iron  ore  and  marble  f.rocured  in  ^ horses  and  mules  attached  to  the  boats,  the 
the  vicinity  is  what  has  given  an  impulse  to  1 navigation  from  here  ud  being  on  the  opposite 
its  prosperity.  ^ side.  About  half  a-inile  ea.st  of  Norristown  is 

Plymouta  Meeting  House  is  the  name  of  a \ another  village  extending  from  tho  Ridge  pike 
village  situated  at  the  intersection  of  tho  Per-  ■:  to  the  river.  Here  is  an  inn,  toll  gate,  brick- 
kiomen  and  Plymouth  turepikes,  on  the  town-  i kiln,  powder  mill,  a blacksmith  and  wheel- 
ship  line.  On  this  side  is  tn>  meeting  house,  ^ wright  shop  and  twenty  houses.  Tho  lime 
school  house  and  four  Louses,  and  iu  V.'hite-  kilns  of  Corson  and  IVells  are  also  here.  This 
marsh  two  stores,  a blacksmith  and  wheel- > place  has  chiefly  grown  up  within  the  last  eight 
wright  shop,  post  office  and  twenty-four  houses.  1;  years. 

The  houses  in  this  village  are  chiefly  situated  ^ The  Plymouth  meeting  house  is  a very  r.n- 
along  tho  Perkiomon  or  Reading  pike,  nearly  ^ cient  stone  structure,  one  story  high,  and  in 
adjoining  one  another,  and  being  of  stone,  ^ the  summer  of  1858  -(vas  repaired  ami  a fraiU- 
ncatly  white  washed,  with  shady  yards  in  front,  \ ry  placed  in  the  cast  end.  It  is  .surroundod  by 
present  to  tho  stranger  an  agreeable  appear-  \ an  ample,  shady  yartl,  in  which  arc  several  old 
once.  In  the  lascmcnt  of  the  Library  Luild-  ^ amt  venerable  looking  buttonwood  trcc“,  Tb.o 
?Dg  the  MethoJista  held  vrership.  This  is  tm  graveyard  is  large,  and  as  is  usual  ivre'i'g 


within  tho  last  six  years,  which  contains  a 
store,  several  mechanic  shops  and  thirty-four 
village  is  situated  in  lihite-  ^ houses.  Of  these  eight  were  built  in  the.»um- 


es.  it.  ii.  iiius  also  carries  on  ) 
g business  extensively  About  ^ 
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Friends,  no  uncient  stones  with  inacriptioiis  on  j 

them  show  who  may  repose  here.  On  the  ; 

house  itself  no  date  or  inscription  is  found  to  ^ 

indicate  when  or  by  whom  it  was  built.  bVith  J 

all  these  disadvantages,  fortunately  wo  Lave  ( 

nearly  sufficient  material  in  our  collections  to  ^ 

give  what  we  desire,  jibout  the  year  lOSo  the  '( 

township  of  Plymouth  was  originally  pur-  ^ 

chased  and  settled  b}’  James  Fox,  Uichard  ; 

Gove,  Francis  Rawle,  John  Chelson  and  some  ( 

other  Friends  who  came  from  Plymonth,  in  ;; 

Devonshire,  England,  who  lived  here  for  a time  5 

and  kept  meetings  for  worship  at  the  house  of  ; 

the  said  James  Fox,  but  being  most  of  them 

tradesmen,  and  not  used  to  a country  life,  they  '■[ 

removed  to  Philadelphia,  by  vrhich  means  the  ) 

place  became  vacant.  Not  long  afterwards,  ( 

however,  it  was  re  purchased  and  settled  again.  ; 

Among  a number  of  others  were  David  Mere-  \ 

dith,  Edmund  Cartlege,  Thomas  Owen,  Isaac  \ 

Price,  Ellis  Pugh  and  Hugh  Jones,  nearly  nil  j 

Friends.  In  the  immediate  vicinity,  but  in  ; 

Whitemarsh,  settled  about  the  same  time,  John  1 

Rhoads,  x\braham  Davis  and  David  IVilliaras.  ^ 

It  appears  they  were  sufficiently  numerous  hero  i; 

to  receive  the  consideration  of  'William  Penn,  ■ 

who,  in  a letter  from  England  to  Thomas  ' 

Lloyd,  dated  the  14th  of  4th  month,  IGOl,  , 

among  other  things  says  : “Salute  me  to  tlic  ? 

Welsh  Friends  aud  the  Plimouth  Friends,  in-  [ 

deed  to  all  of  them.”  The  aforesaid  members,  \ 

iu  the  year  1703,  by  the  CDnsent  of  Ilaverford  > 

monthly  meeting,  to  which  they  had  joined  ,, 

themselves,  continued  to  hold  their  meetings  ' 

at  the  same  house  which  had  now  come  in  the  i 

possession  of  Hugh  Jones,  where  it  remained  ! 

for  a number  of  years,  and  then  by  consent  , 

was  removed  to  the  house  of  John  Cartledge,  j 

where  it  continued  for  some  time.  Through  ^ 

the  increase  of  population  it  was  agreed  to  ■! 

build  a n;eeting  house  for  their  better  accom-  | 

modation,  which  was  accordingly  done  at  the  S 

present  spot,  which  for  some  time  previous  had  : 

been  used  as  a burying  ground.  With  the  s 

consent  of  the  naverford  monthly  meeting  and  ^ 

the  Philadelphia  Quarterly  meeting,  the  ;; 

Friends  of  Plymouth  and  Gwynedd  were  per-  ? 

mitted  to  hold  .a  monthly  meeting  for  business. 

Their  first  monthly  meeting  wa.s  heldatGwyn-  > 

edd  meeting  Louse,  the  2id  of  12th  month,  i 

1714-5.  It  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  / 

/ 

records  at  what  exact  time  this  meeting  house  i 
was  built,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  ; 
could  not  have  been  many  years  previous  to  } 


the  lust  dale.  John  Roes  was  appointed  the 
2.5th  of  12th  month,  1723,  to  keep  the  records 
of  the  births  and  burials  of  the  meeting. 

Plymouth  derived  its  name  from  a seaport 
town  in  Devonsliire,  England,  from  which  a 
number  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  township 
originally  came,  as  has  been  related  in  our 
account  of  the  meeting  house.  On  Sui  veyor- 
General  Thomas  Holmes’  map  of  original  sur- 
vey.s,  made  between  the  years  1G82  and  IGh-'), 
“ The  Plymouth  township,”  as  it  is  called,  is 
laid  out  .at  that  early  period  with  the  same 
boundaries  it  had  down  to  1850.  Owing  to  a 
petition  from  James  Fox  and  other  early  set- 
tlers, the  Council  gave  a permit  the  6th  of  2d 
month,  1087,  to  lay  out  a “cart  road”  from 
Philadelphia  to  this  township,  which  was 
shortly  rlono.  This  is  the  same  road  leading 
from  the  meeting  house  to  the  city,  now  better 
known  as  the  Germantown  and  Perkiomen 
turnpike,  which  was  begun  iu  1801  and  finish.ed 
in  1804,  at  a cost  of  eleven  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  dollars  per  mile. 

.Vftcr  having  advanced  so  far  in  this  work, 
it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  bring  before  the 
reader  the  first  literary  attempt,  to  eur  know- 
ledge, ever  made  in  this  county.  Ellis  Pugh, 
whom  we  have  already  mentioned  as  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  township,  was  a native 
of  Dolgclle,  in  Wales,  where  he  was  boru  in 
1050.  In  his  18th  year  he  became  a member  of 
the  society  of  Friends  through  the  influence  of 
John  Ap  John,  a celebrated  preacher.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  came  forth  in  the  minis- 
try. He  arrived  in  Pennsylvania  in  1687,  and 
shortly  after  settled  in  Plymouth.  I.n  the  year 
1707,  he  went  on  a religious  visit  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  his  native  country  and  shortly  after 
returned.  About  this  time  he  wrote  a reli- 
gious work  in  the  W'elsh  laagufige  with  the 
following  curious  title  : “A  Salutation  to  the 
Britains  to  call  them  from  many  things,  to  the 
one  tiling  needful,  for  the  saving  of  their  souls  ; 
especially  to  the  poor,  unarmed  traveler,  plow- 
men, shepherds  and  those  that  are  of  low  de- 
gree like  myself.  This  is  iu  order  to  direct 
you  to  know  God  and  Christ,  the  only  wise 
God,  which  is  life  eteru.al,  and  to  learn  of  him, 
that  you  may  become  wiser  than  their  teach- 
ers.” lie  died  in  tlie  year  1718,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  3'eurs.  This  work  was  translated  by 
his  friend  llowhinJ  Ellis,  of  Gwynedd,  and 
revised  b^' David  Lloyd,  of  Philadelphia,  where 
it  was  printed  by  S.  Keimer,  in  1727.  It  is  a 
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Email  octavo  volume  of  two  LumJrcd  and 
twenty-two  pages,  and,  of  course,  rare.  It  is 
particularly  interesting  as  an  early  specimen 
of  Pennsylvania  typography. 

The  following  were  residents  and  landholders 
of  Plymouth,  in  1731 : Nleanor  Meredith,  Rico 
Williams,  Benjamin  Dickenson,  John  Hamer, 
John  Davis,  Joshua  Dickenson,  John  Redwit- 
f.er,  Peter  Croll,  Thomas  Davis,  Isaac  Price, 
Joseph  Jones,  JIary  Davis,  Jonathan  Rumford, 
Henry  Bell,  Philip  John  and  John  Holton.  Of 
some  of  the  aforesaid  we  have  the  following 
information : By  the  Abiugtou  records  we 

learn  that  in  IGOo,  Isaac  Price  was  married 
to  Susannah  Shoemaker.  David  Meredith,  the 
husband  of  Eleanor,  had  settled  here,  we  know, 
before  1703.  John  Redwitzer  was  a native  of 
Oerraany,  and  settled  at  Germantown  before 
1700.  In  1700  he  was  naturalized  with  the 
privilege  to  enjoy  lands.  We  have,  also,  some 
account  of  Jacob  Ritter,  who  died  in  Plymouth, 
in  1841,  which  is  given  in  the  appendix. 

During  the  Revolution,  and  while  the  British 
held  possession  of  Philadelphia,  Zebulon  Potts 
lived  in  this  township,  about  half  a-mile  from 
flonshehocken.  He  was  .an  ardent  whig,  and 
through  spies  the  British  became  informed  of 
his  opposition  to  their  cause.  They  several 
times  sent  parties  out  to  his  house  to  capture 
him,  and  once  they  prosecuted  their  search  so 
close  as  almost  to  find  him.  Fcr  his  services 
in  the  xVmerican  cause  the  citizens  elected  him 
the  first  Sheriff  of  tho  county,  namely,  from 
1781  to  1787. 


XIV. 


NORRISTOWN. 


The  borough  of  Norristown  is  situated  on  tho 
SShuylkitl  river,  about  sixteen  miles  northwest 
of  Philadelphia,  and  is  the  seat  of  justice  for 
Montgomery  county.  By  its  extended  limits 
in  18-53,  it  is  nearly  two  miles  si[uare,  and  con- 
tains an  area  of  about  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred acres.  Its  front  on  the  river  is  fully  two 
miles  and  extends  back  from  the  same  a dis- 
tance of  from  one  and  .i-half  to  two  miles,  and 
is  bounded  on  the  north,  northeast  and  north- 
west by  Nerriton  township,  southeast  by  Ply- 
mouth, and  on  (he  south  and  southwest  by  the 
.Schuylkill.  It  was  erected  into  a borough  in 
1813,  with  an  area  of  five  hundred  and  tweniy 


acres,  and  all  its  territory  has  been  taken  from 
Xorriton,  with  the  exception  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  from  Plymouth 
by  its  recent  enlargement. 

Its  surface  is  rolling,  and  that  part  on  which 
the  town  is  principally  situated  enjoys  an  ele- 
vated site,  from  the  roar  of  which  an  extensive 
view  is  obtained  of  the  fine  scenery  of  the 
Schuylkill  valley.  Both  adjacent  and  in  llio 
vicinity  of  the  town  the  soil  is  excellent.  Nor- 
ristown combines,  from  its  situation,  great  ad- 
vantages, and  in  this  respect’ fevz  towns  are  so 
favored.  It  is  remarkably  healthy,  its  location 
beautiful,  its  water  excellent,  and  it.«  neighbor- 
hood unsurpassed  in  the  quality  and  abund. men 
of  its  marble,  iron  and  limestone.  Within  tho 
limits  of  the  borough  two  streams  ciiter  ti;o 
Schuylkill.  Tho  larger  is  Stony  creek,  wiiicii 
has  its  source  in  Whitpaiu  township  and  is 
seven  miles  in  length,  two  of  which  are  in  the 
borough.  This  stream,  with  its  branches,  pro- 
pels six  grist  mills,  two  saw  milks,  besides 
several  manufactories.  Saw  Mill  run  rises  also 
ia  IVhitpain,  and  is  four  miles  ia  length,  of 
which  two  are  in  the  borougli,  and  in  its  courso 
propels  a clover,  grist  and  saw  mill;  besides 
several  manufacturing  establishments. 

xbs  may  be  well  expected  from  a town  so  ad- 
vantageously situated,  and,  above  ail,  having  iiii 
enterprising  population,  it  has  rapidly  in- 
creased. According  to  the  census  of  1830,  it 
contained  827  inhabitants  ; in  1800,  1080;  ia 
1840,  3037  ; and  in  1850,  0024.  Its  present 
population  is  estimated  at  nearly  11,000.  In 
1850  its  colored  population  was  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  out  of  eight  huudred  and  liily- 
seven  in  the  county.  In  1828  it  contained 
231  taxables;  in  1840,  989  ; and  in  1858,  l'i54. 
In  1700  it  contained  eighteen  houses;  in  1832, 
one  huudred  and  fifty-one  ; and  in  1850,  oiio 
thousand  and  six.  The  following  is  the  amount 
of  valuation  made  by  the  triennial  assessment 
of  1858:  — 

E^lafp.  Hirr^^s  an^ 

Upper  Ward,  $712,427  $10,040 

Middle  Ward,  558,675  3,425 

Lower  Ward,  550,079  4,330 


Total,  $1,821,781  $17,795 

In  May,  1858,  the  borough  contained  nine 
hotels,  and  one  hundred  and  eight  stores,  as 
follows:  seventoeu  grocery,  twelve  dry  goods, 
nine  merchandise,  eleven  confectionery,  four 
trinunings,  three  book  and  stationery,  tivo  to- 
bacco, eight  bind,  and  shoe,  tiji-ea  stove,  three 
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clotbing  (inJ  hat,  seven  clothing,  four  drug,  j It  was  built  by  an  incorporated  company  and 
three  furniture,  two  hat,  fivo  jewelry,  two  j was  finished  in  1830,  at  a cost  of  531,200.  It 
leather,  four  provision,  one  hardware,  one  gun,  ^ is  eight  hundred  feet  in  length,  or,  with  the 
one  agricultural,  two  shoe  findings,  and  one  J abutments,  one  thousand  and  fifty  feet.  The 
soap  and  candle  store.  The  census  of  1S40  j'  State  road — in  the  borough  called  DeKalb 
gave  but  fourteen  drygoods,  grocery  and  other  > street — was  laid  out  in  1800,  of  forty  feet  in 
stores.  It  also  contains  four  lumber  and  eight  j width,  from  New  Hope,  through  this  place  and 
coal  and  wood  yards.  | Bridgeport  to  West  Chester,  and  from  thence 

Norristown  has  attained  consiilcrable  im-  / to  the  Maryland  line,  pursuant  to  an  act  of 
portance  as  a manufacturing  town.  William  i Assembly.  The  Philadelphia,  Germantown  and 
nod  Samuel  Jamison  have  a very  extensive  J Norristown  railroad  company  was  incorporated 
cotton  manufactory;  also,  Mr.  Ewing,  (late  B.  ' by  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  17th  of 
McCredy’s,)  and  Mr.  Hurst  a smaller  one.  ^ February,  1831.  It  was  commenced  that  year 
Gen.  WilEmm  Schall  has  the  Lucinda  furnace  ^ and  was  opened  from  the  city  to  Germantown 
and  a rolling  mill  and  nail  factory;  James  ^ on  the  Gth  of  .Tunc,  1832,  in  what  would  novr 
llooven  a rolling  mill  ; Thomas  Saurman  an  ' bo  considered  a very  novel  manner,  namely — 
iron  foundry;  and  Thoma.s,  Corson  k.  West  by  nine  cars,  or  rather  carriages,  erch  drawn 
lately  the  manufacture  of  steam  engines  and  j;  by  one  horse  in  shafts,  and  containing  twenty 
boilers.  Arthur  McCarter  & Brother  have  a <;  passengers  inside  and  sixteen  outside,  making 
machine  establisbmeBt,  and  Bolton,  Christman  i 'u  all  throe  hundred  and  twenty-four  guests, 
& Co.,  Fluck^iSc  Guest,  and  Sr.muel  F.  GrolF,  , "bo  had  been  particularly  favored  for  the  ex- 
have  steam  planing  mills  and  sash,  door  and  ( cursion.  Here  was  iu  reality  a pas  nger  rail- 
blind  manufactories.  lo  addition  to  the  afore-  s way  twenty-si.x  years  ago,  about  w..  jh,  within 
said,  there  are  two  large  merchant  floiir  niills,  ^ t>vo  years  past,  there  has  been  almost  a m.ania 
one  saw  mill,  two  marble  yards,  two  brick  ' of  introducing.  What  is  equally  singular,  the 
yards,  and  gas  and  waterworks.  In  the  place  ■:  road  was  similarly  opened  with  considerable 
are  also  two  market  houses,  two  fire  engines,  display  to  Mauayunk,  October  18th,  1834. 


and  two  boss  companies. 


j Saturday,  August  l-5th  (anniversary  of  Napo- 


The  various  improvements  leading  to  or  by  ( Icon’s  birth-day),  1835,  was  a great  day  iu 
this  borough  have  contributed  much  to  its  pros-  ( Norristown.  The  road  was  now  completed,  and 
perity.  In  the  order  of  time  the  first  that  may  ( its  opening  was  to  be  duly  celebrated.  Two 
be  mentioned  is  the  Piidge  turnpike,  leading  ( trains  of  cars,  each  drawn  by  a locomotive, 
from  Philadelphia  to  Perkiomen  bridge,  twenty-  ^ started  from  the  depot,  corner  of  Ninth  and 
four  miles  in  length,  and  passing  throug’n  the  i;  Greenstreets,  at  twelve  o’clock,  well  laden  with 
borough  two  miles  on  Main  or  Egypt  street.  ( invited  guests.  The  locomotives  were  gaily 
It  was  commenced  in  1312  and  finished  in  ISlC,  i dressed  with  flags,  and  a band  of  music  enii- 
and  cost  $7,000  per  mile.  The  Sohuylkiil  vened  the  way,  and  the  only  stoppage  was  made 


Navigation  was  commenced  in  181G  and  was 
sufficiently  completed  in  1818  to  admit  of  the 


> at  Manayunk.  On  the  approach  to  Norris- 
town, as  well  as  the  entire  way,  was  one  con- 


descent  of  a few  boats;  but  it  was  not  unlil  : tinned  triumph.  Cheers  and  shouts  of  wei- 
about  1826  that  the  whole  Jne  went  into  ope-  ) cone  were  heard  in  all  directions,  while  the 
ration.  This  work  did  much  to  advance  tlio  / waving  of  handkerchiefs  expressed  the  con- 
prosperity  of  the  place.  The  company  con-  • gratuUitions  of  t’ae  fair.  Thousands  collected 
Btructed  a dam  here  of  nine  hundred  feet  in  ' together  to  behold  for  the  first  time  the  iron 
width,  between  the  abutments,  which,  in  1830,  horses,  and  gazed  on  them  with  wonder.  No 
was  raised  to  its  present  height  and  i.s  the  | doubt  tl-.crc  were  then  to  be  seen  here  and  there 
means  of  furnishing  valuable  water  power  to  > Itiiom  of  wise  men  (in  their  estimation)  who 
several  manufacturing  estahiishraents.  Boats  ! looked  down  on  the  whole  with  contempt, 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  tons  burthen  J thinking  that  a little  time  would  prove  it  a 
pass  on  it  ami  unload  coal,  grain  and  lumber  t failure — hut,  nla.s  ! grievously  mistaken.  For 
ia  the  place.  The  bridge  over  the  Fchiiylkill,  ; this  occasion,  the  company  erected  a larsefent 
6t  DeKalh  street,  was  commenced  iu  the  spring  in  iho  burougli,  near  the  river’s  bank  where 
of  1829,  and  by  Septcr.t>-er  was  so  far  com-  three  hur.  Ircd  and  fifty  guests  sat  down  to  a 
ph*tid  as  to  admit  foot-passeugers  to  puss  over,  j sumr-tuouj  banquet.  This  road,  wit'a  its 


NORRISTOWN, 


S', 

branch  to  Germantown,  is  twenty-one  miles  ins  p7  jha  school  yonr  cndinE^witb  Juno  1,  IS.W, 
length,  and  cost  51,811,000.  Within  the  last  ; jj,:g  horough  bad  twenty  public  schools,  in 
three  years,  from  the  increase  of  its  business,  '■  ^hicli  were  employed  two  male  and  eighteen 
the  company  has  built  a large  depot  in  this  female  teachers,  and  were  attended  by  two 
borough,  and  laid  the  entire  road  with  a double  '/  thousand  and  ninety-one  scholars.  The  amount 
track.  This  improTement  extends  througu  ,■  levied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same  was 
Montgomery  county  something  over  seycn  ; j^H^COO  14.  These  schools  are  kept  in  threo 
miles.  The  Reading  railroad  extends,  on  the  ; j^rge  and  convenient  buildings,  erected  cx- 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  from  the  city  to  / pressly  for  this  purpose.  The  principal  buiM- 
Pottsville,  and  was  opened  this  whole  distance  ' Jng,  and  in  which  the  Grammar  school  is  held, 
in  1842.  The  Swedes’  Ford  bridge  company  1 ig  three  stories  in  height  and  stands  within  a 
was  incorporated  the  oOth  of  March,  ISIS,  and  / g,-jup.re,  containing  an  area  of  several  acres, 
was  completed  in  ISol.  The  Chester  Valley  ' planted  with  trees.  It  was  built  in  1849,  and 
railroad  crosses  this  bridge  and  forms  a con-  I;  d_  vv'olfi  is  principal.  In  addition  to 

nection  with  the  Norristown  railroad,  and  with  ^ the  aforesaid,  there  is  a frame  one  story  school 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  .at  Powningtown.  ^ house  for  colored  children.  In  1842  there  was 
Where  Main  street  and  the  turnpike  cross  Sto-  '<  hut  one  private  seminary,  which  was  for  boys, 
ney  creek,  a broad  and  substantial  stone  bridge  ^ in  the  place,  while  at  present  there  are  no  less 
was  built  in  1894,  by  contributions  from  the  1 than  three.  The  Oakland  Female  Institute,  of 
borough,  turnpike  company  and  aeverai  citi-  1;  which  the  Rev.  J.  Grier  r>,aI?ion  is  principal,  Is 
zens.  For  a fuller  account  of  several  of  the  one  of  the  largest  buildings  la  tiie  county  Jt- 
above-mentioned  improvements,  the  reader  is  i voted  to  the  purposes  of  education.  Witl-.in 
referred  to  our  articles  on  the  Schuylkill,  | the  past  few  years,  a number  of  young  ladies 
Bridgeport  and  Whitemarsh.  | have  been  educated  hero.  The  Tremount  Sem- 

The  schools  of  Norristown,  both  public  an  ittary,  of  which  the  Rev.  Samuel  Aaron  is 
private,  have  a high  reputation  ; and  the  Coun-  j principal,  consists  oi  two  large  three-story 
ty  Superintendent  assures  us  that  they  are  not  } stone  buildings,  and  has  also  educated,  for  some 
excelled  by  those  of  any  other  borough  in  the  1 a number  of  young  men  and  boys.  The 

State.  Its  inhabitants,  from  an  early  period,  • Adelphiau  Institute,  by  the  Jlisses  ijui;h,  is 
have  bestowed  considerable  attention  to  the  i excellent  school,  deserving  euoouiagetncnt. 
matter,  and  the  result  has  been  a continual  ; taking  a glimpse  at  tue  educational  e^tab- 
progress  in  their  condition.  Schools,  particu-  / lishments  ot  the  past,  the  old  Academy 
larly  in  towns,  perform  a more  important  part  j should  not  be  forgotten ; for  within  its  time- 
in  the  affairs  and  duties  of  life  than  is  generally  j honored  walls  many  now  on  tho  stage  of  action 
accredited  to  them.  By  this  we  mean,  more  < received  ^cheir  education,  ^rora  applicaticii 
especially,  their  influence  on  order  and  morals.  ( made  for  the  purpose,  the  Legislature  passe  I 
What  would  bo  the  condition  of  any  town  of  | 29th  ot  March,  1804,  to  empower 

this  size,  if  its  schools  were  all  closed  for  one  j ceriain  persons,  as  trustees,  to  sell  a lot  ot 
year?  We  have  no  hesitation  in  believing,  if  ' ground  and  a sebool  bouse  for  the  purpose  Ci 
this  experiment  were  tried,  that  some  of  the  j building  an  academy  in  its  stead.  In  tho  year 
most  clam-orous  and  unwilling  in  p.ayiug  their  / the  “Norristown  Acaderny  was  oo^o.  I 

taxes  would  be  the  first  to  wish  them  opened.  \ ei'^cted,  thirty  by  forty  feet,  two^s-ori-S 

In  this  borough,  about  one-fifth  of  its  whole  i high,  and  of  brick.  In  tue  order  of  time, 
population  attends  school;  if  this  number,  in-  | *be  tenth  incorporated  in  PennsyUaniv. 
stead  of  being  there  preparing  for  future  | The  St.ate,  the  same  year,  appropriated  52,000 
usefulness,  should  be  let  loose  on  the  streets.  ; towards  its  completion.  This  building  stood 
its  character  would  soon  change.  The  condi-  i till  1849,  when  the  spirit  of  improvement  razed 
tion  of  things  thp.t  would  ensue  can  ho  better  1 'ts  walls  to  the  ground,  and  Dei^alb  stieei  now 
imagined  than  described,  and  it  is,  therefore,  I P-T-sses  over  the  spot.  In  lSo2,  there  weic  but 
useless  for  us  to  dwell  upon  it.  Tlie  author  ’ two  primary  schools  in  tho  place, 
can  aver,  from  a brief  residence,  that  he  has  ^ The  Norristown  Library  company  was  found- 
found  few  places  where  better  order  and  de- 1 ed  in  >fay,  1790.  The  price  of  shares  is  5-’<  ' 
eorum  is  ob.served,  capo.'ially  amongits  juvenile  ; with  an  annual  payment  of  51  00.  Inl  't  J, 
population,  ' 1 it  liad  increased  to  about  eleven  hundred  vol- 
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umes.  In  1835  the  present  small  one-story  ! 
frame  building  (fifteen  and  a-half  feet  square)  \ 
■was  erected  expressly  for  the  library.  The  ) 
first  catalogue  was  printed  in  1830,  and  con-  j 
tains  forty  pages. In  1850  it  contained  two  > 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifteen  volumes,  di-  1 
vided  into  four  folios,  thirty  quartos,  eight  ■; 
hundred  and  seventy-two  octavos,  and  one  - 
thousand  six  hundred  and  nine  duodecimos;  j 
besides  pamphlets.  At  that  time,  H.  Adamson  i, 
was  the  librarian  ; his  successor,  now,  is  Chas.  ( 
H.  Greger.  It  contains,  at  present,  about  two  j 
thousand  and  eight  hundred  volumes.  ^ 

About  the  year  1830  a Cabinet  of  Natural  ( 
Science  was  started,  chiefly  through  the  oxer-  ' 
tions  of  Peter  A.  Erowne,  Esq.,  of  rhiladel-  ^ 
phia.  It  continued  to  flourish  for  several  ,■ 
years,  and  quite  an  extensive  collection  of' 
objects  in  natural  history  was  obtained,  espe-  ; 
daily  in  the  geological  and  mineralogical  de-  > 
partments.  In  the  course  of  time  it  went  s 
down  and  its  collections  became  dispersed,  but  > 
we  are  pleased  to[say  it  is  about  coming  to  life  :■ 
again,  wo  hope  with  renewed  vigor  after  so  < 
long  a rest.  In  September  last,  the  first  meet-  < 
ing  for  its  re-organization  was  'held,  when  a ( 
committee  was  appointed  “ to  collect  such  of  the  j 
property  of  the  Cabinet  as  they  maybe  able  to  ) 
find.”  Alan  W.  Corson  was(elected  President,  •: 
and  Samuel  Tyson  Secretary.  If  specimens  !; 
of  each  of  the  various  kinds  of  stones  and  . 
minerals  to  be  found  in  Montgomery  were  J 
collected,  they  would  form  a highly  inter-  ■> 
esting  collection  for  study,  independent  of  the  \ 
other  departments  of  natural  history.  \ 

Four  weekly  newspapers  are  at  this  time  > 
published  in  the  borough.  First  in  the  order  of  ( 
time  is  the  “Xorrislown  Ihrald  and  Fne  Fn>s^,”  / 
which  is  published  by  Robert  Iredell.  This  ; 
paper  was  the  first  printed  in  the  place,  and  j 
was  commenced  by  David  Sower,  lune  Pith,  , 
1799,  under  the  title  of  “ Xorrisiowic  OazilU,”  ; 
at  one  dollar  per  annum.  In  size  it  would  now  > 
be  considered  a newspaper  in  miniature,  the  j 
sheet  being  twelve  by  twenty  inches,  with 
three  columns  to  a page. . The  XorrUtawn 
RegitUr,”  now  published  by  Dr.  E.  L.  Acker, 
was  the  second,  and  begun  its  career  in  Pt>')l,  ■ 
and  was  at  ihatjtime  tho'same  in  size  as  Pow- 
er’s paper.  The  “ Xoni^lomi  Ji’/jaihliccni,  ' ; 
now  published  by  Moses  Auge,  bas  gene  by 
this  title  since  the  beginning  of  1?^57,  but  w.at  ' 
started,  we  bellevi',  about  fourtccu  r'cars  r.jrn  . 
The  “ XaHonal  D'j'uid-.r,"  now  pu'.d.islu.  1 ly 


Edwin  Schall,  was  commenced  in  August, 
lS5<i.  The  aforesaid  papers  are  now  published 
at  two  dollars  per  annum,  and  are  all  issued  oil 
Tuesday,  except  \.hc  Rqiuhlicfin,  which  appears 
on  Saturday.  We  have  spoken  of  David  Sow- 
er, the  first  jprinter  in  the  place  ; a further 
account  m.ay  be  interesting.  He  was  the  son 
of  Chiistopher  Sower,  was  born  in  17G1,  and 
was  brought  up  to  the  printing  business.  We 
have  said  that  ho  began  his  paper  here  in  1709. 
This  was  the  first  newspaper  published  in 
Montgomery  county.  In  1800  he  changed  the 
title'of  his  paper  to  its  present  one[]of  Xorrh- 
ioiai  Herald.  About  1800  the  establishment 
passed  into  the  hands  of  his  eldest  son,  Cbarle.s, 
who  ccntiiuicd  the  publication  until  1812.  In 
18IG  another  son,  David  Sower,  Jr.,  took 
charge  of  It  and  continued  it  till  1831.  Mr. 
Sower  died  iu  this  Dorough,  after, a lingering 
illness,  in  October  1835,  aged  seventy-one 
year.5.  David  Sower,  Jr.,  is  still  living  iu  this 
place,  where  he  established  the  first  book  store, 
now  in  the  hands  of  his  sou,  Franklin  D.  Sower. 
Ill  1832  five  papers  were  published  in  the 
county,  of  which  three  were  here.  At  present 
there  are  eight  papers  in  the  county.  The 
“ Hanigomerij  Watchman"  was  commenced  by 
D.  Fry,  in  April,  1819,  and  was  merged,  last 
November,  into  the  Xorristoicn  Register.  Sev- 
eral works  have_^been  written  by  residents  of 
this  Boioogb.  B.  F.  Hancock,  Esq.,  is  the 
author  of  “ The  Law,  Y’ithout  the  Advice  of 
au  Attorney,”  published  in  1831.  Elijah  AV. 
Beans  is  the  autlior  of  “A  JIanual  for  Practi- 
cai  Surveyors.”  E.  F.  Freedley  is  the  author 
of  tlie  •' Legal  Adviser,”  “A  Practical  Trea- 
tise on  Business,”  and  a recent  work  on  the 
“ Zdauufacturcs  of  Philadelphia.”  L.  E.  Cor- 
son prepared  a map  of  the  Borough  before  its 
eiilargoment,  which  'was  published  several 
years  ago,  and  Thomas  A.  Hurley,  iu  1857, 
issued  quite  a large  map,  showing  its  late  im- 
provements. 

Norristown,  at  the  present  time,  contains 
tlii.vteen  cliurchcs,  among  which  arc  several 
large  and  hand.some  edifices.  The  St.  John’s 
Br.iscopal  church  was  tho  first  erected  in  tha 
place.  It  was  commenced  in  1813  and  finished 
i.ie  following  year.  It  is  in  the  Gothic  style 
of  architecture  and  itsjdiuie-nsions  are  fifty  by 
elglity  feet.  The  Rev.  Nathan  Stem  is  the 
pre.-ciu  pa.'tor.  The  first  Pre.sbyterian  church 
w o,  built  in  1819,  under  the  charge  of  Rev. 
,J.j.ieph  Bair,  who  win  at  the  .Same  time  paster 
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of  the  Providence  church. It  stood  till  1855,  ^ Court  House  and  Prison  is  given  near  the  close 
■when  it  was  torn  down  and  the  present  splen-  \ of  this  article. 

did  edifice  was  erected  in  its  place.  It  is  cer-  j both  the  township  of  Norviton  and  Nor- 
tainly  the  most  costly  church  in  the  Dorough,  ^ ristown  received  their  names  from  Isaac  Nor- 
and, excepting  the  court  house,  has  the  highest  s j.jg^  qJ  Philadelphia,  some  account  of  him  in 
steeple.  It  belongs  to  the  Old  School  Presby-  ^ ,j^jg  ^ork  may  not  be  amiss,  as  little  has  been 
terians.  Its  present  pastor  is  the  llev.  J.  F.  \ published  concerning  him.  lie  was  a native 
Halsey.  Ihe  Baptist  church  was  built  in  1833,  ■ England,  where  he  was  born  about  the  year 
and  is  a commodious  building,  on  Swede  street,  ,■  what  lime  he  arrived  in  Peunsj’lva- 

and  is  in  charge  of  Lev.  Pv,.  Cheney.  Ihe  first  gj.g  unable  to  tell,  but  he  early  com- 

Jlethodist  church  w.as  erected  in  18o4,  and  in  nienced  his  career  in  Philadelphia  as  a succes- 
the  summer  of  1857  the  present  large  two  ; ful  merchant.  During  his  life  he  was  a leading 
story  brick  edifice  was  erected  in  its  place,  v tnember  of  the  society  of  Friends.  With  Wil- 
The  Methodist  church,  in  Oak  street,  was  ^ Ham  Trent,  in  1704,  he  purchased  all  of  what 
erected  in  1854.  St.  Patrick’s  Catholic  church  ' now  called  Xorriton  township,  containing 
was  built  in  1837,  and  is  a three  story  stone  1 seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two 
edifice,  near  the  river.  Its  pastor  is  the  Rev.  \ acres.  In  1712  he  bought  out  Trent’s  right 
Jeremiah  O'Donogbue.  Tue  German  Reformed  | ^nd  thus  became  its  sole  owner.  Ho  was 
church  of  the  Ascension  was  founded  in  1847,  ,,  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  1713,  and  was  con- 
and  is  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  .John  S.  Ermeu-  ,■  tiuued  in  the  same  for  eighteen  years.  lie 
trout.  The  Lutheran  church  was  built  in  1840,  j chiefly  resided  at  Fair  Hill,  his  country  seat, 
and  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Baer  has  recently...^  which  was  in  the  present  vicinity  of  Broad 
become  its  pastor.  The  Central  Presbyterian  ; street,  below  Monument  Cemetery.  He  ■was, 
church,  on  Main  street,  is  probably  the  largest  ■ for  a number  of  years,  a mcmbcr'of  tlieG  over- 
in the  place,  and  was  built  hi  1850.  It  is  in  5 nor’s  Council,  and  at  the  tirac  of  his  death  was 
charge  of  the  Rev.  D.  G.  Mallory.  The  Old  Chief  Justice  of  the  province.  He  died  sud- 
School  Covenanters  have  a church  at  which  the  \ denly  in  the  beginning  of  June,  1735,  of  an 
Rev.  Joseph  Nesbitt  officiates.  In  addition  to  ; apoplectic  fit,  while  attending  the  Germantown 
the  above  the  Quakers  have  a meeting  house,  | meeting.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was 
and  the  colored  Methodists  two  houses  of  wor-  1 about  sixty-four  years  of  age.  He  made  bis 
ship.  In  184.2  there  was  but  five  churches  in  \ will  the  17th  of  January,  1731,  and  appointed 
the  place  and  in  1849,  eight.  ^ Mary,  his  wife,  and  sons  Isaac,  Charles  and 

The  “Bank  of  Montgomery  County,”  at  ' Samuel,  jointly  his  executors.  His  eldest  son 
Norristown,  was  chartered  the  29th  of  August,  Isaac,  one  of  the  aforesaid  executors,  was  also 
1815,  with  a capital  of  four  hundred  tliousand  ^ distinguished  as  a merchant,  and  for  his  scr- 
dollars.  Its  off'cers  are  John  Boyer,  President,  vices  in  public  life.  He  was  long  an  alderman 
and  William  H.  SlinglafF,  Cashier.  The  pre-  '■  of  the  cii^'  and  for  twenty  years  Speaker  of 
sent  banking  house  was  erected  in  1854.  ItisJ  tlie  Assembly.  He  died  July  13th,  1706,  aged 
a two  story  brio’K  building  with  a marble  front.  i sixty-five  years.  The  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Its  name  for  a long  time  was  not  mi.s.appHed,  i Society  have,  in  their  collection,  a portrait  of 
for  it  was  the  only  bank  in  tiie  county  until  ':  bim.  He  is  represented  as  rather  full  faced  and 
1857,  when  the  bank  of  Pottstown  w.as  char-  \ of  a stout  and  heavy  appearance,  and  in  a 
tered.  By  the  statement  of  this  bank,  in  Sep-  i plain  dress.  The  William  Trent  alluded  to  was 
fember  last,  it  had  discounted  bills  and  notes  < also  an  early  merchant  of  Philadelphia.  He 
to  the  value  of  over  six  hundred  thou.sand  dol-  i had  alto  been  a Speaker  in  the  Assembly  ami 
lars,  and  had  notes  in  circulation  to  the  amount  ;>  w.as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thuusand  dol-  . from  1705  to  171G.  He  shortly  afterwards  rc- 
lars.  The  post  office  was  established  at  t!ji.s  ' moved  to  where  is  now  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
place  before  1709,  and  was  probably  the  second  and  commenced  the  first  .settlement  of  the  place 
in  the  county,  one  having  been  in  Pottstown  , by  erecting  severalmills  in  1719.  lie  died  there 
in  1794.  John  Davis  was  post  master  in  1709,  ^ the  29th  of  December,  1721,  and  at  that  time 
which  office  is  now  held  by  II.  G.  Hart.  The  < was  Chief  Justice  of  that  province.  Treut'OU 
Odd  Fellotvs’  Hall  Is  n,  large  three  story  brick  ^ was  called  in  honor  of  him. 
building,  erected  in  1850.  Au  account  of  the  j AViiliam  Penn,  the  proprietary  and  governor 
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of  rennaylvanK,  by  a patent  dated  t'ae  2d  of  j 
October,  170-1,  granted  to  b;3  son,  Winiam  \ 
Penn,  Jr.,  a tract  of  land  containing  seven  ] 
tLousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  \ 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  which  he  \ 
called  the  “Manor  of  IVilliamstadt,”  but  ) 
since  known  ns  Norritoa  township,  and  from 
which  nearly  the  whole  of  the  present  Borough  ^ 
of  Norristown  has  been  taktn.  At  this  time  j 
"William  Penn,  Jr.,  lived  in  this  country  and 
the  allowance  money  he  received  through  hia  < 
father,  from  James  Logan,  not  being  sufficient  f 
,to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  youthful  follies  > 
and  extravagances,  he  sold  this  manor,  after  ^ 
holding  it  bat  a few  days,  to  Isaac  Norris  .and  '■ 
Yriiliam  Trent,  the  7th  of  Ooteber,  of  the  ^ 
game  year,  for  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  ' 
The  11th  of  January,  1712,  Isaac  Norris  be-  ) 
came  the  sole  proprietor  of  this  tract,  by  pur- 
chasing  Y'ilUam  Trent’s  right  to  the  .same,  for  < 
five  hundred  pounds.  In  the  year  1730  the  < 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  county  cf  ^ 
Philadelphia,  granted  a petition  for  erecting  ) 
the  manor  of  Morriton  into  a separate  town-  < 
ehip,  which  rights  its  citizens  continued  to  bold  5 
uninterrupted  till  the  formation  cf  this  Co-  ^ 
rough,  in  1S12.  It  appears  th.at  Isaac  Norris  j 
must  have  sold  off  portions  cf  this  tract  some  J 
time  before  his  death,  for  in  1734  there  resided  | 
in  this  township  twenty  land  holders  and  ten-  j 
ants,  whose  names  appear  in  the  article  cn  ^ 
Norriton.  Isaac  Norris  died  in  17.35,  end  his  ( 
family  retained  the  property  for  some  time  S 
after,  though  occasionally  selling  portions  ■' 
of  it.  However,  the  greater  part  of  the  land  ' 
on  which  the  borough  now  st.ands  came  in  pos-  \ 
session  of  Charles  Norris,  son  of  the  afore- 1 
said,  who  erected  a mill  by  the  side  of  the  ^ 
Schuylkill,  a few  yards  above  the  present  dam,  \ 
and  made  other  valuable  improvements.  After  \ 
his  death,  Mary,  his  wife,  sold,  on  the  17th  } 
of  September,  1771,  the  mill  and  five  hundred  ' 
and  forty-three  acres,  situated  on  the  east  side  i 
of  the  river,  to  -John  Bull,  of  Limerick  town-  ^ 
ship,  for  the  sum  of  four  thousand  six  ( 
hundred  pounds,  which,  in  our  present  curreu-  i 
cy,  would  bo  twelve  thousand  two  hurolrc  1 and  ? 
eisty-livo  dollars.  In  adJiiion  to  the  afore-  | 
said,  and  included  in  the  purchase,  was  Barba-  ^ 
docs  Island,  which  is  stated  to  contain  eighty-  t 
eight  acres.  Mr.  Bull  continue  1 to  reside  hero  } 
till  the  spring  of  17  77,  having  sold  it  the  21  j 
of  November  pr.'vlous,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  lYiliiam  i 
Smith,  cf  Philadelphia,  for  s's  thons.and  ) 


pounds.  On  Scull’a  map  of  1770,  an  inn,  cnTle.. 
the  “ Norrington  House,”  is  marked  as  being 
situated  on  the  south-east  side  of  where  the 
Eidge  road  crosses  Stony  creek.  This,  it  is 
supposed,  was  the  first  house  in  Norristown. 
-Is  John  Bull  was  a native  of  this  county  and 
an  early  resident  here,  as  well  as  a conspicu- 
ous character  in  the  Ilevolutioc,  a biographi- 
cal sketch  of  him  is  given  in  the  appen- 
dix. 

But  two  days  after  the  defeat  of  Washing- 
ton, at  Brandywine,  ho  despatched  General 
Armstrong,  with  a portion  of  militia,  along 
the  Schuylkill,  to  throw  up  redoubts  at  the 
different  fords  which  were  to  be  occasionally 
occupied,  that  in  case  the  British  should  at- 
tempt to  cross  they  might  be  opposed.  At 
this  time  the  principal  crossing  place  was  at 
Swedes’  Ford,  and  on  this  account  it  was  ex- 
pected that  they  might  cross  here,  and  for  this 
reason,  under  the  direction  of  Chevelier  L'n 
P&rtail,  an  engineer,  formerly  in  the  french 
army,  Armstrong’s  men  threw  up  entrench- 
ments and  breastworks  opposite  that  place,  and 
now  in  the  Borough,  and  it  is  said  that  they 
were  scarcely  completed  before  the  British 
made  their  appearance  on  the  other  side,  but 
in  consequence  changed  their  line  of  march 
towards  Valley  Foigo.  Remains  of  these  works 
were  still  visible  a few  years  ago.  While 
Washington  was  near  Pottsgrove  the  enemy 
crossed  the  Schuylkill  at  Fatlandford,  five  and 
a- half  miles  above  Norristov^n,  on  the  night  of 
September  the  22d,  and  proceeded  leisurely  oa 
their  march  to  the  city.  On  the  23d  a portion 
of  their  array  was  over  night  in  or  near  the 
present  borough,  on  which  occasion  they  burned 
the  barn  of  Mr.  Smith,  erroneously  published 
as  having,  at  the  time,  belonged  to  Mr.  Bull, 
this  latter  gentleman  having  parted  with  all  his 
property  here  the  previous  fall.  While  in  this 
neighborhood,  wo  learn  from  the  Rev.  H.  M. 
Muhlenberg’s  Journal,  the  American  light  cav- 
alry captured  five  English  soldiers,  who,  at  the 
time,  wo  presume,  wore  out  marauding,  and 
brought  them  through  tlic  Trappe,  on  their  way 
to  the  .Ymcrican  army. 

When  Washington  broke  up  his  camp  at 
"iVhiteciarsh  and  proceeded  with  the  army  to 
Valley  Forge,  for  winter  quarter.s,  it  was  in 
this  bnrougli  vrherc,  on  the  11th  of  December, 
they  crossed  the  river  by  making  a bridge  of 
their  wa.goiis  by  backing  them  together.  .^lajor 
Mathias  Holstein,  who  witnessed  the  proceed- 
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tng,  velfttea  llia»  a mimhcr  o(  trees  then  grew  j returning  {>rnf.perily  to  the  long-ncglcctcd 
Upon  the  banks.  AVhile  tlie  British  hiul  pos-  j tielda  and  wcrksiiops.  Aliove  all,  coiifidcnca 
Bession  of  the  city  it  is  said  they  o-rered  a re-  ^ was  now  restored,  and  the  laborer  was  eeenre 
ward  of  one  thousand  pounds  fur  the  head  of  j tn  his  reward.  Up  to  this  pei  iod  all  the  ter- 
Colonel  Andrew  Knus,  and  another  ollicer  of ' ritory  at  present  in  the  county  was  coTnfirised 
the  army  who  lived  iu  the  vicinity,  aud  who  \ in  that  of  riiilndelphia,  which,  from  the  dis- 
liad,  as  ardent  patriots,  incurred  their  dtsplca-  j tsnee  that  many  had  to  go  to  attend  to  county 
sure.  Prompted  chirffy  by  this  ofTer,  seven  i alTairs,  caused  a great  inconvenience.  Peli- 
loric.a  undertook  the  olhce  of  nssassintt.  They  j tions  were  accordingly  got  up  and  numerously 
arrived  about  uiiduigh.c  aud  called  him  up,  tell-  | signed  by  the  people,  prayiug  for  the  erection 
ing  him  the  enemy  were  upon  hin;.  lie  re-  t of  a new  county.  The  petitions  were  heard 
plied  that  they  must  be  the  enemy,  when  one  ? and  graciously  acted  upou  by  the  Legislature, 
of  the  number  tired  at  him  through  the  win-  ^ aud  an  act  was  accordingly  passed  the  10th  of 
elow,  but  fortunately  missed  his  aim.  lie  then  ' September,  1784,  “ for  erecting  part  of  the 
eeizeJ  a heavy  broad  sword  and  came  down  ^ county  of  Philadelphia  into  a separate  coun- 
tstnirs  and  met  them  at.  the  door.  They  fired  \ tj»”  Thus  did  the  present  county  of  Mont- 
through  the  doer  au-.l  broke  the  lock,  by  which  < gomerj',  rich  and  populous  as  it  uow  is,  spring 
they  were  enabled  partly  to  force  open  the  ^ into  origin.  Iu  the  said  act  constituting  it  a 
door.  Col.  Knox  now  r.ttackcd  them  as  they  | gepaj-ate  county,  is  found  the  following  extract : 
odvnnced  and  wounded  two  of  them  so  severely  \ >.  At  the  time  appointed  by  law  the  freemen  of 
that  they  were  ca'.:ght  tuc  next  day  and  cse-  ^ the  county  of  Montgomery  shall  meet  at  the 


cuted  at  the  present  v'-llago  of  Centro  Square.  ; house  of  Ilaimah  Thop.’pson,  inn-keeper,  in  the 
Washington  and  Franklin,  shortly  after  thirj  ^ township  of  Morritoa,  and  there  elect  four 
occurrence,  visited  him  at  his  house  and  com-  | Represeutatives,  one  fit  person  for  Bheritf,  one 
.plimentcd  him  for  liis  bravery,  ami  was  pre- ^ pt  person  for  Coroner,  and  three  Coinmission- 
Bcute-.  with  tlieir  arms,  wliicb  they  had  left  ( org,  and  one  member  of  the  Supreme  E.vectv- 
bebind  to  facilitate  their  et'capo.  The  Colonel,  j five  Council.  That  it  shall  bo  lawful  for  llen- 
in  this  attack,  received  a musket  bull  through  1 ry  Pawling,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Gecrge 
his  thigh,  and  some  fifteen  slight  bayonet  s Smith,  Robert  Shantsoa  and  Henry  CunnarJ, 
wounds,  from  all  of  which  he  soon  after  rcco’- 1 all  of  the  aforesaid  county,  yeoman,  or  any  ihreo 
vered.  This  house  is  stii!  slandtiig,  in  \\  nitpain  | of  them,  to  purchase  aud  take  assurance  to  them, 
township,  nearly  threo  miles  north  of  the  bo-  | in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  of  a piece 
tough,  where  the  bullet  holes,  reven  in  number,  ^ of  laud,  situated  iu  some  conveuieut  place  in 
»re  shown  in  the  door.  His  grandson.  Colonel  s tho  neighborhood  of  Stony  run,  contiguous 
Thomas  P.  Knox,  late  Scn.ator  from  the  county,  ^ to  tho  river  Schuylkill,  in  Norriton  township, 
resides  within  the  present  limits  of  Norristown.  I trust  aud  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
From  tho  “ retiusylvania  Packet  ’ of  October  < the  said  county,  and  thereon  to  erect  and  build 
27tli,  17,8,  T/e  extract  the  tollowin.g,  from  an  | a Court  House  and  Prison,  sufficient  to  accom- 
advertisement,  which  is  not  without  interest  in  I laodato  the  public  service  of  said  county.” 
the  history  of  this  place,  and  which  bears  Dr.  | At  th.it  time,  where  is  now  tlie  large  and 
Smith  s name  : “ To  be  let  for  a term  of  year.s,  j populous  I'orough  of  Norristown,  the  land 

that  valuable  plantation  at  Norriton,  on  Schuyl- j chiflly  belonged  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Uni- 
kill, lately  occupied  by  Colonel  Bull.  Such  | versity  cf  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  it  hud  been 
persons  as  desire  to  lease  the  same  are  re-  | transferred  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  who  had 
quested  to  make  their  propositions  to  the  sub-  \ been  (he  provost  of  the  same.  His  son,  Wil- 
scriber,  at  the  college,  as  soon  as  possible,  ns  j Ham  Moore  Smith,  however,  became  the  final 


I owner,  under  ccrt.iin  reservations  to  the  (rns- 
I tecs  of  that  Institution,  aud  got  it  laiil  out  ns 
')  the  town  of  ‘'Norris”  into  streets  and  lots. 
; The  lots  were  each  divided  into  the  width  of 


the  farm  and  meadows  ni'W  suffer  for  the  want 
of  a tenant.” 

After  an  arduous  struggle  the  Revolution  at 
length  passed  away  and  the  contdry  achieved 
its  independence,  anti  on  the  od  of  September,  1 fifty  feet  front,  but  of  different  depths.  Those 
1783,  a definitive  treaty  was  signed  wiili  Great  ; most  advantageously  situated  brought  as  hich 
Britain.  Peace,  happy  peace,  uow  reigned  ^ as  four  doll.irs  per  foot,  while  others  less  de- 
within  our  borders,  and  industry  toeu  Uronght  eirablo  were  told  ua  low  uj  one  dollar  and  forty 
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cents.  There  were  in  all  at  Ibis  time  (1785,)  \ dimensions  of  the  former  were  seventy  hy  fort/ 
eixty-four  town  lots,  bounded  on  the  north  by  J feet,  two  stories  high,  and  surmounted  with  u 
Airy  street,  east  by  Green  alley,  south  by  La- ) cupola  and  bell.  The  stairs  were  placed 
fayctte  street  and  west  by  Cherry  street.  Thi.s  ( on  the  outside  to  reach  the  second  story,  sinii- 
nmy  be  considered  the  original  size  of  the  town.  ^ lar  to  those  of  the  court  house  in  rhiladeipuia. 
As  it  v'aa  of  course  now  oatisfaetorily  ascer-  ; and  which  was  common  in  those  days,  eveu 
tniued  that  it  hadbccctKO  the  county  seat,  and  ( with  churches  and  private  houses,  when  two 
that  the  county  buildings  woBld  eeoii  bs  erect-  •'  stories  high.  Tlie  cost  to  the  county,  for 
ed,  the  lots  were  soon  all  sold  and  a unmber  I erecting  these  buildings,  was  Xl,77i  Hi.  'dcf. 
of  buildings  coiurr.enced,  though,  as  will  be  } Of  tbi.s  amount,  29s.  were  received  from 

seen,  its  growth  at  Srst  was  -7ery  slow.  | Philadelphia  county,  as  the  share  coming  to 

A further  account  of  IVm.  2.4a>ore  Smith  may  ( Montgomery  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
not  wholly  be  without  iutsresl.  liis  father  was  J the  old  prison  there,  according  So  the  act  of 
considered  one  of  the  most  accomplished  ( As.serably  in  establishing  the  county.  The 
Bcboinrs  of  Pl.iladelphia,  and  it  was  through  ; building  cont, lining  the  county  oSces  was  nos 
his  exertions  that  the  University  owes  it.s  ori-  ( erected  till  2791.  Several  years  niter,  it  was 
gin  and  of  which  he  was  elected  its  first  pro-  j eularged  to  fifty  by  thirty-six  tect.  It  is  said 
Tost.  He  was  early  admitted  to  the  ministry  ^ that  Colonel  Thomas  Cru;g,  who  had  been  ui> 
of  the  Epissopul  church  in  rhiladelp.hia,  aud  ) officer  sn  the  Eevoiutiv.n,  in  H8d,  and  fursevs- 
of  which  be  was  a pastor  for  many  years.  ’Vm.  ] ‘‘a!  yeavs  afterwards  held  at  one  time  the  oilioen 
Moore  was  his  eldest  son  and  wa.s  born  i-u  the  .'  proth-notary  and  elerk  of  the  several  courts, 

city,  June  1st,  1751?.  It  appears  as  if  he  hail  J -''U  ast  was  passed  June  ILth,  li77,  that  thj 

inherited  a taste  for  letters,  for  he  was  early  ; elections  of  Norriton,  Providence,  as  well  as 
distinguished  for  She  est-eni  and  variety  of  his  ; sevcr.al  of  the  adjoining  towrisliips,  be  held  aJ 
acquirements.  luhisgcaera!  cliarncter  ho  was  ) Ihe  house  ot  Jacob  Wentz,  in  Worcester  town- 
a gentleman  of  the  oM  school,  of  biglily  polish- I ship.  Previously,  the  elections  of  the  whole 
ed  education  aud  manners,  and,  in  his  day,  a ; county  were  held  at  the  inn  opposite  the  State 
poet  of  considerable  reputation.  He  lived  in  j House,  in  Philadelphia.  By  the  act  of  Idth  of 
Norristown  for  some  time,  and  wc  know  ns  late  ) September,  1785,  Moutgomery  county  was  di- 
ne 1789,  if  not  later.  He  afierwards  moved  i vided  into  three  election  di.stricts.  The  first 
near  Philadelphia,  where  he  died  the  11th  of  j comprised  thetownshipsof  Eorntou,  Plyiuoutf, 
March,  1811.  His  remains  were  interred  by  j Whitpaiu,  Upper  Merion,  New  Providence, 
the  side  of  his  father,  in  Laurel  Hill  cemetery,  j Worcesteiv  Skippack  and  Pei  kinmen,  and  were 
The  late  Richard  Penn  Smith  was  bis  son.  ! to  hold  their  elections  at  the  court  house. 

As  the  court  house  and  jail  were  not  built  | They  were  held  there  foi  all  these  townships 
fur  several  years  after  the  erection  of  the  coun-  j till  1797,  when  the  county  was  divided  into  five 
ty,  the  courts  had  to  be  held  wherever  they  ( districts,  of  which  Norriton,  Providence,  Wor- 
could  get  the  most  proper  accommodations.  ; cester,  Plymouth,  Whitpain,  Upper  Merion  and 
The  first  court  was  held  at  the  public  house  of  ' Lower  .Merion  continued  for  some  time  after  to 
John  Shannon,  the  18th  oi  December,  1781.  hold  their  elections  at  the  same  place. 

Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,  James  Morris,  Henry  I Francis  Swaine,  a resident  of  the  Trappe, 
Scheetz  aud  William  Bean,  Bsquircs,  Justices,  ) while  .sherilT  of  the  county,  on  the  11th  of 
presided — the  former  being  president.  To  ' .Ipril,  1788,  execute.}  John  Brown,  who  had 
show  the  spirit  of  the  times,  we  learn  from  tlie  ■,  been  sentenced  to-  death  for  burglary,  and  who 
records  of  the  court,  that  one  person,  for  coin-  it  appears  was  au  old  ofi'ender.  Fie  was  eie- 
niiuing  two  larcenies,  was  sentenced  on  the  ; cuted  in  the  rear  of  the  jail,  on  Airy  street. 
‘18th  of  September,  1785,  to  receive  on  his  b.aro  • Tins  afair,  for  soma  time  after,  was  the  occa- 
back  fifteen  lashes,  well  la'd  on,  ami  en  the:  aioii  of  considerable  controversy,  if  not  cxcite- 
followicg  8ih  of  October,  the  same  number,  to  ^ m-ent,  between  the  sherPf  and  several  cltizems 
be  repeated  for  tiie  second  offence.  “Negro;  of  the  town,  it  origin.atod  chiefly  through  the 
William”  wa.s  sentenced,  at  the  same  time,  to  execution  having  been  performed  on  the  higb- 
recetve  nineteen  la-hes.  ' "''^y  ^ most  putilic  manner.  Tho 

The  court  house  and  jail  were  both  com-  ' sheriff,  ou  the  otlirr  hand,  defended  him.se if  on 
uieuced  in  1737,  au-i  were  bUiUuf  stone.  The  , the  ground  that  he  could  not  get  the  pcroiis- 


NOIUUSTOWN. 


sion  of  any  holilers  of  InnJa  in  or  noor  the  place  } only  mail  that  exf emleil  to  the  river ; anj  that 
to  permit  him,  aa  an  officer,  to  fulfil  the  due|  there  was  a splendid  walk  along  the  banks  of 
performance  of  that  which  was  required  of  him  j the  river,  from  the  mouth  of  Stony  Oreck  (o 
bylaw.  This,  it  is  believed,  was  the  last,  if  ^ Swedes’  Ford,  which  was  beautifully  shaded 
oot  the  first,  execution  in  the  present  county.  ■;  with  a number  of  buttonwood  and  beach  trees. 
It  is  time,  at  this  period,  tliat  we  should  bare  ^ After  the  county  hail  been  formed  ani]  tlio 
sometliing  more  to  say  about  (he  improvements  , town  laid  out  twenty-scvcti  years,  application 
and  progress  ef  the  town  in  its  early  career.  ‘‘  was  made  by  a number  of  its  citizens  to  have 
In  17‘J0,  it  coutained  the  court  boti.se,  jail,  four  j it  iocorporated  with  the  rights  atid  pilvilczes 
or  five  itins,  eight  dwellicg  houses,  miil,  school  \ of  a borough.  The  act  was  accorJinglv  passe. 1 
house  aud  a barn — in  all,  but  eighteen  build-  ; the  dlst  of  ^{arch,  1812,  and  amoiitr  its  pro- 
ings.  An  intelligent  lady  of  near  eigiity,  who  • visions  were  that  the  burgcssTtowii  council  aitd 
was  raised  in  the  place  and  still  lives  in  its  vi-  i high  constable  should  be  elected.  aunuaHv. 
ciuity,  gave  us  the  following  reminiscences:  i The  borough,  as  laid  out  at  tliis  lime,  was 
that  the  town  in  1703  contained  four  taverns  \ wholly  taken  from  Norriton  towoship,  to  wliich 
— one  was  the  Geaeral  Washington,  then  kept  \ it  had  previously  belonged,  and  contaluod  an 
by  Alexander  More,  and  is  the  same  house  now  \ area  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  acre?,  being 
occupied  by  D ivid  Ifeebner  ; one  was  the  Rising  ^ nearly  a mile  square.  It  extended  on  the  river 
Sun,  kept  by  ./esse  Roberts,- and  one,  the  E.igle,  < from  the  mouth  of  Stony  Creek  to  the  Ply- 
kept  by  a person  of  the  name  of  Rudolph.  | raouthline,  somewhat  over  a mile.  The  [.opu- 
Tliere  were,  at  tki.s  time,  two  stores,  one  of  ( lation  of  the  town,  at  this  time,  was  proijably 
which  was  kept  by  John  loung.  There  was  j (jvc  hundred,  and  we  know,  by  the  census  cf 
not  a house  then  within  the  present  borough  1820,  that  it  then  ccntnir.eil  but  eight  humlred 
below  the  Montgomery  House.  >She  well  re-  \ and  twenty  seve-u  inhabitants,  showing  a slow 
members  when  shad,  herring  and  rock  fish  were  i growth  after  being  laid  out  as  a town  and 
caught  here  in  abundance,  and  remembers  ; county-scai  thirty-six  years.  -Saw  Mill  Run, 
canoes  and  flits,  on  the  river,  but  she  has  no  • which  rises  i.u  Whitpain  (ownsiiip  and  is  about 
recollection  of  b itteaux.  On  one  occasion  she  j four  miles  in  length,  at  this  time  divided  the 
went  with  lier  father  to  I’hiiadelpiiia  in  a cance,  J borough  info  nearly  two  equal  parts, 
and  was  considerably  friglitoned  la  going  | The  island  in  the  Schuylkill,  at  this  borough, 
through  the  falls  this  side  of  Manayunk.  lu  j is  called  CarbaJoes,  and,  though  not  natiu'd.  is 
returning  with  the  canoe,  at  the  most  Jiflicult  | given  with  tolerable  correctness  on  no'mes' 
places,  it  had  to  be  peied  to  stem  the  current.  J map  of  original  surveys,  made  between  the 
On  Reading  H-iwell's  map  of  Peunsylvania,  1 years  1GS2  and  ICO-'i.  It  belonged,  from  the 
published  in  Ii92,  this  place  is  marked  as  i earliest  period,  to  the  manor  of  Norritnn.  and 
“Norristown.’  ffcott,  su  his  U.  S.  Gazetteer  ( from  the  records  we  know  that  it  bore  its  pro- 
of 1795,  speaks  of  it  as  then  containing  about  j gent  name  in  1771.  It  is  very  probable  th.it 
twenty  houses,  besides  the  county  buildings.  ; tiqg  name  was  given  it  tiy  Isaac  Norris,  wlm. 
An  aged  gentleman  gives  us  his  recollections  of  ^ as  a merchant,  carried  on  an  e.xtensive  trade 
the  place  in  ISO.I.  He  s.ays  it  then  contained  > with  Darhadoes,  one  of  the  British  We.-it  fn  ir» 
«bout  fifty  houses,  and  that  most  of  them  were  \ Islands,  which  had  been  first  settled  by  tlie 
but  one  story  high,  .and  built  of  frame  or  logs.  English  in  lOOd.  In  the  purchase  of  the  island 
Besides  these,  were  the  court  house,  jail,  three  \ here,  by  Colonel  Bull,  in  1771,  raention  is  made 
taverns,  one  store  and  a small  school  house,  ' that  it  was  then  fourhmidred  perches  in  length, 
two  or  three  lawyer.s  and  one  doctor,  lie  also  ^ and  at  the  broadest  part  sixty  perches,  and 
informs  us  that  back  of  Airy  street,  in  the  vi-  ^ that  it  contained  eighty-eight  acre.s.  In  tliS 
cinity  of  the  present  prison,  was  the  old  jail  > beginning  of  this  century  there  wa.s  a r-ice- 
lane,  with  a .stake  and  rail  fence  on  each  side,  1 course  on  this  island,  which  was  kept  up 
which  Was  a favorite  p.aoe  for  horse-racing  anol  i fur  this  purpose  many  years,  and  is  stilt  in  the 
playing  bullets;  tnat  lu  the  spring  and  fall,  when  ; recollection  of  .^ome  of  our  oldest  citizens  In 
the  coQilitioQ  cf  the  roads  hceame  almost  i.m-  . consequence  of  the  Navigation  Company  l.orl  !• 
piissable,  the  people  hauled  tan  from  the  old  ] ing  a d.im  aero. is  tlie  river,  helow  the  i.-lan'l, 
tan-yard  and  ini  ic  walks  of  it  lietorc  their  it  was  th"  ino.ans  of  con-.idrr:ib’y  rednc'iig  its 
d o-H-s  .'5Wedu  sirs',  f,  at  lliia  time,  wss  the  , area  , and  to  avuid  the  e.xppine  of  liiij'  iii'in 
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the  company  jnirchaseJ  it  atiT  hy  whom  it  is 
elil!  owueJ.  This  islauj  is  iinJcr  cultivaiion, 
and  Contains  farm  buildings.  Immediately 
below  it  there  was  a smaller  island,  which,  by 
the  erection  of  the  dam,  has  disappeared. 

Nonistowii  did  not  bcC.;me  a tuauufacturlnp 
place  till  after  the  completion  of  the  Scluiylkill 
Navigation,  when  the  dam  erected  here  gave 
on  impetus  to  the  business.  In  18132  the  fol- 
lowing manufacturing  establishments  were 
here:  B.  McCreJy’s  cotton  mill,  of  stone,  five 
ttories  high,  containing  seven  thnasainl  spin- 
dles ; Mr.  Freedley’s  cotton  mill,  with  nine 
hundred  spindles  ; and  Mr.  Jami.son’s  weaving 
factory,  with  one  hundred  and  forty-tliree 
looms.  According  to  the  census  of  1810,  the 
business  had  considerably  increased,  the  three 
factories  having  nineteen  thousanlone  huudie  1 
sad  aisty-four  spindles,  and  a dye  and 
print  establishment,  which,  together,  mnimrac- 
tured  products  to  the  value  of  $1-31. 9-38  and 
employed  five  hundred  hands.  Of  course,  since 
that  time,  the  business  has  been  consideraMy 
extended,  and  probably  at  this  time  they  give 
employment  to  three  times  that  number. 

In  consequence  of  the  rapid  increase  of 
population,  it  became  necessai  v to  divide  the 
borough  into  two  wards,  which  was  done  by  nu 
net  of  A33eml)!y,  pa.ssed  the  Sih  of  February, 
18-17.  The  upper  ward,  in  dSlf',  contained 
579  taxables  and  the  lower  ward  -110,  making 
989  taxables.  Through  an  additional  increase 
an  act  was  passed  in  1S32,  dividing  the  borough 
into  three  wards,  which  remain  to  the  present 
time.  In  1833,  the  upper  ward  contained  937 
taxables;  the  middle  ward,  3'J.d ; and  tlie 
lower  ward,  GO-1 — making  a total  of  1931 
taxables  in  the  borough  at  that  time.  On  pe- 
tition of  a number  of  its  inhabitants,  an  net 
was  passed  the  2Gth  of  'March,  1-833,  to  enlarge 
the  area  of  the  borough,  which  w’as  according- 
ly done,  to  its  present  site.  By  its  cxtendeil 
limits,  it  is  fully  one  and  three-foimhs  of  a mile 
square,  and  has  an  area  of  ad-out  two  thousand 
acres,  which  was  all  taken  from  Xorriton  town- 
ship, excepting  a small,  narrow  strip  from  I’ly- 
month,  probafiiy  contaiuiug  one  hundred  and 
Cfry-eight  acres. 

The  county  buildings  in  this  borough  arc  the 
court  house  and  prison.  The  old  court  house 
utid  prison,  meotionc.l  on  having  been  built 
hero  in  1787,  were  torn  <lowii  in  l‘^33.  d'he 
present  fine  buildings  were  ereete.l  in  I.s33-G. 
The  court  house  is  one  of  the  Inu-.st  bulKl'.ugs 


of  the  kill'd  in  the  Slate,  and  is  built  of  white 
5 m-irblc,  proenred  in  the  county.  It  contains 
t the  various  county  ofiices,  and  was  erected  at  n 
5 cost  of  3^130,000.  The  prison  is  .situated  on 

< Airy  street,  and  is  very  'luhstantially  built,  two 
j stories  higli,  and  the  cells  arrauged  for  solitary 
i confioemeot.  Its  cost  was  about  §8G,000.  The 
i Montgomery  Cemetery,  beyond  Stony  creek,  on 
I the  west  side  of  Main  street,  is  a neat  affair, 
t Here  the  dead  repose  amiilst  shady  iawn.s, 

< shrubbery'  nml  flowers.  Another,  called  the 
; Norris  Oemeiery,  has  been  recently  erected  on 
5 Swede  street,  just  beyond  the  borough  Imiits. 

I Tho  lot  of  groiiml  on  which  the  old  court  house 
^ and  public  offices  stood  has,  within  the  last  two 
s years,  been  beautifully  laid  out  in  walks,  plnnt- 

^ ed  with  trees  and  ornamented  vfith  a fountain.  ' 
^ I'he  streets  of  Norristown  are  regularly  laid 
I;  out  and  generally  cross  at  right  angles.  Main 
/ or  Fg}'pt  street,  beyond  .Stony  Creek,  contains 
I a number  of  handsome  re.sidenccs,  and  is  neatly 
planted  with  trees.  Swede  street,  north  of  I ho 
'l  Court  house,  i.s  another  pleasant,  slmdy  street, 
i Not  many  towns  of  equal  size  excel  tiiis  in  tho 
J number  of  Us  splendid  three  and  four  story 
I private  residences.  The  frequent  use  of  whita 
\ marble,  of  late  years,  as  a material  for  build- 
^ ing  purposes,  has  given  a neatness  to  the  an- 
\ poarance  of  the  houses  and  streets  that  is  not 

i;  generally  found  elsewlicre. 

\ 
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) The  township  of  Norriton  is  bounded  north 
^ by  3Vorcester,  uovth-cast  by  dVhitpain,  south- 
5;  east  by  '’lymoutli,  south  by  Norri>town  ntul 
^ tho  i-tohu3  Ikill,  and  west  by  Lower  I’rovidence. 

Its  greate.-t  lengtli  is  nearly  six  miles  and 
< width  tliree  and  throe- fourths,  with  a front  on 
( ■the  Scliiiylkill  of  about  two  and  a-lialf  miles. 

) Its  original  art^  was  seven  lliousand  four  hun- 
■.  dred  and  eighty-two  acre.s,  but  by  the  erection 
1;  of  Nin-ri.stown  into  a borough,  in  1812,  five 
;•  hun-lre  1 and  twenty  acres  were  takeu  oil, 
\ which  b^'  tho  act  of  1833  was  inceased  to 
ationt  two  thousand  acres,  thus  leaving  its 
present  area  five  th-niaand  five  hundred  acres. 

The  Hurfico  of  Nb'vriton  is  slightly  riiHing 
' and  the  soil  is  a clay  an.l  red  shale,  which 
i mali.ts  its  fre.-ienl  appeariuice  in.thi.s  I..>wu3hip 
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ns  W0  proceed  up  the  Schuylkill.  Naturally  ^ township  anJ  is  situated  on  the  Ridge  turn- 
the  soil  is  much  inferior  to  tliat  of  Plymouth,  j pike,  two  miles  above  Norristown  nud  cightcca 
'Whitemarsh  and  Springfield.  Now,  no  more,  ' and  a-halE  from  Philadtdphia.  It  contains'au 
for  future  descriptions  in  this  work,  need  bo  < inn,  store,  a two  story  stonolschool-houso  and 
mentioned  the  rich  lime  stone  bottoms — the  ^ a blacksmith  and  wheelwright  shop,  and  thir- 
never-failing,  copious,  clirystal  springs — the  s teen  houses.  Tho  elections  of  the  townsliip 
noble  chestuut  timber  and  the  vigorous  under-  1;  are  hold  here  and  at  Penn  Square,  alternately, 
brush  in  woods  and  thickets,  for  these  will  be  ;>  The  post-office  was  established  in  January, 
missed.  The  best  and  most  fertile  lands  will  i 1S29.  In  1S32  it  contained  a tavern,  store 

be  found  along  tha  river,  Tho  principal  j and  six  or  eight  dwellings.  A quarter  of  a 

streams  are  Stony  creek,  Indian  creek,  Five  s mile  below  this  village  on  tho  pike  by  tha  toll- 
Mile  run  and  Saw  Mill  run.  They  all  furnish  gate  are  eight  bouses.  Abou-t  half  a mile  above 

water  power  to  grist  mills,  saw  mills  and  i Jeffersowville  tho  Presbyterians  have  a two 


clover  mills. 

Norriton,  in  1734,  contained  twenty  laud 
holders  and  tenants;  in  1741,  twenty-five  tax- 


story  stone  church,  erected  about  twelve  years 
ago. 

, Norritonville  is  situated  on  the  Germiuitowu 

ables ; in  1828,  two  hundred  and  forty-five;  ^ and  Perkiomen  turnpike,  eighteen  miles  from 
in  1849,  three  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in  ^ Philadelphia.  It  contains  a ciiurch,  school 
1858,  three  hundred  and  forty.  According  to  | house,  post  office,  blacksmith  and  wheelwright 
the  census  of  1810,  it  contained  one  thousand  shop,  and  twelve  houses,  Tho  churcii  here  is 
three  hundred  and  thirty-six  inhabitants;  in  ' under  the  charge  of  trustees  and  is  free  to  all 
1820,  one  thousand  and  ninety-eight ; in  1830,  i denominations,  several  of  whom  hold  worship 
one  thous.and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine;  in  ! in  it  alternately. 

1840,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  eleven;  \ The  village  of  Penn  Square  is  situated  at  the 
and  in  1850,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ^ intersection  of  the  State  road,  loading  from 
ninety-four.  The  population  was  somewhat  ^ Doylestown  to  Norristown,  and  tho  German- 
decreased  by  the  erection  of  Norristown,  in  t tow'n  and  Perklomen  turnpike.  It  is  two  miles 
1812,  and  its  enlargement,  in  1853.  Ey  the  s northeast  of  Norristown  and  sixteen  and  a-ha!i 
triennial  assessment  of  1858,  the  real  estate  j from  Philadelphia.  It  contains  an  inn,  store, 
was  valued  at  $359,105,  and  tho  hor.ses  and  > post-office,  school  house  and  a blacksmith  anil 
neat  cattle,  $18,21-5.  The  census  of  1850  gave  s wheelwright  shop,  and  cleveu  houses.  Tho 
the  township  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  ; school-houso  is  a two  story  stone  bnihiiug, 
houses  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  farms.  S erected  iu  1847,  the  upper  story  of  wliich  is 
In  May,  1858,  it  contained  four  inns,  four  ; used  for  public  meetings,  lectures  aud  debates, 
stores,  six  grist  mills,  two  sawmills,  two  clover  j This  village  has  considerably  improved  within 
mills  and  one  plaster  mill.  Two  turnpike  i the  last  twelve  ye.ars. 

roads  pass  through  Noniten.  Tho  German-  < Springtown  is  situated  on  tho  Germantowu 
town  and  Perkiomcn,  but  better  known  as  the  i and  Perkiomeu  turnpike,  about  half  a mile  bc- 
Reading  pike,  has  a course  of  four  miles,  being  j low  Penn  Square,  and  contains  an  imi  and  seven 
the  entire  width  of  tho  township.  Tho  PiiJge  ^ houses.  Hero  are  tho  exhibition  gronnd-i  of 
pike  traverses  it  about  two  miles.  Since  the  | tho  hloutgomory  County  Agricultural  Society, 
borough  extension,  there  are  no  manufactories,  ^ in  the  eeutro  of  which  is  a handsome  largo  two 
excepting  those  mentioned.  ^ There  are  some  ^ story  frame  building,  for  the  display  of  vegeta- 
well  improved  andcultivated  farms  in  Norriton.  ^ blcs  and  manufactures.  There  are  also  on  tho 
Its  villages  are  Jcffersouviile,  Nondtouville,  ^ grounds  extensive  sheds  for  horses  and  cattle. 
Penn  Square,  Port  Indian  and  Springtown.  At  ^ This  society  was  started  iu  1847,  but  d.id  not 
the  first  three  named  places  arc  post-olfices.  s exhibit  here,  we  believe,  tidl  several  yc-.rs 
The  public  sehooLs  are  five  iu  number,  and  for  1;  afterwards.  It  is  said  that  it  originate  1 v.'ilh 
the  school  year-ending  witli  June  1st,  1857,  ^ six  farmers,  who  mot  in  a small  room  iu  tbm 
wore  eight  mouths  open  nud  attendeJ’by  two  s township,  aud  of  whom  three  are  still  living, 
hundred  and  sflvouty-seven  sciiolars.  The  sum  J Their  object  was,  by  this  means,  to  further  ud- 
of  $1,411  was  levied  to  defray  tho  expenses  of  j vance  the  agricultural  interests  of  tho  county, 
the  same.  \ LUilo  did  they  then  thiulc  that  from  that  germ 

^ JetTer.sonvllle  is  the  large, ^t  villngo  in  ti;e  ■ should  “Spring  such  a noMo  au  1 expan. u.liu-ti- 
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tutlon,  whose  grounds  nnd  buildings  would 
cover  twelve  acres,  and  be  witnessed  with  gra- 
tifying interest  annually  by  thousands  of  per- 
sons. The  present  officers  are  William  R.  Ro- 
berts, president,  and  George  F.  Fioberts,  sec- 
retary. 

Port  Indian  is  situated  on  the  Schuylkill,  at 
the  mouth  of  Indian  creek.  It  contains  a grist 
mill,  two  lumber  yards  and  six  bot;ses.  In  this 
vicinity  are  several  fertile  nnd  well-improved 
farms.  Indian  creek  has  its  source  in  Lower 
Providence  township,  is  about  two  miles  in 
length,  and  propels,  in  Norriton,  two  grist  mills 
nnd  a saw  mill. 

The  oldest  house  of  worship  now  standing  in 
the  county — if  vre  except  the  Lower  Merion 
meeting-house — is  undoubtedly  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  on  the  Germantown  and  Perkiomcn 
turnpike,  about  three  miles  northeast  of  Nor- 
ristown. We  judge,  both  from  the  style  and 
architecture  of  this  building,  that  it  must  have 
been  erected  previous  to  17-10,  which  is  the 
year  of  the  earliest  date  found  on  the  tomb- 
stones. This  church  is  a small  ono-story  stone 
building,  and  from  its  appearance  has  under- 
gone no  materl.al  alteration  since  its  erection. 
The  grave-yard  comprises  about  a quarter  of 
an  acre  of  ground  and  contains  a number  of 
handsome  tombstones.  The  most  common 
names  found  on  the  stones  are  Armstrong,  Iloo- 
ven.  Smith,  McCrca,  Bryant,  17111(0,  Christcy, 
Hanna,  Freeman,  Porter,  Trump,  Thompson, 
Zeigler,  Stuwart,  Larrah,  Burns,  Richards, 
Carry,  Patterson,  Dunn,  Strouil,  McGlathery 
and  Fitzwater.  The  oldest  stone  informs  us 
of  the  death  of  Joscpli  Armstong,  who  died 
April  29th,  1740,  age  I four  years.  Among  the 
patriots  of  the  Revolution,  reposing  here,  may- 
be mentioned  Col.  Archibald  Thompson,  who 
died  on  November  l.st,  1779,  aged  thirty-nine 
years,  and  Col.  Christopher  .Stuart,  who  died 
Jlay  27th,  1799,  aged  fifty-one.  lii  the  Revo- 
lution, it  is  said,  this  church  was  considerably 
injured,  by  the  soldiers  using  it  as  quarters. 
There  is  a tradition  in  the  neiglil.ioi  hood  that  a 
tnan  at  that  time  was  killed  in  it,  and  that  his 
blood  stains  may  be  still  seen  on  the  Hoor. 
There  was  formerly  a superstitious  belief  tlmt 
the  shutters  of  a certain  win]  iw  couh.1  not  he 
kept  shut  and  a certain  pane  of  gl.i^s  stay 
whole.  In  conser[ii-‘Dce  of  the  damages  thi- 
churcli  .“ulfercd  thrf.u;',i  the  war,  (hr  \sscnihly 
passed  nn  net  tlic  17li\  of  .^epl''n;l'iM-,  llrl, 
pcrmlltiiig  ni  .lu-y  lo  be  vai-i-l  i.;,  meins  m' 


; lottery  for  repairing  the  same.  Between  the 
I years  1781  and  1810,  the  time  of  his  decease, 
t the  Rev.  Willi.am  M.  Tennent,  of  Abington, 

/ occasionally  preacbed  hero,  at  stated  times. 

( Both  the  church  ami  grave-ynrd  are  now  con- 
\ siderably  dilapiilated  and  need  repair;  nnd 
^ neither,  wo  believe,  has  been  used  by  the  con- 
^ gregation  for  a long  time.  There  is  here  a 
^ cross-roads,  three  houses  and  a blacksmith  and 
J.  wheolwi'ight  shop.  A short  distance  east  of 
\ this  church  lived  for  many  years  the  celebrated 
j;  philo-sopher,  David  Rittenhouse,  of  whom  a 
j biographical  sketch  is  given  in  the  appen- 
\ dix. 

\ As  the  early  history  of  both  Norristown  and 
i Norriton  are  so  much  identified  till  their  sepa- 

> ration,  in  IS  12,  is  our  apology  for  omitting 
j hero  a nuoiber  of  particulars  which  may  bo 

> found  under  the  former  head.  The  “Manner 
) of  Williamstadt”  is  m.arked  on  Thomas  Holmes’ 
j map  of  original  surveys,  with  the  same  extent 
j as  tho  present  township  before  1812.  William 

< Penn,  the  proprietary  and  governor  of  Penn- 
^ sylvania,  by  a patent  dated  October  2d,  170-4, 

I granted  to  his  son,  William  Penn,  .Tr.,  a tract 
J of  land  on  the  Schuylkill,  containing  seven 
Ij  thousan<l  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres, 
1 called  in  said  patent  the  manor  of  William- 

< stadt.  This  spendthrift  son,  but  five  days 
i afterwards,  sold  the  same  to  Isaac  Norris  and 
\ William  Trent,  both  distinguished  merchants 
J of  Philadelphia,  for  the  sum  of  £850,  O'j  of  our 
) present  currency,  $2,2CG  61.  On  the  11th  of 
I January,  1712,  Isaac  Norris  purchased  all  Wil- 
j Ham  Trent’s  right  to  the  same  for  the  sum  of 
) £.500. 

j The  bounds  of  the  manor,  in  this  latter  con- 
j veyance,  are  thus  set  forth:  “ Beginning  at  a 
\ hickory  by  tho  said  Skoolkill,  being  the  corner 
i of  Plymouth  township,  thence  northeast  by  the 
^ same  township  nine  hundred  nnd  fifty  perches 
)’  to  anotlicr  hickory,  thence  northwest  in  the  line 
1 of  a tract  of  land  called  Whitpain’s  township, 
eleven  hundred  and  sixty-nine  perches,  to  a 
I corner  oak  in  the  line  of  the  said  Proprietary’.s 
Manor  of  Gilberts,  thence  southwest  along  the 
,■  said  .\[aiior  line  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
! eight  perches  to  a dog  tree  by  the  said  river 
8k"0lki!l.  thence  down  the  same  river  on  the 
several  courses  thereof  to  the  place  of  begin- 
, uing.'’ 

By  tho  year  179.0,  it  appears,  the  popultifiou 
li'id  ■■t.liiriently  increased  williiii  the  matior  for 
iliftii  10  'tpi'ly  to  the  I biurt  of  fpinrter  .Se  = sii.ns 
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of  PliiliiJelpLia  county  to  erect  Norritou  into  ^ 
a townsbip,  which  tths  , grouted,  with  the  f 
eamo  exteut  aud  boundaries  already  given.  | 
The  landholders  that  resided  herein  1731  were  > 
Aaron  Roberts,  Job  Pugh,  Jesse  Pugh,  Ellis  s 
Roberts,  JoLiu  Hatfield,  Eartle  Bartlestol,  Tbo-  ^ 
mas  Warner,  Joseph  Armstrong,  William  Hays,  | 
Nicholas  Robinson,  John  Eastbur  i,  John  Coul-  \ 
stoi),  Samuel  Evans,  Henry  Johnson  and  Evan  j 
Hughs.  Francis  Meheny,  Robert  Roger,  Ro-  ' 
bert  Shannon,  Charles  iMorrisand  William  Ro-  i 
binson,  tenants — making  in  all,  at  this  time,  !; 
twenty  landholders  aud  tenants  in  the  town-  \ 
ship.  Isaac  Norris  died  near  Philadelphia,  in  1; 
the  beginning  of  June,  1735,  aud  it  appears  \ 
made  bis  will  the  17th  of  January,  1731,  by  ( 
which  he  appointed  his  wife,  lilary,  and  sons, 
Isaac,  Charles  and  Samuel,  executors.  Isaac  \ 
Norris,  previous  to  his  death,  sold  off  several  ' 
small  portions  to  most  of  the  aforesaid  settlers,  i 
amounting  to  about  seveatecu  hundred  arid  ^ 
twenty  acres.  Though  afterwards  tkc  family  < 
retained  possession  of  the  estate,  they  still  oc-  } 
casionally  kept  selling  off  tract  after  tract,  as  I 
the  township  increased  in  population.  On  the  ' 
16th  of  November,  173S,  they  sold  one  hundred  J 
acres  to  Cadwallader  Evans,  who,  in  1718,  sold  ! 

the  same  to  Dennes  Conrod.  j 

XVI.  i 

; 
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The  township  of  Lower  Providence  is  bour.il-  \ 
ed  northeast  by  Perkiomeu  and  Worcester,  J 
southeast  by  Norriton,  south  by  the  river 
Schuylkill,  and  west  by  the  Perkiomeu  creek,  ' 
which  separates  it  from  Upper  Providence.  Its  J 
greatest  length  is  five  and  a-ha!f  miles,  and  < 
greatest  width  five,  with  an  area  of  nine  thou-  i 
sand  one  hundred  and  forty-three  acres.  The  ^ 
surface  of  the  country  is  gently  uudulat-  s 
ing,  and  the  laud  slopes  quite  grailua'ly  from  > 
the  Schuylkill  and  Perkiomeu,  with  no  eleva-  ! 
lions  along  those  streams  worthy  of  notice.  J 
Methactou  hill  commences  near  the  east  corner  ; 
of  this  township  and  extend.s  into  Worce.ster,  i 
nearly  to  the  Wissahickoa  creek.  It  is  about 
six  miles  long  and  runs  in  a northeasterly  di-  , 
rection.  It  is  of  considerable  elevation  -.nd  is  i 
mostly  under  cultivation — the  greater  pci  ticu  ' 
of  the  timber  having  been  cut  off.  The  soil  on  ( 


it  is  not  natarally  fertile,  bein','  a light-colore'l 
clay.  On  8cuU’s  map  of  1770  it  is  called  Ma- 
tateken,  and  in  a dispatch  of  1777,  .Metuchen. 
It  is  sometimes  culled  Mclhatcheu,  an.J  is  an 
Indian  name.  The  soil  of  this  township  is 
generally  a red  shale,  aud  along  the  Ec'uuylkill 
aud  Perkiomeu  is  very  productive. 

Besides  the  Perkiomeu,  wliich  forms  tho 
western  boundary  of  the  township,  it  is  water- 
ed by  the  Skippack  creek  aud  .time  run,  both 
branches  of  the  former  stream.  The  Skippuck 
has  its  source  in  Franconia  township,  a few 
yards  from  the  Bucks  county  line.  Its  princi- 
pal branches  are  Little  Branch,  Towamcuciu 
aud  Zuchariali  creeks.  It  is  about  seventeen 
miles  in  length,  aud  is  remarkable  for  Uowing 
in  a straight  southwest  course  nearly  its  whole 
distance.  It  is  a very  sluggish-looking  stream, 
of  very  little  current,  and  appears  almost  to  be 
a succession  of  pools,  yet  at  times  is  subject  to 
high  freshets.  The  water  is  never  clear,  but 
turbid,  aud  is  tinged  with  a yellowish  red  co- 
lor. According  to  HeckewelJer,  Skippack  is 
an  Indian  name,  signifying  a stagnant  stream 
or  pool  of  water.  The  earliest  mention  we 
have  found  of  this  stream  is  in  1731.  It  is 
also  called  by  this  name  on  Lewis  Evau’s  map 
of  1749,  and  on  Scull’s  of  1770.  The  Perki- 
omen,  in  this  tow  nship,  propels  four  grist  mills, 
and  the  Skippack,  two.  Mine  run  rises  near 
Methacton  hill  and  is  over  three  miles  iu 
length,  but  furnishes  no  water  power,  and 
empties  into  the  Perkiomeu  below  Shannon- 
ville. 

Lower  Providence  is  rich  in  mineralogicai 
specimens.  The  greater  portion  of  the  town- 
ship is  occupied  by  the  red  shales  and  sand- 
stones of  tho  middle  secondary  formation, 
among  which  aro  found  a variety  of  luiucrals. 
Not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  Perkiomeu  lead 
mines  have  been  wrought,  at  times,  for  many 
years,  but  never,  wa  believe,  with  much  profit. 
Scott,  in  bis  Geography,  speaks  of  this  lead 
mine  having  been  discovered  iu  the  year  1800, 
aud  we  know  it  was  worked  by  Mr.  V/cthcrill 
before  ISIS.  It  appears  that  through  working 
the  lead  mines  copper  was  first  discovered.  In 
January,  184S,  several  gentlemen  associated 
togethe*-  as  the  ‘-Perkiomea  Mining  Associa- 
tion,” and  purchased  a considerable  tract  of 
laud,  lying  between  the  Perkiomen  an'l  Shau- 
nonville,  for  §10,000,  with  the  intention  cf 
working  for  copper.  By  the  close  of  1819, 
they  had  a tweuty-tive  horse  power  engine  lu 
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operation  for  pumping  out  water  ami  for  rais-  > cacli,  before  that  lime,  the  number  of  early 
ing,  washing  nml  breaking  tho  ore.  At  this  ! lamJhoMcrs,  tenants  and  taxables,  os  Iiere.to- 
time,  also,  they  had  scut  one  thousand  four  > fore.  The  two  present  townships  in  1731  had 

hundred  tons  of  copper  to  market,  and  in  pro-  ^ TT  lamlholders  and  tenants,  and  in  17-11,  1-ld 

curing  it  bad  sunk  a perpendicular  shaft  five  1 taxable.s—showing  a considerable  population 
Jiundred  and  cighty-five  feet  deep,  with  side-  S for  tliat  early  period.  According  to  the  census 
drifts  of  one  tliousand  four  hundred  and  one  1;  of  1810,  Lower  Providence  contained  901  in- 
feet,  making  the  whole  length  of  worklu  the  ;;  habitants;  in  18-0,  lllG;  in  1830,  1103  ; in 
mine  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-  s 1810,  1113;  and  in  1800,  1001.  It  contained, 
six  feet,  or  over  the  third  of  a mile.  Tlie  20th  j iu  1S2S,  237  taxables;  in  1819,  131 ; and  in 
of  August,  1S-3S,  wc  paid  a brief  visit  to  this  ^ 1858,  101.  15y  the  triennial  assessment  of 

mine.  We  were  told  that  but  five  lianJs  were  I 1858,  the  real  estate  of  this  townsliip  was 

then  working  it,  and  that  they  were  under  the  ) valued  at  $lli,5G0,  and  the  horses  and  cattle, 
charge  of  a Jlr.  V7heatlcy,  of  Now  York.  ^ §22,982.  The  census  of  1850  gives  three  hun- 
Theso  copper  works  are  about  a quarter  of  a ) dreJ  and  thirteen  houses  and  one  hundred  and 
mile  northwest  of  Shannouvilic ; and  four  j sixty-four  farms.  In  May,  1858,  it  contained 
steam  engines  have  been  erected  in  as  many  1 three  inns,  six  stores  and  six  grist  mills.  Tho 
large  buildings  for  the  purposes  of  pumping  i c;en3-.antown  and  Ferkiomen  turnpike  traverses 
out  water  from  tho  shafts  and  raising  and  s the  township  a distance  of  two  miles.  The 
washing  the  ore.  A considerable  amount  of  < r^ldgc  pike  crosses  its  whole  width  of  about 
money  must  have  been  expended  here,  espo-  ;;  live  miles.  Beth  these  roads  connect  at  the 
daily  iu  machinery,  which  has  been  built  on  a 1 Ferkiomeu  bridge.  IVithiu  the  limits  of  Lower 
large  scale.  Both  the  works  and  machinery  ^ Providence,  two  bridges  cross  the  Perkiomea, 
show  that  they  have  not  been  used  evidently  | and  one  the  Schuylkill.  The  public  schools  arc 
for  some  time,  and  we  have  not  a doubt  that  j seveu  in  number,  and  for  the  school  year  end- 
more  money  has  bceu  sunk  by  the  operation  | iug  ^ith  .Tune  1st,  1857,  were  open  seven 
than  tho  value  of  the  copper  raised.  Several  ' months  and  were  attended  by  three  hundred 
'shafts  have  been  worked  to  the  depth  of  four  ^ and  ninety-three  scholars.  The  sum  of  $1,779 
cr  five  hundred  feet.  Close  to  these  works  a ^ was  levied  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  same, 
small  stream  flows  by  and  empties  into  the  ( The  villages  of  Lower  Providence  are  Shan- 
Perkiomen,  and  is,  in  consequenco,  called  .Mine  | nonvillc,  Eagleville,  Evansburg  and  Providcnco 
run.  The  lead  mine,  we  have  been  informed,  | Square.  At  tho  first  two  places  are  post-oflioes. 
has  not  been  worked  for  over  thirty  years  past.  < Evansburg  is  the  largest  village  iu  the  town- 
The  copper  obtained  here,  it  is  said,  yielded,  ) ship  and  is  situated  on  tho  Germantown  and 
on  an  average,  twenty-two  per  cent,  of  pure  ^ Ferkiomeu  turnpike,  one  mile  from  the  Perki- 
metal.  In  and  around  these  mines  have  been  1 omen  brulgo,  sovcii  from  Norristown,  and 
procured  the  following  interesting  mincralogi-  ^ twenty-three  from  Philadelphia.  It  contains 
cal  specimens : carbonate  of  copper,  in  minute  1 two  churches,  a two  story  stono  school-house, 
chrystals  and  in  very  small  quantities,  of  a ^ grist  iniil,  storo,  blacksmith  and  wheelwright 
beautiful  dark  blue  color;  also,  green  carbo- v shop,  and  thirty-two  houses.  .U  the  Lwer 
nato  of  copper,  red  oxide  of  copper,  copper  1 cud  of  the  piacc  the  pike  crosses  the  Skippack. 
pyrites,  sulphafo  of  iron,  scaly  red  oxido  of  ^ creek  by  a substantial  stono  bridge,  built  by 
iron  or  red  iron  froth,  arsenical  pyrites  of  iron,  ^ tho  county  in  1792.  The  Methodist  church  is 
galena  or  sulphurct  of  lead,  carbonate  of  load,  ^ a ooc  story  stone  building,  erected  in  1811. 
sulphate  of  lead,  molydato  or  yellow  lead,  phos- < Of  the  Lpiscopal  church  an  account  will  be 
pbatc  of  lead,  brown  and  green  lead,  blonde  or  ^ given  bereatter.  This  village  is  a very  old 
sulphuret  of  zinc  and  sulphate  of  barytes — ^ place,  having  been  settled  at  a very  early  peri- 
ccrtainly  a goodly  variety  of  specimens,  some  ^ od  hy  Welsh  Bpiscopaliaus,  among  whom  can 
of  which  were  exceedingly  beautiful  and  so-  1 ijo  mcntluncd  the  Beaus,  Evans,  Shannons, 
veral  rare.  ' Lanes,  Pawlings  and  others.  la  1832  it  con- 

As  Lower  Providence  was  separated  from  ■;  taiued  nineteen  dwellings,  and  since  has  con- 
Upper  Providence  in  1805,  ptnl  having  previ-  1 .■^iJerably  improved.  Sherman  Bay,  who  wa.'» 
ously  been  cno  township,  called  Providence,  it  jl  here  in  1811  gives,  in  his  *•  Ccllcclion.v,”  the 
Will  tlierefore  be  impossible  tor  us  to  give  ('.•  i lollowliig  account  of  one  of  its  rc4iJoiit.9. 
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Shannonviile  13  five  tailes  Jisffint  from  Nor  ^ Evansburj 
ristown,  nuJ  containa  an  inn,  tvro  stores,  a s erfctcil  in  Lower  Providence. 


•’Jesse  Beans,  C-'q.,  who  is  still  living  in  the  i Providence  Square  is  on  Iho  Oermantowii 
village,  about  eighty  years  of  age,  was  aboy  at  | and  Perkioraen  turnpike,  nearly  a mile  below 
the  time  of  the  Germantown  battle.  He  well  \ Evansburg,  and  on  the  line  of  Worcester  town- 
remember'i  the  dismay  that  prevailed  the  night  ^ ship.  It  contains  a store,  school-house,  blnck- 
afier  the  battle,  when  the  fugitives  were  quar-  i smith  and  wheelwright  shop,  and  five  hou’<es. 
tcrevl  in  every  house.  The  old  gentleman  i.s  ( At  the  south  end  of  the  Perkiomen  bridge  is  a 
one  of  the  most  active  men  in  the  place,  and  i store,  tin-ware  factory  and  fo’ur  houses.  Hero 
in  1841  was  pe  rforraing  the  arduous  duty  of  a j the  Germautown  and  Perkiomen  and  Ridgo 
superintendent  of  -the  turnpike.”  There  is  a | turnpikes  meet. 

fertile  and  well  cultivate’.!  country  in  this  vi- 1 Pawling’s  bridge,  over  the  Schuylkill,  is  eitu- 
cinity.  At  it.s  lower  eu’!,  on  the  wei?t  side  of  < ated  a mile  above  Valley  Forge,  and  a road 
the  pike,  near  Skippack  crock,  stoo<i,  for  a ^ leads  direct  to  it  from  Sliannonvillo,  from 
long  time,  what  was  called  Funk’s  Menonist^  whence  it  is  two  and  a-hnif  miles,  and  which 
meeting  house,  which  was  a smail  one  story  ;;  passes  through  the  centre  of  the  Wclhcrill 
stone  church,  and  was  torn  down  several  \ manor.  The  company  that  erocced  this  bridge 
years  ago.  The  grave  yard,  wliich  is  quite  s w.as  inc^'rp  rated  April  3 I,  ISOO.  The  bridge 
small,  still  remains,  and  is  enclosed  by  a stone  w,as  destroyed  by  ice  in  a high  freshet,  in  1820, 
wall.  The  most  common  names  on  the  tomb- s and  was  shortly  afterwards  rebuilt.  Near  this 
Slones  are  Funk,  Gotwal.-q  Dctweiler,  Croli  and  ;;  bridge  rra.s  Pawling’s  ford,  well  known  in  colo- 
Keiter.  Tiie  earliest  date  found  on  a stone  is  \ nial  days. 

that  of  1815.  s The  Saint  .Tames  Episcnp:d  church,  ct 

was  tlie  first  house  of  worship 
It  is  a largo  ono 

jvost-ofSce,  church,  schocl-houso,  two  smith  ^ story  stone  edifice,  with  a tower  at  the  west 
shops  sod  twenty-four  houses.  The  Union  s end,  wliich  is  wiihout  a spire.  The  church 
church,  &s  it  is  generally  called,  is  a ono  story  1 yard  comprises  over  an  acre  of  ground,  on 
stone  building  with  a steeple.  It  is  now  only  1 which  aio  preserved  a number  of  nncicut  ookg 
tjsed  as  a house  of  worship  by  the  Episcopa-  \ of  the  forest.  Oppo.-ite  is  the  old  grave-yard, 
lians,  under  the  ch.argc  of  the  Rev.  G.  Mintscr,  J which  contains  about  t'lo  fourth  of  an  acre, 
of  Evausburg.  Rohcid.  Shannon,  of  Norriton  ,1  enclosed  by  a wail,  ami  nicely  laid  with  sod  and 
township,  is  the  only  person  of  the  name  in  j planted  witli  shrubbery  and  trees — the  whole 
our  list  of  1731.  He  was  a native  of  Wales,  s bearing  eviilcnce  of  taste  and  management, 
where  he  was  born  in  16GT,  and  came  early  There  are  some  elegant  tombstones  here.  The 
with  his  family  to  this  country,  where  he  set-  i;  most  common  family  names  on  them  are  Clay, 
tied.  He  died  July  loth,  1717,  in  his  cigbti- Tyson,  Casselberry,  Evans,  Christman,  Durr, 
eth  year,  and  was  buried  at  St.  James’  church,  i;  Shupo,  Hallman,  Rhoades,  Saylor,  Mimshower, 
at  Evan.sburg.  There  wes  a Jolin  Shannon,  Fry,  Force,  Deeds,  Dill,  Boyce,  Nungessor, 
who  died  in  1771,  aged  fifty-eight  yoar.a,  and  ' Ouffoy,  Froncliold,  Reed,  Dewce.s,  Custer,  Pugli, 
is  buried  at  the  same  place.  This  viilago  re-  i Hobson,  Rringhurst,  Skeen,  High,  A°sheton, 
ceivod  its  name  from  t!ie  desceudanta  of  this  Gray,  Coates,  D.ivi.s,  Markicy,  Lane,  Gouidy, 
family.  .About  three  fourths  of  a mile  from  i Bean,  Keel,  Jacobs,  Morton,  Church,  Shannon, 
t’flis  place  is  the  lower  bridge  over  the  Perkio-  j P.iwling,  Lewi.s,  VanJcrslico,  Rambo,  1 rder, 
men.  It  is  of  frame,  covcrc'l,  resting  on  j Harwood,  Wil.mri,  .Jones,  St  Clair,  Wolmor, 
one  atone  pier,  and  is  over  two  hundred  feet  in  ; Fos,  ?dooro,  Newnorry,  Prevnst,  Bate,  Yorko 
length,  between  the  abutment.^,  and  twenty-  | ami  Uobc.son.  The  oldest  .‘■tone  coutaining  an 
two  feet  wide.  It  was  bniit  by  the  county  ■;  inscription  is  the.t  of  a person  who  died  Novcin- 
and  is  one  and  a-half  miles  from  tlie  mouth  of  ■ ber  21th,  172?-,  aged  forty-sis  years.  It  is  es- . 
the  stream.  ' tremoly  lifiioult  to  decipher  an  1 appears  to  be 

Eagleville  is  situated  on  the  Ridgo  turnpike,  \ a ini::ture  of  English  and  German.  The  next 
four  and  a-balf  miles  tTcin  N’jrri.“town  and  'i  is  *’  In  Memory  of  Humphrey  Cato,  wiio  'Ic- 
twenty-one  from  Phi'aiUIphia.  It  contains  i parted  this  life  September  3d,  1727,”  aged 
one  hotel,  whieh.  is  a lo’-go  ar.  1 wcl!-I:ept  hou.sc,  ' no.uly  .oi.vty  years.  There  is  O’u  a stone  Iho 
u store,  post-'  bice,  sroitii  3’1‘p  amt  ten  iio’i  t'S.  ■ fidtowing  livief  aiumuriCcineut  of  an  oiiic  r of 
The  elections  of  tho  towa-'hip  ,rrc  livM  here  ; the  R.evulution:  '’In  Memory  01  Uapt.  Viic’uel 
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r.  Howard,  of  Marjland  Light  Lrngoons,  who 
departed  this  life  March  loth,  1778,  aged  30 
years,  in  defence  of  American  Liberty.”  The 
Rev.  Slater  Clay,  who  died  in  1821,  and  was  for 
nearly  thirty-five  years  the  pastor  of  this 
church,  is  buried  liere.  The  Rev.  Evan  Evans, 
a native  of  Wales  and  n missionary  of  the 
Church  of  England,  came  to  Pennsylvania 
about  the  year  1G09  to  visit  the  Episcopal  con- 
gregations— especially  tliose  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  to  establish  churches  among  them. 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Evans  met  with  tolerable 
success,  and,  with  others,  succeeded  in  collect- 
ing a congregation  for  worship,  between 
the  years  1708  and  1714,  of  which  he  says  tliat 
many  persons  “became  attached  to  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  were  baptised  and  corrrniitted  to 
her  Communion.”  About  the  year  1715  he 
went  to  England,'but  returned  in  1710  and  took 
charge  of  Christ  church,  Fhiladelpliia,  till  the 
close  of  1717,  when  he  went  to  Maryland.  In 
1721  the  congregation  had  sufficiently  increas- 
ed here  that  a church  was  built,  of  which  James 
Shannon  and  Isaac  Pawling  were  appointed 
church-wardens.  The  church  was  incorporated 
under  an  act  of  October  3d,  1788.  In  1813 
the  old  church  was  lorn  down  to  make  room  for 
the  present  commodious  ediSce,  more  suitable 
to  the  wants  of  an  increasing  congregation. 
The  R ev.  G.  Miutzer  is  its  present  pastor. 

The  Providence  Presbyterian  church  is  situ- 
ated on  the  Ridge  turnpike,  four  miles  above 
Norristown,  and  on  the  southwest  end  of  I'le- 
thacton  hill.  It  is  a large  one  story  stone 
building.  From  the  church  yard  a tine  view 
is  obtained  in  a southwest  direction.  The  Rev. 
Henry  8.  Rodccbuugli  is  its  present  pastor  and 
has  a large  congregation.  The  grave-yard 
covers  an  acre  of  ground  and  contains  a num- 
ber of  handsome  tombstones.  The  most  com- 
mon names  here  are  P>owy  or,  Todd,  ilamill. 
Knox,  Hallowell,  Crawford,  Morgan,  Major, 
Batt,  Francis,  Hamilton,  Logan,  Lyons,  Sloat, 
Mongo,  AJains,  Chesniit,  Cumbel),  Cham,  Van- 
''I'osscn,  Kirkpatrick,  Burnside,  VunJorslice, 
Armstrong,  Brown,  Baker,  Roberts,  Lmsteiul, 
Horning,  Curry,  Barnett.  Porter,  Bodle}',  Mor- 
rie,  Teany,  Highly,  Shambaugh,  Cowdcn,  Ril- 
SOD,  Zeiber,  Barton,  Getty,  Shepherd,  i'etwei- 
ler,  Foust,  Wills,  Henry,  McEwen,  Dehavcn, 
Carson,  Beck  and  Shearer,  j'liis  church  was 
founded  in  1730  and  rebuilt  in  Ibtl.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  Rev.  U liliau)  M.  rennent,  ot 
Abingtou,  preached  hero  and  at  Norritou  at 


j stated  times,  between  the  year  1781  and  1810, 
s The  earliest  tombstone  containing  a date  is  that 
) of  1750.  In  the  lower  end  of  tlie  yard  is  a 
I tomb  of  white  marble  on  wliicb  is  an  inscrip- 
) tion  to  the  “ Jlcmory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  P'er- 
^ ter,  widow  of  the  late  General  Andrew  Porter, 

^ who  died  May  18tli,  1821,  aged  00  years  and  0 
> mouths.”  T?>is  I.iJy  was  the  motlicr  of  tW0 
i Governors  and  a President  Judge, 
t The  Baptists  have  a meeting-honsc  on  tbs 
I Ridge  turnpike,  about  half  a mile  above  E.agle- 
^ ville.  It  is  a one  story  stone  building,  erected 
I in  183C,  and  tlie  Rev.  Lavid  Jeffrey  is  its  present 
s pastor.  It  lias  a high  situation  and  a splendid 
i view  is  obt.ained  from  the  church-yard,  parti- 
^ cularly  in  an  east  and  southeast  direction, 
i among  which  can  be  seen  the  Oley  hills,  in 
; Berks  county.  It  is  surrounded  by  a number 
< of  shade  trees,  wb'cb,  we  regret  to  say,  are 
i;  often  found  wanting  at  such  places.  The  grave- 
yard  comprises  nearly  an  acre  of  giound  r.nd 
i is  enclosed  by  a newly  erected  stone  wall.  The 
; family  names  on  the  tombstones  are  Sisler, 
i Morgan,  P>aker,  Fimple,  Trites,  Piees,  Straw- 
- bridge,  Brumback,  Miller,  Grigg,  Kurtz,  John- 
J son,  Muushower,  Casselberry,  Funk,  Zimmer- 
, man,  Custer,  Reiner,  rTorris,  Pmstead,  D.au, 
i Roberts,  Philips,  Davis,  Jones,  Pennepacker, 

^ Hughs  and  Allen.  As  some  of  these  stones 
i date  back  to  1816,  it  appears  as  if  the  grave- 
; yard  had  been  here  some  time  before  the  erec- 
j lion  of  the  present  building. 

) How  the  name  of  Providence  became  applied 
^ originally  to  the  two  townships  is  not  easily 
ascertained.  We  know  they  were  so  called  as 
1 early  as  1734.  Perhaps  it  was  derived  from 
, Roger  Williams’  settlement,  in  Rliode  Island, 

, which  lie  had  so  called-in  ICCC.  From  Holmes’ 
map  of  original  surveys  and  early  records  wo 
1 learn  that  these  two  townships,  before  1712,- 
; were  called  the  “Proprietary’s  f.fanor  of  Gii- 
[ bel  ts.”  Penn  very  probably  gave  this  name  of 
!>  Gilberts  in  honor  of  his  mother’s  family,  who 
wore  of  this  name. 

■(  Rrovidenco  was  settled  at  an  early  period, 
; for  in  1731  it  contained  seventy-four  land  own- 
, ers  and  tenants,  whose  names  were  as  follows: 
j — Casp.ar  8nill,  John  Biueier,  Derick  Runi»aw- 
j er,  Au'iery  Richardson,.  Edward  Richardson, 

; .lames  Hamer,  Conrad  Rupel,  Thomas  Wyatt, 
j Thomas  Valuutine,  Samuel  Lane,  John  Jacobs, 

( Adam  Haiumer,  Arnold  Francis,  Thomas  Mor- 
j gan,  Morris  Lewis.  Henry  Pawling,  Paiiip  Fas- 
, set,  Robert  Dunn,  IVuodrick  Myor,  tiourad 
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Knoos,  Conrai]  Steine,  OaUiarino  Castleberry, 
Derick  Castleberry,  Daniel  Rees,  Edward  Rob- 
erts, Arnold  Hancock,  Lewis  Morgan,  Thomas 
David,  John  Deemer,  Stephen  Bowycr,  Paul 
Castleberry,  John  Morris,  John  Bull,  George 
Phillips,  John  Lewis,  Wm.  Lane,  Richard  Ad- 
ams, Isaac  Adams,  Philip  CheaJle,  Peter  Ram- 
bo,  Abraham  Adams.  John  Pierce,  David  Phil- 
lips, John  Wyatt,  Mathias  Coplin,  Wm.  Adams, 
Jacob  Shrack,  Harman  Indshavcn,  Jacob  Mil- 
ler, Jacob  Pobnlus,  Richard  Jones,  H.anical 
Crisinan,  John  Hanpull,  Anthony  Vandershiice, 
John  Hendrick,  Henry  Ilooven,  Franci,s  Plum, 
Bfustian  Miller,  Thomas  Howe,  Daniel  Long- 
acre,  Lewis  David,  John  George  Wagemill, 
Roger  North,  Daniel  Dismoud,  Henry  .Tones, 
Joseph  Wills,  George  Burston.  Thomas  Rose- 
ter,  Henry  Holstein,  .John  Edwards,  Tlmmas 
James,  Evan  Pugh,  Benj.  Walkins,  and  John 
Colling.  The  seven  last  were  tenants. 

The  Pawling  family  of  this  township,  and 
after  whom  Paw'ing’s  ford  w.as  called,  appears 
from  an  early  time  to  have  been  conspicuous 
in  the  hi.storyof  tlie  comity.  Isaac  Pawling 
was  one  of  the  wardens  in  1721  of  St.  James’ 
Church,  at  Evansburg.  Henrv  Pawling,  sr.,  in 
1731,  owned  500  acres  of  land  opposite  Valley 
Forge,  in  the  present  'Wetherill  manor,  where 
he  resided.  Ills  son  Heiiry  owned  at  the  same 
time  1200  acres  in  Perkiomen  town.ship.  la 
February,  1717,  he  was  elected  a captain  of  a 
company  ot  .Vssociaters,  and  in  October,  1751, 
a member  of  Assembly  from  PliiladelpLia 
county.  In  1761  be  was  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  improving  the  navigation  of 
the  Schuylkill.  Henry  Pawling,  jr.,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  of  Sept.  10th,  I7S1,  a com- 
missioner for  laying  out  the  present  county, 
and  locating  tho  county  seat  and  building.s. 
Nathan  Pawling  was  sheriff  of  the  county  in 
1795.  Henry  Pawling,  E-;q.,  lived  on  Ids  es- 
tate during  the  revolution,  and  which  we  be- 
lieve the  family  retained  down  to  thebegimiiug 
of  the  present  century. 

Fatland  ford  is  ia  this  towasbip,  a short  dis- 
tance below  Valley  Forge,  on  the  present  pro- 
perty of  Ur.  Wm.  Wetherill.  It  was  here,  on  the 
night  of  September,  22  1,  1777,  wliere  the 
British  army  crossed  the  Schuylkill  on  their 
march  to  Philadelphia,  wu.cb  they  entered  on 
the  20th.  Washington  at  this  time  was  near 
Pettsgrove,  thirty-sis  miles  from  the  city.  In 
their  passage  here  tiiuy  drove  .a  scouting  party 
of  the  .•Viiiericau  light  lalaiiuvfor  some  di-.- 


i tance,  but  who  the  following  night  encamped 
] at  the  Trappe. 

1 By  a petition  of  the  citizens  of  ProviJonca  to 
s the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Montgomery 
J county,  leave  was  granted  in  November,  1S05, 
j to  have  the  same  divided  into  two  separate 
^ townships,  making  tho  Perkiomen  crock  tho 
^ division  line.  This  was  accordingly  dune,  and 
! to  which  Upper  and  Lower  Providence  owo 
i;  their  origin.  ^ 

^ Wm.  Bakewell,  a wealthy  English  gentleman, 
' purchased  in  the  beginning  of  this  century  the 
1 large  farm  that  had  formerly  been  in  posses- 
s eion  of  tne  Pawling  family  nt  Fatland  ford. 
!;  He  was  a man  of  e.vtensive  scientific  acquire- 
j,  raents,  and  was  a brother  of  the  celebrated 
sheep  raiser  of  the  same  came.  Ho  made  on 
. his  farm  valuable  improvements,  and  had 
< among  the  rest  a valuable  library  and  philoso- 
; phical  apparatus.  He  was  an  intimate  nc- 
1 quaintance  of  the  distinguished  Joseph  Pi  iest- 
’ ley,  and  through  him  no  doubt  became  intcrest- 
:■  ed  in  philosophic  investigations.  Mr.  Bakewell 
\ died  here  in  1822.  The  family  consisted  of 
' his  wife  Rebecca,  and  children  Wm.  Gifford, 

1 Thomas  Woodhouse,  Lucy,  Eliza,  Sarah  am! 
i .Ann.  John  J.  .\udubon,  the  celebrated  orni- 
i thologist,  resided  for  a number  of  years  on  the 
adjacent  farm  belonging  to  his  f.-ither,  and 
5 through  this  circumstance  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Bakewell  and  his  family,  and  was 
, married  about  1806  to  Lucy,  his  eldest  dangh- 
^ ter.  In  1810  ISIr.  .Audubon  removed  to  Louis- 
: viile,  Kentucky, where  he  engaged  in  mercantiki 
] pursuits,  and  the  Bakewell  family  subsequent- 
^ ly  followed  him  in  1823.  A biographical  sketch 
' of  Mr.  .Audubon  is  given  in  the  appendix. 

> Bath  Mr.  Bakewell's  and  Audubon’s  properties 
are  now  comprised  in  (he  e.xtensive  estates, 

■'  belonging  to  Dr.  Wui.  Wetherill  and  his  bro- 
i tlier,  the  late  John  Price  Wetherill,  containing 
' together  nearly  nine  hundred  acres. 

( 

I XVII. 

UPPER  PROVIDENCE. 

'■  The  townsliip  of  L’^pper  Providence  is  bound- 
' od  on  the  noilhi.ast  by  Peikiouieii,  ea.sl  by 
Lower  Providence,  from  .vhi'’ii  it  is  seiaratcd 
by  (.iie  Perkiomen  creek,  southwest  t'V  the 
.Schuyruill,  and  uorlliwist  by  l.imeriek.  lo 
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preiiteet  length  is  nenrty  sis  miles,  otul  bveaiitli  ( lion  wc  mn}’  have  been  enabled  (n  procure  re- 
live, with  nil  area  of  twelve  thousnnJ  niul  nine-  { lativo  to  statisties.  According  to  the  census 
ty-five  acres.  The  surface  of  the  township  is  J of  ISIO,  Upper  Urnviilonce  contninrol  1.30-5  in- 
roiling  and  the  soil  rcil  shale.  The  most  pro-  i habif.ants  ; in  1820,  1070;  in  1830,  1082;  in 
ductive  land  is  in  the  vicinitj- of  the  Ferkio-  f.  18df),  2211;  nnd  in  1850,  2457.  In  1828  it 
men  aud  Schuylkill  below  Black  Rock.  Above  ^ contained  32G  tasables;  in  1849,  507  ; and  in 
the  latter  place  to  the  Limei  ick  line  the  coun-  j 1858,  5fG.  By  the  triennial  asscs,=ment  of  1858 
try  may  be  regardel  n.s  hilly,  the  greatest  | the  real  estate  v;as  valued  at  ?4G2. 230,  and  the 
elevation  being  tie  Black  Rock  Hill,  situ-  j horae.s  and  neat  cattle,  $36,455.  The  census 
a'C'l  on  the  Schuylkill,  about  half  a mile  above  J of  1850  gave  four  hundred  ami  twenty-four 
Quincyv?ne,  which  attains  a heiplit  of  about  one  | bouses  and  one  liumlred  and  ninety-six  farms 
hundred  feet  perpendicular.  With  this  excop-  ' in  the  township.  In  May,  7858,  it  contained 
finn  the  land  rises  gradually  from  the  river.  J eight  inns,  eight  stores,  four  grist-mills,  three 
This  hill  has  given  a name  to  the  dam  no.ar  by,  J s.aw-mills  and  two  coal  yards.  For  the  school 
which  was  erected  by  the  Navigation  cornp.any  J year  ending  wifn  June  1st,  1858,  it  contained 
for  the  purpose  of  feeding  the  canal.  ./  cloven  schools,  open  .six  months,  and  attended 

The  Perkiomrn  crock  is  the  largest  stream  | by  seven  liundrej  nnd  ten  scholars.  The  sura 
in  Montgomery  county,  nnd  rises  by  two  bran-  : of  $2,865  was  levied  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
ches  in  Lower  Milford  township,  Lehigh  county.  J the  same.  There  are,  besides,  three  largo  pri- 
Following  its  mcanderinps  is  nearly  thirty  miles  ' vatc  schools,  which  will  he  described  hereafter, 
in  length,  nnd  with  Us  tributaries  w.aters  half  / The  villages  nre  the  Trappe,  Port  Providence, 
the  area  of  the  county.  Its  general  course  is  j Perkinracn  Bridge  or  Freeland  and  Quincyville. 
south  nnd  receives  the  following  streams: — j The  first  three  contain  post  offices.  TheRead- 
AVest  Branch,  Macohy,  Deep,  Swamp,  North  ) ing  turnpike  passe.s  through  Uppier  Providence 
East  Branch,  Great  Swnrop  anil  Skippack  { a distance  of  three  and  a-hn?f  miles.  AVithin 
croejis.  AVhcrc  it  empties  into  the  Schuylkill  ! Us  limits  are  two  bridges  over  the  Schuylkill 
the  country  is  rather  level  and  is  suljict  to  i and  the  same  numhor  over  the  Perkiomen. 
groat  freshets.  Perkiomen  is  an  ladi.an  name,  j The  largest  as  well  ns  the  most  ancient  vil- 
and,  according  to  Zeisberger,  signified,  in  their  ' lage  of  Upper  Providence  township  is  the 
language,  “ where  the  cranberries  grow.”  The  ,1  Trappe  ; and,  as  it  is  a place  rich  in  historical 
earliest  mention  of  this  stream  is  in  Penn’s  ) associations,  wo  have  concluded  to  defer  a fur- 
deed  of  purchase  in  in'll,  where  it  is  called  | thcr  account  till  the  next  article.  The  second 
“ Pahkehoma  on  Ilidmes’  map  of  original  j in  size  is  Port  Providence,  situated  on  tiie  east 
surveys  “ Perrjuamink,”  and  on  Lewis  Evans’  .siile  of  the  Schuylkill,  a mile  below  the  bo- 
niap  of  1749,  “Perkio!ny.”  By  the  latter  / rough  of  Phrenixvillo.  It  contains  one  hotel, 
name  it  is  still  called  by  llio  German  itihabi-  1 store,  school-house,  post-office,  a hall,  in  which 
tants  of  tiio  county.  Mingo  creek  risc.s  in  ^ tlio  Methodists  hoM  worship,  and  thirty-four 
Limerick  township  and  after  a course  of  about  / liruises,  Hammond’s  axe  factory  is  an  exten- 
six  miles  empties  into  the  Sohuj-l-cill.  Its  1 sive  building  between  the  canal  and  river,  and 
stream  is  weak,  but  subject  to  cnnslder.able  ) was  propelled  by  steam,  but  has  not  been  ia 
freshets,  and  at  its  mouth  the  Reading  railroad  / operation  for  nearly  two  years.  Samuel  L. 
crosses  on  a stone  bridge  of  two  arches  fif-  J llail  has  a boat-yard,  established  in  1855,  for 
teeu  feet  higii.  A few  yards  above  the  roail  / repairing  canal  boats.  For  this  purpose  he 
crosses  it  also  by  a two  arched  stone  bridge,  has  a dry  dock  adjoining  the  canal.  There 
built  by  the  county  in  1317.  Here  is  a large  pire  in  this  village  several  fine  brick  houses, 
gri.st  and  .Jaw-aiiiland  AV'issitncr’.s  ford  nu.arhy  '/  Cctwoen  this  place  and  the  lower  bridge  on  the 
across  the  Schuylkill.  This  creek  propels  two  ( Perkiomen  arc  some  very  fine  farms  with  good 
grist-mills  and  one  saw-mill,  r.ll  in  this  town-ihip.  ' biiiliiings,  .among  which  we  observed  barns 
A small  .stream  rises  near  the  Trappe  and  crop-  1 containing  two  threshing  floors, 
ties  into  tlie  I’crkioiueu,  which  propels  a grist  ' I'rcclaud  or  Perkiomen  Bridge  is  situated  on 
nnd  saw-mill.  ! the  Reading  turnpike,  seven  miles  from  Nor- 

.\s  previous  to  the  year  1805  this  township  ' ristowii.  It  contains  two  hotels,  a store,  post- 
was  connected  with  Lower  Providence,  we  nm^t  ■ olfico,  churc!!,  Ponu.sylvania  Female  College, 
refer  the  rc.'iJer  to  that  head  for  any  lufurmu-  ^ I'rcelaud  $ciniuury,  public  school  house,  giisl 
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mill,  carringe  manufactory,  blacksmith  shop,  ^ tree  (over  six  feet  in  circumference)  standing 
and  twenty-six  houses.  The  Pennsylvania  Fo-  > at  the  corner  of  the  meeting  house,  has  receiv- 
male  College  was  established  in  1S51  and  in- \ ed  the  name  of  the  Green  Tree.  It  contains 
corporated  by  sa  act  of  Assembly  in  1853,  of;;  six  houses,  a school-house,  smith-shop,  and, 
which  .1.  lY.  Sunderland,  L.  L.,  D.,  is  president.  ^ till  recently,  a tannery.  The  Dunkard  meeting 
It  i.s  a large  four  story  building,  and  a large  ^ house,  here,  was  erected  about  ten  years  ago, 
number  of  young  ladies  have  been  educated  ^ and  is  a large  one  story  stone  building.  The 
here.  Near  by  is  the  Freeland  Seminary  for  ) presiding  elder  of  it  is  John  Id.  Omstead,  and 
young  men  and  boys,  of  which  Henry  A.  Hun-  ^ it  numbers  about  two  hundred  communicants, 
sicker  is  principal.  The  Christian  or  Menon-  s In  the  summer  of  1858  the  grave-yard  was  en - 
ite  church  was  built  in  1854,  and  is  a handsome  ^ larged.  The  most  common  names  on  the  tomb- 
one  story  building.  There  are  several  fine;  stones  are  Bean,  Umstead,' Gotwals,  Keyscr, 
three  story  dwellings  in  this  village,  and  the  1 Sliunk,  Obcrholzcr,  Davis,  Dettra,  Schrauger, 
country  in  the  vicinity  is  rolling,  fertile  and;  Rodda,  IMillcr,  Walt  and  Schrack.  Half  a mile 
well  cultivated.  On  Scull's  map  of  Pennsyl- ; from  this  place  and  about  a mils  below  Port 
vania,  published  iu  1770,  there  are  two  inns  j Providence  is  a largo  island  in  the  Schuylkill, 
marked  at  this  place — one  at  the  present  bridge  j wliioh  is  cultivated  and  belongs  to  Mr.  Om- 
called  “Lanes,”  and  farther  up  the  road  to  | stead. 

Reading,  the  “Duke  of  Cumberland.  ^ About  one  and  a-lialf  miles  northeast  of  l^ort 

bridge  over  the  1 erkiomeu,  at  this  place,  is  a ^ Providence  is  the  Friends’  meeting  house — a 
noble  structure  for  its  day,  and  was  built  by  , building,  with  a grave- 

the  county  at  an  expense  of  $G0,U00.  It  is  considerably  diiaoidated.  It  is 

made  entirely  of  stone  and  has  six  arches,  and  ^ venerable  button- 

was  begun  in  1703  and  finished  the  following  | 1770^ 

year.  The  county  commissioners  at  this  dme  J reeling  house  here  before 

were  Frederick  Conrad,  Samuel  Mauldsby,  j one  was  erected  in  1828. 

Conrad  Boyer,  James  Bean  and  Henry  Sheetz.  informed  of  the  following  names  of 

It  is  about  five  m'des  from  the  mouth  of  the  ^ belonging  to  this  meeting:  Ambler, 

creek,  wh'4:h  is  here  one  hundred  feet  in  width.  Hopkins,  Rogers,  Taylor  and  Barnet. 

P>y  an  act  of  February  21st,  17  Ji,  the  sum  of  ^ yg^  land  bet  woen  this  meeting-house  and  Quin- 
320,000  was  pemiittcd  tc  be  raised  by  lottery  , ^.^ppe^rs  to  be  of  inferior  quality,  the 

towards  beginning  th.s  enterprise.  Another  ; gyi^g  light-colored  clay,  and  the  stone 
act,  of  March  2Sth,  17  J9,  allowed  the  commis-  j approaching  a dark-colored  slate, 
sioners  to  raise  sufficient  money  by  toll  for  \ 

its  completion.  From  the  Journal  of  the  Rev.  \ Near  the  banks  of  the  Perkiomen  and  about 
H.  M.  Muhlenberg  we  learn  that  during  the  i two  miles  south  of  the  Trappe,  at  the  intersec- 
Revolution  there  was  uo  bridge  here  nor  over  i;  tion  of  two  roads,  is  the  Menonist  meeting- 

the  Skipp.ack  creek  on  the  Reading  road.  Four  j.  house,  a small  one  story  stone  building,  with  a 

turnpike  roads  at  present  meet  at  this  bridge,  ^ school-house  attached.  Henry  Johnson,  we 
the  first  of  which  was  commenced  in  ISOl.  | believe,  is  the  principal  preacher  of  the  con- 
Quincyville  is  situated  on  the  Schuylkill,  op-  s gregation.  The  most  common  names  on  the 
posite  Phccaixville.  It  contains  an  inn,  store,  \ tombstones  are  Kolb,  Johnson,  Ashenfelter, 
steam  saw  mill,  lumber  yard,  and  seventeen  Kindy,  Kepner,  Reiner,  Landis,  Wair,  Horn- 
houses.  There  was  formerly  an  iron  foundry  ^ ing,  Shoalter,  Rittenhnuse,  Beau,  Alderfer, 
and  machine  shop  here,  which  has  been  cem-  ^ Rosenberger,  Hallman,  YVisraor,  Tyson,  Buck- 
verted  into  a paper-mill,  and  is  now  carried  on  < waiter,  Iluusicker,  Godshall,  Bechtel,  Detwei- 
by  Joseph  Jorlino.  There  was  also  a post  ^ ler  and  Kratz.  From  the  Journal  of  the  Rev. 
office  here,  which  was  discontinued  in  the  ; II-  21.  2Iuhlouberg  we  learn  that  when  he  first 
spring  of  1858.  The  bridge  across  the  Schuyl- ^ came  to  the  Trappe,  in  1742,  there  were  but 
kill  was  iucorporateil  in  1814.  The  school  ^ two  houses  of  worship  in  Providence — one  was 
house  is  situated  half  a mile  oast  of  the  village.  ^ the  Episcopal  church,  at  Evansburg,  and  the 
A mile  from  the  mouth  of  tl;e  Perkiomen  and  > other  at  this  place.  There  i.s  an  old  grave- 
half  a mile  from  the  Bc’uuylkill  is  a small  vil-  ■:  yard  iu  this  township,  near  (he  Schuylkill  and 
lago,  which,  in  cousequeuou  of  a large  pine  ^ Limerick  lino,  which  contains  a number  of 
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tombstones,  on  whicb  are  tbo  names  of  Rarabo,  ( 

s 

Disraant,  Tyson,  Stahl,  anJ  olhers.  It  is  gene-  > 
ra’Iy  calleJ  Dismant’s  gravo  yard.  ^ 

The  Poor  House  of  Montgomery  county  is  s 
situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Schuylkill,  in  ^ 
this  township,  and  is  ten  miles  above  Norris-  > 
town  and  three  southwest  of  the  Trnppo.  There  < 
are  three  commodious  buildings  : one  is  used 
by  the  steward  and  male  paupers,  one  by  the 
females  and  children,  and  one  is  a hospital  for  ^ 
the  sick  and  insane.  In. January,  1832,  it  con-  J 
tained  one  hundred  and  ten  paupers  ; iii  Jan-  < 
uary,  1849,  one  hundred  and  ninety-eiuht ; and  | 
in  January,  18-58,  two  hundred  and  thirty-  s 
three.  The  farm  comprises  two  hun'rn>d  and  ; 
sixty  five  acres  of  ground,  of  which  thirty  are  > 
wood  sufficient  to  furnish  the  place  with  Uiel  j 
and  fencing.  For  the  year  1857  the  produce  \ 
sold  from  the  place  amounted  to  $1050  78,  and  \ 
the  expenses,  $13,200  33.  The  land  of  the  j 
farm  is  quite  rolling,  and  appears  to  he  under  j 
better  cultivation  than  some  of  the  adjoining  1 
farms.  This  institution  was  established  ac- 
cording to  an  act  of  .Assembly  passed  tlio  lOlh  1 
March,  1806,  and  subsequent  acts  of  January  ^ 
26th,  1S07,  and  December  221,  1810.  The  ^ 
government  of  the  eullre  place  is  under  the  > 
complete  control  of  three  directors,  one  of 
whom  is  elected  every  year.  They  appoint  alt 
officers  of  the  institution,  viz  : stewards,  ma-  1 
troDS,  clerks,  physicians,  &c.,  &c.  They  arc  S 
required  by  law  to  meet  at  least  every  month  ■’ 
at  the  place  and  to  see  to  the  proper  regula-  ; 
tions  of  the  same.  On  the  first  5Ionday  of  ) 
January,  of  every  year,  the  directors,  county 
auditors  and  treasurer,  meet  here  to  adjust  and  ■- 
make  out  the  accounts  of  the  previous  year.  ; 
The  expenses  of  this  place  are  met  by  funds  ^ 
raised  by  tax  levied  by  the  county  commission-  > 
ers  on  requisition  of  the  directors  and  disburs-  < 
ed  by  the  county  treasurer  by  their  order.  ; 

A short  distance  above  the  Poor  House,  the  < 
Pveading  railroad  crosses  to  this  side  of  .Schuyl- 
kill by  a splendid  .“tone  bridge  of  four  arches,  1 
each  of  seventy-two  feet  span,  and,  with  the  ^ 
ice-breakers,  cost  $47,000.  Oppositetbis  lirldge  ■ 
the  raihoad  passes  through  a tunnel  of  soli-J  ■' 
rock  one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirty-) 
four  feet  io  length,  or  over  one-third  of  a mile. 

This  township,  with  Lower  Providence,  was  > 
originally  called  the  “ Manor  of  (.iilhert.s,”  in  - 
which  Thomas  Pena,  in  173.^,  owned  three  , 
thousand  two  hundred  acres,  valued  at  i:2,21w, 
or,  of  pur  present  cuiTCuey,  $5,o72.  The 


aforesaid  was  the  son  of  AVilliam  Penn,  and 
after  liis  father’s  death  was  the  chief  proprie- 
tary of  Pennsylvania.  By  order  of  the  Cotirt 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  in  November,  1805,  Up- 
per and  Lower  Providence  were  erected  into 
separate  townships.  Before  this  time,  it  was 
known  ns  Providence  township,  for  the  settlers 
of  wliich,  for  the  year  1734,  sec  Lower  Provi- 
dence. Togetiier,  in  1741,  they  contained  one 
liundred  and  forty-six  taxables. 

xviir. 


THE  TRAPPE. 


The  ancient  village  of  the  Trnppe,  so  rich  in 
liistorical  associations  and  the  birth  place  of 
several  distinguished  men,  is  situated  in  Upper 
Providence  township  on  the  Reading  turnpike, 
eight  miles  from  Norristown,  twenty-five  from 
Philadelphia,  and  twenty-six  from  Reading. 
Its  siiuutiou  is  liigh  and  healthy  and  the  IncJ 
descends  gradually  iu  every  direction.  The 
houses  are  chiefly  confined  to  a single  street  on 
the  pike,  and  the  village  is  said  to  extend  to 
tlie  toll-gate,  which  is  regarded  ns  its  south- 
ern limits  ; from  thence  to  the  Perkio- 
men  bridge,  being  included  in  the  villnge  of 
Freeland.  The  Trappe  contains  two  inn.s,  three 
stores,  tliree  cluirches,  the  Washington  Hall 
Stminai  y,  a post-office,  library,  school  house. 
Odd  Fellows’  hall,  tannery,  brickyard,  cabinet, 
wbeelriglit  and  blacksmith  shops,  and  about 
forty  houses.  Washington  Hall  is  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  village,  and  is  a seminary  for 
the  education  of  young  men  and  ladies.  It 
was  tstabliahed  in  1830,  and  Abel  R.ambo,  A. 
M.,  i.s  its  present  principal.  The  library  is 
kept  iu  this  building,  and  contains  over  four 
hundred  volumes.  The  German  Methodists 
have  a one  story  brick  church,  erected  iu  1.851, 
and  stand.s  a short  distance  back  from  the  old 
Trappe  church.  The  Odd  Fellows’  Hall  is  a 
largo  two  story  stone  huildiug  erected  in  1849. 
A handsome  omnibus  runs  daily  on  the  pike, 
from  this  village  to  Norristown,  where  a con- 
u.;otiou  is  mado  with  the  railroad.  The  lion. 
Jacob  Fry,  late  member  of  Congress,  and  at 
present  .Uiditur  General  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a 
resident  of  the  place. 

One  of  the  lir;-t  retlkrs  of  this  place  was 
Jacob  .Shrank,  who  arrived  from  Germany  iu 
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i717,  accompanied  by  his  wife  Eva  Rosina  and  J remainder  of  his  days  hero.  From  his  journal 
four  children.  lie  purchased  in  tlie  present  | we  have  been  enabled  to  procure  some  infornia- 
village  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  at  tion  re.opecting  the  revolution  in  this  vicinity, 
■which  time  there  was  but  comparatively  few  ^ from  which  it  appears  the  inhabitants  suffered 
inhabitants  in  the  vicinity.  It  appears  he  took  s severely.  On  the  morning  of  September  1 1th, 
a considerable  interest  in  getting  a church  ')  1777,  the  cannonading  at  Brandywine,  thirty 
erected  in  the  place,  and  for  this  purpose  at  1 miles  off,  was  disti.nctly  heard.  On  the  after- 
different  times  wrote  letters  to  London  and  1 noon  of  the  I'dth  the  British  camp  was  seen 
Halle  for  help  and  Lutheran  preachers.  He  died  > wi'h  a telescope  on  the  opposite  banks  of  the 
February  22d,  174‘2,  at  the  age  of  G3  years,  j Schuylkill,  below  Valley  Eorge.  The  .-^meri- 
Ile  is  buried  in  the  Lutheran  cburcli-yard,  and  ^ can  army,  with  Washington  in  person,  the  same 
the  oldest  stone  there  containing  an  inscrip-  ^ crossed  to  this  side  at  Parker’s  Ford,  five 
tion  was  erected  to  his  memory.  Ilis  widow  ^ a-half  miles  distant,  and  marched  through 
lived  till  1756.  His  son.  Chiistian  Shrack,  re-  ^ village  to  the  Perkiomen.  The  procession 
Bided  here  till  his  death  in  November,  1780.  ■ lasted  the  whole  night,  and  he  says  he  had  nu- 

There  has  been  much  speculation  concerning  1 merous  visits  from  officers,  wet  breast  high, 
the  origin  of  the  name  of  Trappe.  It  is  un-  S from  wading  through  the  river, who  had  actually 
doubtedly  original  and  of  local  origin.  Of  all  s marched  in  that  condition  the  whole  night, 
the  various  theories  on  this  subject,  the  most  > cold  and  damp  as  it  was,  besides  suffering  from 
feasible  to  us  appears  to  be  that  given  by  the  , hunger  and  thirst.  On  the  23d  a portion  of 
Rev.  Henry  51.  Muhlenberg,  the  founder  of  the  ■ the  army  encamped  in  the  vicinity,  and  besides 
church.  The  following  extract  on  this  subject  ;■  breaking  down  tlie  fences  and  making  fires  of 
Is  taken  from  bis  journal,  in  which  after  speak-  ^ the  rails,  several  houses  were  entered  and  the 
Ing  of  Jacob  Schraok  and  his  family,  he  .says  ; ; trunks  and  chests  forced  open.  On  the  27th 
they  built  a cabin  and  dug  a cave  in  ■which  ^ he  found  that  a regiment  of  Pennsylvania  miii- 
they  cooked.  They  kept  a shop  in  a small  way,  > tia  had  taken  possession  of  the  church  and 
and  a tavern  with  beer  and  such  tilings.  As  > seboolhouse,  and  that  they  were  filled  with  of- 
once  an  English  inhabitant  who  had  been  . ficers,  men  and  arms,  and  the  floors  covered  ■with 
drinking  in  the  cave  fell  asleep  and  came  ) straw  and  dirt.  The  same  day  the  schoolmaster 
home  late  and  was  in  consequence  scolded  by  j complained  with  tears  that  they  had  destroyed 
his  wife,  he  excused  himself  by  saying  he  had  | his  buckwheat  ia  the  field,  and  plundered  and 
been  at  the  7Vi7/>/?.  From  that  time  this  neigh-  ^ trodden  down  his  garden  vegetables.  'Mr, 
borhood  was  called  the  Trappe  and  known  as  ’ .Muhlenberg  had  three  acres  in  with  buckwheat, 
such  in  all  America.”  This  taveru  must  Imvc  J which  was  then  in  blossom,  in  which  he  found 
been  in  the  family  as  late  as  the  year  1770,  for  ] twenty  head  of  horses  and  oxen  grazing.  lie 
Scull,  on  his  map,  has  it  marked  as  “ Slirock.”  ) says,  when  complaint  was  made  about  it  by 
In  the  order  of  time  Mr.  Muhlenberg's  state-  ' those  sustaining  damage,  they  were  called  to- 
ment  is  the  first  on  this  subject,  and  Ls  sus-  \ ries,  and  their  houses  and  stables  threatened 
tained  by  other  authorities.  On  Heading  How-  $ with  fire.  IMajor  Gen.  Armstrong,  with  about 
ell’s  map  of  Pennsylvania,  published  in  1792,  / twenty-five  hundred  militia,  continued  in  the 
and  iu  Scott’s  U.  S.  Gaznieer  of  170-3,  it  is  vicinity  till  the  2J  of  October,  when  be  joined 
called  “ Trap  thus  proving  that  this  name  ^ the  main  division  of  the  army  near  Skippack. 
did  not  originate  from  the  German  name  of  - lie  says  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Trtppe  for  steps,  but  from  the  English  word  '■  village  looked  as  if  it  had  been  ravaged  by  an 
Trap,  signifying  a snare,  or  rather  a pil-  > army  of  locusts,  and  that  they  had  cut  down 
fall.  and  consumed  for  him  near  the  church  ten 

Mr.  Muhlenl'erg  first  came  here  in  Novem-  ’ acres  of  woodland.  The  foregoing  is  an  illus- 
ber,  1742,  when  he  foua.l  a congregation  of  !;  tration  of  the  evils  attending  a war  and  which 
fifty  members,  who  worshipped  in  n barn.  ' will  be  occasioned  more  or  less  by  any  army^ 
Chiefly  through  his  efforts  the  church  was  com-  - let  it  be  friend  or  foe. 

mcnced  in  the  spring  of  1743.  and  was  cot  fin-  !>  This  village,  according  to  Scott's  Gazetteer, 
isbed  till  the  fall  of  174-3,  when  ho  ma-ie  liis  \ in  1705  contained  about  twelve  houses.  Oor- 
rcsidenca  in  the  place.  He  was  absent  from  / don,  in  his  Ga^zefteer  of  lS-12,  mentions  it  as 
17i71  till  1776,  ■wlicu  h«  returned  and  ipcnt  the  j then  having  two  taverns,  two  stores  and  fifteen 


I 


104 


IIISTOKY  OF  MONinOMERY  COUNTY. 


houses.  By  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  place  has  been  steadily  increasing  to 
the  present  time.  According  to  an  act  of  As- 
eembly,  passed  January  19th,  1S02,  the  elec- 
tions for  the  townships  of  Providence,  Limer- 
ick and  Perkiomen,  being  the  7th  district, 
wero  ordered  to  be  held  here  at  the  public 
house  then  kept  by  David  Dewees. 

On  the  Reading  pike,  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  below  the  old  church,  is  a large  substan- 
tial two  story  stone  house,  now  owned  by  the 
Hunsberger  family  which  is  not  without  inter- 
est. After  the  return  of  the  Rev.  II.  M.  Muh- 
lenberg to  the  Tiappe,  in  177G,  he  made  it  his 
residence  lie  continued  to  live  here  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  the  7th  of  October, 
1787.  Some  time  afterwards  it  became  the 
residence  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Geiscnhalucr,  who 
also  breathed  his  last  within  its  time-honored 
walls.  Hot  long  since  it  was  owned  by  Dr. 
Philip  Waok,  and  for  awhile  was  the  residence 
of  Mathias  IIaldeman,E?q.  General  Peter  Muh- 
lenberg, lion.  Fred.  Augustus  Muhlenberg, Rev. 
Henry  Ernest  Muhlenberg  and  Gov.  Francis  R. 
Shunk  were  residents  of  the  Trappe,  the  last 
four  being  natives  of  the  placo.  Biographical 
sketches  of  these  individuals  appear  in  the 
appendis. 

The  present  new  Lutheran  church,  built  in 
1863,  will  rank  nearly  with  the  finest  houses 
of  worship  in  the  county.  It  is  situated  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  village  and  about  one 
hundred  feet  northwest  of  the  old  church.  It  is 
built  of  brick,  two  stories  high,  and  its  dimen- 
eions  are  eighty-five  by  fifty-five  feet.  The 
steeple  is  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high,  and 
from  its  elevated  situation  is  a conspiGuous 
object  for  many  miles  around.  The  congrega- 
tion possesses  also  a school-house,  with  a dwell- 
ing for  the  sexton  or  teacher,  and  a parsonage, 
erected  in  1836,  and  five  acres  of  land,  together 
with  a field  to  contain  carriages,  &c.,  during 
worship.  The  present  pastor  of  tho  church  is 
the  Rev.  Adam  S.  Link. 

Adjoining  the  church  is  the  grave-yard, 
which  comprises  about  an  acre  and  a-half  of 
ground,  and  from  its  elevated  situation  affords 
a fine  prospect  of  the  surrounding  country.  It 
contains  a great  many  tombstones,  among  which 
are  several  of  interest.  It  is  to  bo  regretted 
that  this  yard  is  so  deficient  in  shade.  Trees 
should  have  been  [danted  here  long  ago,  which 
would  not  only  have  improved,  its  appearance, 
lout  as  a place  of  resort  would  have  luaJc  it 


more  attractive.  The  most  common  family 
names  on  the  tomb-stones  are  Zoller,  Emrich, 
Reiser,  IVald,  Rawn,  Fry,  Ileebncr,  Kallman, 
Wack,  Spare,  Royer,  Garber,  Fritz,  Goodwin, 
Prizer,  Rambo,  Miller,  Culp,  Horning,  Morgan, 
Allabaugb,  Gross,  Gristock,  Shupe,  Lonacre, 
Rittcuhouse,  Roudenbush,  Essick,  Prutzman, 
VVeidner,  Hildebeidle,  Neiman,  High,  llarpel, 
Young,  Yerger,  Sailor,  Berk,  Dehaven,  Stetler, 
Scbr.ack,  Peunepacker,  Fuchs,  Custer,  Graff, 
Trumbauer,  Boyer,  Bean,  Bitter,  Croll,  Klciao, 
Casselberry,  Walter,  Beck,  Shontz,  Cressman, 
Buckwalter,  Hatfield,  Welcher,  Johnson,  Fox, 
Pawling,  Reiff,  Marsteller,  Hollebush,  Moyer, 
Derricks  and  Kugler.  The  oldest  stone,  cou- 
taiiiiug  an  inscription,  bears  the  dale  of  1742, 
and  the  next  of  1755.  Amongst  the  distin- 
guished dead  reposing  here  can  be  mentioned 
the  Rev.  Henry  Melchior  Muhlenberg,  General 
Peter  Muhlenberg  and  Governor  Francis  R. 
Sbunb,  of  whom  a further  account  wili  be 
given  hereafter.  Jacob  Custer,  who  was 
treasurer  of  the  church  from  1830  to  ls57, 
kept  ,a  record  of  all  those  buried  here  within 
that  time.  The  number  was  six  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  of  which  tho  two  oldest  were  fe- 
males, aged  respectively  upward.s  of  ninety  ■ nine 
and  one  hundred  and  four  years. 

The  old  Trappe  church  is  still  standing, 
though  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
years  have  p.asscd  away  since  its  erection.  It 
was  used  by  the  congregation  as  a house  of 
worship  until  the  doss  of  October,  1853,  when 
the  new  church  was  completed.  Since  that 
time  it  is  only  used  by  the  Sunday  school 
attached  to  the  church,  which  was  established 
in  1830,  and  numbers  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  scholars,  with  a library  of  five 
hundred  volumes.  In  its  architectural  style  it 
is  certainly  unique,  and  in  its  day  is  said  to 
have  been  considered  a great  affair.  It  is  built 
of  stone,  two  stories  high,  fifty-four  feet  in 
length  and  thirty-nine  wide.  At  the  ends  of 
the  roof  are  two  iron  vanes,  each  bearing  tho 
date  of  1713.  Its  interior  is  well  calculated 
to  give  one  an  idea  of  a building  in  the  olden 
timc.3.  From  the  floor  to  the  ceiling  of  tho 
roof  is  about  thirty  feet.  Tho  original  pu'pit 
is  still  licre  with  its  sounding  board,  all  of 
black  walnut.  The  four  pillars,  as  well  as  tbe 
joists  that  support  the  galleries,  aro  of  hewn 
oak,  twelve  by  fifteen  inches  in  thickness.  Tho 
pows  have  never  'uoen  painted — in  fact,  all  the 
wood  woik  of  the  church  is  done  in  a very  rude 
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nti'l  I'on^h  nviiiru'r,  lienollng;  siiupUcity,  soliJity  ' 
and  sti-tfnjtli.  With  a iittla  repair  it  may  be  s 
preserved  t'or  a long  time.  Near  its  entra';ce  ? 
Btauds  a pump  in  which  has  lately  been  placed  ^ 
ft  largo  wooden  handle,  Copied  after  its  ori-  ^ 
gintvl.  ^ 

In  the  month  of  Kovetuber,  1742,  the  Rev.  ' 
Henry  Melchior  ^luhlenberg  arrived  in  this  ; 
country  from  the  kingdom  of  ll.-inover,  where  he  ^ 
bad  been  pastor  of  a congregation  In  tbs  village  \ 
cf  Great  Ilenneridorf.  In  September,  of  the  ^ 
previous  year,  he  h ‘d  accepted  a call  of  the  \ 
congregations  in  TliilaJelphia,  Providence  and  | 
New  Hanover.  Vfheu  he  first  came  litre,  he  i 
found  the  country  very  fertile,  hut  almost  uu-  ^ 
improved  ; a few  hoiises  scattered  tiiiles  apart,  ; 
along  roads  leading  principally  through  forests 
yet  uureclaimed.  in  Providence,  by  which  we  i 
mean  the  I'rappe,  he  found  tibout  fifty  heads  i 
of  families,  with  whom  he  held  worship  in  a .< 
barn.  ChieGy  through  his  exertions  it  was  ) 
determined  to  build  a church  and  school  bouse.  | 
Thu  latter  was  built  of  logs  and  finished  before  ' 
the  former  was  commenced.  On  the  2d  day  of  > 
May,  1743,  the  co'-ncr-siono  was  laid  by  Mr.  1 
Muhlenberg,  on  which  occasion  he  preached  in  ^ 
English  and  German.  On  the  following  12th 
September  the  church  was  roofed,  wiien  he  ; 
preaclied  in  it  for  the  first  time.  He  resided  in  < 
the  village  from  1743  until  the  18th  of  Oo-  ( 
tober,  17d0,  wiien  he  preached  his  farewell  ’ 
germon,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  the  city  ’’ 
of  Philadelphia.  On  the  l?th  of  June,  17-30,  a 
getieral  Synodic  il  meeting  was  held  here,  which 
was  attended  by  s'xty-nine  clericu!  and  lay 
delegates.  Another  similar  meeting  was  held 
here  the  18th  of  October,  17G0.  To  the  time  . 
of  Mr.  Muhlenberg’s  return,  ill  17VG,  the  con- 
gregation was  attended  by  the  Rev.  .Messrs.  ' 
Hartwig.  Van  Busklrk  an  i Voigt.  During  the  ■: 
llevolution  the  church  was  repeatedly  used  by 
the  American  soldiers  in  wet  r.nd  cold  weather 
as  quarters. 

-iftcr  the  death  of  Mr.  Mulilcnberg,  in  17,87, 
the  entire  charge  devolved  t'.pon  the  Rev.  Mr. 
AVciulaiid;  who  C'lutimied  until  bis  death  in 
1008.  It  was  during  his  ministry  that  the 
chuich  was  incorporated  by  au  act  of  Assem- 
bly passed  -Alavch  20th.  1805.  It  is  stated  to  ■ 
tie  a romarkabla  fact  that  the  congregation 
■w  !r,shippLd  lu  this  chiU'Ch  wUliout  any  fire  du- 
ring the  wiu’er  se.’.so(i.s  for  a period  of  sixty 
years,  or  from  the  time  it  was  hrst  built  to 


about  the  yeiib  I80l5,  bd3  that  evsB  th«u 
introduction  was  strongly  opposed  by  several 
of  its  members  as  an  impious  innovation.  From 
the  death  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg  to  the  year  182S, 
when  the  Rev.  Frederick  AVm.  GaiBer.baiuer 
received  the  charge,  the  preaching  was  wholly 
confined  to  the  German  language,  but  fron 
that  time  the  English  has  been  gradually  gel- 
ling the  ascendency.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant events  in  the  history  of  the  church  was 
the  centennial  anniversary  held  in  commeBso- 
rntion  of  its  foundation,  May  2d,  1843.  Oa 
this  occasion  the  .sermon  was  preached  by  tba 
Rev.  J.  W.  Fuch.arJs,  of  Germantown,  a grand- 
son of  Mr.  ^Iuhlenberg,  the  founder.  The  fol- 
lowin.e  grandchildren  were  also  present : the 
Hon.  Henry  .4  Muhlenberg,  Hon.  M.  S.  Rich- 
ards, Jlrs.  ChailotteF.  Oakeley  and  Mrs.  Kitty 
Heistcr.  As  has  been  stated  the  last  worship 
held  itl  this  venerable  building  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  October,  1853,  when  the  present  church 
was  Completed.  To  a stranger  this  church  i* 
tin  InterBsling  object  of  visit,  particularly  its 
interior,  and  Is  well  calculated  to  carry  the 
mind  hack  to  the  early  history  cf  the  country. 
It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  old  building  may 
be  preserved  not  only  as  an  object  of  antiqui- 
rian  interest,  but  as  a place  for  the  iostruclica 
of  the  rising  generation  in  the  moral  duties  of 
life. 

Near  the  lower  end  of  the  village  on  the  esst 
side  of  the  pike,  is  St.  Luke’s  church,  belong- 
ing to  the  German  Reformed  congregation. 
The  present  building  was  erected  in  1835,  and 
is  of  stone,  two  stories  high,  and  forty  by  fifty 
feet  in  dimensions.  Its  pastor  is  the  Rev,  A. 
13.  Shingle.  The  churchyard  comprises  up- 
wa.-ds  of  an  acre  of  ground,  and  a few  of  the 
ancient  forest  trees  stand  near  the  entrance. 
The  earliest  tombstone  here  with  an  inscription 
announces  the  death  of  “ LoJwick  Eualt,  who 
departed  this  life,  March  16tb,  1760,  aged  (59 
years.”  The  following  are  the  most  comcuon 
names  on  the  stone.s  ; Paul,  Reed,  Sheckle, 
Nelz,  Buckwalter,  Killborn,  Casey,  Rickaor, 
Daringer,  wmith,  Dull,  Francis,  Wiland,  Sohnai- 
der,  Eseliu,  Spare,  Staulfer,  Tyson,  rhomoj, 
Spi'ar,  Everhart,  Garber,  Eisenberg,  Longa- 
bougn,  Koons,  Espenship,  'Vanner,  Hanger, 
.Shade  and  Deidler.  From  Mm.  ScuH’a  map  of 
reuiisylvania,  published  in  1770.  wo  learn  tfcat 
a church  then  stood  here  and  which  ie  siarlie-1 
as  the  “Dutch  .'leeticg.”  Me  were  lofoitatJ 
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that  the  rlJofiurtfi  was  bailVoJ  logs,  r.M  was  ; her  yanls,  two  coal  yanls  anJ  one  sten.-n  grijJ 
left  Btari'lir.g  till  the  erection  of  the  present  i anJ  saw  mill.  la  1?50  it  contained  three  huu-' 
eoiBinodious  edifice.  ^ died  and  seventy-three  houses  and  two  handred 

' and  forty-three  fnnns.  The  Heading  railroad' 

I;  traverses  llie  township  its  eniire  length  on  the 
\ tsclniylhill  a distanoe  of  about  five  and  a-half 
) miles-  and  has  two  stations,  one  at  Hover's- 
LIMERICK.  j Ford;  fend  the  other  at  Limcrickville.  The 

y Heading  turnpike  oro-sses  for  five  miles  through’ 

[ its  sentre,  ami  the  Limerick  and 'Jolebrookdale- 
The  township  of  Limerick  is  boiindeJ  nortli-  pike  for  abou't  tlires  jiriles.  Limetiek  hacr 
east  by  Frederick,  soatbeasl  by  Perkioinsn  and  \ eleven  schools^.,  and  for  the  year  ending  with' 
Upper  Providence,  southwest  by  the  river'  June  1st,  1857.  were  open  only  fo ’nr  mouths, 
IScfanylkill,  west  by  Pottsgrnve  and  northwest  I Httetided  by  ris- hundred  and  seventy-five- 
by  New  H.anover.  Its  greatest  length  is-ncarly  scholars.  The  s'.'-rn  of  was  levied  to-- 

five  miles  and  its  breadth  four  and  a half,  with  i dofniy  the  expenses  of  the  same, 
an  aren  ef  foorteen  tbonsaud  one  hundred  and  , -pijo  villages  of  this  townsiiip  are  all  smal'^- 
fifty-one  acres,  nnJ,  excepting  Lower  Merion,  is  ■;  (jut  within  the  last  /ifteen  years  hare  consider- 
Ihe  largest  township  in  the  county.  Tne  sur-  ^ijiy  improved.  The  largest  is  called  Limericlr 
face  of  the  rrnntry  is  rolling,  and  in  US  north-  , gqiuiro,  and  is  situated  on  the  Heading  pike,. 
«ro  part  is  billy,  where  the  highest  elevation  is  t twenty-eight  miles  from  Philadelphia.  It  con- 
caned  Irtcne  Hill.  For  about  the  distance  of  a i;  fains  a store,  brick  yard,  two  smithships  and 
Toile  and  a-balf  along  the  Schuylkill,  between  : sixteen  hoases.  Seorge  Gilbert  has'&l-jo  hero 
Limerick  statioB  sad  Riiyersfordville,  there  are  - a large  steam  grist  mill,  sa?/  mill-  and  ma-' 
pretty  stec’p  bills,  rising  immediately  from  the  • chine  s.bop.  Thi.s  place  has  chiefiy  grown  u> 
water’s  edge  to  a height  of  from  si.-ty  to  a within  the  last  twelve  years  and  coniaius  stve- 
hnndred  feet,  wliicii  are  covered  principally  ';ral  fine  three  story  brick  hoases.  At  the  lower 
with  small  pin ??  a-n'.T- bushes.  Between  tne.so  , cud  of  the  village  the  Gorman  Idethodisis  have 
]i!aces  are  esteuaive  quarries  of  hard  red  sand-  ^ ;i  small  cne  story  brick  church,  b'j-ili  in  LS.jL, 
etone,  which  can  be  taken  ojt  :u  huge  square  ">  .nij  ;r,  school  house  near  by.  At  the  upper  e:>->' 
blocks.  From  Limerick  station  up  tiie  river  ; uf  the  place  the  Limerick  anil  Colebvookdal? 
for  more  5bna  a mile,  the  laml  recedes  quite  ^ turnpike  strikes  the  Beading  road,  and  i.s  above 
cradually.  The  soil  along  the  Schuylkill  i.s  nine  niili-s  in  this  county,  and  was  finished  ia 
fertile  and  productive,  but  tbe  remainder  is  This  turnpike  is  located  on  ihe  Swamp 

generally  a atiif  clay.  Although  the  second  in  road,  wliich  is  marked  on  Scull's  map  of  IT'O. 

extent,  it  does  not  contain  a stream  that  fur-  ^ At  its  eont'uence  with  the  Beading  mad,  as  W9 
nishes  water  power.  Mingo  creek  lias  its  ■ learn  from  the  same,  was  Widow  Lloyd’s 

source  near  Limerick  Square,  and,  afier  a ion.” 

course  of  f"ur  miles,  turns  iuto  upper  ?rovi-  < Linierick'.’ille  is  a station  on  the  Reading 
dence.  Ladle  and  Mine  creeks  have  also  their  i railrrad  and  is  situated  on  the  Sohuyikill-, 
gcurces  in  this  lownsbip.  Swamp  sreck,  fora  ' thirty-four  miles  from  Philadelphia.  It  con- 
short 'distance,  passes  through  the  north  cor-  . tains  an  inn,  slore,. post-office,  an  eatensiveium- 
nef.  There  are  several  other  small  streams,  f her  yard,  coal  yard  and  twelve  bouses.  Samuel 
brat  in  consequence  of  being  easily  atfected  by  f Kulp  has  also  an  extensive  steam  planing  mill 
drought  are  not  of  mu-ch  account.  ' ard  rash  and  door  factory.  The  post-effiee 

Li'merTc'i:,  in  1741 , contained  53  ta.vables:  in  ; here  iis  railed  Limerick  Bridge.  A short  dis- 
182S,  315;  in  1840,  401;  and  in  lr58,  53il.  ■ tanre  above  this  village  is  wlmt  is  generally 
Aecor'drng' to  tiie  census  of  1810,  it  contained  1 ('.  ’.lied  I.a-wrcnrevillc  bridge,  which  was  built  ia 
1282  inhaliitants  ; in  182'.',  1577;  in  L'l.lO,  Irl:*.  Tl.c  name  is  applied  from  LawrenceviUe, 
1743:  in  I'lO,  178'i;  and  in  1S50,  21'j-'.  By  ■ on  tl;C  oppniito  si'ie  of  the  river,  in  Chester 
the  triennial  aisessuieut  of  i8-'/S,  tlic  real  estate  ' county,  in  the  vicinity  of  J.imerickville  are 
was  vnU'.ed  at  5.j72,'."i0,  am!  the  lior.-=cs  an  i . '^cvcral  forti!"  f-irm.' ’.rliich  produce  good  crni’s . 
neat  uv.tle.  ■5oCt,7'.'l.  In  May,  L858,  tlic  town  - ; R 'yci.-l'erdvilb’  is  also  a st.ati-rn  on  tbe  Bead- 
thip  eonuined  sis  loiiw,  seven  stores,  two  lum-  mg  vaili  oa .1,  and  is  situated  on  the  river 
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t\)'irly-two  miles  from  the  city.  It  contains  j of  land,  lie  vras  appointed  n jastioo  of  the 
two-inns,  a store,  post-ofiice  and  nine  houses.  ■,  peace  in  17o'2,  and  continued  to  hold  the  ofiice 
There  are  several  handsome  dwellings  here  ^ till  his  death.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
luiilt  within  the  past  few  3-e.ar=.  'iiio  bridge;  ccnspicnouo  man  in  the  neighborhood,  and  died 
over  the  Schuylkill  here  was  built  in  18d0,  and  : in  ITod,  aged  55  years.  -Peter  L’instead  Cr.st 
was  washed  away  September  2,1,  1S50,  and  re-  ' settled  in  or  near  Germantown  some  time  pro- 
built  the  following  year.  Opposite,  in  Chester  ; vious  to  the  year  1700,  and  afterwards  removes 
county,  is  Sprit. gville,  a place  of  about  fifty  ' to  Limerick  wliere  he  had  purch.ased  two  hnn- 
bouses.  Half  a mile  above  the  village  is  tlie  ' dred  and  fifty  acres.  From  our  list  of  1704 
Aramingo  Telegraph  office,  belonging  to  the  , we  learn  that  at  tb'>t  time  there  resided  in  ths 
railrotd  companj.  Limerick  t.'hurch  is  a ' present  county  two  of  the  name  of  I’cnna- 
f„mall  village  on  tlie  Reading  turnpike,  twenty-  { packer.  Henry  purchased  one  hsndred  an't 
nine  miles  from  I'liiliuielphia.  Itcoataiss  two  ; fiftv  acres  in  Ferkiomen  townslrip  a-nd  t'Ut? 
inns,  a church,  school-house,  carriage  factory,  ^ two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Limerick.  5'li-e 
wheelwright  an-d  blackirniith  shop  aad  -eight  . origin  of  the  nar?.e  is  singular.  It  appears  the 
iiouses.  father  of  the  ai’oresaid,  whoso  name  was  Leer- 

The  pres-ent  Limerick  church  was  built  in  ; tnan,  came  from  Holland  asid  settled  at  quite 
i817  and  is  a two  story  stone  building  held  by  ; q.]  early  period  at  Skip-pack,  where  lie  carried 

on  tile-m.akiog.  In  the  Dutcli  bingu-ige  punas- 
is  tiiG  name  of  tile,  witch,  added  to  backer,  the 
Hev.  N.  C.  Sirassterger,  and  tee  Lutheran,  ; German  for  baker,  gives  the  clue  to  the  origi-u, 
itev.  George  F.  Jliller.  This  ehurch  is  situa-  namelyPaunybaeker,  vvhi-ch.li'ter&ily  tra-asia-te'i 
ted  on  elevated  ground  and  affords  fri>m  the  j into  Lnglisu,  is  tihhaker.  In  consequence  of 
..churchyard  a fine  view  of  the  surrounding  ,•  bis  business  this  name  was  bestowed  on  him 
country.  We  regret  to  s.ay  that  wc  were  not  1 by  his  German  neighbors,  and  which  he  and 
enabled  to  ascertain  when  it  was  first  erected,  j his  fimily  finally  adopted  as  their  surname, 
fcat  no  doubt  considerably  over  a .century  ago.  . Tiic  T er.nv’-packers  can  therefo-re  say,  what  very 
'3,'be  grave  and  chiercli-yarJ  contain  abont  two  | few  in  this  co'uniry  can,  that  tl.eir  name  is 
.acres  of  ground  and  ghou’d  be  planted  with  ^ of  American  origin.  The 'Evans,  the  Umsteads 
iitrees.  A £reat  many  liave  been  buried  here,  s and  the  I’eunypackers  at  this  time  are  very 
^particularly’  of  the  name  of  Evans.  The  oldest  | numerous  along  the  valley  of  the  Sichuyikill. 
stone  bears  tiie  ilate  of  17-54  an!  several  of,  Parker’s  Ford  on  the  Schuylkill,  is  a quarter 
1787.  The  most  common  names  on  the  tomb-  ; of  a mile  above  the  village  of  Liinerictviile 
stones  are.  Evans,  Shaiier.  Brooke,  Kraus,  ^ and  five  miles  below  tbe  boro'ugii.of-Pottstown. 
-vcmith,  Snell,  .Messimer,  Xetiles,  Kohl,  Groff,  The  roa.d  from  the  ford  to  the  Trappe  was  laid 
Klein,  Miller,  We.gner,  <l'hris'man,  .Schaffer,  f n,,t  at  an  early  period,  an-d  is  about  five  miies 
Barlow,  ira!iu..an,  Beyer,  Boyer,  Fos,  Geiger,  .1  and  a-half  in  length.  Tiielsnd  rises  graduailv 
Hoyer,  Walt,  Mencii,  Lr.int.  Ilunsberger,  ' from  the  river,  b-rt  on  the  Che.ster  county  sido 
Grubb,  Linderctao,  Johuson,  Sd.wen.-'k,  Ken-  , more  jlevated.  It  was  at  this  place  on  the 


the  German  ueforiued  and  Luther.-.ns  in  com- 
mou.  The  Germaa  .P-efcriaed  pastor  is  the 


^ Ib.h  day  of  September,  1777,  weie  tliO  follow. 
' ingincblont  occurred,  which  wo  extract  from  t!-« 
:■  journal  of  the  Rev.  IJ . Id.  Miililenberg.  "In 
' the  afternoon  we  had  news  that  the  Bivtlsl; 
1 troops  on  the  other  si.ie  of  the  Schuylkill  h.ad 
marci'.ed  down  to-wards  Providence,  Had  with  % 
■;  telescope  we  eould  see  t'ueircamp.  In  cen.'-e- 
quetice  of  this  the  .bmericau  army,  four  mi!e« 
from  us,  f-orded  the  Schuylkill  breast  high,  an  1 
i came  upon  the  Philadelphia  road  at  .bugudus 
cl\urch.  Kis  excellency  General  Washington 
■ wa.s  with  the  troops  in  person,  who  inarcbs-.l 
> pi'-t  here  t-a  the  T'erkiomen.  The  procession 
Owen  Kvau.-s  w.as  -u  early  sstilrr  ’.'.i  tiiis  ; Pi  Red  the  whole  nigh*,  ami  we  ha-i  numeriius 
£«»uship,  s’herehe  fo<kup  iVuir  l-.i/Lilr..'!  acres  ' visits  from  oiiicei-.<,  wet  breast  high,  who  Ua-i 


daP,  Warley  and  Stciler. 

Limerick  no  doubt  derived  i.s  name  from  a 
«ity  and  county  of  this  name  in  IrelauJ-  It 
■was  erected  into  a township  at  an  early  period. 
The  following  is  a list  of  reai’ieiits  ami  land- 
owners  in  1724 : EJ-ward  Mtch-'j'.s,  Jolm  Ii.avj,', 
Enoch  Davis,  John  Kendall,  O’wen  Evans,  Wm. 
ilvtus,  Josepli  Barlo'V,  Peter  Emstcad,  '.'liff 
-I'ensy packer.  Ilenry  P.eyn.r,  'Vm.  IVoodly, 
..dontthan  5Vood!y,  'vv'm.  Manlsby,  Kleiiry  I'e- 
tersou,  Peter  Petei'son.  Nicholas  t.'iisuird,  ili- 
ronius  Haas,  L.iwrcnoe  Kir.i.cr,  G'Cfhcii  Miller, 
Barnaby  Gonbsou  and  ’^lbil^.in  I’alf. 
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io  mareh  In  thl«  eondition  during  tlie  wliole  l,  nnd  chopping  mill.  It  is  cnllcd  hy  thi^  namn 
night,  cold  and  damp  as  it  wus,  ncd  to  bear  ; on  Scull's  iniip  of  1770.  Formerly  on  itsl>'uiki! 


banger  and  thirst  at  the  annie  time.”  For  the  i 
first  time  on  tba  19th  of  .\iigust  we  stood  at! 


ne.'ir  the  cectre  of  the  township  n cuppi  r-inins 
wa.s  woikeu.  Sara'oga  run,  though  fuily  nhosit 
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POTTSGROVE, 


this  place  and  a.s  vie  gazed  on  the  river  mused  s three  and  n-!ialf  miles  in  length,  fiirniehis  vaiu- 
oa  this  occurrence,  and  after  surveying  the  1,  able  wa'ei-powor.  It  rises  by  two  branches 
SBrrounuing  scenery,  we  were  struck  with  the  , in  New  Hanover  tuwnship,  witli  a general 
idea  what  a glorious  subject  it  would  be  for  a : southwest  course,  nnd  crnpels  in  Pottsgvove  four 
painting.  Tiie  crossing  of  the  American  army,  ^ grist  and  three  saw  mills.  Thi.s  stream  has  an 
breast  deep,  over  the  Schuylkill!  May  some  $ Indirin  name,  and  we  find  it  variously  spelled, 
•rtilt  take  thehint,  J On  Scull's  map  of  1770,  Senitoga,  on  Howeli'a 

) map  of  1702,  Sariiloga,' and  on  the  county 
j maps  of  IS  10  and  18.77,  Saratoga. 

^ .Among  the  natural  curiosities  of  Montgomery 
i county,  may  be  inoutioned  the  Ringing  Rock.*, 
as  they  are  called  on  Stone  hi  I,  which  are  situ- 
ated about  three  miles  norllirast  of  Pottstown. 

/ 

The  townshipof  Pottsgrove  is  bounded  north-  ■ -After  enjoying  the  hospir.ilities  of  Isa.ae  F. 
M»al  by  Donghas  and  New  Hanover,  soutbeast  <.  A'oat,  E-q.,  bite  county  commissioner,  who 
by  Limerick,  south  by  the  Schuylkill,  south- l’  fe^ide  s near  by,  ho  accompanied  us  to  this  no'el 
Wtsst  by  Pottstown,  and  west  and  northwest  by  i place  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  .August, 
Berks  county.  Its  length  is  five  niiles,  and  ■,  and  pointed  out  the  most  interesting  ob- 
average  breadth  three  nnd  a-half,  with  an  area  ' jects  for  inspection.  To  him  of  course  we  ars 
of  eleven  thousand,  sis  humlref!  acres.  The  , nuioh  indebted  for  some  valuable  information, 
entire  southern  part  of  the  township,  especially  l’  The  Ringing  Rocks  consist  of  a bed  of  trap 
that  portion  wliicb  lies  between  the  Reading  , rocks,  e-vceedingly  bard  and  compact,  and  which 
turnpike  and  the  river,  is  fertile  and  well  ciil-  1,  on  being  struck  wuMi  a bar.uner  ring  like  iron, 
tivnted.  The  eastern  part  is  move  rolling,  and  J They  cover  about  one  and  a-half  acres  of 

towards  the  Douglas,  New  Hanover  and  Lime-  ) ground,  and  con.sisi  of  a number  of  rocks  piled 

rick  line  is  quite  hilly.  Soma  of  the  eminen-  , on  one  another,  within  wliich  space  no  tree.',  or 
€C8  are  of  tolerable  elevation,  among  the  most  hushes  are  found  growing.  They  are  entirely 
prominent  of  which  can  be  named  Ringing  hill,  ■ surrounded  by  woods  and  are  on  the  properly 

Rtone  hill.  Prospect  hill  and  the  Fox  hills.  The  , of  Abraham  Mench.  The  largest  rnckt*  we  sup- 

soil  on  these  elevations  is  generally  thin  and  ■'  pose  would  weigh  from  five  to  twenty-five  tons 
very  stony.  f-  each,  and  some  of  the  apertures  are  visible  to 

Pottsgrove  is  pretty  well  watered  by  the  ; the  d.epth  of  twenty-five  feet.  A great  many 
Msnat.awcy  and  Sprogels  creeks,  ftaratog.a  and  ■ names  have  been  pricked  or  scratched  on  these 
Ooose  ruos  and  their  various  branches-  ] rock.s  h3'  visitors,  some  not  without  eonsi.Ierii- 
iHe  l.'irgest  of  which  is  the  Manatawny,  which  , ble  lab.ir.  .V  number  of  impressions  on  them 
rises  iu  Rockland  township,  Berks  county,  and  ; weie  '■liown  us,  nuinng  which  were  three  elose- 


nftcr  a general  southeast  course  of  ebufit  eight- 
een mites,  empties  info  the  Srliuylkill  at 
t'i9  hjroagh  of  Puttstowu.  Of  itsleagih  two 
miles  are  in  this  township,  in  whirh  d s'nrce 
it  propels  three  gristmills,  the  remainder  being 
in  Berks.  The  e.arliest  mention  we  have  found 


]y  j-esembli ng  the  human  foot,  from  three  to 
.six  inches  iu  depth,  ami  also  a number  veaem- 
bliiig  the  tracks  of  horses,  elephants,  and  ean- 
nun  balls  of  from  si.x  to  twelve  iiiche«  iu  diame- 
t T.  The  soumls  emitted  by  those  rocks  are 
various,  depending  on  their  size  and  ‘shape;  for 


of  this  stream,  is  from  n visit  of  flovernor  Oor-  - some,  when  struck,  resemble  tlie  ringing  of  an- 
dun  in  its  vicinity  in  1728.  He  calls  it  the  : vibs,  others  nf  church  beds  with  all  the  inter- 
** Mabanatawny.”  It  is  an  Indian  n.anie,  and  mwliate  tones.  In  fact  there  ia  not  a nets  in 
Iteckewelder  says  in  their  langu.agc  it  signified  - music  that  h.as  not  here  a corresponding  key. 
"where  we  dr.ank.”  Sprogels  run  is  wholly  in  j .As  .Aristotle  li.as  staled  lliat  in  every  block  of 
this  township  and  rises  in  the  Fox  hills,  and  \ marble  tliere  is  a statue,  but  ii  took  a seulptcr 
»ft«r  % southeast  cour.sp  of  four  miles  emptie*  !■  to  find  it,  » > it  might  bo  s.aid  of  iheee  rocks, 
into  iho  Schuylkill.  It  propels  only  a clover  in  every  one  there  ie  grmie  note  t;i  nu;»;c. 


rOTTSGIiOVE. 


hut  It  woulj  bCiH  I'cquii'fl  tlie  niJ  of  a •'  town  and  Ringing  liill,  among  wliiidi  the  mn^t 
innsicinn  to  verify  it.  In  conseqvience,  it  lias  / noted  wa.s  niaine's  copper  mine  on  SprogcVe 
been  proposed  to  hold  a concert  here,  under  ^ run.  However,  they  l ave  all  for  some  time 
the  direction  of  some  experienced  master,  on  ^ been  discontinmd,  and  we  believe  have  never 
pome  Fourth  nf.luly,  for  the  purpose  of  play-  ) proved  profitable. 

ing  our  national  airs  by  the  music  of  the.se  ;i  Gba.sgow  is  thelargest  village  in  the  township, 
melts  a'one.  By  the  impressions  and  hanl- i;  and  is  si l luited  os  the  Manatawny  creek,  about 
ness  of  them  we  are  led  to  infer  tiiat  they  were  1 a mile  north  of  Pottstown.  It  contains  about 
nriginally  soft,  hut  hy  being  subjected  to  ;i  twenty  houses  and  a large  merchant,  grist  and 
on  intense  heat  deep  in  the  earth,  have,  by  a i;  sawmill,  belonging  to  Gen.  James  Rittenhouse, 
violent  eruption,  been  nplieavod  to  the  surface  . who  abso  owns  tho  old  forge  and  furnace.  It 
and  then  cooled  off.  Geologists  thus  accoiird  i,  is  said,  in  consequence  of  the  decline  in  tho 

for  the  formation  of  trappean  matter  and  ( iron  business,  tho  village  is  not  ns  prosperous 

which  we  are  led  to  believe  is  the  cause  of  their  ; as  formerly.  Iron  wnvlis  are  mentioned  ns 
shape,  hardness,  color  and  position,  in  small  i having  been  established  on  tho  Mnnatawny  as 
surfaces  of  great  depth.  The  German  inliabl- ' early  as  1 728  ; but  we  are  unable  to  say  wheth- 
tants  of  the  neighborhood  from  an  early  period  ' er  at  this  place.  From  Scull’s  map  we  know 

have  given  this  hill  the  name  of  Klingleherg,  ' that  ••  .'.IcCall’s  Forge”  was  here  before  1770. 

signifying  P.inging  hill.  Of  late  years  these  . (’rooked  Hill  is  the  name  of  a village  on  the 
rocks  have  become  quite  a harbor  for  foxes,  who  Reading  turnpike,  three  miles  below  Pottstown 
commit  consider.ahle  depredations  on  the  poul-  ' and  thirty-two  from  Philadelphia.  Itcont.ains 
try  of  the  neighborhood.  On  the  west  end  of  an  inu,  post  office,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a 
Slone  hill,  about  two  miles  frem  Pottstown,  a largo  grist  mill,  propeiled  by  the  Saratoga  run, 
fine  view  is  obtained  of  the  surrounding  conn-  and  thirteen  houses.  TIjo  bind  in  the  vicinity 
try.  The  hills  of  the  Scliuylkill  can  he  (raced  is  quite  rolling  and  well  cultivated, 
in  Cliester  and  Berks  counties  for  thirtv  or  Near  the  mouth  of  Saratoga  run  is  Rees’ 
forty  miles.  grist  mill  and  two  houses.  The  Reading  r.sil- 

Pottsgrove,  according  to  the  cen-us  of  1810,  r road  crn.sses  the  stream  here  by  a handsome 
contained  lo71  inhabitants;  in  1820.  18S2  : in  stone  bridge  of  two  arches,  twenty-oig’ut  fs>  t 
1820,  1202  : in  18-10.  ROOI,  antL-in  18-')0,  IfiSO.  above  the  water.  Near  by  is  Ileistei’s  ford. 
In  1823  it  cont.iined  2-‘i2  taxables  ; in  18-10,  over  the  Schuylkill,  which  is  consiiicrably  tra- 
and  in  18-5S,  aOu.  By  the  triennial  ns-  veled  by  wagons  to  and  from  Chester  county, 
ressment  of  IS-IS.  the  real  estate  was  valued  at  The  country  in  this  vicitiily  is  extremely  rugged 
8-81S.51 1 , n nd  the  horses  and  neat  cat  tie  at  SI  o,- J and  liilly.  .lust  below  the  borough  of  Potts- 
IHfi.  In  May,  1 S-28.  it  contained  three  inns  and  town,  near  the  Pleading  railroad,  is  a very  an • 
three  stores.  Pottsgrove  contains  eleven  clent  grave-yarrl,  where  are  buried  meDihcrs 
•chools,  an<l  for  the  school  year  ending  wlili  of  the  families  of  Sprogel,  Grob,  p.eohtel  and 
•lune  1st,  lS-27,  were  open  only  four  months,  Rhoades.  Some  of  the  stones  were  deciphered 
and  attended  by  four  luindred  and  eighty-five  with  ditliculty.  The  mort  ancient  anuoiu'ccs 
scholars.  The  sum  of  ,?1,4.'0  was  levied  to  ■ a death  ir.  1710. 

defray  the  expenses  cf  the  same.  The  Read-  Pott‘:grnTe  was  erected  info  a township  in 
ing  railroad  p.asses  nearly  through  the  whole  ^ 1807,  and  its  territory  was  taken  from  the 
length  of  the  township,  a distance  of  five  miles,  townships  of  Ltoughis  and  New  Hanover.  Thu 
but  has  no  station.  The  Readiing  turnpike'  upper  lialf  of  its  area  was  originally  comprised 
passes  through  it  nearly  «i.x  miles.  The  only  ■ in  Douglas  and  the  remainder  in  New  Hanover, 
vill.ages  are  Glasgow  and  Crooked  Hill.  At  the  William  Penn,  the  25lli  of  Octolier,  1701,  con- 
latter  place  there  is  a post-office.  In  I8",o'  veyed  to  Ids  son,  John  Penn,  a tract  of  twelve 
Pottsgrnve  contained  three  hundred  and  eight  thousand  acres  of  land,  wliich  tiie  latter,  tho 
houses  and  one  hun-lrcd  and  .'^ixty-eitriit  farms,  i 20th  of  June,  I72.-'i,  snhl  to  George  McCall,  n 
We  are  satisfied  from  the  number  of  bouses^  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  sum  of  2. UOi.' 
erected  in  thi.s  township  within  the  last  .six  guineas,  or,  in  our  present  currency,  39,o32. 
years  that  the  por>ulation  must  have  consider  ' fbi  a re-survey  it  was  fnun  1 to  contain  fonrtesn 
a’oiy  increased.  Tiiree  onpp,j|- were  for-  thou  mud  and  sixty  acres.  Tills  purchase  yom- 
merlv  wor’-'ed  ortweeu  the  horougli  of  p,-j(ta-  ' prised  all  nf  the  present  township  of  Douglas 
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nncl  the  upper  half  of  Poltagrovc  aiid  the  whole 
of  Pcttstowii  to  the  Schuylkill.  Wo  know  from 
the  recorila  that  down  to  ITri.'l  it  wm  commi  n- 
ly  called  “.McCall's  Manor.’’  .Inhn  Putt--,  in 
17G3,  lived  in  Pottsgrove,  now  called  i’,j(  ta'own, 
after  whom  both  the  borough  and  this  township 
iavs  been  called.  The  elections  of  I'.ittsgrove 
an  '1807  were  ordered  to  be  held  at  PoUstewn. 

Among  (he  first  settlers  of  the  townsliip  wins 
John  Henry  Sprogel,  ■who,  with  his  brother, 
Lodwick  Christian  Sprogel,  by  invitation  of 
William  Penn,  came  to  this  country  from  Hol- 
land. In  the  beginniog  of  170-3  we  know  they 
were  both  naturalized.  John  Henry  piin  hased 
here  about  six  hundred  acres,  on  which  he 
pet'leJ  with  his  family.  The  present  SprogePs 
run  was  called  after  him  and  'dovr,s  through  this 
■tvaot.  From  a stone  in  theanclcnt  gravc-yar  1, 
-«ast  of  the  borough  lip.e,  we  learn  that  his 
wife,  D,orothea,  died  the  7th  of  August,  1718, 
.-aged  forty’  years.  From  another  stone  we  b-.arn 
•a  son,  Frederick,  died  in  17 IG,  aged  one  year. 
By  these  dates  we  infer  tliat  he  must  have 
Been  nearly  Cue  first  that  resided  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  present,  borough.  liodwick  Cliria- 
tian  Sprogel,  we  believe,  resided  in  Piiiladel- 
phia  and  was  a m'an  of  education.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1728,  he  presented  a donation  of  books  to 
the  library  of  Christ  church,  chiefly  largo 
folios,  bound  in  parehnieut.  The  same  year 
the  congregation  of  the  church  purcitase-1  the 
organ  from  hi<43  for  £20\3,  vrliich  w.as  used  till 
176-3,  when  a larger  one  was  snnstituted. 
These  are  all  the  facts  we  are  at  pre.scnc  ena- 
bled to  give  of  this  family. 

XXII. 

POTTSTOWX. 

The  borough  of  Pottstown  is  situaied  on  the 
north  aide  of  the  Schuylkill  river,  at  the  mouth 
of  Mauatawny  creek,  twenty  mile.s  from  Nor- 
ristown and  thirty-seven  from  Phihidelphia. 
It  contains  an  area  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  acres,  wliieh  was  whoi'y  taken  frotii  Potts- 
grove township,  on  its  erection  into  a borough 
,in  1813.  It  is  bounded  ou  the  northeast  an>l 
west  by  Pottsgrove,  nortinvest  by  the  .Mana- 
taway  creek,  aovl  south  and  southwest  by  the 
i''('buylki!l  river,  on  which  it  lm;-i  a front  of 
^hreo  fourths  of  a mile,  and  eitends  bui-k  from 


the  same  about  h.alf  a mile.  Few  towns  have 
- a bamPomer  location  ; the  land  lies  high  and 
^ gently  rolling,  with  plenty  of  room  for  its  fu- 
' lure  growth,.  In  its  vicinity  is  a fertile  coun- 
' try  on  which  are  a number  of  fine  faru'.s  which 
:-  have  l.ieen  nuicli  improved  within  the  last  ten 
years. 

\ The  streets  of  the  town  are  laid  out  very  reg- 
; iil.'ir  and  wide,  and  cross  each  other  at  right 
' angles.  Deginuiug  at  the  river  and  running 
parallel  with  it,  are  the  folio -.ving  streets:  Vi'a- 
, ter,  Laurel,  C'hcrry,  South,  Queen,  High,  King, 
I'hesnut,  Walnut  and  lieech.  At  right  angles 
: with  these,  and  beginning  at  the  Manatawuy 

■ creek,  are  York,  Hanover,  Penn,  CharloUe,; 

. Kvans,  Fianklin,  M’asliington  and  Warren. 

' The  Ilea-ling  railread  is  located  on  Queen  strec-t 
-,  and  the  Heading  pike  on  iiigh  street.  The 
■’  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  is  nt  the  estremiiy 
, of  IL'inovcr  street.  Besides  the  aforesaid,  there 
^ are  several  smaller  stioets,  as  Apple  and  Ilub- 

’cy- 

j The  lo-TougU  of  late  years  has  rapidly  in- 
creased  in  population.  .-Iccording  to  the  cen- 
' sns  of  1830  it  contained  six  hundred  an-1  se- 
venty-six inhabitants  ; in  18-10,  seven  hundred 

■ and  twenty-one,  and  in  1830,  sixteen  haa-lred 
\ and  sixty-fouf.  In  1828  it  contained  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  taxahles  ; in  1849,  thre.e 
hundred  nud  eighty-eight,  and  in  1838,  five 

> hundred  and  nine.  From  the  census  of  'iS36 

■ we  learn  that  it  then  contained  three  hundred 

■ and  twenty-eight  houses  and  three  farms.  By 
the  triennial  assessment  of  1838,  the  real  ea- 

■;  tato  was  v;ilued  at  ,5316,675,  and  the  horses 
i,  and  cattle  at  $-1307.  At  the  present  .time  Lt.uoii- 
tains  tiiiity-scveu  stores,  as  follows:  six  iner- 

■ chandise,  five  boot  and  shoe,  five  confectiuu- 
; ery,  fnur  clothing,  two  stove,  two  hardware, 

two  grocery,  two  jewelry,  two  drug,  one  trim- 
i miug"',  one  b.at,  one  dry  gon.-P,  one  leather. 

; one  hook  and  stationery,  one  tobacco  and  ou« 
r provis'on  store,  besides  one  lumber  and  sir 
'.  co.al  yards.  It  also  contains  seven  .churches, 

' eight  public  and  two  private  schools,  five  ho- 
tels, two  rolling  mills,  two  fire  engines,  a bank, 

: library,  tannery,  gasworks  and  the  extensive 
^ machine  shops  of  the  Reading  railroad. 

I The  first  house  of  worship  built  in  Pott.stowa 
; was  the  Quaker  meetiiig  house  which  was  ercct- 
( ed  some  tl:no  previous  to  17'J3.  The  present 
. meeting  hou.se  is  asmall  one  story  brick  buiM- 
j iiig.  The  Lutherau.s  and  Qonnan  Reformed 
hold  worship  in  the  Union  church,  wbioti  is  a 
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large  two  story  brick  edilice  with  a cupola.  , works  wont  iuto  openuion  in  1850.  To  this 
The  Liuberiin  clergyman  is  the  llev.  George  , time  the  place  pos.scsses  no  waterworks.  la 
F.  Miller,  and  the  German  Keformed  the  llev.  [ ISilS  S.  iloj'er  published  here  two  weekly 
M.  C.  ?tra?aburger.  .Utaclied  to  this  church  ^ newspapers,  the  ''  Mont;jomcrrj  RejnthHcan"  and 

is  a fine  graveyard  containing  about  two  acres.  I “/^^.r'.ddyocrt/,”  in  German.  In  1802  "The 

The  Episcopal  church  is  built  of  stone,  iu  the  J American  Star"  was  published  here,  which,  not 
Gothic  style,  with  a high  spire.  Its  pastor  is  ; long  after,  gave  way  to  the  “ rotutown  Jour- 
the  Rev,  Aaron  Christman.  Iha  present  j ntil."  The  only  paper  now  published  here  is 
church  was  erected  in  18d7,  when  the  previous  tlie  " ^lordcjomery  Lcdyer,"  by  Davis  and  IVii- 
one,  which  hnd  teen  built  in  1822,  was  torn  | liamson,  whicii  commenced  its  career  in  1844. 
eJowm  Tlie  Presbyterian  church  is  a barge  ^ The  Ferkiomen  and  Reading  turnpike  road 
suvl  handsome  structure  with  the  highest  spire  \ was  made  under  the  acts  of  -March  20th,  1810, 
in  the  town.  Its  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  ^ c.-nd  February  13th,  1810,  and  passes  through' 
Robert  Cruikshanks.  The  Methodist  church  \ Pottstown.  ft  was  commeuced  in  1811  and 
is  a one  story  building  erected  in  1838.  The  ' finished  in  181o,  and  extends  from  Reading  to' 
Catholic  church  at  present  is  under  the  charge  < the  Ferktomcn  Bridge,  a distance  of  twenty- 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis.  The  Baptist  church  ( nine  miles.  It  cost  $7000  per  mile,  the  State 
was  built  in  the  summer  of  and  is  n large  > subscribing  $53,000.  The  canal  of  the  Schuyl- 

aud  handsome  two  story  building.  The  town  ,■  kill  navigation  company  is  on  the  opposite  side 
Contained  one  house  of  worship  in  li'.'5  ; two  , of  the  river.  The  bridge  over  the  Manatawny 
in  1832,  and  four  in  jj12.  The  llev.  ].  Imund  creek  is  built  of  cton-c  and  was  completed  in 
Leaf,  who  is  a native  of  this  place,  informed  us  j,  1805.  The  county  commissioners,  by  an  act  of 
that  not  thirty  years  ago  all  tlie  preaching,  ^ March  25lb,  1803,  were  empowered  to  colieci: 
(excepting  by  the  R'uakers.)  was  done  iu  tlie  '■  (oil  on  tliis  bridge  which  wa.s  to  go  towards  de- 
German  language.  .\t  tlie  nortlieast  end  of  the  j fraying  its  expeuse.s  while  bididing.  The 
town  is  a cemetery  wbicli  is  laid  out  witii  walks  bridge  over  the  Schuylkill  at  tliis  place  -was  in- 
and  planted  with  shrubbery  and  trees.  It  ' corporated  by  an  act  of  lUarch  5th,  ISIO.  Pc 
contains  a number  of  handsome  monuments.  , was  commeuced  in  1820,  and  was  made  passn- 
The  biKough  contains  eight  public  schools,  ( pjo  in  1821.  It  measures  between  the  nhut- 
whioh,  for  the  school  year,  ending  with  June  ' ments  three  hundred  and  forty  feet,  is  tweaty- 
1st,  1857,  were  open  six  months  and  attended  / eight  feet  wide  and  eighteen  feet  aliove  thw 
by  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  scholars.  \ water.  Its  total  cost  w.as  nearly  SM.OOO.  o? 
The  sum  of  $1,400  wis  levied  to  J.efray  tlie  i which  sum  the  State  subscribed  $3,000.  The 
expenses  of  the  same.  The  public  scliooHiouse F.-eading  railroad  crosses  the  Manatawny  m 
is  a large  two  story  brick  building,  erected  in  . short  distance  below  the  turnpike  by  a sub-- 
1854.  The  academy,  whicn  was  Imili  in  1834,  I;  stantial  stone  bridge  of  five  arches  and  onw 
is  a remarkably  quaint  looking  editic?  of  stone,  ,■  tliousand  and  seventy-one  feet  in  length, 
one  story  high.  Fottstown  contains  ECTcral  : Of  the  various  improvements  pa.ss;ng  through 

excellent  schools.  The  Cottage  Fomaic  Semi-  1;  the  place  none  singly  have  contributed  so  much 
nary  is  a fine  large  three  story  building,  ot  ^ to  the  prosperity  of  the  town  ns  the  Reading 
which  the  llev.  Robert  Cruikshanks  i.s  princi-  , railroad.  The  company  by  whom  this  graml 
pal.  Mr.  M.  Meigs  has  a tine  bunding-,  on  an  work  was  constructed  was  cliartered  the  4th  of 
elevation  near  the  Female  seminary,  for  lioys.  j April,  1833.  Surveys  were  shortly  after  made 
These  institutions  are  both  situated  near  the  and  before  the  lapse  of  another  ys  ir  it  was  placed 
P.eading  pike  at  the  ea-'t  end  of  tlie  town.  i under  contract  as  far  ns  this  borough.  On  thef 
The  Bank  of  Fottstown  was  incorporated  in  S 0th  of  DecGmticr,  1630,  the  road  was  opened 
1857,  ami  went  into  operation  in  Ootober  of'  from  the  city  to  Reading,  a distance  of  fifty- 
the  same  year.  Henry  Fofts  is  ITcsident  and  nine  miles.  It  was  not  completed  to  Fottsvilie 
Wra.  Miutrer  cashier.  The  iilirnry -.vas  foninf-  till  the  liegiimiug  of  1812,  when  it  was  opened 
e<l  about  184..),  ynd  contains  ot  present  one  witii  considovaiile  display.  The  total  length  of 
thousand  and  fifty  voivtmes.  Ib  II.  Reim  tiic  roml  is  iiinety-eigiit  miles,  and  co.st  $1D- 
is  librarian.  There  was  a previous  liln-iry  ' 2fi'2,7‘_’(>.  For  the  year  coding  witii  Jnnuary 
horo  which  was  comiiiencod  before  1831,  but  • Jst,  i '.5'.),  nearly  one  inlllion,  .-even  linndre'/ 
eeverc!  yc.ars  afterwivds  wont  down.  Tlie  gas-  i ll,i;tisutid  tM,:j  of  coal  were  sent  "ver  this  lixo, 
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being  (In-co  linri'lro'.l  lliomaml  tons  uiore  thiin 
bfd  pasacd  wllLiii  the  sniiie  time  over  tlie  i 
Schuylkill  uavigatioii.  The  ruilroail  compiiny  : 
have  erected  atvenil  extensive  machine  atiops  ; 
in  I’ottstown,  chiefly  fur  reiuiirs  of  trucks,  ■ 
bridges,  cars  and  locomotives.  The  dimensions 
of  the  largest  shop  is  one  luiudred  and  fifty-  , 
hoe  by  eighty-one,  the  secon  l one  hundred  ,■ 
and  eighty-one  by  forty-otie,  and  tlie  next  iu 
eire  is  eighty-one  by  forty-four  feet.  The  ' 
passenger  depot 's  a handsome  two  story  stone 
building  with  a cupola.  At  the  east  end  of  the  ; 
town  the  company  have  an  csi  iblishment  by  \ 
steam  for  preparing  sills.  It  is  B-iid  if  ail  the  , 
locouioti vjis  anJ  passenger  and  freight  cars  he-  ' 
longing  to  the  company  were  placed  togetlieron 
a single  track,  they  would  extend  in  length  a 
distance  of  over  fifteen  miles.  The  author  has  ^ 
counted  ninety-five  cars  loaded  with  coal  on  1 
this  road  drawn  by  a single  locomotive,  ami  ’ 
was  told  of  tlis  uumber  being  as  high  as  one 
hundred  auj  fifty-five.  ' 

The  towtt  rccoived  its  name  from  John  Potts, 
an  enterprising  miller,  who,  in  IToJ,  reside. 1 . 
here,  and  was  tlieu  known  ixj?  Pottsgruve.  Not  i 
long  previous  he  liad  lived  on  liis  extensive 
plantation  and  luills  in  Colebrookdale,  in  Uerks  < 
county.  It  is  said  that  he  erected  the  first  mill 
on  the  Manatawuy  creek,  near  the  present  bo-  ' 
rough,  and  that  he  built  the  large  two  story 
stone  house,  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek,  'I 
now  owned  by  Mr,  Davis.  Its  dimensions  are  5 
about  forty-six  by  twenty-eight  feet,  and  the  ; 
stones  have  been  nicely  dressed  into  squares.  ;■ 
It  is  said  when  this  house  was  built,  ou  nccouut  \ 
of  its  size,  it  was  regarded  with  wonder  by  the  ; 
people  of  this  sectiou  of  the  country.  There  1 
is  a tradition  that  Washijigton  in  the  Revolution,  1 
while  in  this  vicinity,  male  it  his  head-qufir- 
ters.  Mr.  Potts  was  the  father  "f  Isaac  Pott?,  1 
who  erected  tl»e  first  forge  at  Valley  Forge.  : 
Mr.  Davis  als-o  owns  the  large  three  story  flour  ; 
mill  near  his  rosideuce.  It  was  here  where  ' 


John  I’otts  had  his  mill.  The  present  building 
WHS  erected  iu  1814. 

Vi’nshington,  with  liis  army,  crossed  Ih 
Schuylkill  at  Parker’s  Ford,  five  miles  below 
this  place,  .“lieptcmber  KUh,  1777,  and  proceed- 
ed to  this  vicinity,  where  tlie  army  remained 
while  the  Britibli  marclieJ  to  Philadeipliia.  How 
long  the  army  continued  in  this  neighborhood 
is  not  exactly  known,  but  probably  not  much 
over  a week,  for  we  know  tliat  on  IheflSth  they 
were  encamped  at  Skippack.  In  a letter  from 
tills  place,  dated  September  28d,  Washington 
says  that  more  tiiau  one  ihoUsaud  of  his  men 
were  barefooted,  and  that,  "wing  to  the  want  of 
shoes,  he  was  unable  to  make  forced  marches. 

From  Scott's  Gazetteer  we  learn  that  iu  1795 
there  was  a posl-oflice  here,  which  at  that  time 
was  the  only  one  in  the  county.  Cy  an  act  of 
Assembly,  passed  April  8tli,  1802,  the  elections 
of  Limerick  and  parts  of  Douglas  an.!  New 
Hanover  were  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  bouso 
of  George  Pflelger,  of  this  town.  .After 
the  erection  of  the  borough  the  town  was  iaid 
out  and  surveyed  by  Thomas  Daird,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1828.  In  January,  1529,  the  name  of  the 
post-office  was  changed  to  its  present  one  of 
Pott.“town.  In  1832  the  place  contained  nearly 
one  hundred  dwellings,  a mill,  four  stores,  four 
taverns  and  two  churches.  In  consequence  of 
the  iucrease  of  population,  the  borough,  by  an 
act  of  .Asseniby,  passed  March  16th,  18-12,  was 
divided  into  two  wards,  which  continue  to  tho 
present  time,  one  being  called  the  Last  and  the 
other  the  West  ward. 

Benjamin  B.  Yoc-t,  forraeidy  Register  of  the 
county,  and  now  aged  seventy-two  years,  in- 
formed us  tiiat  he  well  remembers  when  they 
c lugiit  sh.'id  and  herring  in  tho  river  here  iu 
abundance.  Hon.  Jacob  S.  Yost,  formerly 
membei  of  Congress,  but  at  present  United 
States  Marshal  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  a resident  of  this  borough. 
The  population  of  Pottstown,  at  this  time,  is 
probably  two  thousand  eight  huudred- 
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their  march  with  a powerful  army  to  Philsdel- 
phia,  io  the  fall  cf  1777,  Mr.  Roberts  joined 
them  and  gave  information  how  they  might 
Among  the  first  that  came  from  Wales  and  J capture  Lis  friends,  who  were  then  on  their 
settled  in  Lower  !Mcrion,  was  the  Roberts  fariii-  j way  to  exile. 

ly.  They  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends  5 After  the  British  had  taken  possession  of  the 
and  were  distinguished  for  their  industry,  en-  j city,  Joseph  Galloway  was  appointed  superin- 
terpriso  and  respectability.  The  subject  of  ) teedeut  general  of  the  police,  and  Mr.  Roberts 
this  notice,  we  may  s.ay,  was  born  to  wealth,  i acted  as  spy  and  agent  for  him,  giving  him  in- 
and  from  his  position  in  society  exerted  more  formation  of  the  residence  and  whereabouts  of 
or  less  influence  with  those  he  came  in  cout.act.  1 the  most  prominent  whigs  who  lived  in  the  vi- 
We  may  call  him,  by  his  business,  a farmer;  j cinity  of  the  city.  In  June,  1778,  the  British 
but  he  was  generally  known  as  John  Roberts,  j evacuated  Philadelphia  and  this  placed  Mr. 
the  Miller,  to  distinguish  him  from  others  f Roberts  in  an  unfortunate  position,  especially 
bearing  the  name  in  that  vicinity.  Our  infer-  ' as  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate.  Ro 
matiou  respecting  his  early  life  is  scant,  indeed,  / doubt,  if  it  would  not  h.ave  been  for  Ibis,  he 
but  we  shall  cheerfully  give  such  as  we  have  J would  have  followed  their  departure.  The 
been  enabled  to  secure  while  prosecuting  re-  j Americans  arrested  him,  and  after  a long  trial 
searches  on  other  matters,  < and  close  examination  he  was  found  guilty  as  a 

In  1773,  with  several  others,  he  was  appoint-  ^ traitor  to  his  country.  Powerful  efforts  were 
cd  by  the  Assembly  one  of  the  commissioners  j now  made  by  his  friends,  ns  well  as  a number  of 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Schuylkill.  ardent  whigs,  to  save  him — but  in  vain.  He 
A convention  for  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  i was  publicly  executed  in  the  city,  with  Abra- 
was  held  at  Phiiadoipbia  from  the  -3d  to  the  ! ham  Carlisle,  in  November  of  the  same  year. 
28th  of  January,  177.5,  of  v.  hich  l;e  w.ns  one  of  His  remains  were  interred  by  the  side  of  his  an- 
the  twelve  delegates  from  Philadelphia  county.  cestors  in  the  grave-yard  of  the  ancient  Lower 
The  object  of  this  conventiou  was  lo  endeavor  , Merlon  meeting  house.  His  real  estate  w.as 
to  get  the  Assembly  to  pass  a law  to  prohibit  ) confiscated  and  ordered  to  be  sold  at  the  court 
the  future  importation  of  slaves.  The  Revo-  ; home,  in  Philadelphia,  the  21st  of  June,  1780. 
lution  next  followed,  and  as  the  contest  waxed  His  homestead  contained  three  hundred  acres, 
warmer  and  warmer,  the  people  accordingly  } with  a good  mansion  house,  two  grist  mills,  a 
espoused  the  c.ause  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  < saw  mill,  paper  mill  and  several  tenant  houses, 
parties.  Mr.  Roberts  at  first  remained  neutral,  ) Adjoining  this  was  a farm  of  seventy-eight 
and  it  is  said  was  not  at  least  an  active  parti-  ' acres,  and  on  the  Schuylkill  another  property 
cipaut  till  after  the  banishment  of  several  in-  '<  of  three  hundred  acres,  with  three  dwelling 
fluential  Friends  by  the  .\mericaus  from  Phila-  houses,  a saw  mill,  powder  mill  and  oil  mill, 
delpbia  under  a guard  to  Reading,  and  from  ' Tbo  proceeds  of  these  sales  were  ordered  to  be 
thence  to  Virginia.  While  the  British  were  on  applied  to  the  use  of  the  University  of  Fenn- 
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pylvania.  All  the  aforesaid  property  was  io  \ 

Lower  Merion,  and  a part  of  the  homestead  is  ! 

DOW  owned  by  Samuel  llobesou.  j 

$ 
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Charles  Thomson  ! 
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/ 
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M’ai  a native  of  Ireland,  ■where  ho  was  horn 
in  1700.  He  came  to  America  in  17-11,  in  com- 
pany  with  his  three  elder  brothers,  and  landed  / 
at  Newcastle,  Delaware.  They  were  all  poor  '• 
and  entirely  dependent  on  their  own  exertions  ■; 
for  a livelihood.  Charles  received  the  greater  / 
part  of  his  education  from  Ur.  Allison,  and  J 
afterwards  became  a teacher  in  an  academy  at  ? 
New  Castle.  In  the  course  of  a few  years  ho  i 
removed  to  Philadelphia  and  formed  an  inti-  j 
mate  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Franklin,  The  J 
troubles  of  Ibe  Revolution  were  now  approach-  \ 
ing,  and  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Continental  i 
Congress  in  the  city,  in  1771,  he  was  called  to  ' 
the  responsible  duty  of  keeping  the  raiuntesof  , 
their  proceedings.  He  continued  to  hold  the  ; 
ofiico  of  secretary  till  after  the  close  of  the  { 
war,  in  1789,  when  he  resigned.  Ho  was  mar-  ; 


extensive  estate  called  Harriton,  in  Lower  . 
Merion,  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  the  i 
remainder  of  bis  days.  The  Abbe  Robin,  who 
w,as  attached  to  Rochambeau’s  staff,  gives  the  \ 
following  description  of  Mr.  Thomson  in  the  ^ 
Revolution  : “ His  meagre  figure,  furrowed 
countenance,  his  hollow  sparkling  eyes,  his 
white,  straight,  hair,  that  did  cot  hang  quite  so 
low  as  his  ears,  fixed  our  thorough  attention, 
and  filled  us  with  surprise  and  admiration.” 
Mr.  Thomson,  from  hie  position,  had  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  to  judge  not  only  the  char- 
acters of  all  the  members  of  Congrcs.s,  but  the 
contra.st  existing  between  the  respective  ses- 
sions, in  virtue  anl  ability  in  conducting  the 
war.  He  often  expressed  himself  unfavorably 
of  the  Congress  of  i777-‘^,  as  not  being  near 
so  zealous,  patriotic  and  able  a body  as  previ- 
ously. it  was  in  this  Congress  that  a certain 
few  wished  to  supplant  Washington  for  Cates, 
and  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  their  tardiness  that 
the  army  at  Whitemarsh  and  Valley  Forge 
Hutfered  so  much  front  the  want  of  proper 
clothing  and  other  i)eco--saric3.  .Mr.  Thomson 
terminated  his  long  c.avcor  the  I dt,)i  of  Angus/.. 


1824,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
He  was  buried  in  a Presbyterian  grave  yard, 
near  the  Baptist  meeting  house,  on  the  Gulf 
road,  where  several  years  afterwards  his  re- 
mains were  removed  to  Laurel  Hill  cemetery, 
where  they  now  repose.  His  mansion  house  is 
still  standing  near  the  present  Green  Tree 
tavern  on  the  Gulf  road,  and  is  flow  owned  by 
Levi  Morris. 


Edward  Ear.mer. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  arrived,  with  hi. 
father,  Jasper  Farmer,  at  Philadelphia,  the 
10th  of  ninth  month,  1685,  in  the  ship  Bristol 
Jlcrchant,  commanded  by  .John  Stephens.  Ed- 
ward settled  on  a large  tract  of  land  near  the 
present  village  of  Whitemarsh,  which  had  been 
purchased  by  his  father.  At  an  early  period 
he  hero  built  a grist  mill  on  the  IVissrihickcn 
creek,  which  in  its  day  was  'widely  known. 
From  the  Colonial  Records  we  know  that  this 
mill  was  erected  some  time  previous  to  1722, 
and  stood  on  the  same  spot  -where  is  now  Sam- 
uel Comly’s  merchant  mill.  From  his  remote 
situation  in  the  woods,  he  early  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  language,  and  on 
«evcral  occasions  acted  as  interpreter  foe  the 
governmeut.  With  John  Sotcher,  in  May, 
1701,  he  was  sent  as  an  agent  to  the  Lehigh 
river,  to  ascertain  the  intentions  of  the  Indians 
of  that  vicinity.  In  1710  the  St.  Thomas’ 

’ Episcopal  church  was  built  on  a lot  of  ground 
; which  he  presented  for  the  purpose.  An  Indi- 
' an  council  was  held  at  his  house  the  19th  of 
: May,  1712,  at  which  was  present  the  Governor, 
Charles  Gooken,  and  several  of  his  friends,  be- 
/ sides  a number  of  Indians.  The  most  promi- 
' nent  cliiefs  at  this  meeting  were  Sasnnan,  Ea- 
lochelan  and  Scolitclijq  the  latter  being  the 
principal  speaker.  Mr.  .Farmer  was  commis- 
sioned ono  of  tho  justices  of  the  courts  of 
) Philadolpbia  county,  in  September,  1704,  .and 
\ continued  to  hold  the  same  for  a period  of 
' nearly  forty  years.  In  1716  ho  was  elected 
’ one  of  the  members  of  Assembly  from  Phila- 
1 delphia  county.  Ho  died  tlio  6d  of  Novem- 
l)or,  1 7 15,  ngeil  seventy-three  years,  and  was 
buried  ill  tlie  grave-yard  attached  to  St.  Tho- 
mas' idiurL’Ii,  wLii're  a stone  is  erected  to  his- 
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memory.  We  believe  there  ere  none  of  the  j ing-grounJ,  on  Camp  Hill,  near  the  line  of 
name  of  Farmer  now  living  in  Whitcmarsh.  | Whitemarsh  and  Upper  Dublin  townships,  lie 
•>  ^ published  a map  from  his  own  surveys,  in  Uhil- 

I adelphia,  in  1759,  of  the  improved  parts  of 
1 Penn‘ylvani  i and  Maryland.  Mr.  Scull  died  at 
1 an  advance  1 ngo,  in  1701,  when  .John  Lukcns,  of 
Nicholas  Scull  I Horsham,  was  appointed  his  successor.  Ilia 

J daughter,  Mary  Scull,  was  married  to  William 
I Biddle,  whose  son,  Edward  Biddle,  was  an  of- 
Vie  are  inclined  to  believe  that  he  wa.s  the  ^ in  the  Devolution,  a member  of  Assembly, 
son  of  Nicholas  Scull  who  arrived  at  Philadel-  s ^ speaker  of  the  Rouse,  and-a  member  of  Con- 
phia,  with  Jasper  Farmer,  in  1085,  and  after-  > gtsss.  William  Scull,  who  published  a large 
wards  settled  in  Whitemarsh,  where  we  know  < niap  of  Pennsylvania,  iu  1770,  was  also  a 
the  subject  of  this  article  resided  for  some  1 grandson.  Mr.  Lukens  appointed  liim  deputy 
lime.  Mr.  Scull,  as  a land  surveyor,  had  few  | surveyor  general.  Afterwards  he  served  in 
equ.als,  and  for  a knowledge  of  the  Indian  Ian-  ^ geographical  dep.artment,  under  Mr  Ers- 
guago  no  superior.  From  what  information  \ from  1778  to  1780. 
we  have  been  enabled  to  procure  rcsp.ecting  | - 

him,  we  are  led  to  believe  he  must  have  recciv- ^ 

ed  a better  education  than  was  generally  given  > 
at  this  early  period  of  our  colonial  history.  S 

In  1722  he  made  the  survey  of  the  road  leading  J JaCOI)  HiTTER. 

from  where  is  now  the  W'illow  drove  to  Cover-  j 
nor  Keith’s  residence,  in  Horsham,  and  from  ! 

this  latter  place  another  road  on  the  couiry  ^ lli.s  parents  were  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Ritter, 
line  to  the  York  road.  He  was  sent  with  h 3 , ''''bo  came  from  Germany,  and  when  they  had 
brother,  .Tohn  Scull,  as  interpreter,  by  Governor  ^ in  America  bound  themselves  as  ser- 

Gordon,  iu  May,  172«,  to  hold  a council  with  ' ''onts  to  pay  for  their  passage.  His  father 
the  Indians  at  Conestoga.  The  san’o  year,  in^so’’'^''!  thrc",  and  his  mothir  four  years 
consequence  of  a disturbance  between  several  1 When  their  servitude  was  over,  they  married 
Indians  and  whites,  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  1 £Vad  settled  in  SpringSeld  township,  Bucks 
New  Hanover  township,  in  this  counfv,  Lo  was  county,  whore  Jacob  was  born  in  1757.  Tlie 
sent  with  presents  to  pacify  the  former,  iu  llevoluiion  breaking  out  he  joined  as  a soldier, 
which  object  he  was  completely  succes.sful.  > and  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine  was  taken  a 
He  was  sent  on  a similar  errand  to  Shamoltin,  1 prisoner  by  some  Hessian.s  ami  confined,  with 
in  1729.  JIp.  Scull,  we  know,  iit  1731  resided  nine  hundred  others,  in  the  prison  nt  Philadol- 
in  Philadelphia,  and  for  several  years  after- phia.  Through  the  influence  of  his  cousin  ami 
wards.  Governor  Thomas,  in  May,  1710,  sent  ' Joseph  Galloway,  the  superintendent  of  police, 
him  to  the  Minesinks  to  settle  a ditficuUy  that  ■ ho  was  discharged  from  confinement.  In  the 
had  arisen  between  a white  man  rtf  the  name  i spring  of  1778  he  m.arricd  Dorothy  Smith  and 
of  Henry  Webb  and  an  Indian,  by  which  the  moved  to  the  city.  After  a residence  there  of 
former  was  wounded.  In  October,  1714,  he  \ several  years  ho  lost  his  wife,  when,  in  the 
was  commissioned  sheriff  of  Philadelphia  coun-  ; spring  of  1794,  he  moved  with  Lis  cliildren  to 
»y.  which  office  he  helil  for  several  years.  The  ; Spiingfield.  Iu  1802  he  married  Ann  Williams, 
Indians  from  Shamokin  having  visited  Gover-  ' of  Buckingliam.  II  iving  eold  his  farm  iu 
nor  Thomas,  iu  Philadelphia,  iu  July,  1715,  he  ' iliehlaud  and  pu' chased  one  iu  Plyriioutli  town- 


was  again  solicited  to  serve  as  interpreter. 
Through  ill  healtlt,  Vt  illiani  Par^^ous  rc'^iguci 
tho  office  of  surveyor  general  of  Pennsyivattia, 
and  in  June,  1718,  Mr.  Scull  was  appointed  in 
his  place,  and  wliieh  he  coutiiuted  to  hold  to 
the  close  of  his  life  — a [.m  iod  of  Ihirteenyears. 


ship,  ho  ui  jve  l on  it  u 18!  2 and  continued  to  re- 
.si.Je  I here,  i r tiie  re  mine  t of  his  life.  He  was 
a 1 iuist'  r :.u.>  n ' Frii  ltd.-  for  fifty  year.s,  and  r.f 
P.ynrjUtn  me^t.„g  ne  i.  ly  tweiity-nine.  llo 
died  the  l-5ih  of  Decemijtr,  1811,  aged  elglity- 
five  year..,  and  his  remaitjs  were  interred  in 


Abigail,  his  wife,  died  in  17.'.3,  in  her  sixty-  t Friends’  burial  ground  at  Plynioutl;.  Though 
fifth  year,  and  was  buried  in  the  f.'.mlly  bury-  | be  never  received  more  tbiin  an  ordinary  edit- 
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oatloD,  he  wrote  a Journal  anJ  memoir  of  his  ! 
life,  which  was  published  in  1844,  with  a pre-  ^ 
face,  additions  and  notes,  by  Joseph  Foulke,  s 
of  Gwynedd.  It  is  a small  duodecimo  of  one  i 
hundred  and  eleven  papes,  from  which  wo  have  [ 
chiefly  prepared  this  sketch.  1 


Andrew  Porter. 

Robert  Porter  was  a native  of  Ireland  and  ; 
emigrated  in  early  life  to  this  country,  and  set-  [ 
tied  in  Worcester  township,  in  this  county,  s 
where  his  son,  Andrew  Porter,  was  born  Sep-  t 
tember  24th,  1743.  His  father  furnished  him  \ 
with  a good  education,  and  in  the  spring  of  ^ 
17G7  he  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  took 
charge  of  an  English  and  mnthenmtical  sciiool,  ^ 
until  the  spring  of  1776.  On  the  10th  of  June,  < 
he  was  commissioned  by  Congress  a captain  of  ; 
marines,  and  ordered  on  board  the  frigate  Ef-  > 
fingham.  He  afterwards  left  the  navy  and  ' 
joined  the  army  as  a captain  and  served  with  ; 
great  gallantry  at  Trenton,  Princeton  and  Bran-  ^ 
dywine.  At  Valley  Forge  he  was  a major  of  a S 
regiment  of  artillery,  and  during  the  war  was  S 
in  considerable  service.  With  David  Kitten-  ' 
house,  in  the  spring  of  1785,  he  was  appointed  \ 
a commissiouer  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  to  s 
ascertain  the  boundary  between  this  St.ate  and  j 
Virginia.  In  the  spring  of  1787,  witli  Andrew  1; 
Ellicott,  he  commenced  the  survey  of  the  nor-  ^ 
them  boundary  of  the  State,  which  was  com-  ^ 
pleted  by  the  middle  of  the  following  Novem-  s 
ber.  Iffaile  engaged  on  this  work,  he  says  : — i, 
“ The  Indians  appear  friendly  and  have  ex-  ^ 
pressed  no  dissatisfaction  to  our  running  the  ;■ 
line."  For  his  services  Governor  Bnyder,  the  ^ 
4th  of  April,  1809,  appointed  him  surveyor  > 
general  of  Pennsylvania,  which  office  he  held  t 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  November  16th, 
1813,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  lie  died  at  > 
Harrisburg,  where  he  was  buried  with  military  ' 
honors  ifi  the  Presbyterian  burying-ground,  and 
a neat  whit-e  marble  monument  designates  the 
spot.  At  the  close  or  the  P.evolution  Mr. 
Porter  was  colonel  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania 
regiment  of  artillery  and  Subsequently  briga- 
dier and  major  general  of  the  second  division 
of  the  militia.  It  is  said  that  President  Madi- 
8oa  offered  biiii  fijo  cou:ii;i.->6ion  of  brigadier 


general  in  the  American  army,  and  also  tho 
office  of  secretary  of  war,  both  of  which  he 
declined.  Mr.  Porter  resided  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  borough  of  Norristown,  nearp  the  Ridge 
turnpike,  in  the  mansion  now  occupied  by  Col. 
Thomas  P.  Knox.  Robert  Porter,  the  general’s 
father,  died  in  1770,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years,  and  is  buried  in  the  Norriton  Fresbyte- 
rian  grave-yard,  where  a large  stone  is  erected 
to  his  memory.  The  sons  of  Andrew  Porter 
have  been  quite  distinguished.  Gen.  David  R. 
Porter  was  governor  of  Pennsylvania  from  1838 
to  1844.  Gen.  James  M.  Porter  has  been  a 
member  of  Assembly,  president  judge  of  the 
iwenty-second  judicial  district,  and  secretary 
of  war  under  President  Tyler.  George  B. 
Porter  was  judge,  United  States  Marshal  of 
the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  sub- 
sequently governor  of  Michigan,  in  which 
office  be  died  in  1834,  in  his  forty-fourth  year, 
.411  these  sons  are  natives  of  this  county,  and 
the  two  former  are  still  living. 


David  Rittenhouse. 

As  numerous  biographical  sketches  of  this 
distinguished  philosophe’  have  at  different 
times  appeared,  an  extended  notice  is  therefore 
deemed  unnecessary.  He  was  the  eldest  sou 
of  Mathias  Rittenhouse,  and  was  born  the  8ih 
of  April,  1732,  at  his  father’s  place  on  the  Wis.- 
saliickoa  creek,  near  Germantown.  lYhile  Da- 
vid was  an  infant  his  father,  with  his  faniily, 
removed  to  a farm  he  hatl  purchased  iu  Norri- 
ton township,  this  county,  a short  dist.auce  east 
of  the  ancient  Presbyterian  church,  on  the 
llesiding  road.  He  was  principally  induced  to 
settle  hero  through  his  brother  Henry  who  had 
preceded  him  several  years  and  who  had  ta- 
ken up  his  abode  in  Worcester  township  in  the 
iramediate  vicinity.  It  was  the  design  of  hia 
father  that  David  should  be  a farmer,  and  from 
his  earliest  years  we  find  him  engaged  iu  as- 
; sistiug  in  the  laborious  duties  of  the  farm.  It  is 
i said  that  in  liis  fourteenth  year,  he  was  actually 
, engaged  in  ploughing  the  fields.  He  exhibited 
; his  tiiccbauical  genius  quite  early,  for  when 
J hardy  ciglit  years  of  age  La  made  a complete 
i water-iniU  in  miulat;ire.  Ilis  younger  'nrcihcr 
j used  to  say,  that  while  he  yyas  employed  in  the 
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fielJs,  be  repeatedly  observed  the  fences,  and  i cases  ofastronotny.”  He  afterwards  construct- 
even  the  plough  with  which  he  had  been  work-  ) ed  another  planetarium  for  the  University  of 
ing,  marked  over  with  mathematical  figures.  ) Pennsylvania.  In  1769  Mr.  Rittenhouse  was 
The  construction  of  a wooden  clock  in  his  se-  ? named  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
venteenth  year  caused  some  astonishment,  as  it  \ American  Philosophical  Society,  to  observe  the 
was  known  that  he  had  not  previously  received  | transit  of  Venus  over  the  sun’s  disk,  which  hap- 
instruction  either  in  mathematics  or  mechan-  < pened  the  third  of  Juno  of  that  year.  His  as- 
ic.s.  Owing  to  the  delicacy  of  his  constifu-  < sistants  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Smith,  the  pro- 
tion  and  the  irre,»istible  bent  of  his  talents,  \ vPstoftheUniversity,JoIinLnkens,Surveyur- 
with  the  consent  of  his  parents,  he  gave  up  farm-  i;  General  of  Pennsylvania,  and  John  Teller,  a 
ing,  and  in  his  eighteenth  year  built  himself  a'  member  of  .'Assembly  from  Chester  county, 
small  but  commodious  workshop  on  bis  fa-  : Their  observations  on  this  occasion  were  made 
ther’s  farm  by  the  side  of  a puMic  road,  and  | at  his  temporary  observatory  on  his  farm.  It  is 
having  obtained  the  necessary  tools,  set  up  the  ^ said  when  be  observed  the  contact  of  that  plan- 
business  of  a clock  and  mathematical  instru-  ^ et  wi'h  the  sun  at  the  moment  predicted,  his 
ment  maker.  Besides  devoting  himself  to  i excitement  became  so  great  that  he  fainted, 
these  labors,  in  his  leisure  he  closely  applied  ? The  same  year  he  was  employed  in  settling  the 
himself  to  the  study  of  mathematics  and  ns-  - boundaries  bet  ween  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
tronomy.  So  industrious  was  he,  and  with  > afterwards  between  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia, 
but  the  aid  of  three  or  four  books,  before  his  \ Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  and  the  latter 
twenty-fifih  year  he  was  enabled  to  read  the  ' State  and  Massachusetts.  In  the  autumn  of 
Prlncipia  of  Newton  in  Latin.  It  is  even  ns-  > li70  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Philadel- 
serted  that  he  di,=covered  the  method  of  Flux-  ; where  he  continued  to  carry  on  his  self- 

ions, and  was  not  aware  of  it  till  .several  venrs  J acquired  occupation  of  a clock  and  matheraati- 
afterwards  that  Newton  and  Leibnitz  had  con-  } cal  Instrument  maker.  While  the  British  forces 
tended  for  the  honor  of  the  discovery  of  which  J under  Sir  William  Howe  held  possession  of  the 
he  bad  deemed  himself  the  author.  In  1764  ] city,  Mr.  Rittenhouse  chiefly  resided  at  Lan- 

Mathias  Rittenhouse  moved  to  his  farm,  which  . caster,  while  his  family  remained  with  his 

lay  nearly  adjoining  in  Worcester  township,  wife’s  relatives  in  Norriton  and  IVorcestcr 
and  gave  the  one  he  had  previously  resided  on,  ; townships. 

of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  to  David,  who,  | held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Pennsy!- 

the  20th  of  February,  1706,  marrieil  Elianor  \ ^^nia  from  1777  to  1789.  He  was  elected  a 
Colston,  daughter  of  Bernard  Cobston,  a re-  ^ member  of  the  American  academy  of  arts  and 
spectable  farmer  in  the  neighborhood.  After  ^ sciences,  at  Boston,  in  1782,  and  of  the  Royal 
this  event  be  continued  to  reside  here  for  a pe-  i,  society  of  London  in  1(96.  In  1791  he  was 
riod  of  about  four  years.  In  1768  he  made  S chosen  the  successor  of  Dr.  Franklin,  as  pre- 
his  first  planetarium  for  the  Princeton  college,  i eident  of  the  American  philosophical  society, 
which  is  regarded  as  a wonderful  piece  of  sci-  ' which  office  he  held  till  hiS  death.  Ho  was, 
entific  mechanism,  and  which  may  still  be  seen  ^ a'so,  in  1792,  appointed  director  of  the  United 
there,  and  for  which  he  received  three  hundred  1 states  mint,  and  continued  in  the  office  till  1795, 
poynds,  Pennsylvania,  currency.  Dr.  Gordon,  \ when  ill  health  induced  him  to  resign.  His 
writing  in  1790,  says  of  this  work:— “There  \ constitution  was  naturally  feeble  and  his  last 
is  not  the  like  in  Europe.  An  elegant  and  ^ illness  was  short  and  painful,  but  his  patience 
neatly  ornamented  frame  rises  perpendicular  ^ *^ud  benevolence  did  not  forsake  him.  He  died 
near  upon  eight  feet,  iu  the  front  of  which  y«u  \ in  the  city  the  26th  of  June,  1706,  aged  sixty- 
are  presented,  in  tlireo  6c,/eral  apartments,  i four  years.  Ills  remains  were  interred  in  the 
with  a view  of  the  celestial  system,  the  motions  ^ cemetery  adjoining  the  Presbyterian  church, 
of  the  planet.s  around  the  sun,  and  the  satiil-  '^  in  Pino  street,  where  a plain  marble  slab  indi- 
lltes  about  the  planets.  The  wheels,  &c.,  that  ^ cates  the  spot.  By  order  of  the  Philoscphical 
produce  the  movement  e.re  behind  the  wooden  ; Society,  Dr.  Rush  delivered,  iu  his  ablest  mau- 
perpendicular  frame  in  which  iLe  (frrery  is  ner,  a handsome  culogium  on  his  life  and 
fixed.  By  suitable  conUlvauces  vou  in  a short  5 virtues,  which  was  afterwards  published, 
time  tell  the  eclipses  of  the  sun  and  raoou  for  i .VUhough  Mr.  Rittcuhouse,  in  Lis  youth,  had 
past  uuJ  ages  to  come;  the  like  iu  o,‘hor  } enjoyed  only  the  advantages  of  a very  limitc.l 
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education,  yet,  in  after  life,  by  his  industry,  -i  sociate  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
energy  and  application,  became  an  accomplish-  \ of  this  county,  was  married  to  a daughter  of 

IV m.  Bull,  who  was  probably  a. 


ed  scholar.  He  coniniuiiicated  several  valuablo 
papers  on  his  favorite  studies,  which  were 
published  in  the  three  first  volumes  of  the  . 
I’hilosophical  Transactions.  lie  understood 
the  Gorman  and  Low  Dutch  languages  well,  j 
ntid  transbited  several  r.rticlts  from  their  rnosf  ; 
celebrated  writers.  T'le  life  of  David  Bitten- 
house  is  an  instance  of  what  can  be  success-  s 
fully  accomplished  by  assiduity  wlien  almost  ; 
unaided  and  under  fhe  most  adverse  circum-  ;> 
stances.  t 


General  Bull, 
brotlicr,  resided  in  Norriton  township  in  1770, 
where  he  had  puichased  a farm  of  Henry  Goa- 
uard. 


ITbnry  Melchior  Muhlenberg. 


\ The  Rev.  11.  51.  Muhlenberg,  the  founder  of 
^ the  distinguished  family  of  this  name,  was  bom 
i;  in  Eirnbeck,  in  the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  the 
Cth  of  September,  1711.  His  father  died  while 
John  Bull  ' was  quite  young,  and  at  an  early  perioil  lind 

^ to  rely  on  his  own  exertions  ns  a teacher  for 
^ support.  On  the  19th  of  March,  1735,  he  en- 
Was  a native  of  Providence  township,  in  this  1 tereu  the  University  of  Gottingen,  where  hb 
county,  where  the  family  had  resiiled  fur  sc-  ^ ninile  rapid  progress  in  his  studies.  In  1737 
veral  generations.  In  the  beginuiugnf  1771  he  ' ho  was  received  iu  the  Theological  Seminary, 
lived  In  Limerick  where  he  resided  tiil  he  pur-  where,  after  graduating,  he  entered  the  Uuiver- 
chased  the  mill  and  plantation  of  Charles  Nor-  ' sity  of  Halle  for  the-purpose  of  tittlnghimseif 
ris  the  following  17th  of  September,  where  is  s more  perfectly  for  the  ministry.  About  17-10, 
now  the  present  borough  of  Norristown,  lie  ^ the  early  Lutheran  setllers  of  Pennsylvania 
was  at  this  time  a jmstice  of  the  county  court,  > having  become  tired  of  those  who  officiated 
which  office  he  held  for  several  years.  In  among  them  as  clergymen,  and  whom  they  de- 
January,  1775,  he  was  one  of  the  twelve  mom-  ; nounced  as  impostors,  wrote  to  the  professors 
bers  of  Philadelphia  county  that  met  in  a piro-  ■ of  the  University  of  Halle  for  a .regularly  or* 
vincial  convention,  whese  object  was  to  get  the  I;  dained  and  commissioned  pastor  to  take  charge 
Assembly  to  pass  a law  to  prohibit  the  future  \ of  their  feeiile  flocks.  For  this  purpose  5Ir. 
importation  of  shaves  into  the  colony.  Tiiis  \ 5IulilenbcTg  was  selecteil,  and  accordingly  iu 
same  year,  in  couscquencG  of  the  revolutionary  ^ the  spring  of  1742  he  left  Halle  for  London, 
troubles,  the  Assembly  authorized  the  enlist-  ^ He  then  embarked  in  a vessel,  and  after  a per- 
nient  of  a battalliou  of  eight  companies  for  tlto  ^ ilous  voyage,  landed  the  22d  of  September  at 
continental  service,  to  be  uttder  the  ccmmatij  Charlestown,  South  Carolina,  from  whence  he 
of  Col.  Bull,  until  Jannar3\  177S.  IVith  throe  journeyed  to  riii'ailelphia,  where  he  arrived 
othershe  represented  Phi’adelphia  county  in  the  the  25i.li  of  November.  On  the  28th  he  preached 


conveu'iou  that  framed  the  consiUation  of  the 
State,  aud  which  was  adopted  the  2;lih  of  Sep- 
tember, 177<j.  In  November  of  this  year  he 
<liaposed  of  all  his  property  in  Nonifon  town- 
ship to  Dr.  IV’ui.  Smith  of  Philadodphia,  for  the 
Fum  of  XbbOD.  He  w.as  continneu  a .iustice  of 
the  courts  by  the  \ssembly,  Aiigmst  5’!st,  1 778. 
Not  long  after  tliis  date  lie  moved  to  Bcikeley 
county,  Virginia,  where  he  erected  a mil!  on 
the  Opeckou  creek.  He  was  still  living  tliere 
in  1795,  wiiich  is  the  last  we  knew  of  hira. 
Benjamiu  Rittenbouse.  a brother  of  the  rcle- 
Lrated  pbilo:--.ij'ij(  r,  niid  who  w. as  comniDsioiied 
by  Governor  Mi  j,'iu  iu  1791,  as  one  i>f  the  as 


hi.s  tlr.'t  sermon  at  the  Swamp,  in  New  Hanover 
tciwnslnp,  tliis  county,  lie  found  but  three 
orgatii/.od  Luthci'.au  congregations — one  at 
Philadcliibla,  one  at  the  Trappe,  and  ’one  at 
New  Hanover.  The  latter  congregation  had  a 
log  church  and  one  hundred  aud  twenty  mem- 
bers. .Vt  the  Trappe  were  about  fifty  members, 
who  worshipped  iu  a barn.  Cliiirches  were 
soon  built,  and  during  bis  labors  they  prosper- 
ed abundantly.  His  sei  vices  wc  re  divn.led  be- 
tween the  three  congregations,  and  a.s  may  1'9 
supposed,  were  very  anluou-;,  requiring  hint  to 
travel  in  lii.-t  regular  jouiuieys  tuouv  mi'.e4 
through  the  vTildeiue^s  i-u  horseback.  In  1715 


APPENDIX. 


no 


he  received  the  assistance  of  several  other  brptli- j world  had  ever  seen,  nnd  that  for  only  two 
ren  who  arrived  as  pastors  nnd  teachers  from  J hundred  copies  of  which  he  should  receive  ihc 
Germany.  The  dOth  of  .April  of  this  year  he  i enormous  sum  of  §100,000,  he  would  almost 
married  Anna  Maria,  dauf^htcr  of  Col.  Conrad  ; have  been  regarded  as  ins.ane.  Surely  to  have 
Weiser,  the  celebrated  Indian  interpreter,  and  j said  this  would,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  been 
immediately  settled  at  the  Trappe,  where  he  i looked  upon  as  positive  insanity,  if  not 
continued  to  reside  till  October,  1701,  when  ho  ; downright  absurdity.  Eut  this  is  only  one  of 
moved  to  riiiladelphia  to  take  charge  of  the  ' the  many  instances  that  history  can  show 
church  there,  in  177G  he  returned  again  to  j where  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction.  Perhaps 


of  all  the  many  visionary  schemes  for  literary 
success,  none  liave  been  so  extrav.igaut  as  the 
above,  which  really  came  to  pass.  AA'hat  we 
particularly  admire  in  the  genius  of  Mr.  Au- 
dubon, is  his  remarkable  perseverance  and 
success  in  accomplishing  one  of  the  greatest 
literary  undertakings,  nuaidej  by  governmental 


cherished  by  the  numerous  Lutheran  > appropriations,  but  relying  solely  on  his  own 


the  Trappe  to  take  charge  of  its  congregation, 
and  where  he  continnod  now  to  reside  for  the 
remainder  of  bis  life.  lie  died  October  7th, 

1787,  aged  7G  j’cnrs.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Trappe  graveyard,  where  also  repose  the  re- 
mains of  several  members  of  his  family.  The 
memory  of  his  piety  and  usefulness  will  long 
be 

'churches  which  have  since  sprung  from  the  ? exertions.  It  has  been  too  much  the  case,  both 
three  to  which  he  ministered.  Mr.  Muhlen-  i before  and  since,  in  producing  great  scientific 
berg  had  seven  children  that  reached  maturity,  , undertakings  (and  perhaps  none  of  this  mag- 
three  sons  and  fonr  daughters.  Peter  was  a ; nitude)  for  governments  to  lavish  great  enms 
Major  General  in  the  Kevolutionary  army  ;<  to  assist  their  favorites  in  their  particular  avo- 
Fredorick  w.as  a Speaker  of  Congress  and  ITen-  J cations.  It  is  especially  when  viewed  in  this 
ry  a distinguished  botanist.  Among  the  daugh-  •'  respect,  that  we  must  award  him  a niche  in  the 
ters,  one  was  married  to  the  Hev.  John  C.  \ Temple  of  Fame,  to  which  greater  names  in 
Shultz,  and  was  the  mother  of  Governor  Shultz,  ' the  world's  estimation  are  not  as  deserving  of 
and  another  was  married  to  General  Francis  i being  placed. 

Swaine.  Mr.  Mnhlenl>erg,  wc  are  aware,  has  \ John  James  Audubon,  the  celebrated  Amori- 
been  styled  by  several  writers  the  father  of  i can  ornithologist,  was  a sou  of  John  Andubon 
the  Lutheran  church  in  America,  and  also  the  •;  and  Anne  Aloynette,  his  wile,  both  naiivos  of 
first  regularly  ordained  minister  sent  here.  ( the  commune  of  Coueron,  near  the  city  of 
This  is  an  error  which  we  will  here  take  the  \ Nantes,  in  France.  lie  had  been  an  officer  in 
liberty  of  contradicting.  Long  before  he  was  I;  the  naval  service  of  his  country,  but  in  conse- 
born  the  Swedes  bad  built  Lutheran  churches,  s quence  of  Louisiana  being  then  a French  pos- 
and  had  regularly  ordained  ministers  not  only  > se.ssion,  he  removed  there,  and  settled  ou  a 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  in  several  of  the  adjoining  ^ plantation  near  New  Orleans,  where  his  son 
States,  which  churches  exist  tothis  day,  though  ' was  born  the  4th  of  Jlay,  1780.  Under  the 
generally  as  respects  worship  we  believe  liave  instructicu  of  his  father,  who  was  a man  of 
before  this  become  Episcopalian.  Mr.  Muhlen-  ^ education,  be  was  early  taught  a love  of  natu- 
herg  could  speak  Latin,  German,  Dutch  and  } ral  objects,  to  which  he  afterwards  attributed 
English  well,  besides  having  a knowledge  of  1 his  inclinations  to  those  pursuits.  AYhile  quite 
acver.al  other  languages.  i young  he  was  sent  to  Paris  to  pursue  his  edu- 

> cation.  AA'hlle  there  he  attended  the  school  of 

\ natural  history  and  arts,  and  in  drawing  took 

I lessons  from  the  celebrated  David.  He  re- 
turned  iu  his  eighteenth  year,  when  his  father 
. resilled  in  Philadelphia,  and  who  had  as  early 
I as  March  28th,  1782,  a.s  we  learn  from  the 
! county  rccord.s,  purchased  of  Augustin  Pre- 
liad  any  person  predicted,  near  the  close  of  ^ vost,  in  Providence  township,  at  the  month  of 
the  last  century,  that  a youth  was  then  \ the  Perkiomeu  creek,  a tract  of  two  hundred 
living  in  this  country  that  almost  ucaiiied  1 an'l  eighty-five  acres  of  land,  with  a grist  and 
would  ill  the  course  of  time  produce  one  saw  mill.  Afr.  Auduljon,  the  younger,  abouf 
of  the  most  maguiScent  works  on  birds  the  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  resiled 
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on  this  plantation,  anJ  in  the  charming  preface  ^ can  Ornithology.  By  his  own  statement,  Mr. 
to  Lis  “ Birds  of  America,”  gives  the  following  Audubon  appears  to  liave  received  him  rather 
account  of  it:  |‘‘Iu  Pennsylvania,  a beautiful  ' coolly,  perhaps,  at  that  time,  having  formed 
State  almost  central  on  the  lino  of  our  Atlan-  the  idea  of  becoming  his  rival.  Shortly  after 
tic  shores,  my  father,  in  his  desire  of  proving  this  period  of  his  life,  Mr.  Blake,  in  his  Bio- 
my  friend  through  life,  gave  me  what  Ameri-  s graphical  Dictionary,  thus  speaks  of  Audubon  : 
cans  call  a beautiful  ‘plantation,’  refreshed  | “ His  life  was  one  of  bold  and  fearless  a iven- 
during  tho  summer  heats  by  the  waters  of  the  s ture,  of  romantic  incident,  and  constantly  vary- 
Sohuylkill  river  and  traversed  by  acreek  named  s iiig  fortune.  Hardly  a region  in  the  United 
Perkioming,  Its  fine  woodlands,  its  extensive  ^ States  was  left  unvisited  by  him,  and  thcmo.st 
fields,  its  hills  crowned  with  evergreens,  offered  < inaccessible  haunts  of  nature  were  disturbed 
many  subjects  to  agreeable  studies,  with  as  ' by  this  adventurous  and  indefatigable  ornith- 
little  concern  about  the  future  as  if  the  world  J ologist,  to  whom  a new  discovery  or  a fresh 
Lad  been  made  for  me.  My  rambles  invariably  \ experience  was  only  the  incentive  to  greater 
commenced  at  break  of  day;  and  to  return  \ ardor  and  further  efforts  in  his  favorite  depart- 
wet  with  dew  and  bearing  a feathered  prize,  ^ meut  of  science.”  In  April, 1821,  he  sought  pa - 
was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  highest  enjoyment  j tronage  in  Philadelphia  for  the  publicatiou  of 
for  which  I have  been  fitted.”  It  was  here  ? hi.s  work,  but  he  appears  tohave  been  unsuccess- 
where  he  conceived  the  plan  of  his  great  work  ! ful,  for  he  at  least  relinquished  it.  “America,” 
and  in  reality  laid  its  first  foundation;  it  was  , ho  says,  “being  my  country,  and  the  principal 
here  too  where  he  married  his  wife  and  his  { pleasures  of  my  life  having  been  obtained  there, 
eldest  son  was  born.  ^ I prepared  to  leave  it  with  deep  sorrow,  after 

On  an  adjoining  farm  lived  William  Bake-  ^ in  vain  trying  to  publish  my  illustrations  in 
well,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  a gentleman  of  ; the  United  States.  In  Philadelphia,  Wilson’s 
a highly  refined  mind^aud  cultivated  manners,  t principal  engraver,  amongst  others,  gave  it  as 
He  had  a valuable  library  and  an  extensive  > his  opinion  to  my  friends,  that  my  drawings 
philosophical  apparatus.  To  his  house,  as  may  could  not  be  engraved.  In  New  York  other 
be  well  supposed  from  congeniality  of  taste  \ difficulties  presented  themselves,  which  deter- 
aad  dispositions,  Mr.  Audubon  was  a frequent  ) mined  me  to  carry  my  collections  to  Europe.” 
visitor,  which  resulted  in  an  intimacy  with)  In  August  of  this  year,  while  fifteen  hundred 
Lucy,  Mr.  Bakewell's  eldest  daughter  by  a first  ; miles  from  home,  in  Upper  Oanada,  on  one  oc- 
wife,  and  which  resulted  in  a marriage  about  i casiou  he  mentions  that  his  money  was  stolen 
1806.  Some  time  in  the  following  year  Mr.  i from  him,  when  he  took  to  painting  portraits, 
Audubon  and  Ferdinand  Rozier  entered  into  ) by  which  he  got  plenty  to  carry  him  home, 
partnership  as  merchants,  in  Philadelphia,  ; To  meet  with  better  encouragement  be  at  last 
where  he  resided  a portion  of  his  time,  till  in  sailed  for  England,  where  he  arrived  in  1820. 
the  summer  of  1809,  when  he  and  his  partner  ! Ho  commenced  the  publication  of  his  work  at 
removed  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  continue  ? E ’inburgh,  iu  1827,  but  afterwards  transferred 
in  tho  same  business.  He  sold  the  farm  given  i it  to  Loudon,  where  the  first  volume  was  com- 
him  by  his  father  to  Joseph  Williams,  in  the  s pleted  in  1830,  containing  one  hundred  plates, 
spring  of  1810.  As  a merchant  he  confesses  \ William  Swainsou,  Esq.,  in  a review  of  this 
that  he  was  not  successful  and  that  his  love  for  I work,  published  in  the  Natural  History  Maga- 
the  fields,  tho  flowers,  the  forests  and  their  i zius,  for  May,  1828,  says:  “The  size  of  I'uo 
winged  inhabitants  unfitted  him  for  trade.  We  ^ plates  exceeds  anything  of  the  kind  I have 
find  mention  made  of  his  visiting  his  father-in-  i'  ever  seen  or  heard  of;  they  are  no  less  than 
law,  in  Lower  Providence,  in  1810  and  1812,  in  three  feet  three  inches  long  by  two  feat  two 
pursuit  of  rare  and  curious  birds.  Indeed,  he  i inches  broad.  On  this  vast  surface  every  bird 
several  times  mentions  .in  his  sreat  work  the  > ia  represented  in  its  full  dimeusious.  Large 
discovery  of  new  species  of  birds  in  this  county,  \ as  is  the  paper,  it  is  sometimes  (as  in  the  male 
which  had  heretofore  remained  undescribed.  wild  turkey)  barely  sufficient  for  tho  purpose. 

While  at  Louisville,  in  March,  1810,  he  was  In  other  case.”,  it  enables  the  painter  to  group 
visited  by  the  celebr.ated  Alex.anJer  Wilson.  ^ 'uis  figures  in  the  most  beautiful  and  varicvl 
Ke  says  he  entered  his  counting-room  and  ,s  att'iuiJea,  on  the  trees  and  plants  they  frequent, 
asked  him  to  subscribe  to  his  work  on  Amori-  < Some  are  feeding,  others  darling,  pursuing,  or 
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capturing  their  prey  : ail  have  life  and  nnima-  [ 
lion.  The  plants,  fruits  and  flowers  which  | 
enrich  the  scene  are  alone  still.  These  latter,  ' 
from  their  critical  accuracy,  are  as  valuable  to  i 
the  botanist  as  tlie  birds  are  to  the  ornitholo- 
gist.”  The  applause  with  which  it  was  re- 
ceived  was  cnthu.-;iastic  and  universal.  The 
Kings  of  Euglaud  and  France  bad  placed  their 
names  at  the  head  of  his  subscription  list ; he 


Peter  Muhlenberg. 


1 He  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  H.  M. 

■■  Muhlenberg  and  was  born  at  the  Trappe,  in 
; this  county,  October  1st,  1746.  When  si.vteea 


was  made  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Societies  of  ! was  sent,  with  his  two  younger  brothers. 


London  and  Edinburgh,  and  a member  of  the  ^ 
Natural  History  Society  of  Paris.  With  the  ^ 
first  volume  he  obtained  one  hundred  and  5 


Frederick  Augustus  auJ  Flenry  Eruest,  to 
Il.alle,  in  Germany,  to  receive  an  education. 
While  hero  he  became  restive  from  the  re- 


eighty subscribers  at  eight  liundred  dollars  ^ straiiits  imposed  on  him  and  ran  away  and 
each  for  the  work,  of  which  only  six  were  in  ].  joined  a German  regiment,  from  which  he  was 

s only  extricated  through  the  influence  of  an 
[ English  officer,  with  whom  he  came  to  Aineri- 
about  eight  volumes,  of  which  there  is  a copy  ' return  home  he  completed  his 

in  the  library  of  the  American  Philosophical  > studies  under  the  direction  of  his  father  who 


the  United  States.  The  second  volume  was 
finished  in  1834.  This  edition  contained  in  all 


prepared  him  for  the  ministry  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  church.  Episcopal  ordination  being 
necessary  he  went  to  England  in  1772,  with 
s Bishop  White,  then  also  a candidate  for  holy 

orders,  when  both  were  ordained  to  the  priest- 
ly on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  near  the  city  of  > , , u n n-  v e t i 

•'  •^1'  hood  by'  the  Bishops  ot  London  and  tly.  Ou 

New  York.  The  following  year  he  commenced  , 

‘hiQt'Ofnrn  nornnL't>nQV»n’AnTQO^ 


Society,  in  Philadelphia,  which  the  writer  has,^ 
examined.  \ 

Mr.  Audubon  in  1839  returned  to  his  native  s 
country  and  established  himself  with  his  fami-  i 


the  publication  of  his  Birds  of  America,  in  se-  ' 
ven  imperial  volumes,  of  which  the  last  was  is 
sued  in  1844.  The  plates  in  this  edition,  re 
duced  from  his  larger  illustrations,  were  en 
graved  and  colored  in  a most  elegant  manner  by  > 
Mr.  Bower,  of  Philadelphia,  under  the  direction  J 
of  the  author.  His  labors  as  a naturalist  did 
not  cease  here,  for  with  the  assistance  of  the 


‘ his  return  he  took  charge  of  several  parishes 
near  Woodstock,  Dunmore  county,  Virginia, 
i He  was  not  long  here  before  the  difficulties 
i between  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies 
were  becoming  wider  and  wider,  with  every 
^ prospect  of  war.  From  the  beginning  he  was 
n ardent  whig  and  was  quite  zealous  in  the 
5 cause  of  his  country,  and  was  sent  by  his  re- 
\ publican  friends  a delegate  to  the  House  of 


Rev.  John  Bachman,  he  prepared  forthe  press, 

I.  o 1 ; « » i Burgesses.  A circumstance  now  transpired 

“ The  Quadrupeds  of  America,  in  three  large  i . , , . . . . 

V rrf  1 > 1 /a  la  V\  /-i  ttt  fVv«af  Viic  *v«  TT-  n « * n n 

octavo  volumes,  illustrated  byfine  colored  draw-  !; 
legs  which,  was  published  the  year  of  his  death  ) 
by  his  son,  V.  G.  Audubon.  The  last  years  of  j 
his  life  were  spent  on  his  country  seat,  in  a i 
quiet  and  retired  manner,  mixing  little  with  j 
the  world  at  large.  The  celebrated  naturalist  i 
Cuvior,  in  speaking  of  his  great  work,  said  it< 
was  “the  most  splendid  monument  which  art! 
has  erected  in  honor  of  ornithology."  His 
death  took  place  the  27th  of  January,  1851,  at; 
the  age  of  71  years.  It  is  a singular  fact  that  | 

Wil  son  and  Audubon,  the  two  greatest  writers 
on  American  birds,  both  caught  their  first  in-  \ 
spirations  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill.  On 
this  stream,  too.  Dr.  GoJman,  the  zoologist,  and  j 


which  showed  that  his  martial  spirit  was  too 
strong  to  be  bound  any  longer  to  the  pulpit. 
About  the  middle  of  January,  1776,  he  preach- 
ed his  farewell  sermon  to  his  congregation  on 
“ The  duties  men  owe  their  country,”  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  services  he  exclaimed 
that  “ there  was  a time  for  all  things — a time 
to  preach  and  a time  to  fight — and  now  was 
the  time  to  fight.”  Suiting  the  action  to  the 
\ words,  as  he  descended  from  the  pulpit  he  de- 
liberately took  off  his  gown  for  the  last  time, 
5 which  had  thus  far  covered  bis  martial  figure, 
^ aD'l  stood,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  before  them 
) in  full  uniform,  as  a girded  warrior.  Hs  then 
read  his  commission  as  colonel,  and  ordered 
the  drummers  to  beat  for  recruits.  The  ex- 


Say,  the  entomologist,  also  pursued  their  fa- ? . . . . ^ . ■ . ■ 

{ citement  that  followed  became  lutense,  and 

voute  studies.  , , , , , 

S three  liuuJred  men  of  the  several  frontier 

j churches  enlisted  that  day  under  his  banner 


.naKn<i^A 

^ smirtfl  t/Cft  PViid  Hn  : -rn-j  ?jf«ifj  j{ohi/;'j*t> 
' i noi'w<S  Lc.*  a'/ui1  sitl  .aoU 

''  - „ „ .5  ,isU(j[  ufis^'f  .>T«  oi-ii  Johns 

' ,’.r/vj[.JV  jJ4  I I *iii  ,<;oi'7^,a&n  WviJha  ih*'!'  tiunX 


';.*  .V*.'!  <■■■'■  \it  9C«  -sii't  J.SW  Si! 

li  «d:  >.i,:Ti?<f  f-/s7i  )7t'>  s' ■!:iii2i'.- 

■■:?  ■■  ■■  '■  ■ ■ T ,u.f  r.c.''ji:iO  tu'.t 

.''■  .■■■-■.,,  I ■{Jj’f  ,h'yr»  o.'l 

:-■  j.l  }<r.i  . 

^:.m;  !■•  ,...■,  i>  ,'T  Hi.;;/ • .9  i;'  ,t  • 

:i,'  ■.  V ■ . .'.'■t'  <U(i.4lS'\d  oIlJ'vV 

c..•.•.  y.  ,c  I!/'  t , .■  /oirf  no 

»a.-  jiJ  v ;f».i;,  -e 

' ' ••■•..  .i;  sdJ'  i/g-jjc  idr  » x'**'*^ 

-.  i . ) t.  jji'.  ,1  •.'.'^n- 

• ,;  ■■  •■'•,■: ■!■.;, -1, 3 sd  nericil  •■cii/J’it  riii  aQ  .A(i 
: :1‘-  . ...icl  i;.(  h fl«rw{?j;V.-  »rfj  liil'jia  ssil’-aJe 
J;'l  JO  !I(U  TVl  ifitlj 

7, iv*;..- .Jsji/do  aiiMiiltiJ 
^"‘rt  f,'  Qj  4 [‘j !» sir  ,1, i:  'X’Krtsoeon 

'{'.Oi!  - '■  ■'•.  !•■  "r  '. r ijci'liffl 

-JK-;.-  ; -iji'w  ..'idw 

.(.'V  -ddl '(li 

■■  .I.l'i.ie-;  ?»-l9«'6z  'tr  4Ji»i;do  %'•  r'>  >.J  S!''ujJS9' #id 
..•li  jjc-BtQKil  ,>’o<.iiXn’ V.T.'  "•-■fr 

fv;  «..cj  Slfrl',".!  i'Vnf  {(llAi  .’■'(/  'JbW  <;'U 

; .'■  .''3:  tin*  ’(7iV3jS:'o  •';ij*r.r)i!  naowj'id 

r-.rJrt'rosS  J^TV" 

».*  ;t  .shh37'r"f;i  ■&«-.  ■'.  .ii.' V "if.  .1.3sgUc:i»j 

a.'  ' ■■V  ■•■''■■■•  ?Uif  Jitsfl'y* 

-yv  1 Jasi!  f;  ?•■  .bo.-.  .'fUanW  sLii  & 

V.'  ffsO  *.t  «.3a;|-::.-,r.'i  .■{  il-u.'ji:'} 

rs-;,c  ooneiTrdao-i li.-  /, 

rCl  ri'Hf  lii-It-^5  isi/ldar  BixJ  liOntuh  * 

ill)  s/j  -jegn.';  •^,<•1  inttCKf  ov'  .«>  Tsvi-  rbi 
'i-;  OC  ,33’mI  >!/:'«  1(.  O-.i:  iVb\l:L 

too  i'03[a-isoo->  «ii(!  C3  strtci’aii  eiti  fca 

!;  t:Ti,  ’ii4>j4  M»i>  ossa  O'dr 

S:r-i--'\v'.o'ii  ssi  fttji  '^0  iiohiffattoo  oilJ 

r-.;',  i lol  »aj(4  « iirji  04*1,1^  •' 

j.a  V .. Jo'jiit  Qi  9£j;'}  J'on  id'>^.;W(3[ 

5iij  f.->  ss;.t  ui  ouSi-j  '.-A4 

■Sr  .•),(  4j-»j!,'/r!  so,, I fi-;  5/fi£il|SA,',st  ojrf  A« 

,j'.  , 51, .■.,;  .ir'Jao.Si  1^1  :i  i,.',  ){iioj 

,0-ii  ’.5  t- 

OKrisJ  ,U<J  ic,  BBhqitje  orfJ  «t  irs»vi^ 
a>.i;  :H  .»4;!:-<aw  H»o£;2;;  Jt  «c  , .snips';  I iJs,  UiA  ,ai 
L‘v  li-iJii  i.'ssr,  .iiva»:K-3  , j»i;»v*si«Jifii.x>  «%!' .tufe?'* 
-X4-  3iiJ  tct  iRsa  jr)  fxon.mLrif- niii 

t JsTwe^ili 

•j>  I'-rlT  tsi'iki.T.S*  .dir-  J-e  0»»  t-filk-tUfi-  OlVtdt 
itliLodtiij  boJtiino  cjixi^KJo 


3 t odj  0)  ft'j*  j<  rid  o4»  i«  hfiWfod  oil 

• f,-(  snvr  }i  itoMw  aihr  ai '.'Alqiiit  gt!T 

nd'-‘  .!.-■  l.-=r-ni!,.^/uM  ttsH0i. 

! iisifi  i.Tsd  jrarj/ji'-?  t-ufi  lo  c|Kisi3' 

»ri!  ; >sii  mjJl.^howh'e  ^3  4 |o  gilt  ft;  e^trsM 
^rrijlboS  JjrTO.t,  SilJ  '5-1  Tmtin'I  A SjJIT 
■ iri'i  7sJiHf<ri  A bna  .djtp-if.iiS  i'x’o  oot»dj 
. vii<  tl};V4  ">0  ■<•■'■•  5*'*H  ieufJJiiif 

’■  lodd  ln'jvrtnd  'rots'  Ii’icbjilr*  <fs(  omti'dr  4?s3  ■ 
'sKasfbt.i  Irjiibnri!  ia  avKiitr.iiiUnt 

■'  rl(  SU9W  ih  '{'‘’.0  duid'1*  ."jO.  9fjj 

' OA  ft  h'jHitiiv  liUuiSri  oriX  .SiJ'fliS ' btsiiaU ' tfJi 
b'"  «?  «liii  J !i.9r  <»i  i<  'i73  - 

;■  v/i'r'j  s ts  'oixji  rl^idw  to  ,s»<noioy 
^ U,5'U'}<r'f9li>3‘7  eJ{.  tn  *<*•’  »r, 

a>5«J  5Si.i  if>  ,X)9te98 

> 

; t*rK':i.d  r:J  ^ ?'4r!5tab'j'  tii  a'Offlul‘i<A  rr»M 

: -..lOiil  fwii  di:''  'tiv^^p;l^ 

',  Vj  <M5tJi9fJ  ,actl'jt/-H  .»Gv  b ''a''.»4 

,'  bfi:M^ur!7y‘^o  j4  ’»<*»  ( jaindfii't  -jJ'i'.  -ji-ifiT  Vt?i  ' 

1 - Ail  »1  .n-iMOtj!  b to  jdr-jifi  »ld'^  Jt>  a.>h!tuUJtnf:9d3 
'•«  *j<o  tv,/  s ()  djldnlu  ,s»£nal*T  nor 

5 -s»,  ,,aty?5iii3  bW'^  si  «f  boi/sr 

-a.-’  ni»tr  .sdoiJfiiUni;-;  i.-^l  feiil  .flwA«l>9ft$(i> 

1 xd  locoit®  jpo^sb  J»c>*;r  « iiI  Jbst^bo  tine 
} Id -tfl  .sM  . ' 

I'tU  5sii«';v-t.<n  r ai  "Tossd  ria  .nontn#  is> 

^ >*‘i  >0  ooctaltrsf*  oili  xffiw  Tst  .Msrf  -»iaa»s.foa  ■ 
j pnt.fiAt  Itoiatjsrftj  »d;,ffii«»rfMuU  oJaT. 

’ '■5'ts3  t-MjiJ  Hi tro  sdT  >* 

; - nijii'i'jTvrtif-,. »«)',. b.ttJt.'jjfnWi  ,6?/Bob-'  . - 

to  tjunt'-fti-'-'  «#.  Joidv  »5sf 

t'U  «w»  .''-.si  *jiT  vij'.dtftiiiA  .tS  .V  ,noi9  eif  .^4 
1' fl  |i2  ..law  t-iil  j-<  irio^n  snow  otit  <iid 

'-.5;-.iiitr  gjUiKiO' bOf OiW' fc*-iU»T  fcia*  ]%iap 

- t'r.'.MCs^  u 5js.'«i«labs  «)JT  .wsioi  le  blwir  e<K  ■ 
."Jftis.t  ..;.*t9r  tai'S  'ia  >4  3JtijJ«»qa  -It!  ,so1tj73 

bi '•  dx-r-' iusjair.to't  lobniiii*  J*o«  aJj**  aaifir  ' 

, it  ' -(*  roasrf  aJ  ff*So^99  MjJ 

';  )rj  , •<;'  I ,T;7/:;joil  Ig  ifjTl,*  #4)  jtiis-b 

' »od!  >;*d)  'bbs-afs  s ti  tl  .«T«*x  K to  05,:  rrfj , 
i is»(' o-fff  »ii5  ,<£;-3duLi>A  J«tnftd9ii!i?F 
) -0!  >ri<iLt  A'tdJ  sdgoso  'Jicrf  ,«ut/d  jr,fljm5!A  ’di  ■ 
i«6  , MUfl  t:i!^t.d  ftlJ  09  ttivhjftiqa 

I .:b3<4ar.Aed)  7<-jt  .♦oJ  ,.c3n»jnt  «iaJi 

< -dl  ai«4i  diln,  ^*i*ti5tria&3xb  *»ft  t,7»a 

I .>**i£;»J«rJ3W«' 

y ' I i'  . 7s( ' ' ' '.  :.7-'  ' ly.  >*■■ 


122 


HISTORY  OF  MOXTQO.MERY  COUNTY. 


Hiii  thu.^,  witLout  Jifticultj  (in  l in  n short  I 
time,  liocl  Lis  regimpiit  full.  His  first  campaign  > 
>as  in  Georgia  nn  i South  Carcliun,  and  ho  ' 
heciime  quite  popuhir  with  bis  soldiers,  and  1 
from  Washington  he  received  flittering  com- 
mendations. On  the  'Jlst  of  February,  1777, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a brigadier 
general,  and  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  was 
an  active  particip.ant  in  ti^e  battles  of  Crandy- 
wiue  and  Ge.rmunl(,wn.  With  his  brigade  he 
spent  the  terrible  winter  at  Valley  Forge,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth  and 
tlie  capture  of  Stony  Point.  He  was  present 
at  the  siege  of  Yorktowu,  which  closed  the 
struggle  between  the  two  countries,  where  he 
commanded  the  first  brigade  of  light  infantry. 
He  continued  in  the  army  until  it  was  disband- 
ed, when,  for  his  many  services,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rauk  of  major  general.  On  the 
termination  of  the  war  he  again  made  the 
Trappe  his  home  for  a brief  time.  He  was 
immediately  elected  to  the  Supreme  .Executive 
Councilor  this  State,  ,‘iud  in  17Sd  was  chosen 
its  vice  president.  In  17S9  he  was  elected  to 
the  first  Congress  of  the  United  State.s,  from 
this  State,  in  which  ho  served  three  tern.s.  In 
February,  l&Ol,  be  was  elected  a member  of  \ 
the  United  States  Senate  from  Pennsylvania,  | 
but  on  the  following  30th  of  June  he  rcsigutd  j 
the  office,  and  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Jc!rtrson  I 
supervisor  of  the  revenues  for  this  State.  In  1 
1803  he  was  appointed  collector  of  the  port  of  1 
Philadelphia,  which  situation  he  held  to  the  j 
time  of  his  death,  which  occur  redOotober  1st,  J 
1807,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  His  re-  | 
mains  repose  in  the  Trappe  grave  yard,  by  tiie 
side  of  his  parents  ar.d  wife.  The  following  | 
extract  from  his  tomb-stone  sums  up  his  char- 
acter in  a few  words:  “ He  vras  brave  in  the 
field,  faithful  in  the  cabinet,  honorable  in  all 
^hia  transactions,  a sincere  friend,  and  an  honest 
man." 


Frederick  Augustus  Muhleneerg. 

Flo  was  the  second  son  of  tho  Rev.  II.  M. 
"Muhlenberg  .-in]  was  born  r.t  the  Tranpo  the 
2d  of  June,  1750.  He  remained  at  ih»  Uni- 
versity of  Halle  several  years  after  Lis  brother, 


Peter,  had  left,  and  became  an  acoomplishpd 
scholar.  He  also  studied  the  theological  course 
anU  was  ordained  there  to  the  ministry,  ftn 
his  return  to  tliis  country,  he  took  charge  of  a 
1 country  congregation,  but  not  long  after  was 
; c.illeil  to  :i  cliurcli  in  New  York.  The  Revolu- 
1 tion  breaking  out  and  the  city  coming  in  pcs- 
i ses.sioM  of  the  Dritish,  he  retired  to  theTrappe, 

' which  he  made  bis  borne  for  some  time,  while 
i he  had  for  several  years  in  charge  several  con- 
gregations in  this  county.  Like  his  brother. 

^ be  was  a firm  aud  ardent  patriot,  and  in  1779 
s he  was  elected  to  the  Ooutinental  Congress,  in 
^ which  be  served  two  terms.  He  was  next 
^ seut  till  CO  years  to  the  Assembly.  On  the 
\ formation  of  this  county,  in  178-1,  he  served 
1 for  a short  time  as  president  of  the  courts.  In 
s 1787  be  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  State 
1;  convention  to  ratify  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  chosen  president  of  this 
body.  He  was  elected  to  serve  in  the  first 
!;  Congress,  in  1789,  by  the  citizens  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  li.id  the  honor  of  being  its  first  speaker. 
J Ho  remained  in  Congress  until  1797,  when 
shortly  after  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Mifflin  register  of  tbe  land  office,  which  beheld 
till  his  death.  He  died  in  1802,  aged  fifty-two 
years. 


Henry  Earnest  Muhlenberg 

Was  born  at  the  Trappe,  November  17th, 
1753,  and  was  the  third  sou  of  the  llev.  H.  M. 
iMuhlcuberg.  With  his  two  elder  brothers  he 
5 received  his  education  at  the  University  of 
> Halle,  in  Germany.  He  returned  in  1770,  and 

I several  years  afterwards  was  ordained  an  as- 
sistant pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  Phil- 
adelphia. lie  remained  in  the  city  until  tbe 
approach  of  the  British  in  the  fall  of  1777, 
when,  for  his  persctial  safety,  he  sought  refuge 
in  flight.  Having  been,  like  his  brothers,  an 
{ ardent  patriot,  the  enemy  several  times  eadea- 
I vorc  J to  capture  him,  but  without  success.  He 
i now  retired  to  the  country,  and  being  for  se- 
I veral  years  without  a congregation,  he  devoted 
\ the  greater  portion  of  his  leisure  to  scion Liiio 


ogy.  In  1780  he  moved  to  Lancaster,  where 
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b«  took  cbargo  of  the  Latheran  church,  in 
rliioh  he  remaiacd  till  his  death,  rhich  oc- 
c-urred  May  23d,  1815.  He  was  distinguished 
for  his  talents,  piety,  usefulness  and  extensive 
scientific  aequireniciits.  Though  he  died  young 
he  was  a member  of  several  learned  societies 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  held  correspondence 
with  several  of  the  most  learned  and  scientific 
men  of  Europe.  His  chief  works  are  Catalogus 
Plantarun,  Gramina  AmericcB  ScpUnirionalis, 
aud  Flora  Lancasiriensis.  They  are  remarka- 
ble for  their  proficiency,  and  place  him  favora- 
bly amongst  our  early  scientific  writers.  From 
the  earliest  period  even  to  this  day,  the  Muh- 
lenberg family  has  been  distinguished  for  its 
talents  ; it  has  mattered  not  whether  as  clergy- 
men, statesmen,  warriors,  physicians,  authors, 
naturalists  or  professors  of  colleges,  for  they 
have  alike  been  celebrated  in  these  various  de- 
partments. 


Francis  Raun  Shunk. 

Francis  Shunk,  the  governor’s  grandfather, 
arrived  from  the  Palatinate,  in  Germany,  about 
the  year  1715,  aud  settled,  not  long  after,  in 
providence  township,  in  this  county.  Uis  son, 
John  Shunk,  married  Elizabeth  Rahu,  a woman 
of  great  excellence  and  talents,  and  who  did 
much  toward  giving  her  son  a careful  instruc- 
tion, which  no  doubt  did  much  towards  laying 
the  foundation  of  his  future  fame.  Francis 
was  born,  at  the  Triippe,  in  this  county,  Au- 
gust 7th,  1768.  His  parents  being  in  bumble 
circumstances,  he  was  compelled,  in  bis  six- 
teenth year,  for  his  support,  to  teach  a small 
school,  and  nuhse-iuetiily  the  village  school  of 
bis  native  place.  IVlwti  not  tdius  occupied  he 
spent  his  time  in  manual  labor  on  a farm. 
General  Andrew  Porter,  of  ibis  county,  having 
been  appointed  surveyor  general  by  Governor 
Snyder,  in  1SI2.  the  firmer  selected  Francis 
R.  Shunk  lit-i  clerk.  U'liile  thus  employed  he 
oommeuced  and  prosecuted  the  study  of  the  law 
with  Thoui  IS  E d.'r,  F.sii  , of  Harrisburg.  In 
1814  be  perf  riiied  the  duty  of  a s )Kiier  in  the 
defence  of  U iltiiii'ire.  N 4 long  after  he  was 
elected  an  a~-isi.iui  and  rheii  principal  clerk  of 
the  House  ,if  Rrpre,s.'i;t.itivcs  of  Ibis  .State,  in 
which  c ip  .city  lie  .served  several  years.  la  1829  | 


) ho  was  appointad  clerk  to  .fbe  Eoatfi  of 
\ CommisEioners.  He  was  chosen  fcy  iGcverao? 
j Porter,  in  1838,  Secretary  of  State,  acd  on  re- 
I tiring  from  that  ofSco  ho  c-ciabitsbed  fckassif 
^ in  tho  practice  of  the  law  at  Pittoburgh.  In 
J 18-14  he  became  Governor  of  tho  State,  and  at 
j the  expiration  of  three  years  was  re-olected  to 
( tho  same.  lie  had  not  entered  long  on  the  da- 
j ties  of  his  second  term,  when,  on  account  of 
I ill-health,  he  was  induced  to  resign.  His  dis- 
I ease  terminated  his  career,  July  20,  1848,  at 

< the  age  of  sixty.  According  to  his  request,  he 
? was  buried  at  the  Trappe  church-yard,  asdhis 
^ funeral  was  attended  by  a large  number  of 
\ people.  A handsome  white  marble  monument, 

< twenty-five  feet  high,  was  erected  over  his  re- 
\ mains,  July  4th,  1851,  by  the  citizens  of  hii 
5 native  State,  as  a testimonial  of  their  high 
s regard  for  his  public  character,  services  and 
j private  worth.  There  are  still  living,  in  Upper 
5 Providence,  several  of  the  name  and  family. 


; William  Potts  Dewees 

I Was  a native  of  Pottstown,  in  this  county, 
where  he  was  born,  May  5tb,  1768.  He  wa! 
early  left  fatherless,  with  but  linle  property  ; 
and  he  did  not  receive  the  advantages  of  a 
I superior  education,  but  by  his  industry  he 
^ nevertheless  improved  himself  by  all  the  meaui 
s at  his  command.  While  quite  young  he  etu- 
j died  Latin  and  French,  served  awhile  with  an 

1 apothecary,  attended  medical  lectures,  and  in 
1789,  without  a diploma,  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  at  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

iln  1793  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where, 
through  his  knowledge  of  obstetrics,  he  obfai.u- 
ed  a successful  practice.  To  this  branch  of 
( the  profession,  from  his  skill,  he  w.as  induced 
i especially  to  devote  himself  with  a view  of  ex- 
j tending  bis  knowledge.  His  reputation  in  this 
! department  spread  throughout  the  community, 
and  he  very  shortly  commenced  giving  lectures 
5 to  medical  students.  He  was  so  successful  in 
his  labors  that  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  tho  University  of  Penusj Ivania,  but 
from  ill-health  was  compelled  to  resign  in  1835. 
In  1S23  bo  published  a vclunic  of  Medical 
Essays;  next  followed  his  System  of  M;d- 
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wifery;  then,  his  Treatise  on  the  Treatment  of  ^ May  20th,  1841,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
Children ; then,  a Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  J He  was  remarkable  for  his  industry  ami  at- 
Females;  and,  lastly,  a Treatise  on  the  Prac-  { tachment  to  his  profession,  which  accounts  for 
tice  of  Medicine.  He  died  at  Philadelphia,  ^ his  proficiency  and  success. 
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Id  the  following  list,  p stands  tor  page,  c for  column,  and  1 for  line. 


4 p.,  1 c.,  2 1.,  insert  a comma  after  learning.’' 

4 p.,  1 c.,  4 1.,  for  Dou^lasville,*’  read  Doui'lassville. 

4 p.,1  c.,  7 1.,  from  bottom,  for  Gazateer,”  read  Gazetteer. 

24  p.,  1 c.,  last  line,  for  “ Andrtw  boude.”  read  Andrt-w  Itonde. 

25  p.,  1 c.,  3«  1..  omit  the  comma  after  *•  and  read  Mathias  Holstein. 

25  p.,  1 c.,  4 1.  from  bottom,  after  '*  this’’  insert  tract. 

26  p.«  1 c.,  6 1., insert  the  word  “ one”  after  ’■  some.” 

27  p.,  2 c.,3  1.,  from  the  bottom,  read  the  sentence  to  begin  with“  A.*' 

28  p.,  1 c.,  9 1.,  from  bottom,  for  G-unna,”  read  Gunner. 

29  p.,  2 c.,  14  1.  from  bottom,  after  *•  of’  insert  the. 

30  p,,  2 c.,  27  1.,  for  **  draper  ” read  diaper. 
ol  p.,  1 c.,  6 1.,  omit  “ oif.‘* 

31  p.,  2 c.,  for  Charles  Thompson,”  read  Charles  Thomson,  and  for“  Harrington,”  read  Harriton. 

35  p., 2 c.,  3 1.,  insert  *•  a.'*  before  “cross-road.” 

34  p.,  l.,7  1 , for  •'  Wm.  Pennin,”  read  Wm.  IVnn  in  ” and  omit  the  comma. 

34  p.,  2., 2)  and  24  1.  from  bottom,  let  *•  1790"  and  •*  1797,”  read  1690  and  1697. 

36  p.,  2 c.,  22  1.  from  bottom,  foi  *•  exclnsi  rely”  read  extensively. 

4<>  p.,  1 c.,  10 1.  from  bottom,  insert  “ If,"  at  the  beginning  of  the  sentence. 

41  p.,  2 c.,  for  DerCoudray.*’  read  Du  Coudray. 

44  p.,  1 c.,  22  1.  from  bc-ttom.  tor  ••  county.”  read  country. 

50  p.,  2 c.,  23  1.  from  boticm,  for  ‘‘  day,"  read  dry. 

50  p.,  2 c.,  19  1.  from  bottom,  omit  the  first  the.” 

54  p.,  1 c.,  10  1.,  omit the.  ’ 

54  p.,  2 c. , 19  1.,  for  “ save,”  read  saving. 

55  p.,  2 c.,  31  1-,  for quartc-rs,”  read  quarter. 

68  p.,  1 c.j  27  i.,  for  1700,"  read  1709. 

74  p.,  I C.J  2)  1.,  for  measere,”  road  measure. 

75 p.,  1 c.,  20  1.  insert  ‘‘present,”  oelore  “owner.” 

75  p.,  2 c.,  23  l.j  for  ” muskets,”  read  musket. 

77  p.,  1 c.,  14  I.  from  bottom,  for  “ six,"  read  sixty. 

77  p.,  2 c..  13  1.  from  bottom,  omit  *•  the.” 

78  p.,  2 c.,  11  1.  from  bottom,  insert  “ laid,"  before  “ out.” 

£6  p.,  1 c,,  13  l.jOmit  and.” 

99  p.,  1 c.,  19  U tor  Benjamin  IValklns,"  read  Henjaniia  Watkins. 

99  p.j  1 c.,  17  1.,  for Joseph  Wills.”  retd  .loseph  Wells. 

108  p.,  1 c,,5  1.,  for  mused,”  read  musing. 

Ill  p.,  2 c.,  13  1..  for  1810,”  read  1811. 

118  p.,  1 c.,  5 I , for  three  first,”  read  first  three. 

118  p.,  1 c.,  31  1.,  for  battallion,”  read  battalion.  ^ 

121  p.,  1 c.,  22  1.  from  bottom,  for  “ Bower,”  read  Bowen. 

I2l  p,,  1 c.,  11 1.  from  bottom,  for  “ Guvior,”  read  Cuvier. 


Righter's  Ferry,  in  Lower  ^lerion,  was  not  at  Flat  Rock,  but  nearly  two  miles  below,  nearly  cpposUs  the  Qd«fh 
of  Wissahiekon  creek.  Worship  is  still  held  at  stated  times  In  the  Norritou  Presbyterian  Church. 


t 


jl 

i 

\ 


i 


•.  i a 


